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Back To Nature
Health Foods
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All Major Vitamins Lines, 200 Homeopathic Remedies
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 Lisa M. Black, LLC
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908-233-1803
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Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce Law

Accredited Family Law Mediator
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Residents Advised to Beware
of Diversionary Burglaries

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Local law enforcement
agencies are warning area residents to
beware of becoming victim to diver-
sionary burglaries and other scams.
Along with the warmer weather comes
an increase in these types of crimes –
with senior citizens being targeted.

Diversionary burglaries occur
when a resident is approached by an
individual while doing work out-
side, or called outside by the suspect
after they knock on the door. The
suspect then diverts the unsuspect-
ing homeowners attention, while a
second suspect(s), enters the resi-
dence and burglarizes it.

On April 22, a male knocked on
the door of a resident of Mountain-
side claiming they were hired to cut
trees down in the neighbor’s yard.
One man asked the victim to get her
husband to accompany him into the
back yard so that he could point out
trees he would be cutting down in
order to make sure none of them
belonged to the homeowner. While
her husband was in the back yard with
the suspect, a second suspect entered
her residence and removed approxi-
mately $18,000 worth of valuables,
while she retrieved groceries from her
vehicle in the driveway.

The suspects are described as olive-
skinned males; one wearing a red hat,
tan pants and a blue jacket; the second
suspect was wearing a white hat, tan
pants and a white jacket.

“We think these suspects followed
[the victim] home,” Mountainside Po-
lice Chief James Debbie told The
Westfield Leader and The Times. “The
suspects are targeting seniors.”

Scams occur when a homeowner is
approached by an individual who is
offering home repair, sometimes at dis-
counted prices. The victim then gives
the suspect a deposit on the work to be
performed and then never hears from
the company again. Driveway repair is
commonly used in this type of scam.

Residents are advised to be wary of
anyone who approaches them unsolic-
ited, especially if the company is from
out of town. If approached while out-
side the residence, be aware of en-
trances to the residence that may have
been left unlocked. Homeowners
should check the references of anyone
they are allowing to enter their home
or yard.

On May 1, two individuals were
issued summons for soliciting with-
out a permit on Central Avenue in
Mountainside, Detective Corporal
Michael Jackson stated. He urged that

residents should be cautious of these
types of interactions.

“As the nice weather approaches,
the Mountainside Police Detective Bu-
reau would like to ask all of our resi-
dents to be aware of anyone soliciting
door-to-door for any work to be done
on your home or driveways,” Detec-
tive Jackson said. “A large number of
solicitors going door-to-door do not
have proper insurance or permits and
may be looking to scam the resident.
We also would like to notify all resi-
dents that it is a violation of Mountain-
side Borough ordinance to go door-
to-door without obtaining a permit
from Borough Hall first. The police
department would request that all door-
to-door solicitors be reported to the
police department as soon as pos-
sible.”

If you notice anyone canvassing
your neighborhood, or any suspicious
individuals, residents are asked to call
their local law enforcement agency.

Local Police Department: Moun-
tainside - (908) 232-8100; Westfield -
(908) 789-4000; Scotch Plains - (908)
322-7100; Fanwood - (908) 322-5000;
Cranford - (908) 272-2222, and
Garwood - 908-789-1500.

Car-Motorcycle Show
To Benefit Charity

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside P.A.L. will present the
Fifth Annual Bring Your Ride to
Mountainside Car and Motorcycle
Show on Father’s Day, Sunday, June
15, from noon to 5 p.m. Awards will
be given at 3:30 p.m. The event will
be held at New Providence Road and
Mountain Avenue in Mountainside’s
downtown.

Vehicles representing all years,
makes and models are welcome. All
proceeds will benefit Overlook Foun-
dation and NJ Hospice for breast and
lung cancer research and care.

Advance registration is a $15 do-
nation before Tuesday, June 10, and
$20 afterward. For spectators, there
is a $5 per person requested dona-
tion; $20 for a family of five or more.
Kids under age 5 may attend for free.

The event also will feature live
music by The Nerds, and beer, wine
and food provided by Publick House.
For information and advance regis-
tration, contact cminks@mac.com.

Participants are asked to enter at
the corner of New Providence Road
and Mountain Avenue. GPS users
should use 899 Mountain Avenue in
Mountainside.

Spring Warblers to Be Topic
Of Trailside Talk on May 17

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation will offer a special presentation
about “Spring Warblers” from 1 to 2:30
p.m. on Saturday, May 17, at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center.

Adults, age 18 and older, are wel-
come to join Audubon naturalist Peter
Bacinski for a lecture that will heighten
awareness of a species that enhances
the New Jersey landscape throughout
the spring season. The Trailside Mu-
seum Association, an organization of
volunteers who support the activities of
the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, will sponsor this program.

Mr. Bacinski will cover the 35 spe-
cies of eastern resident and migrant
warblers. Images will illustrate diag-
nostic field marks to help separate
members of this difficult group in the
field.

Mr. Bacinski has been a New Jersey
Audubon Society naturalist since 1993
and a field trip/nature tour leader and
lecturer for New Jersey Audubon for
many years. He writes a weekly col-
umn in The Star-Ledger, “Seen in New
Jersey,” and also has been published in
Wildbird magazine, NJ Audubon and
Illinois Audubon magazines.

The fee for “Spring Warblers” is $10
for Union County residents and $12 for
out-of-county participants. Pre-regis-
tration is preferred but walk-ins will be

accommodated as space permits. For
information on this or other Adult Pro-
grams or for upcoming programs and
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-3670
or visit ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in Moun-
tainside and is a service of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

RIDE INTO MOUNTAINSIDE...The Mountainside P.A.L. invites area residents
to enjoy a day of fun, food and music during its Fifth Annual Charity Car and
Motorcycle Show, entitled “Bring Your Ride to Mountainside.” It will take place
on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 15, from noon to 5 p.m. at New Providence Road
and Mountain Avenue in Mountainside. Pictured is a prior event.

Mountainside Squad
Slates Open House

MOUNTAINSIDE — In honor of
EMS Week, the Mountainside Res-
cue Squad will hold an open house on
Sunday, May 18, from noon to 3
p.m., at squad headquarters. The res-
cue squad is located at 1399 Route
22, East, in Mountainside. The event
will feature equipment demonstra-
tions, blood pressure checks, tours of
the squad house and refreshments.

The Mountainside Rescue Squad
is available seven days a week. An
all-volunteer, non-profit organization,
the squad relies on donations from
the community to provide funding
for equipment, training and medical
supplies.

The rescue squad also is conduct-
ing a membership drive throughout
May. A question-and-answer session
will be held for prospective volun-
teers during the open house. For more
information, call (908) 233-6338.

Subdivision, Dentist Office
Approved by Planning Bd.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The planning board
approved a subdivision and a new
dentist’s office at its Monday night
meeting.

While several residents of the Manor
Park neighborhood objected, the board
unanimously approved the conform-
ing three-lot subdivision of 231 Eliza-
beth Avenue.

Builder Michael Mahoney will con-
struct new homes on two of the lots,
while leaving the existing farmhouse
on a 30,000-square-foot lot.

Denise Jenner of Irving Avenue, who
said she spoke on behalf of the Manor
Park community, said the existing farm-
house is the “centerpiece of the Manor
Park neighborhood” and that the new
development will detract from the his-
torical value. She stated that a two-lot
subdivision would be preferable to three
lots.

Ms. Jenner also stated that Jefferson
Elementary School is overcrowded,
with no art or music rooms, and that by
adding new homes and families, “we’re
compromising the education this town
values.”

Town Planner Bill Drew explained
that the applicant was not seeking any
variances and that the proposed lots
exceeded the minimum square footage
requirements. Ms. Jenner said the prop-
erty is listed in the town’s historic pres-
ervation plan and urged the board to
deny the application.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt and
Board Attorney Ken Soreiro both told
Ms. Jenner that when an application
comes before the board that meets all
the municipal land-use requirements,
the board cannot legally turn it down.

Current property owner Tara Swersie
spoke in favor of the application. “We
have the right to develop our property,”
she said. Ms. Swersie said that her
family has owned the house for over 40
years and that despite its age, the mul-
tiple changes and improvements made
to the home preclude it from being

officially designated as historic. She
also said her family attempted to sell it
as a single home, and no one purchased
it.

Several other residents of the area
voiced concern about traffic issues with
two new driveways at the same loca-
tion where Irving Avenue tees at Eliza-
beth Avenue. One resident said there
has already been a fatal accident on
Elizabeth Avenue. Board member Rob-
ert Newell suggested the residents ap-
proach the town council about having
a stop sign installed at Irving and Eliza-
beth Avenues.

Board member Francis Smith said
he thinks the neighborhood would be
less satisfied with one enormous house
than with two smaller homes, and ex-
pressed his happiness that the farm-
house will remain.

In other business, Dr. Peter Louie
was approved to renovate and expand
the building at 147-149 Elmer Street.
Dr. Louie, a dentist currently practic-
ing in Westfield and Union, will move
his practice from Westfield Avenue to
the Elmer Street location once con-
struction is completed. The building
currently houses two offices on the first
floor and two apartments on the second
floor. The apartments will remain, and
Dr. Louie will take over the entire first
floor for his dental practice, with a 397-
square-foot addition.

The board approved Dr. Louie for a
parking variance to allow him to have
four parking spaces where 14 are re-
quired.

Keith Westerhold, representing the
First Congregational Church, said that
the church has had problems with resi-
dents and employees of neighboring
properties using their parking lot and
suggested that more on-site parking
would be preferable. Dr. Louie agreed
to advise his tenants and his employees
not to use the church lot.

An application by Summit Medical
Group for 574 Springfield Avenue was
carried to the Wednesday, June 4 meet-
ing.
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