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l'ennemi du journaliste

DeMARTINO FIRES 4-HITTER, ROBERTSHAW SOLO HR; McCAFFREY DRIVES IN NORTON

Blue Devils Top Cougars, 4-1 in UCT Baseball Semifinals
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Blue Devil pitcher Brad
DeMartino and catcher Mike Ionta
figured out the right combination
and several teammates produced
timely hits to deliver the third-
seeded Westfield High School
baseball team a 4-1 victory over
the second-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars in the semifinals of the Union
County Tournament at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on May 3.

In his complete game,

DeMartino tossed a four-hitter,
not allowing more than one single
in any given inning, while walk-
ing none, striking out five and
hitting one batter.

The win put the 11-3 Blue Dev-
ils in the position to face the top-
seeded Governor Livingston (GL)
Highlanders, who defeated Day-
ton, 6-1, in the other semifinal.
Earlier in the season, GL nipped
Westfield, 1-0, in a pitchers’ duel
between GL’s Ethan Frohman,
now 6-0, and Jack Bunting.

“Our game plan was to mix it up
a lot. They like to jump on first-
pitch fastball, so Brad was doing

a great job of getting his off-
speed in the zone. We stuck with
it. Both of us knew what we
wanted to throw, and it was good.
We are ready to face Frohman
again. We are ready for the chal-
lenge,” Ionta said.

“We were clicking from the first
pitch of the game. Basically, our
main thing was to keep the ball
down. We feel that it’s easier,
because you don’t get those
tough hops on the turf [field].
Any time we get a lead, it calms
me down then you just go out
there and throw strikes. It’s so
much better,” DeMartino said.

Interestingly, it was the second
time in a week that the Blue
Devils beat Cranford when they
scored a run in the bottom of the

seventh to nip the Cougars, 5-4,
on April 29, and last year,
Cranford dominated the Blue
Devils with an 8-0 victory in the
UCT championship game.

“It’s funny, because last year
they were so good, that coming
to the game you had that weight
on your shoulder, but this year,
coming in we felt so much differ-
ent. We knew we would be able
to do it, so we set that intensity
high and played our game,”
DeMartino said.

The Blue Devils totaled seven
hits, and the intensity began early
when Matt Storcks slammed a
triple to right field off starting
pitcher Tommy Trotter and
scored on Ionta’s single to right

in the top of the first inning.
Throughout the season, Storcks
has been slapping extra base
hits all over the field.

“I am just trying to hit the ball
hard. I can hit the fastball. It’s all
about confidence,” said Storcks,
who added, “They beat us last
year, so it’s our turn to win.”

When leadoff hitter Anthony
Perconte gets on base, it just
gives Storcks extra incentive to
cash in with an RBI.

“Yes, because I know he’s go-
ing to steal. He’s fast,” Storcks
said.

The Blue Devils’ most influen-
tial inning was the second. Cal
Robertshaw led off with a solo
home run over the leftfield fence.
Chris Hogge dribbled an infield
single and advanced to second
when the throw sailed past theProbitas Verus Honos
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