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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Bears”
Warm and Fuzzy

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“It was so sad.”
“And funny, too.”
Such were the sentiments of two

little darlings - doubtless the future
co-hosts of a Siskel-Ebert style film
reviewing show about twenty-five
years from now - after viewing
Alastair Fothergill and Keith
Scholey’s “Bears.” I concur with my
esteemed colleagues.

A Disneynature production billed
as a documentary, but actually a
whole bunch of wildlife footage
paired with an imagined tale of sur-
vival, it’s the sheer accomplishment
that will prove most impressive to
those a tad older than its target audi-
ence. But for true believers ages 5 to
10 and as unspoiled as the Alaskan
Peninsula where it is filmed, the
empathic, fantasized delve into the
adventurous first year of two grizzly
bear cubs should prove good, un-
questioned entertainment.

While Mom and Dad might make a
note to consult Wikipedia for the bear
facts, it’s high drama atop the moun-
tains from whence spring Momma
Bear Sky and her new cubs, Scout
and Amber. Having spent the winter
in their den, it’s time to eat as well as
get educated to the harsh and glori-
ous facts of survival. Delights and
dangers await.

Writer-directors Fothergill and
Scholey fashion a decently seamless,
linear storyline to support their tale’s
intended chronology, while narrator
John C. Reilly’s friendly editorial-
ization fosters the romantic
anthropomorphization. Whether an
intentional reflection of contempo-
rary sociology or sheer coincidence,
much is made of Sky’s single mom
status…alone in the wilds to put
salmon on the table for her kids. Gee,
not even a postcard from the bum.

However, casting political correct-
ness to the wind, Scout is all
boy…mischievous and inquisitive,
almost to a fault, whereas the slightly
smaller Amber is content to hitch a
ride atop Mom’s back whenever al-
lowed. It’s all rather sweet, and al-
though the Darwinian realities are
presented for little Tyler and
Brittany’s edification, the lessons are
never so frightening so as to threaten
the movie’s G rating.

O.K. In truth we grownups know
that the filmmakers have very as-

tutely pieced together and craftily
edited the painstakingly gathered
celluloid that’s essentially been
turned into a reality show version of
a fairy tale. Having long bitten the
apple, we can’t help speculate what
the real deal is with these ursine
creatures. One thing’s for sure: It
wouldn’t be fun to come across one
whilst strolling the forest.

Of course we don’t want to be like
Sid, the engineer my big sister dated
who ruined every movie they saw by
explaining how it was all done. Hence,
accompanying parents and grandpar-
ents are advised to conjure the requi-
site suspension of disbelief and view
the saga through childlike eyes. This
isn’t a time for the cynical shadows of
life’s doubts or the whims of irony,
but rather an occasion to extol the
goodness of innate, nurturing love.

It is storytelling in its oldest form,
rife with life lessons, and simplistic
in order to lay the foundations of
concepts to be further explored at a
later date. Right now, we’re heart-
ened by Sky’s instinctive desire to
see her offspring benefit from and
enjoy every available experience.

All of which is what Sky, the über
Mom, embodies as she struggles to
find a safe feeding ground for her
babies. It’s not easy. She must fend
off the less altruistic of her species,
like Magnus, the gigantic, undisputed
boss, and Chinook, the angry ren-
egade he has ousted. Also of concern
is Tikanni, the hungry wolf who’s
always skulking around. We all know
only too well what lengths a wolf will
go to eat an innocent bear’s porridge.

We feel for the old gal, who, unlike
her human counterpart, worries that
she won’t gain enough fat over the
course of spring, summer and fall to
nurse Amber and Scout through the
coming hibernation period. On the
lighter side, we’d like to think that on
occasion she doffs her apron and
shares in her cubs’ gleeful amaze-
ment, especially when, on their first
trip to the meadow, they discover
there’s a whole world of other bears.

Though keeping the scare quotient
low, but still spoon-feeding a modi-
cum of necessary tension, Mr. Reilly
informs that only half of all baby
bears make it through their first year.
Whew…glad I made it past that.
Other bear facts pepper the colorful
chronicle, photographed in great, big
sky hues.

Filmically and dramatically, this
nice little ditty is more Ursa Minor
than Major. Still, for parents who’d
like to inject an intelligent amuse-
bouche, a palate cleanser to help neu-
tralize the inundating special effects
and rampant cacophony otherwise
vying for their own little cubs’ enter-
tainment dollar, “Bears” offers a warm
and life affirming hug.

…
“Bears,” rated G, is a Disneynature

release directed by Alastair Fothergill
and Keith Scholey, and stars the bears
and other denizens of Katmai Na-
tional Park, Alaska. It is narrated by
John C. Reilly. Running time: 78
minutes
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on May 1,
2014, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted the
following Resolutions:

Denied without prejudice: New York
SMSA Limited Partnership, d/b/a
Verizon Wireless, for 4 Goodman’s Cross-
ing, North, Block 13801, Lot 3 for a wire-
less communications facility with related
equipment for lack of prosecution of the
application.

