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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAVING FUN...Tiger Cub Scouts from Holy Trinity School visit the office of The
Westfield Leader on May 15 to learn about newspapers.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
RELAY FOR LIFE…Cancer survivors lead the first lap at the annual Relay for
Life held Friday night at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader

FARM FRESH…The annual Farmers’ Market returned to Scotch Plains last
weekend to the delight of aficionados of fresh-from-the-farm produce and other
local delicacies. The market runs every Saturday through October.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAG SALE…The First Congregational Church in Westfield held a Tag Sale on
Saturday morning to raise money to send a youth group on a mission trip to
Vermont this summer. The sale raised over $11,000 for the trip.  The unsold items
were donated to charities, including the Westfield Service League thrift shop and
the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless.

duties assure that the highest stan-
dards of patient care are maintained
by the new owner.”

“We think that this would be help-
ful to maintain the care and make
sure that these people that we care
so much about are taken care of
properly,” Ms. Egger said.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son said, “If you are saving $50
million over five years, it sounds
like we will have flat taxes for the
next five years.”

He also asked how the county
would distribute the money from
the sale of Runnells to the public,
“because obviously, it’s the public’s
hospital so we should be getting
this money.”

While the eight freeholders
present (Freeholder Angel Estrada
was absent) unanimously voted in
favor of resolutions to move ahead
with the sale, board members ex-
pressed sadness that Runnells had
to be sold.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen called
it “an unfortunate situation which
was not caused by us” where Medi-
care and Medicaid reimbursement
rates have been and are declining
to the point where the county had
to sell Runnells due to the increas-
ing financial burden on the county.
He said it was “certainly not a
happy day for the county,” but that
the sale was the best thing for the
county.

He said the freeholders wanted
“to protect the patients, and to the
extent possible, the employees at

Runnells Hospital,” which he called
“driving points” behind the mea-
sures passed by the board.

“It is my opinion that we have no
other choice — no other reasonable
choice — but to proceed with ap-
proving the two contracts and mov-
ing ahead with the sale of Runnells
Hospital,” Freeholder Bergen said
prior to the board’s vote. Freeholder
Bergen said he was “very comfort-
able” in selling Runnells to Center
Management, saying he believes the
company will “do a good job at
running this hospital for many
years” after seeing one of Center
Management’s nursing homes in
Passaic County. The company also
owns three facilities in New York.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said he
had hoped “that we would never be
in this position,” but that the declin-
ing reimbursement rates over the
past few years “forced our hand”
where the board “had to make a
decision for the long-time financial
health of this county.”

The sale of Runnells follows a
report by Complete HealthCare Re-
sources-Eastern, Inc. (CHR), which
reviewed ways to enable Runnells
to operate on a sustainable footing.
CHR recommended either the lease
or sale of the facility.

Union County’s action follows
the sale of other county-owned hos-
pitals in New Jersey including
Burlington (2012), Camden (2013),
Cumberland (2011), Essex (1996),
Hudson (2002), Mercer (2010) and
Salem (2009).
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Union County Freeholders

CF Looking to Spend $4 Mil
For Road Paving and Repair

meeting. Fees may increase from
$70 to $85. The township commit-
tee would need to amend the ordi-
nance. No township commissioner
opposed the request for an increase.

The fee hike would support the
requested pay increase for referees
and adding on scorekeepers and
timekeepers. Mr. Robertazzi re-
quested the referees receive a $5-
per-game increase in their pay. “We
are a little on the lower side for our
refs,” he said.

He also asked to hire high-school
students at $10 per game to keep
score and time at the games. Cur-
rently, coaches keep scores. “That
is the thing we are missing to really
make us a league,” Mr. Robertazzi
said. Currently, games may not run
the entire length slotted for, and the
timekeeper would make sure the
kids are playing the length of time
allotted. “Every child should play
the same amount of time,” Mr.
Robertazzi said.

The league has about 850 kids and
played 92 games, Mr. Robertazzi said.

