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PRYBYLSKI SLAMS IN 5, KESSLER RULES FACE-OFFS

Blue Devil Laxers Roll, Rout
Raiders in UCT Semis, 15-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior face-off specialist Jack
Kessler turned the tables from the
second quarter onward and the sec-
ond-seeded Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team followed suit with
a 15-6 victory over third-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the semi-
final round of the Union County Tour-
nament at A.L. Johnson High School
in Clark on May 9.

After being out-badgered, 4-1, in
face-offs by Raider James Lettieri in
the first quarter, Kessler found the
rhythm to win 15 of the next 19 face-
offs. Prior to his change in rhythm,
the 13-3 Raiders held a 3-1 lead after
the first quarter.

“As the game goes on, usually I
start off and try to read the refs. So at
first, you don’t really know the calls
you are going to get, quick or slow. As
the game goes on, I try to read what
they are doing and read the whistle,”
Kessler explained.

As a result of Kessler winning the
face-offs, 15-4, in the final three quar-

ters, the Blue Devils found it easy to
pound the Raiders’ net. Luke
Prybylski stuffed in five goals and
added an assist. Pat Decker netted
three goals, and Chris Aslanian scored
two goals and added three assists. Pat
Aslanian had two goals, and Chris
Callahan and Dane Huber each had a
goal and two assists, while Owen
Colwell added a goal.

“Sometimes it takes him a little bit
to settle in. The ref is different. Every
whistle is different, so it takes him a
little time to get his cadence down
and for him to feel comfortable. It’s
different from any position out there
where the spotlight is on you for that
split second when you are taking face-
offs. He’s been our man all year. He’s
been respondent every single game.
We wouldn’t be where we are today
without him,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Pat Tuohy said.

“Having Jack on the face-off is just
great. Getting possessions obviously
leads to goals. He’s a huge part of our
team. He really came on in the second
half, and that is why we were able to

get all those goals,” Chris Aslanian
said.

Kevin Kerby led the Raiders with
three goals and two assists, and Kevin
Charos netted a goal and two assists.
Gabe Gibson and Christian Gordon
each scored one goal, and Scott
Nizolak and Tom Walker each added
an assist.

With Lettieri’s dominance in the
center, the Raiders got two goals from
Kerby and another from Gibson, while
Chris Aslanian scored once in the
first quarter.

The second quarter, however, was
a 5-0 blitz with four Blue Devils
getting into the scoring action.

“I was keeping my head up, play-
ing unselfish lacrosse. We have a lot
of talent around the offensive end, so
it makes my job easier, because when
I get the ball to those guys, they
finish,” Aslanian said.

The Blue Devils won the third quar-
ter, 3-1, to make the score, 9-4. The
Chris Aslanian-to-Prybylski combi-
nation created the first goal then

PAOLETTI SCORES 2 GOALS; TANJI, DEVIN GET 1 EACH

Hilltoppers Halt Blue Devils
For UCT Girls Lax Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another rung on the ladder to the
top for the Union County Tourna-
ment title had been attained by the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team, but the top-seeded Summit
Hilltoppers made sure that the top
rung remained theirs with a 12-4 vic-
tory in the championship game at
A.L. Johnson High School in Clark
on May 12.

The Blue Devils made that step
when they knocked off second-seeded
Oak Knoll, 10-9, in the UCT semifi-
nals in Clark on May 6. In that game,
the Lady Blue Devils pulled off an 8-
2 run in the second half to stagger the
Royals.

The opposite, however, happened
with the Hilltoppers. After a rela-
tively competitive first half, the
Hilltoppers shut out the Blue Devils,
5-0, and goalkeeper Kady Glynn
worked miracles with save-after-save

to keep her net from being penetrated.
Glynn finished with four saves in the
first half but added seven more in the
second half. Backup goalkeeper
Caroline Cranley played the final few
minutes and made one save. Blue
Devil goalkeeper Mallory Weisse
stopped 10 shots.

“Kady Glynn is probably one of
the best goalies that we’ve seen. She
plays a nice game, and she had some
amazing saves. That’s probably the
best I’ve seen her play, and I’ve seen
her a lot. We had the shots. We needed
to shoot more high. She’s really good
low. We needed to fake, and we didn’t
do that like we needed. And we prob-
ably got frustrated,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Sam Warner said.

The Hilltoppers’ defense also
helped tighten the reins on the Blue
Devils’ attack scheme, especially in
the second half.

“They doubled early. We tried to
force our way through the doubles
early in the game, which probably
caused a few turnovers that didn’t
need to happen. We were a little

frazzled, because we are a young
team. Those forced turnovers early
kind of set the tone for our attack,
because we weren’t able to execute
the way we wanted to,” Coach Warner
said.

The draw controls were relatively
even throughout, but turnovers
worked to the Hilltoppers’ advantage
early. Less than two minutes into the
game Sara Szynal notched the first of
her four goals. Five minutes later
Olivia Kelly scored then Szynal, as-
sisted by Maggie Moriority, made
the score 3-0. The Blue Devils’ first
goal came from midfielder Anna Tanji
on a left-hand slam.

After Szynal netted her third goal,
Blue Devil attacker Sam Paoletti
scored unassisted to make the score,
4-2. Hilltoppers Callie Humphrey and
Julia Persche scored then Blue Devil
Gwyn Devin hit on an overhead shot.
Szynal scored her fourth goal then
with 17 seconds left in the first half,
Paoletti scored her second goal.

The Hilltoppers’ defense and Glynn
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Probitas Verus Honos

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LITTLE EXTRA NUDGE...Blue Devil defender Kevin Frega, No. 19, gives Raider Kevin Charos, No. 19, a nudge as Blue
Devil goalkeeper Alex D’Amato, No. 35, sets himself. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders, 15-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET THROUGH...Blue Devil attacker Sam Paoletti, No. 6, attempts to get around Hilltopper Emily Kalin,
No. 4, during the Union County Championship game in Clark on May 12. Summit won, 12-4.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports


