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EARTH WEEK…Students from Evergreen School in Scotch Plains display some
of the gently used plastic toys that they collected in celebration of Earth Week.
Despite the pouring rain, over 200 toys were collected in one hour’s time. 1-800-
Got-Junk? offered to deliver the plastic toys to Hopes Cap in Plainfield the very
same day.
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VALOR AWARDS…The Union County 200 Club held its annual awards luncheon on May 8, at which time the 2014 Valor
Award recipients were recognized. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Elizabeth Police Detective Raymond Smith,
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo, Fanwood Police Sergeant Marc Gottlick and Union County Police and SWAT Team
Commander Captain Martin Mogensen; middle row, Scotch Plains Police Officer Christopher Aversa, Scotch Plains Police
Officer James Richie, Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Joseph Zito and Union County Police Officer Kenneth Matz, and top
row, Elizabeth Firefighter Patrick Wirkus and Elizabeth Firefighter Sean Horton.
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101 YEARS YOUNG…Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops from Mountainside and
other members of the community gather outside the home of resident Louis Vitale
to serenade him on the day of his 101st birthday on May 4. Mr. Vitale was presented
with an oversized greeting card and a basket full of goodies. A Happy Birthday sing-
along followed, which also included a rendition of “God Bless America.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GLASS FROM THE PAST…Cindi Pepe and Mark Gechtberg examine their
wares at the bi-annual Cranford Antique Show held Saturday in the parking lot
of the Cranford United Methodist Church.

Grace Park

Freeholders Approve
Peer Group Funding

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday voted to con-
tinue funding of $508,000 to replace
Peer Grouping grant funding the county
receives from the state, funding it would
lose if the pending sale of Runnells
Specialized Hospital is completed this
summer to a private nursing home op-
erator.

The funding is used for home health
services for seniors to prevent institu-
tionalization of these residents, accord-
ing to the resolution passed by the
board.

Karen Dinsmore, assistant director
of the Department of Human Services,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the county would no longer
be eligible for the grant if the hospital is
sold, but that the county freeholders
have agreed to fund the program
through the end of the year.

Ms. Dinsmore said the state would
provide funding for the first half of the
year and the county the second half of
2014. The county is currently in nego-
tiations with Center Management
Group of Flushing, N.Y. to sell Runnells.
Negotiations are being handled by the
county’s improvement authority.

Representatives of agencies that are
funded through the grant thanked the
freeholders at Thursday’s meeting for
agreeing to fill the funding gap.

Maria Mullen of Cranford, director
of nursing services for Jewish Family
Services of Elizabeth, said the agency
has been the recipient of Peer Group-
ing funding for the past 20 years. The
agency will receive $160,000 this year,
according to the resolution.

“These funds are used to help people
who can not be served through other
grants or through insurance. Typically,

it’s the client who does not qualify for
Medicaid, often just missing the cutoff
by only a few dollars, or the chronically
ill,” she said.

Ms. Mullen said Medicare does not
cover home care for long-term care.
She said through Peer Grouping fund-
ing, Jewish Family Services provided
4,755 hours of service to 150 clients
over the age of 60 in 2013.

“The in-home services we provide
allow our clients to maintain their inde-
pendence while aging safely with dig-
nity in their home in the community
that they love,” Ms. Mullen said.

The agency’s services include light
housekeeping, laundry services, food
shopping, personal care, food prepara-
tion and companionship. In addition,
their registered nurses provide health
education, medication monitoring,
safety assessment, nutritional counsel-
ing as well as supervision and training
of the home health aides.

She thanked the freeholders for agree-
ing to fund the program with the loss of
state funding, saying they are, “provid-
ing a vital lifeline to our most vulner-
able residents of Union County.”

Frank Brady, president of the Center
for Hope Hospice of Elizabeth, which
will receive $150,000, also spoke. He
said the agency serves clients who he
described as “often medically indigent”
as they are uninsured. He said the
agency’s medical director works with
these clients to make sure “that their
needs at the end of life are going to be
met in the most compassionate and
humane ways possible.”

“This has been our mission for over
30 years,” Mr. Brady said, noting that
the agency provides more than 1,000
service days per the Peer Grouping
grant. In addition, the agency provides
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FW Police Chief Trigo, SP Cops
Among Valor Award Recipients
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Detective
Raymond Smith was somewhat per-
plexed as he waited in the VIP room at
L’Affaire Fine Catering Friday to re-
ceive a 2014 Valor Award.

Last year, a routine investigation al-
most turned deadly when Det. Smith
fired two close-range shots at a suspect
fleeing a recycling center in Elizabeth
in a vehicle.

The suspect, who was allegedly sell-
ing stolen truck batteries, had nine pre-
vious arrests, ranging from aggravated
assault to eluding police to possession
of a controlled dangerous substance.
He survived.

“It was a nonsense job that I guess

went bad,” said Det. Smith, a 31-year
veteran. “More than anything, I was
very thankful that the guy that I hap-
pened to shoot was okay.”

While Det. Smith is
humbled to be honored for
his “valor” that day – at one
point, he was trapped in-
side an open car door while
the suspect drove in reverse
– he admitted that the award
was unnecessary.

