
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 55th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 21-2014 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, May 22, 2014

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-8, 18
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9, 17
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-20
Classifieds ..... 18
A&E .............. 19-20

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwestesestfitfitfitfitfifififififififififififi llelelelelelelleleleleeleleleeleeeeee ddddddwwwwdwwdwdwwwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwwwdwdwdwwwdwwdwdwdddwdwdwddwdwdwweseseesesesesesesesesesesessesesssesstttttttttttttttttttttWeWeststfifififieldldldd - WW W Wesest t || | |  6060606000000000000060000000000000 0 00 0 000000000 NNNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNooNoNoNNortrtrttttttttrrtttrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrttttrrrtthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh hhh hhh hhhhhhhhhhhhh AAAAAAAAvAvAvAvAvAAAAAAvAvAvAvvvAAAvAAvAvAvvvAvAAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvvAvvAAvvenenenenenenenenenenenenneneneneneneneneennenenennnennenennueueueueueueueueueueuueueuuueueuueuuueuuueueueue W W W W W W WWWW WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWesesesesesesessseseseseesssst,t,t,t,t,ttt,tt,t,t,t,t,ttt,t,ttt,,, WWWWW W WW W W WW WWW W WWWWWWWWWWWW WWWeseseesesesesesesesess fifififififififitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfifitfitfitfitfi lllllllllleleleelelelelelelelelellelelllleleleldddddddddddddddddddd d d d d d dd dddddd d d ddddd ddd ||| | | ||| ||||| | | |||||   909909090909090909000090900090909090909088-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-88888888888888 23333233232323232323233323232323232323232323232323223233233333333333333333333333-3-3-3-33-3-33333--33-3-33-3--33-3-33--333-3-3-33-3-333333 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006565656565565656565665656566565656565656565656555655565656565656555565656565656565656565656565656565655656565655655656565    |||||| | |  | |||||||||||||| ||  w w wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ww ww ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.cccccc.c.c.c.c.c.cccccc.cc.ccccccc..c.c.ccc lllllllllllllllllolloolooolololollooololollollolololololoololooldddddddddwdddddddddwdddddddwwddwwdwdwdwdwdwddwwdddwdwwwdwddwwdwdwdwwwdwdwd lllelelelellelleleleleleeleleleeleeeleleeleelelellblblblblblblbllblblblblblblblblblbbllblbbbbbanananananannanananananananannannananannanananananananaaananannanaaa kkkekekekkekekekekekekekekeekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekkkekekekekkkekk rmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmmrmrmmrmmmmovovovovovovovovoovovovovovovovovoovovoovovovooovovvooovoovesesesesesesesessessesesesesesesesesseeseesesseseseses.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c..c.c.cccc.c.c.c. omomooooooooooooooooooomm///w/wee

Become Part Of The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team.
At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

WOUNDED
WARRIOR PROJECT Memorial Day

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARM FRESH…The annual Farmers’ Market returned to Scotch Plains last weekend to the delight of aficionados of fresh-
from-the-farm produce and other local delicacies. The market runs every Saturday through October.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING OUR SOLDIERS…Volunteers help pack boxes during the
“Support 4 Soldiers” Packing Day held Sunday at the National Guard Armory
in Westfield.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RELAY FOR LIFE…Cancer survivors lead the first lap at the annual Relay for
Life held Friday night at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
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Freeholders OK Measures to
Sell Runnells for $26 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County’s
sale of Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital is moving into the final stages
with Center Management Group
LLC agreeing to purchase the 43-
acre Berkeley Heights property for
$26 million. County officials said
the property’s transfer to its new
owner is expected to be completed
by October 1. The county’s free-
holder board on Thursday passed
measures to move ahead with the
sale.

Dan Sullivan, acting executive
director of the county’s improve-
ment authority, which negotiated
the sale with Center Management,
said a number of things have to be
done to complete the transaction,
including transfer of various state
licenses from the county and
Runnells to the new owner. The
state also must approve the sale.

Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak said the sale is expected to
save the county $50 million over
the next five years, noting that the
county subsidized Runnells to the
tune of $13.5-million in 2013. In
addition, he said the property would
now be placed on the tax rolls, where
it would generate a half million
dollars annually in tax collection
revenue for the county and Berke-
ley Heights.