Resident Rita LaBrutto has stated
that Cranford may have the afford-
able-housing credits already in place
necessary to fulfill its affordable-
housing requirements. She said Mon-
day she read a recent response from
the developer who filed a builder’s
remedy lawsuit against the township
in its application to build a housing
development in the Birchwood Av-
enue area.

“I read their response. It centers
around Cranford’s trying to do this to
avoid our affordable-housing obliga-
tion. That is why I go back to the
missing credits. If they were there
upfront in our plans that would take
away that argument by that law firm
that we are trying to avoid our afford-
able housing,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

“It is not that simple,” Township
Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

“…You don’t have to have a deed
restriction on the 20 units at Commu-
nity Outlook, the group homes, that
the source of the funding will do,”
Ms. LaBrutto said she learned re-
cently. She asked the township to
look into this possibility of getting
those 20 units credited toward af-
fordable housing by way of finding
out the source of the funding.

Cranford’s new township engineer,
Carl O’Brien, gave an engineering
report. He discussed current paving
projects and suggested the township
have a 20-year plan for road repav-
ing.

The capital budget was discussed
by the commissioners. Commis-
sioner Hannen said it currently is at
$5.2 million. The police department
is requesting $500,000 to replace
its dispatch system. Also, updates
to parks, reconstruction of sanitary
sewer lines, two new trucks for the
Public Works Department and road
resurfacing items were on the list
for capital improvements.

It also was announced that on
Wednesday, May 28, the New Jer-
sey Army Corps of Engineers and
the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) will hold a public
information session from 7 to 9
p.m. on the findings of the Rahway
River flooding study.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Town-
ship Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
announced at Tuesday night’s regular
township committee meeting that the
township is “hoping to put $4 million
of the capital budget towards paving
and repairing these roads.”

The township hired Maser Consult-
ing to take over the role of township
engineer, to replace Richard Marsden,
who was township engineer for about
10 years.

“Our goal is to get projects done this
year. We had a couple that were hang-
ing, grants hanging…Maser will be
responsible that this happens, that it
gets done. They have compiled a list of
the 50 worst roads in town,” Commis-
sioner D’Ambola said. “We are look-
ing from anywhere between 10 to 20
roads…to get done this year.”

“Maser submitted a nine-page out-
line of items that need to be addressed,”
Mr. D’Ambola said.

Winans Avenue is expected to be
reconstructed this year; Lincoln Av-
enue has money awarded, and
$115,000 in grant money for improve-
ments on South Avenue is anticipated
to begin this year, Mr. D’Ambola said.
The Orchard Brook flood control
project is expected to begin again, he
said. Orchard Brook is a tributary of
the Rahway River.

During public comment, Steve
Cermak of Ramapo Road complained
about the sanitary sewer, gas and water
main construction and a road resurfac-
ing project that started last July and is
still in progress on his block, in a
section he said is called Munsee. “It is
horrible,” he said. “They are still dump-
ing, debris, sand, stone, concrete…it is
out of control.” He said the road and
curb repair does not match up and
parts are unfinished. He said the work
begins at 6:45 a.m.

“What you are describing is not
acceptable,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

At the beginning of the meeting, Mr.
D’Ambola congratulated the Cranford
PAL Central Jersey Midget Wrestling
Team for its undefeated season. The
mayor presented certificates to the team
members and coaches.

Additionally, John Shaw was hon-
ored by Mayor Kalnins on receiving
his Eagle Scout Award — the highest
award in Boy Scouting. For his Eagle
Scout project, John refurbished the
after-care playroom at St. Michael’s
School and raised $1,700. He has
earned 21 merit badges during his
Scouting career.

Mr. D’Ambola also congratulated
the Union County College track and
field team for earning three golds, sil-
ver and a bronze medal.

“Coincidentally, The Star-Ledger
reported that Union County is devel-
oping a $4-million athletic field at
Warinanco Park. It will consist of
bleachers, an eight-lane running track,
an artificial turf field for football, soc-
cer and track, concession stands and
restrooms. It looks like the answer for

Union County College, so they don’t
have to tear down 700 trees and pos-
sible create more flooding,” Mr.
D’Ambola said.

