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Blue Devils Topple GL, 5-3, for 14th UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

the first inning. I knew I could just go
out there and throw strikes. I didn’t
have to do anything too crazy,”
DeMartino said.

“He was tough as nails. Fortunately,
we have a deep pitching staff, and we
had Jack Bunting ready if we needed.
We had Mike Androconis. We had
every pitcher we needed ready. Five
runs is all we need. It was a nice win
for our guys,” Coach Brewster said.

The Blue Devils did score once in
the top of the first inning when lead-
off hitter Anthony Perconte singled,
and after Tyler Bowman walked,
Perconte scored on a throwing error.
Even though the Highlanders turned
a double play to end the inning, the
Blue Devils forced Ethan Frohman,
who entered the game with a 6-0
record, to throw a lot of pitches, and
with the exception of the fifth inning,
that strategy continued.

“We got him at 135. That was our
goal to make him pitch a lot. We thought
maybe we could get him out early, but
they left him in and that worked to our
advantage, because the more pitches
we saw the more we were going to hit
him,” DeMartino said.

The Highlanders tagged DeMartino
for two runs in the bottom of the first.
Barron Natelli doubled and scored on
Ryan Jenning’s fading triple down
the right field line. Ian Lynch hopped
a groundout to third as Jennings
scuffed the plate.

The Highlanders threatened again
in the second. With runners on base,
John Tedesco launched a shot toward
the left-centerfield fence, but Perconte
turned on the jets and managed to
haul it in to save two runs.

“There was two outs, first and sec-
ond, I heard it hit hard. I took one
look at it. It was going over my head,
and I turned straight at it and ran as
hard as I could. After it was coming
down, I looked up and got it about
two or three feet in front of the warn-
ing track,” Perconte described.

“No doubt about it. We saw it and I

said, ‘Oh my God! Now we are down
4-1, and he ran that sucker down then
he ran two down in right-center. There
isn’t anybody better than him. If there
is, I got to see him,” Coach Brewster
said.

Perconte’s other great snag came
in the sixth inning, this time sprinting
in the other direction towards right
field.

“Running left or right is fine. It’s
the one that is hit straight over your
head that is the hardest. I was more
sure of that, because that one hung up
there more,” Perconte said.

The Blue Devils, who totaled eight
hits, got a big three-run fourth inning
in a peculiar way. After the first two
batters were retired, Cal Robertshaw
drew a seemingly harmless walk. Jake
Boyle stepped in for the injured Chris
Hogge and drilled a first-pitch fastball
to center scoring Robertshaw.

“I was glad to get an opportunity
today. Hogge hurt his arm, and I wanted
to make the best of the opportunity. It
was a fastball over the middle, so I
wanted to jump on it. He has a really
nice curve, so I didn’t want to let him
get ahead in the count. I didn’t think he
would be expecting much of a guy
coming off the bench,” Boyle said.

“That was probably the most clutch
at-bat I’ve ever seen. He came off the
bench after not playing too much
during the season. To hit a double
with two outs to tie it up, you can’t get
any better than that,” DeMartino said.

Next, Dan DoCampo dropped an
RBI single into left then Perconte
made the score, 4-2, with an RBI
triple to center. In the sixth, DoCampo
brought Robertshaw home again with
a double to left.

“My hat has to go off to Jacob
Boyle, who had played sparingly all
year. He comes in on and injury and
cracks a double, started a rally.
DoCampo had two big hits at the
bottom of the order. When you get
big hits at the bottom of the order, that
makes your team that much better,”

Coach Brewster said.
“I knew he was going to throw me

fastballs, because I hit in the nine
spot. I knew I wanted to hit it to left,
because I saw the leftfielder shifted in
the gap, and leftfield was good for a
double and, at least, a run,” DoCampo
said.

DoCampo also keeps opponents
on their toes, because of his reputa-
tion for laying down some nasty bunts.

“I have been consistently getting
them down no matter where they pitch
to me. Anything for the team,”
DoCampo said.

The Highlanders’ third run came in
the sixth when Lynch whacked a lead-
off triple to right and Pat Mahoney
tapped a slow RBI groundout to sec-
ond. But in the seventh, DeMartino
slammed the door with two straight
strikeouts and a groundout to short.

In addition to his pitching, Frohman
finished with a pair of singles, and
Jennings added a chopping single.
Blue Devil Marc Luino had two
singles and Bowman added an infield
single.

The victory completed two fabu-
lous weeks where the Blue Devils
defeated Cranford twice in the first
week and Governor Livingston twice
in the next.

“It feels great, because we came so
close the last couple of years. We
faced a really good pitcher last year,
Williamson. We had a great pitcher
here again today. We knew we were
going to have to put up a couple of
runs and Brad was going to pitch a
good game for us,” Perconte said.

“It’s hard to describe how it feels. I
am just glad to be a part of it. We came
this far last year and lost, so we didn’t
want to do the same thing,” Boyle
said.

“As a young guy on this team with
a bunch of seniors, it’s great to watch
them close out with a county champi-
onship,” DoCampo said.
Westfield 100 301 0 5
Gov. Livingston 200 001 0 3
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Classic Center Hall Colonial 
situated on an impeccably 
landscaped piece of property. 
Enjoy the wonderful location 
of this home offering 3 up-
dated baths, replacement win-
dows, spacious family room, 
central air conditioning, and 3 
bedrooms with plenty of room 
and lots of closet space. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to add 
your personal touches and 
own a beautiful piece of West-
field! Priced at $875,000. 

Westfield-West � 600 North Avenue West, Westfield  � 908-233-0065 
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Gracious Center Hall Colo-
nial located at the end of a cul
-de-sac. Panoramic winter 
views and summer enjoyment 
by the in-ground pool and 
deck. This home offers spa-
cious rooms, 2 fireplaces, 4 
bedrooms, bright family room, 
and a walk out basement with 
large rec room, wine cellar & 
cedar closet.  Don’t miss this 
beautiful Mountainside home 
made for entertaining! Priced 
at $960,000. 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TIME FOR CELEBRATION...The Blue Devils celebrate near the mound after winning the Union County Tournament
Championship at Kean University in Union on May 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY BASEBALL CHAMPS...The Blue Devils defeated top-seeded Governor Livingston, 5-3, to earn the
Union County Tournament championship. It was the 14th UCT title for the Blue Devils baseball team.


