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Become Part Of The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team.
At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

WOUNDED
WARRIOR PROJECT Memorial Day

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MASTER GARDENERS...The Master Gardeners of Union County held their 25th annual spring garden fair and plant sale
Sunday at the Trailside Nature and Science Museum in the Watchung Reservation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUPPORTING OUR SOLDIERS…Volunteers help pack boxes during the
“Support 4 Soldiers” Packing Day held Sunday at the Westfield Armory.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RUN FOR THE PARK…Hundreds of runners participate in the Run for the
Park 5K race held Sunday morning at Tamaques Park to benefit the Westfield
Recreation Department.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PEDAL POWER…The Cranford Rotary Club collects bicycle donations for
Pedals for Progress on Saturday morning in the parking lot of Orange Avenue Pool.

Freeholders OK Measures to
Sell Runnells for $26 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County’s
sale of Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital is moving into the final stages
with Center Management Group
LLC agreeing to purchase the 43-
acre Berkeley Heights property for
$26 million. County officials said
the property’s transfer to its new
owner is expected to be completed
by October 1. The county’s free-
holder board on Thursday passed
measures to move ahead with the
sale.

Dan Sullivan, acting executive
director of the county’s improve-
ment authority, which negotiated
the sale with Center Management,
said a number of things have to be
done to complete the transaction,
including transfer of various state
licenses from the county and
Runnells to the new owner. The
state also must approve the sale.

Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak said the sale is expected to
save the county $50 million over
the next five years, noting that the
county subsidized Runnells to the
tune of $13.5-million in 2013. In
addition, he said the property would
now be placed on the tax rolls, where
it would generate a half million
dollars annually in tax collection
revenue for the county and Berke-
ley Heights.

Among the stipulations agreed to
by Center Management is a 99-year
deed restriction that will keep the
facility as a long-term care facility
and that all Runnells employees in
good standing be offered jobs at
Runnells or at one of Center
Management’s other facilities. As
of a March report by a Runnells
Hospital Evaluation Team formed
by the county, there were 173 full-

time employees at the facility. A
number of departments had been
privatized through county contracts
over the past few years in an effort
to reduce costs, which reduced the
hospital’s number of employees.

In addition, the new owner has
agreed to revenue sharing with the
county, “for any new health-related
services to the hospital,” Freeholder
Hudak said. In addition, per the
agreement, Center Management has
agreed to maintain a certain per-
centage of Runnells’ beds for Union
County residents.

Per the evaluation team’s report,
the county anticipates related costs
including $3 million in unemploy-
ment costs for Runnells’ full-time
workers who are laid off, $6.5 mil-
lion in pension obligations and $5.7
million in retirement health ben-
efits for Runnells retirees, as well
as $6 million for the county to pay
off the facility’s debt.

“The primary concern of the
board has been, and will always be,
that Union County residents have
access to high-quality health care
services for nursing care and other
specialized needs,” Freeholder
Hudak said in a press releases after
the meeting by the county. “The
bottom line is that Runnells will
continue to serve the community.”

During Thursday’s special meet-
ing on the measures, Barbara Egger,
president of Health Professionals
and Allied Employees (HPAE) Lo-
cal 5112, representing Runnells’
nurses, said the union is concerned
about the care of long-term resi-
dents and patients at Runnells. She
said in order to maintain quality
care at Runnells, HPAE is request-
ing creation of a community over-
sight board “that would among other
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CF May Seek Green Acres
Funding for UCC Site

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township is
continuing its opposition against
the turf sports field proposed by
Union County College (UCC),
which has postponed its plans to
construct the field for its soccer and
lacrosse programs along with a six-
lane track for that program. At the
township committee’s agenda meet-
ing on Monday, Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. proposed going out for
state Green Acres funding for the
4.3 acres of forested land the col-
lege has proposed for the field’s
site.

“I don’t understand why our state
representatives have not taken an
active role in this,” resident Bar-
bara Krause said. She said the state
provides one-third of the college’s
funding.

“We have talked to them and they
support the position,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“They would have influence; they
are appointing these trustees,” Mrs.
Krause said.

When asked if Westfield was on
board to officially oppose the turf
field on the Cranford UCC campus,
Mayor Kalnins responded, “They
are concerned the options may be
worse for Westfield.”

“They don’t support that project,
but they don’t know what the other
options are and they are worried,”
Mayor Kalnins added.

In other business, the township’s
recreation basketball league may
see an increase in user fees, as re-
quested by Recreation and Parks
Department Director Steve
Robertazzi at Monday’s workshop

WF Council OKs on First Reading
Liquor License Modifications

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
the Westfield Town Council passed
on first reading several code review
modifications to municipal ordi-
nances. There will be a public hear-
ing before a final council vote for
these ordinances that is scheduled
for the next town council meeting.
Town Administrator James Gildea
stated all the modified ordinances
will be found on the town’s website,
located at westfieldnj.gov/.

Most of the discussion by the
council and the public pertained to
the passing of an ordinance amend-
ing liquor licenses in town.

The ordinance will allow five res-

taurants in town which have re-
stricted liquor licenses to have full
liquor licenses. Currently those res-
taurants are not permitted to serve
customers alcoholic beverages un-
less they are having a sit-down meal
at the restaurant.

The amended ordinance would
allow those restaurants to serve cus-
tomers at the bar area.

“It is so important for people to
understand that this is not adding
liquor licenses to the Town of
Westfield,” stated Councilman
James Foerst.  “The Town of
Westfield has 10 liquor licenses.
After tonight, we will still have 10
liquor licenses. So there’s no addi-
tional liquor licenses, no adding of
bars. I just want to make that point.

“The three important things that
this ordinance will do is that it raises
the liquor-license fee in keeping
with state guidelines…the second
is that we’re deleting certain limita-
tions on premises holding condi-
tional restaurant licenses to allow
greater flexibility in their bar ser-
vice operations…Again, we’re not
adding five liquor licenses. We’re
simply removing certain limitations
that those conditional license hold-
ers have on the manner in which
they can serve alcoholic beverages
in their restaurants.

“Finally, changing the limitation
in the number of musicians. Right
now, a conditional liquor-license
holder is only allowed to have one
musician perform at a time….we’re
increasing that to five. So that’s not
only the five conditional liquor-li-
cense holders but that’s all 10 of
our liquor-license holders.”

As during the last council meet-
ing, during the public comments
portion of the meeting, several resi-
dents expressed their opinion on
the ordinance. Of those who spoke,
six members of the public supported
the modifications while one did not.

The vote carried 7 to 1, with
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
casting the only dissenting vote.
Councilman Keith Loughlin was
absent.

Ms. Kimmins released a state-
ment regarding her vote against the
modification of the liquor-license
ordinance to The Westfield Leader:
“Why am I opposed to this change?
Why isn’t everyone in this town
jumping up and down to oppose
this ordinance?

“When you get past the legal jar-
gon, and smoke and mirrors, you
need to realize that this is opening
the downtown to two-story cater-
ing halls, nightclub restaurants and
themed sports bars that are com-
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Garwood BOE Accepts Bids
To Fix Dampers, Elevator

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation approved two construction
contracts worth $43,275 to replace
and repair fire dampers in Lincoln
School as well as replace the chair
lift/elevator at the facility at its meet-
ing on Tuesday.

The board’s building and grounds
committee sought bids and put forth
the low offer of $19,775 from
Haenssler Sheet Metal Works of
Newark to fix the dampers, devices
that permit air flow through a duct
system, but close either electrically
or mechanically to prevent the
spread of smoke or fire throughout
the building in an emergency.

The work was prompted, accord-
ing to school Superintendent Teresa
Quigley and board member Adele
Lewis, due to repeated appearances
at the school by a representative of
the sheet metal workers union in
Cranford, who continually made
claims that repairs were needed.

The board sought the original
contractor, who was no longer avail-
able, according to Superintendent

Quigley, requiring the search for a
new one.

The board also approved $23,500
for the elevator, used essentially for
wheelchairs, for Handi Lift of
Carlstadt. Haenssler’s bid was
$9,125 lower than its only competi-
tor, Lighton Industries of Staten
Island, while Handi Lift came in
$200 cheaper than Mobility Eleva-
tor and Lift of West Caldwell.

The money had already been ap-
propriated in last month’s adoption
of an $8.5-million budget.

BOE Building and Grounds Com-
mittee Chairman Brendan
McDermott noted his panel had be-
gun considering its five-year capi-
tal improvement program and also
said the group was considering ret-
rofitting Lincoln School with light
emitting diode, or LED, lights as a
long-term cost-saving measure.

He also reported that the
borough’s recreation program will
use the school’s facilities for its
summer program from June 30 to
August 8 since the $3.2-million
Athletic Field Complex (AFC), al-
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BOE Seeks Central AC Grants;
Kurstedt Not Seeking Reelection

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of
education met Tuesday night and
had a full agenda, which included
an update on the STEM program,
the acceptance of state grants for
central air conditioning, the reap-
pointing of the resource officer, and
accepting the announcement of
Board Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt that she will not seek re-
election.

The board honored Sean
Bonasera, a technology teacher at
Edison Intermediate School, on
being selected as a Teacher of Ex-
cellence by the New Jersey Tech-
nology Engineering Education As-

sociation. He was praised as being
dedicated and innovative.

Paul Piniero, assistant superin-
tendent of curriculum, gave an up-
date on the STEM (Science, Tech-