Among the stipulations agreed to
by Center Management is a 99-year
deed restriction that will keep the
facility as a long-term care facility
and that all Runnells employees in
good standing be offered jobs at
Runnells or at one of Center
Management’s other facilities. As
of a March report by a Runnells
Hospital Evaluation Team formed
by the county, there were 173 full-

time employees at the facility. A
number of departments had been
privatized through county contracts
over the past few years in an effort
to reduce costs, which reduced the
hospital’s number of employees.

In addition, the new owner has
agreed to revenue sharing with the
county, “for any new health-related
services to the hospital,” Freeholder
Hudak said. In addition, per the
agreement, Center Management has
agreed to maintain a certain per-
centage of Runnells’ beds for Union
County residents.

Per the evaluation team’s report,
the county anticipates related costs
including $3 million in unemploy-
ment costs for Runnells’ full-time
workers who are laid off, $6.5 mil-
lion in pension obligations and $5.7
million in retirement health ben-
efits for Runnells retirees, as well
as $6 million for the county to pay
off the facility’s debt.

“The primary concern of the
board has been, and will always be,
that Union County residents have
access to high-quality health care
services for nursing care and other
specialized needs,” Freeholder
Hudak said in a press releases after
the meeting by the county. “The
bottom line is that Runnells will
continue to serve the community.”

During Thursday’s special meet-
ing on the measures, Barbara Egger,
president of Health Professionals
and Allied Employees (HPAE) Lo-
cal 5112, representing Runnells’
nurses, said the union is concerned
about the care of long-term resi-
dents and patients at Runnells. She
said in order to maintain quality
care at Runnells, HPAE is request-
ing creation of a community over-
sight board “that would among other

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
DEPARTMENT HONORS…Fanwood Police Sgt. Marc Gottlick, right, is recog-
nized at the Fanwood Council meeting on Tuesday night, earning departmental
honors including the Medal of Valor and the Meritorious Service Award for his
actions in two incidents involving armed suspects in Fanwood. Sgt. Gottlick is
congratulated by Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from right, Police Chief Richard
Trigo, second from left, and council member Kathy Mitchell.
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SP Council Votes 3-to-2 to OK
Budget, Capital Spending Plan

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
the 2014 municipal budget as well as
a $1.5-million capital ordinance to
finance various equipment purchases.

By a 3-to-2 party line vote, the
governing body finalized action on
the $24.3-million budget that will be
funded in part by $15.9 million in
property tax levies. According to
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis,
other revenue sources will come from
an expected $650,000 in construc-
tion code fees, $23,000 from interest
on township investments, $154,000
in rents received from telephone com-
panies for the use of township-owned
cell towers and $2,227,587 in state

aid. More than $2.7 million of the
$3.4 million township surplus will
also be used.

The municipal portion of the prop-
erty tax bill for the average Scotch
Plains homeowner will amount to
$1,857 this year, Mr. Giaimis said at
the council’s business meeting. Us-
ing the average home assessed at
$125,600 as a basis point, the mu-
nicipal tax portion will increase by
$11 increase — or 0.6 percent —
over last year. That accounts for 18
percent of the total property tax levy,
he said. The average homeowner will
see a $135 increase in the Union
County portion of their tax bill and a
$254 increase in taxes paid to the
board of education.

During a brief PowerPoint presen-

tation prior to the council’s vote, Mr.
Giaimis pointed out that over the past
decade, property taxes in Scotch
Plains have increased 3.3 percent in
inflation-adjusted terms, while taxes
paid to the board of education are up
12.1 percent and taxes paid to the
county government are up 37 per-
cent.

This year’s budget restores full
funding for the township library,
which will allow it to re-open on
Sundays, starting in September, and
resume normal operating hours on
Mondays, beginning next month.

The two council Democrats —
Mayor Kevin Glover and Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella — voted
against the budget. Mrs. Gialanella
expressed her disappointment that
talks on a police department merger
with Fanwood have ceased after a
failure to come to an agreement last
year. She said that an anticipated first-
year saving of $750,000 from such a
merger could have provided ample
funding to refurbish the two
firehouses, further fund the library
and allow the recreation department
to fund its programs and avoid hav-
ing to charge user fees to partici-
pants.

Calling it a “responsible budget,”
Councilman Llewellyn Jones voted
in favor of the spending plan because
it “funds the important priorities and
services” in what he described as “a
responsible manner.”