Approved: Public Service Electric &
Gas, for 1520 & 1532 Front Street, Lots 19
& 20, Block 201, Lot 2, Block 203 and Lot
4, Block 204 for preliminary and final site
plan to replace equipment at the existing
sub-station.

Approved:  Vincent Tittel, 1407 Martine
Avenue, Block 10401, Lot 2 to construct a
new single-family dwelling on the non-
conforming lot.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 5/8/14, The Times Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before May 23,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “ VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
SERVICES” in accordance with the Speci-
fications and Information to Bidders pre-
pared by the Township. At that time and
place, such bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. No bids shall be received
other than at the time and place herein
designated for their receipt, unless mailed
to the Township Clerk for receipt at the
designated time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 no later than
five (5) days before the date set forth in the
foregoing paragraph for receipt of bids.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Because bid-
ders will be proposing an hourly rate as
their respective bid, the Township has
determined that the bid bond under these
circumstances should be in the amount of
$5000.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“VEHICLE MAINTENANCE SERVICES”
The Township reserves the right to re-

ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/8/14, The Times Fee: $57.63

Advice on Caring For Pets
With the Arrival of Spring

Dr. Shannon Cabell

As the flowers bloom and the weather
warms we know springtime is here.
This can often mean trouble for our
four-legged friends. Here are a few tips
to ensure everyone enjoys the season.

Blooming plants, grasses and flow-
ers can trigger allergic reactions in dogs
and cats. The allergy is similar to hay
fever that humans suffer
from. Animals react to
mold, pollen and dust just
as we do. Instead of sneez-
ing, pets typically have
itchy skin and will persis-
tently scratch, lick and bite
themselves to get relief.
In an attempt to relieve
themselves from itching,
dogs and cats often create
sores that become second-
ary infections. If you sus-
pect that your pet may be
suffering from seasonal allergies, please
visit the veterinarians at Westfield Ani-
mal Hospital to give your pet relief
before it gets out of control.

Spring cleaning can also be hazard-
ous to your pets. Home improvement

products such as paints, fertilizers and
cleaning solvents can be toxic. Care-
fully check labels and use sparingly
around your pet and their favorite places.
Be sure to safely store all products
away from your pets when not in use.

Finally, keep an eye on your pet’s
coat and check regularly for fleas and

ticks. Be careful of mos-
quitoes, as they can trans-
mit heartworms to your
cat or dog, which can be
fatal. Monthly preventa-
tive medications and rou-
tine testing can eliminate
these concerns.

Westfield Animal Hos-
pital, at 357 South Avenue,
East, is a full service ani-
mal hospital committed to
providing personalized
care for your pets. Call us

today at (908) 233-6030 for an ap-
pointment or visit us on the web at
www.westfieldanimal.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

JEFFERSON JAGUAR JOG…Jefferson Elementary School students laced up
their running shoes for a good cause on April 25 when students asked their
families and friends to donate money for each lap they ran on the Jefferson field.
Jefferson students raised $2,752, which will be donated to James Monroe
Elementary School in Edison, which was recently damaged by a fire.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

“Cellco Partnership and its controlled
affiliates doing business as Verizon Wire-
less (Verizon Wireless) is proposing to
build a 126-foot Self-Support Telecommu-
nications Tower in the vicinity of 4
Goodmans Crossing North, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Public comments regarding potential
effects from the site on historic properties
may be submitted within 30 days from the
date of this publication to: Marianne
Walsh, E2PM, 87 Hibernia Avenue,
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866, by email
to: marianne.walsh@e2pm.com, or
phone: (973) 299-5200. Please refer to
E2PM Tracking Number P-14-01-73.”
1 T - 5/8/14, The Times Fee: $16.83

Fanwood Poetry Series Hosts
B.J. Ward on May 20

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to attend a poetry reading by B.
J. Ward on Tuesday, May 20. The
free performance will begin
promptly at 8 p.m. in the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Avenue).

B.J. Ward is the author of “Jackleg
Opera: Collected Poems 1990-
2013” (IO Poetry Series/North At-
lantic Books). His other books are
“Gravedigger’s Birthday” (a final-
ist for the Paterson Poetry Prize),
“17 Love Poems with No Despair”
and “Landing in New Jersey with
Soft Hands.” He has been featured
on National Public Radio’s “The
Writer’s Almanac,” the New Jersey
Network’s “State of the Arts,” and
the web site “Poetry Daily,” as well
as in numerous journals and an-
thologies.

The Star-Ledger recently named
Mr. Ward one of the “10 Dynamic
Jersey Artists Not Named
Springsteen” who are “making a
difference,” citing his poetry’s “mu-
sic and physicality.” He is the re-
cipient of a Pushcart Prize for Po-
etry and two Distinguished Artist
Fellowships from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts. B.J. also
has been awarded four fellowships
from the Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation to live and work at the Vir-
ginia Center for the Creative Arts.
While in graduate school at Syra-
cuse University, where he earned
his M.A. in English/Creative Writ-
ing, he served as University Distin-
guished Fellow.

Mr. Ward has received the
Governor’s Award in Arts Educa-
tion from the State of New Jersey
and has been designated a Distin-
guished Teaching Artist by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts.
He was also named Teaching Artist
of the Year by Playwrights’ Theatre
of New Jersey for his work in the
New Jersey Writers Project. For
three years he served as one of the
poetry instructors at the New Jer-
sey Governor’s School for the Arts.
He also taught at The Controlled
Burn Seminar for Younger Writers

and at the Frost Place Seminar for
Young Poets, held at Robert Frost’s
homestead in Franconia, New
Hampshire. Mr. Ward is the recipi-
ent of the NISOD Excellence Award
at Warren County Community Col-
lege, where he teaches in the Cre-
ative Writing program.

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries is currently in its sixteenth year
at the Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was
once a 19th century carriage house,
hence the name of the series. The
May 20 reading is free and open to
the public. An open mic will follow
the featured performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
v i s i t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

B.J. Ward

CF Committee Gets Reports
On Health, Rainstorm

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of health
gave its quarterly update to the township
committee Monday night at the committee’s
workshop meeting. Megan Avallone of the
Westfield Regional Health Department
asked the township to establish an ordi-
nance to license establishments that sell
electronic smoking devices in the town-
ship.

“They target minors. They have flavors
such as bubble gum, vanilla cherry soda,
cupcake,” Ms. Avallone said.

“It is not being enforced…Middle-school
kids are vaping. They are getting it some-
where,” Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
added. “I’m good with this so we have a
means by which to enforce.”

On another matter, the property of 44
Brookdale Place has received a violation
for debris on the residential property. “They
were given a two-week notice to clean out
the property,” Ms. Avallone said. “They
will be issued tickets…and they will be
fined,” Ms. Avallone said if the property is
not cleaned up.

Ms. Avallone asked the township com-
mittee to consider revising its ordinance for
these situations from general debris to
specify the types of debris.

Jeff Hillsinger, son-in-law of the man
who owns the property, said he has been
cleaning out the yard and said he would
have it cleared out in 60 days.

Next-door neighbor Judy Vanover was
furious with what she said has been a
problem for 20 years. She handed out pho-
tos to the committee.

“I sit in that back yard with my grand-
children; there is gas fumes, diesel fumes,
compressors going off, motors
backfiring…I pay over $16,000 in taxes
and this is what I get? I did not move to a
residential area to live next door to a
junkyard,” Ms. Vanover said. She also said
the man has rented a room of his house to
vagrants, some of who have been crimi-
nals.

Colby Lane residents who have spoken
out against Union County College (UCC)
clear-cutting some 700 trees on 4.3 acres of
a wooded area situated across the street
from their homes to make way for a turf,
lacrosse and soccer field, a six-lane running
track and a jumping pit put up a poster of
photos showing flooded yards and streets
near the proposed site after the rainstorm
May 1.

Planning Board member Ann Steinbach
said she went for a bike ride over by the
wooded area at UCC and she said some
trees were taken down.

Mike Norman of Colby Lane said, “If
they put 50,000 more gallons of water into
Nomahegan Lake, all those houses are go-
ing to be flooded… We couldn’t hold the
water that was there now. It was over the
banks.”

The residents have started UC Neigh-
bors United, UCNU.org. The organiza-
tions now have over 1,500 signatures on a
petition against the turf field.

 “We are talking about the possibility of
getting the county to get involved on our
behalf,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

Randy Lowe of Colby Lane said Spring-
field Avenue was washed over with water
near Dryer Farms.

Tony DiGiovanni, vice-president of the
Cranford Soccer Club and resident of For-
est Avenue, said for the last 40 years the
club has been saving to renovate a field in
Cranford. He said the Orange Avenue
School would be an “ideal location for a
larger sports complex” and proposed the
site be offered as an alternate to UCC.

Township Administrator Terence Wall
said in his report that UCC was unrespon-
sive and refused to send a copy of the
request for bids for tree service. Mr. Wall
picked up the bid request at the college and
said the bid was mislabeled as a shredding
bid. “It should be thrown out,” Mr. Wall
said.

A new police personnel policy was pre-
sented by Police Chief James Wozniak.
Commissioners Mary O’Connor and Rob-
ert D’Ambola both agreed that the Cran-
ford Police Department should hold the
same standards as the State Police.

The State Police requires an associate’s
degree or 60 college credits and at least 24
months of satisfactory employment or mili-
tary experience, or 30 college credits and
24 months of active military duty with an
honorable discharge, Chief Wozniak said.

Police Lieutenant Edward Davenport
gave an update of pedestrian safety. “Around
2010, we had 766 crashes in Cranford, and
2 percent were pedestrian crashes. Over the
last two years we have been less than 1
percent,” Lt. Davenport said.

Centennial Village will receive a free
decorative crosswalk at Centennial Av-
enue and Elm Street, where there are no
traffic signals. The company providing
and installing the product will do the
project as a test pilot.

The rainstorm of April 30/May 1 was
less than a 25-year storm, Township Engi-
neer Richard Marsden said in his engineer-
ing update. He said the rainwaters did not
breach the levees, but was very close in
some areas. On average it was less than a
foot from the levee, he said. He said Casino
Brook breached early.


