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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

www.christopheracademy.com

The best gift you can give
your child is the rewarding

experience and lifelong benefits
of a Montessori education.

Christopher Academy maintains premier status as
New Jersey’s first and oldest Montessori school.

Tour the school.  Meet the teachers.

Now accepting enrollment for Summer and Fall Programs.

Please join us for our Admissions Open Houses

Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com

Scotch Plains Campus

Sunday, May 18th 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

Westfield Campus

Sunday, May 18th 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

WHS’ Project ‘79’s ‘Speed Date with the Future’

WHS Hears Narrative
Of Holocaust Survivor

SURVIVOR…Olek Rosner, third from left, a survivor of Dachau and Auschwitz
concentration camps and who appeared in the film “Schindler’s List,” was the
guest speaker at Westfield High School on April 24. His visit, which coincided
with Holocaust Remembrance Month, was coordinated by family friend and
WHS student Maddie McCready, center, and teacher, Thom Hornish, far right.
Also welcoming Mr. Rosner to Westfield were Principal Peter Renwick, Super-
intendent Margaret Dolan, and WHS senior Luke McGrory.

WESTFIELD — Olek Rosner, a
survivor of Dachau and Auschwitz con-
centration camps and who appeared in
the film “Schindler’s List,” was the
guest speaker at Westfield High School
(WHS) on April 24. Following an early
morning viewing of the film, students
heard Mr. Rosner describe his years of
separation, starvation and fear as a 6-
year old child of the Holocaust.

“Very few kids survived during the
‘actions’,” recalled Mr. Rosner, who
credited his survival to his father’s vio-
lin playing. which was valued by the
Nazis.

Mr. Rosner recalled that while living
in the assigned Jewish ghetto, his fam-
ily was protected by Oskar Schindler
and the factory he created. The family
considered Schindler to be an “angel.”

One day when Schindler was not
present, soldiers entered and took 11
fathers and boys, including Olek, to
Auschwitz. His mother remained at the
factory, was separated from her hus-
band and son and was told they were
dead until a reunion four years later.

Liberated by the American Army in
1945 when still a young boy, his fond-
ness for Americans grew, and he was
“highly motivated to be an American.”
His wish came true when his American
uncle sponsored the family and they
made the journey to New York to live.

When he came to America he taught
himself English through comic books
and western movies. His first year in
America he advanced from third to
sixth grade, he was so determined to
never leave.

Many years later the author of
“Schindler’s List” reached out to his
parents for insight on his book. Then
Steven Spielberg reached out to them
as well. He and his father flew to Jerusa-
lem to be in the final scene of the movie.

Following Mr. Rosner’s heartfelt
narrative and a question and answer
period with the students, Principal Pe-
ter Renwick thanked the speaker stat-
ing, “We are very privileged to have
this experience today – possibly a once
in a lifetime. We will walk away with
not only knowledge, but empowerment
to change the world.”

WHS Senior Luke McGrory, in exit-
ing the auditorium, expressed this reac-
tion: “He was very honest, and rather
than sugar-coating, he was very straight-
forward. It was very interesting com-
ing from someone who has lived
through it as a primary source.”

The assembly was hosted by the
Westfield Education Fund. The film
and guest speaker coincided with Ho-
locaust Remembrance Month. Mr.
Rossner was contacted through his
friends – the McCready family in
Westfield – whose daughter is in Thom
Hornish’s Advanced Placement Euro-
pean History class.

“To meet the person who is por-
trayed on the screen, who endured so
much, and who is willing to share his
story is a unique moment,” said Mr.
Hornish. “Mr. Rosner symbolizes that
even our darkest moments there is light;
hopefully his words enlightened us all.
His visit was a gift of immeasurable
value.”

SUCCESS STORY…Giovanna Romano, Project ‘79, Class of 2000, currently
working in fashion, talks with current Westfield High School (WHS) Project ‘79
students during “Speed Date with the Future” held April 29 at WHS.