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
called the budget “fair, reasonable,
sensible and fiscally responsible,” and
— pointing to the larger tax increases
set for the county government and
board of education — said that those
two areas are where taxpayers “are
going to be hit hard” this year.

After Mrs. Gialanella, Mr. Jones
and Mr. Marcus had offered their
comments, Mayor Glover then asked
Councilman William Vastine if he

Westfield Council OKs
Liquor License Modifications

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
the Westfield Town Council passed
on first reading several code review
modifications to municipal ordi-
nances. There will be a public hear-
ing before a final council vote for
these ordinances that is scheduled
for the next town council meeting.
Town Administrator James Gildea
stated all the modified ordinances
will be found on the town’s website,
located at westfieldnj.gov/.

Most of the discussion by the
council and the public pertained to
the passing of an ordinance amend-
ing liquor licenses in town.

The ordinance will allow five res-
taurants in town which have re-
stricted liquor licenses to have full
liquor licenses. Currently those res-
taurants are not permitted to serve
customers alcoholic beverages un-
less they are having a sit-down meal
at the restaurant.

The amended ordinance would

allow those restaurants to serve cus-
tomers at the bar area.

“It is so important for people to
understand that this is not adding
liquor licenses to the Town of
Westfield,” stated Councilman
James Foerst.  “The Town of
Westfield has 10 liquor licenses.
After tonight, we will still have 10
liquor licenses. So there’s no addi-
tional liquor licenses, no adding of
bars. I just want to make that point.

“The three important things that
this ordinance will do is that it raises
the liquor-license fee in keeping
with state guidelines…the second
is that we’re deleting certain limita-
tions on premises holding condi-
tional restaurant licenses to allow
greater flexibility in their bar ser-
vice operations…Again, we’re not
adding five liquor licenses. We’re
simply removing certain limitations
that those conditional license hold-
ers have on the manner in which
they can serve alcoholic beverages
in their restaurants.
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Fanwood Council Rejects Recycling
Bids, Opens New Bidding

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Council discussed plans for the
borough’s recycling center, heard a
presentation from American Water,
and proposed an amended 2014 bud-
get at its meeting on Tuesday night.

Councilman Daniel Levine heads
the council’s committee to investi-
gate recycling arrangements in Fan-
wood prior to renewing the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Recycling
Association’s (SPFRA) lease on the

recycling center.
For many reasons, including chang-

ing commodities prices, SPFRA will
not be able to return a profit from the
recycling center in 2014. A budget
appropriation will be necessary to
keep the center afloat.

Because of the need to renew the
lease, and to include the recycling
center in the borough’s upcoming
budget, the council put out a Re-
quest for Proposals, aiming to en-
courage different organizations to
submit cost-effective plans for main-
taining the center.

Councilman Levine’s committee
considered the proposals, both
curbside as well as center-based, and
found that curbside recycling would
cost the borough about three times as
much as center-based recycling.

The proposals the committee re-
ceived for center-based plans, how-
ever, failed to meet bidding require-
ments. In particular, center-based
proposals were missing the required
performance bids, which are a type
of surety bond guaranteeing that work
will be completed as proposed.

The committee believes other
mechanisms for ensuring perfor-
mance and providing fiscal oversight
are available. Its plan is to reject all
bids currently received and open a
new bidding process, focused solely

on center-based recycling, without
the performance bid requirement.

That plan met with some pushback
from Councilmen Tom Kranz and
Kevin Boris. Councilman Kranz said
he felt he owed it to constituents who
expressed strong interest in curbside
during his recent council campaign
to make sure curbside options were
thoroughly explored.

Councilman Levine said that it
would be impossible for the bor-
ough to afford to provide curbside
recycling without exceeding the 2-
percent tax cap. It might be possible
to pass the costs to individual
homeowners, as is done with trash
collection, but unless the residents
uniformly opt for individual curbside
recycling, the additional logistics and
decreased volume of curbside recy-
cling for a select few could result in
prices that might make individuals
balk.

Harold Clark, president of SPFRA,
also weighed in, saying that, despite
commodity price fluctuations, his
association would return the center
to profitability over time, in part by
applying for grants and sponsorships
to supplement the sale of collected
recyclables.

Mr. Clark told The Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Times, “Yes, taking things
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