“I hope the college very seriously
considers Warinanco Park or Oak Ridge
Golf Course, two alternatives that are
out there that would be much more
suitable for this project than the Cran-
ford campus. The college lives in our
town and we are asking them to be
good neighbors,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Four township employees received
approval through resolution from the
committee to receive salary step pro-
gression. Deputy Municipal Clerk
Heather Capone, range 11, step 3 at a
salary of $62,586; Chief Financial
Officer Lavona Patterson, range 4 at a
salary of $115,000; Court Administra-
tor Lorie Powell, range 11, step 2 at a
salary of $57,950, and Municipal Clerk
Tara Rowley, range 7, step 3 at a salary
of $86,168.

The resolution is the first set of sal-
ary step progression since the commit-
tee put in place an evaluation process
for all employees, Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said. “It is a quantifiable step
to make our town work better and be
more effective and be more efficient,”
Ms. Adubato said.

Mayor Kalnins attended a FEMA
Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting on
Monday with Union County officials.
“This was an important event. It was
2006 when our hazard mitigation plan
was updated,” Mayor Kalnins said.
“We get our own special part of the
plan,” he said. Mayor Kalnins said the
township may receive FEMA funds
for “flooding projects that have been
sitting for years. Particularly some of
the express sewers on Riverside Drive
and on Balmiere [Parkway] to allevi-
ate flooding before the banks get
popped.”

Commissioner O’Connor an-
nounced that Cranford Police Officers
John Rattigan, Nadia Jones and Steven
D’Ambola teamed up to deliver a baby
girl at the intersection of North Avenue
and Carpenter Place Monday morn-
ing.

The first Town Hall meeting will
take place on Wednesday, June 11, at
the Cranford Community Center, with
Commissioner O’Connor and Deputy
Mayor Adubato set to discuss the
Mayor’s Wellness Program and the
upcoming farmers’ market.

Mayor Kalnins said at Tuesday’s
township committee conference ses-
sion that the police department is an-
ticipating three retirements to take place
by October, which would up the open
positions on the force to four, after
Police Chief Eric Mason retired earlier
this year. The goal would be to pro-
mote positions to fill openings for one
sergeant, one lieutenant and one cap-
tain.

“I anticipate seeing retirements in
the fire department also,” Commis-
sioner O’Connor said. “I recommend
we not authorize promotions until we
have a standardized policy in place.”
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Cranford Green Acres

petitively motivated to stay open
until ‘last calls.’

“Is that the downtown that at-
tracts the families that move to this
town or where we feel safe allow-
ing our children to roam? I am sure
that changing our ordinance would
be a major coup for someone’s ca-
reer, or perhaps a financial benefit
to an individual or business, but to
me, it is nothing short of a change
in the culture of the town I love and
feel obligated to defend.

“People can call that ‘fear-mon-
gering;’ I call it insightful and pro-
tective. To those people who have
said they voted for me because they
knew I would pay attention and
vote for the right thing for the right
reason…sit up and take notice.”

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.
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ready a year behind schedule, would
not be finished in time.

The Garwood Borough Council
has been told by construction offi-
cials that the AFC has a projected
completion time of mid-July.

Superintendent Quigley reported
that Lincoln School’s sixth-grade
students earlier this spring took the
math portion of a test offered by the
Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) to evaluate the school’s
infrastructure to administer the test.
Before the end of the year, the
school’s 75 sixth- and eighth-grade
students will take the full test, again
strictly to examine the school’s
infrastructure.

The students will not be informed
of any grade, Ms. Quigley said.

She also reported that Garwood
will pay $6,000 per student next year,
same as this school year, to send
children to the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools in Scotch
Plains. That compares with just un-
der $11,000 per student Garwood
will pay Clark to send its students to
Arthur L. Johnson High School.

The school year will conclude on
Friday, June 20, with graduation for
the eighth-grade students that
evening. The original date had been
Wednesday, June 18, which was
moved to Monday, June 23, because
of closures due to snow. However,
Ms. Quigley said June 23 was calcu-
lated in error and the correction will
now conclude the school year on
June 20.

The calendar will include this
Friday’s 10th annual Field Day at
Unami Park, which will begin at the
school’s regular start time of 8:20
a.m. and conclude at 12:45 p.m. with
the eighth grade vs. faculty kickball
game. Although rain has been fore-
casted for Friday, Ms. Quigley was
hopeful it would hold off until the
afternoon to avoid a third straight
indoor event.

PTA Committee Chairwoman
Amanda Langston told the board that
the eighth-grade trip this year is sched-
uled for Thursday and Friday, May
29 and 30, to Gettysburg, Pa., and
that an outdoor family movie night
was being planned for Friday, June
6, at the school, although a film has
not been selected.
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Reading is good for you!
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nology, Engineering and Math) pro-
gram. He noted the success the dis-
trict has had with the STEM pro-
gram over the past school year. He
cited the STEM Camp held last sum-
mer, and said this year’s STEM
Camp, a two-week session, is al-
ready sold out. He said there were
two new STEM high-school
courses, exercise and sports sci-
ence and forensics. Mr. Piniero also
said this year there were STEM
after-school and evening activities,
which included parents.

He said teams representing
Westfield High School and Edison
Intermediate School ended the sea-
son by qualifying in first and sec-
ond place in the New Jersey FIRST
Tech Challenge State Champion-
ship. He said Franklin School fifth-
grade students were winners in the
2014 ePals-SmithsonianInventit
Challenge. Forensics teacher Su-
san Marie Terra was the winner of
the Bayer-National Science Teacher
Association Fellow for the 2013-
2014 school year. Mr. Piniero said
the district has partnered with Kean
University and the Center for Ex-
cellence in STEM Education for
revising and implementing the el-
ementary curriculum.

On another subject, the district
applied for and received 36 New
Jersey Schools Development Au-
thority grants of over $5 million to
upgrade the air conditioning sys-
tem in all schools in the district,
which comes to $288,600 per
school. Board President Richard
Mattessich said the grants cover 40
percent of the cost and the district
has to pick up the rest. He said the
elementary schools are the area of
need. He said the cost to put central
air in the middle schools and the
high school would be too much for
the district to bear. Mr. Mattessich
said a letter is going out to the
parent-teacher organizations of the
middle schools and the high school
offering an option of fundraising
for that purpose.

The board voted to re-appoint the
school resource officer, an appoint-
ment which stirred controversy last

year because of the objection by
some to having an armed police
officer in the schools. Westfield
Police Officer Jeff Johnson is posi-
tioned in Westfield High School,
but visits all of the district schools.
District Director of Counseling
Maureen Mazzarese and Westfield
High School Vice-Principal James
De Sarno praised Officer Johnson’s
contribution to the district in many
situations over the past school year.

Board member Mitchell Slater
cast a no vote. He said he was dis-
appointed that Officer Johnson was
not present because he wanted to
ask him some questions. He said he
is unhappy that an armed police
officer is in the schools. Mr. Slater
said he did not see why, for security
purposes, the district could not use
a program where teachers and ad-
ministrators could use Share 9-1-1,
a program to use their iPhones to
call for outside help in an instant if
they needed it.

“I don’t understand why we have
to go in this direction,” he said. “I
think it’s wrong for Westfield.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan responded, “I have spo-
ken to the (police) chief (David
Wayman), and to a security com-
pany that works with us; neither of
them thought that system was
needed or is a priority.”

Ms. Kurstedt cited personal rea-
sons, such as time demands, as the
reason for stepping down from the
board. However, she will be around
for seven more months, she said.
She thanked the community for giv-
ing her the opportunity to serve.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, June 10, at 7:30 p.m. at
the administration building, located
at 203 Elm Street.
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Editor’s Note: The offices
of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will be closed on
Monday, May 26, in obser-
vance of  Memorial Day.