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School’s (WHS) alternative educa-
tion program, Project ‘79, held its
first “Speed Date with the Future” on
April 29 in Cafeteria B at WHS. The
event’s purpose was to unite Project
‘79 alumni with current students to
share career experience and to help
students relate to the people who were
in their same circumstance not too
long ago.

The format set one Project ‘79 alum,
parent or friend and two students per
cafeteria table. Every few minutes,
Project ‘79 Coordinator Peter Horn
announce when it was time for stu-
dents to move to the next table.

This occasion provided students
with information for whatever pro-
spective career they are interested in
pursuing, as well as giving students
who were unsure of what direction
they wanted to go in after high school
glimpses into different fields ranging
from working for the FBI to cosmetol-
ogy.

The successes of the Project ‘79
alumni gives insight into how effec-
tive Project ‘79 is as an alternative to
the mainstream school environment.
But perhaps one of the most promi-
nent features of this event was the
reunion of former students and their
educators.

PHILHOWER FELLOWSHIP…Wilson Elementary School teacher, Coral
Venturino, left, this year’s recipient of the Westfield Rotary’s Philhower Fellow-
ship for outstanding teaching at the elementary grades, is congratulated by
Westfield Superintendent of Schools, Margaret Dolan, Wilson Principal Joseph
Malanga and Mrs. Venturino’s fourth grade class.

Coral Venturino Awarded
Philhower Fellowship

WESTFIELD – Coral Venturino,
fourth grade teacher at Wilson El-
ementary School in Westfield, is the
2014 recipient of the Westfield Ro-
tary Club’s Philhower Fellowship in
recognition of outstanding teaching
at the elementary school level.

She received the award on May 6
as the guest of honor at the Rotary
Club luncheon. That evening, she
was presented with a resolution from
the Board of Education at a recep-
tion at Wilson School’s auditorium
held prior to the board’s meeting.

Mrs. Venturino joined the
Westfield Public Schools in 1990,
and has taught at both Wilson and
Washington Elementary Schools.
Her students have included
kindergarteners, second and fourth
graders, and those in Resource Room
and the District’s Primary Enrich-
ment Program.

A graduate of Marietta College
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Elementary/Special Education and
Psychology, Mrs. Venturino earned a
Master of Arts degree in Educational
Leadership at the College of Saint
Elizabeth. She is certified in New
Jersey as an Elementary School
Teacher (K-8), Teacher of the Handi-
capped (K-12), Supervisor, and also
has earned a Principal Certificate of
Eligibility.

In nominations received on her
behalf, Mrs. Venturino was noted for
“her high standards for the children
in her class…and appears to make
every child feel special.”

“We can honestly say that she has
helped change the course of a little
girl’s life,” added another parent.

“Mrs. Venturino really cares about
each student. She is an outstanding,
supportive teacher that understands
that not all children learn in the same
way.” One of her students stated,
“All of her students love her like
family.”

Mrs. Venturino was cited for “not
only teaching our children math, sci-
ence, social studies and language
arts, but she is also teaching them
the equally important character
building lessons that they need in
order to become well rounded,
empathetic citizens.”

Upon receiving notification of the
Philhower Fellowship, Mrs.
Venturino stated, “Being nominated
for the Charles Philhower Fellow-
ship Award is tribute enough, but to
be accepted and chosen to represent
a district filled with such talent is
extremely humbling. I am most
grateful to the Westfield Rotary, my
colleagues throughout the district
and the Wilson School parent com-
munity for their collective recogni-
tion and support. What an extraor-
dinary honor.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan congratulated Coral
Venturino for becoming the 22nd
recipient of the Philhower Fellow-
ship. She also thanked the Rotary
for “its recognition of this mean-
ingful profession.”

The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor former Westfield
Educator and Rotarian Charles
Philhower and to recognize the im-
portance of teaching in the elemen-
tary grades.

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS…As part of the nationwide “Pennies for Patients”
campaign, students at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield collected over
$1,400 to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Fourth-graders collected
the containers of coins from each classroom and helped deliver the money to the
bank. Pictured, left to right, are: McKinley School nurse Valerie Williams,
Rachel Jones, Amanda Rickert, Samantha Katz and Principal Marc Biunno.
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