“I just think it’s part of
my job,” said Det. Smith.
“This is what we choose to
do, and I don’t really think
that we should be honored. To me this
is almost ridiculous. I really don’t think
that it’s necessary to have a pat on the

back or an award or special ceremony
for just doing your job.”

Nonetheless, Det. Smith was one of
10 police officers and
firefighters commended for
specific actions while re-
sponding to emergency situ-
ations in 2013 at the 45th
Annual 200 Club of Union
County Valor Awards lun-
cheon.

The others included Eliza-
beth firefighters Sean
Horton and Patrick Wirkus,
Union County SWAT Com-
mander Martin Mogensen,

Union County Police Officer Kenneth
Matz, Scotch Plains Police Officers
Chris Aversa and James Richie, Scotch
Plains Police Lieutenant Joseph Zito,
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo,
and Fanwood Police Sergeant Marc
Gottlick.

Grace Park, Acting Union County
prosecutor, gave the keynote address.

“What I find most incredible is that
when I ask and congratulate each one
of these men for their bravery, for their
service, it’s a very similar response. It’s
not, you know, ‘I did a great job.’ It was
‘Just part of the job, ma’am.’ It’s that
humility. It’s that commitment and call-
ing to service that we honor here to-
day.”

Seven of the recipients were hon-
ored for their role in an incident in
Fanwood in November, in which a
suspect wielded a firearm from a sec-
ond-floor window, threatening to kill
himself. A dead dog, which had been
shot, was on the front lawn. Officers
learned that the suspect had numerous
firearms and was an avid shooter.

The suspect fired several shots at
officers, who returned fire, driving him
back. When SWAT officers arrived at
the scene, negotiations continued for
seven hours, until they were able to
distract the suspect and subdue him.
No one was seriously injured in the
shootout.

“I feel that I was just doing my job

Eck Focused on Health Care
In Congressional Campaign

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — After running in the
New Jersey special election for the
Republican Primary for U.S. Senate
last summer, Republican Alieta Eck is
now running for the 12th District Con-
gressional seat, which will be vacated
when current Democratic Rep. Rush
Holt retires later this year. She will face
the winner in the four-candidate Demo-
cratic Primary field, to be decided on
Tuesday, June 3.

A physician, Ms. Eck has been work-
ing with her husband in private practice
in Piscataway since 1988. They moved
to Somerset over 20 years ago so she
could do her internship at Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital in New Brunswick,
and have since raised five children there.

Ms. Eck’s foray into politics began
last summer with an unsuccessful run
for the U.S. Senate Primary in 2013,
which gained her name recognition
after she secured 26,000 votes during
the two-month campaign.

“I got into the race mostly because I
was watching what was going on with
our health system, and I realized we
need people that understand the medi-

cal system to be writing these laws,”
Ms. Eck told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times. “I think we need a real
change in Washington, not just more of
the same.”

In 2003, Ms. Eck and her husband
founded the Zarephath Health Center,
a free clinic for the poor and uninsured.

“We believe non-government free
clinics are a better way to meet the
needs of the poor (than Medicaid),”
Ms. Eck said. “Because of our experi-
ence with the Zarephath Health Center,
we have learned the value of real non-
government charity, especially the fact
that we can deliver good care at 10th
the cost of what the government pro-
vides. Our clinic accepts no govern-
ment money and sees 300 to 400 pa-
tients per month.”

Ms. Eck is working on a proposed
law in New Jersey, which would re-
quire doctors to donate four hours per
week in, or through, a non-government
free clinic. According to Ms. Eck, the
actual care would then cost the taxpay-
ers nothing and the state would provide
medical malpractice coverage to the
entire practice of a physician who do-

SP Planning Board OKs Site Plan
For Townhomes at Golf Club

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board voted unanimously Mon-
day night to approve a preliminary
and major site plan that would allow
Toll LP NJ, commonly known as
Toll Brothers, to build 56 age-re-
stricted townhouses on property for-
merly owned by the Shackamaxon
Country Club, which the township
had designated as an area in need of
redevelopment. The plan requires
the country club to reconfigure the
golf course and placement of the
ninth and 13th holes. It also must be

in compliance with redevelopment
regulations.

Following a legal hassle between
the township and NJ Golf Partners
LLC, which acquired the country club
in the past few years, Golf Partners
sold a portion of  the property to Toll

Brothers. The property itself is com-
prised of approximately 14 acres.
Shackamaxon Drive will be the access
road to the country club and townhouse
development. The entrance and egress
to the property will be on Lamberts
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SP-F BOE Reports on
Strategic Planning

BY KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
on Tuesday night, heard an overview
of the district’s strategic plan pro-
cess, which will conclude with a
meeting this evening at Evergreen
Elementary School. Board President
Trip Whitehouse summarized the sec-
ond meeting, which was recently held.

In his report, Mr. Whitehouse noted
that the second meeting’s focus was
centered on defining the district’s
“vision for the future.” He further
noted that all the participants of the

meeting were broken into six groups
to discuss initiatives to achieve their
visions. He also stated that they were
asked to envision if their schools were
on a cover of Time magazine, what
would they be offering to their stu-
dents.

He concluded by stating that all of
the findings from this meeting and
the first meeting, held last month,
could be found on the district’s
website.

In other business, board member
Karen Kulikowski reported on the
concluded negotiations between the


