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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

AND THE WINNER IS...The Gateway Chamber of Commerce named Roselle
Park Mayor Joe Accardi as Mayor of the Year at its mayors dinner last week.
Pictured, from left to right, are: nominees for the Mayor of the Year, Roselle Mayor
Jamel Holley, Garwood Mayor  Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor Accardi and Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover. They are shown here prior to the announcement.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
SPRING FLING...The beautiful spring weather added to the success of the Spring Fling, sponsored by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, held Sunday in downtown Westfield.

Photo courtesy of  Bob Peyton
SISTER ACT...Kristi, left, and Annie Peyton, Westfield High School graduates,
catch up on local news in The Westfield Leader following Kristi’s graduation from
the University of Pittsburgh on April 25. They are the daughters of Robert and
Carole Peyton of Westfield.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
HUNGRY CROWD...Attendees at Sunday’s Spring Fling celebration in downtown Westfield, sponsored by the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, enjoy the array of foods that are a traditional part of the annual street fair.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Sari Netsky
POP OF COLOR... A sprig of witch hazel adds a splash of color as spring flowers
begin to appear throughout the area. Send your spring photos to
press@goleader.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POSITIVE I.D....The Westfield Police Department creates identification kits
including a set of fingerprints for parents at the annual Spring Fling, sponsored
by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce in Westfield on Sunday.

The Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) budget of
$178,734 was unanimously
adopted. “This represents a flat spe-
cial improvement level,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Lincoln Park East parking rules
will change after the committee ap-
proved amending two ordinances
that will prohibit parking at certain
portions of the roadway. “We have
had a lot of trouble with people
navigating that bend,” said Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor, who
spearheaded the undertaking.

The committee passed an ordi-
nance to license establishments that
sell electronic smoking devices in
the township. This ordinance would
allow the board of health to moni-
tor the sales of these devices to mi-
nors. New Jersey state law prohibits
the sale of these devices to persons
under the age of 18, Commissioner
Tom Hannen, Jr. said.

It was announced that five-and-a-
half inches of rain fell during the
rainstorm last week. Most of the
flooding inside homes was from sani-
tary sewers backing up.

“Sump pumps hooked up to the
sanitary sewer pipes is unlawful,”
Mr. Hannen said.

Mayor Kalnins requested that any-
one with photos of the Birchwood
area depicting floodwaters from the
recent rainstorm e-mail them to him
or the township clerk to aid in the
township’s suit opposing the devel-
opment there.

“There are issues with the PSE&G
manhole with this storm,” Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola said. He
said the sewer system is over 100
years old and is in need of repair.

The new traffic lights are on at
Centennial Avenue and Hillside Av-
enue, Mr. D’Ambola announced. He
said they are flashing now and will be
fully functioning soon.

This Saturday at 11 a.m., a presen-
tation on New Jersey bats will be
given at the Cranford Community
Center, where two bats can also be
seen by attendees to the event.

Also, Relay for Life will take

$500 to help defray the cost of the
upcoming Memorial Day Parade,
which will be held on Monday, May
26, and heard reports from Recreation
Director Frank Masella on the progress
which has been made to hire staff for
the annual Summer Playground pro-
gram. Mr. Masella advised that
Stephanie Scofield would return as
playground supervisor and Luke
Mirabelli also would return as assistant
playground supervisor. The Playground
Program is a seven-week camp, open
to all Mountainside children, which
will be held at Echo Brook Field from
June 23 to August 8, 2014.

Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode
presented a synopsis of the 2013 audit
report to the council members and the
public. Mayor Paul Mirabelli noted it
was the fifth consecutive year in which
the financial statements had been ap-
proved by the audit team without any
recommendations, which is a strong
evidence of the community’s strong
financial processes and procedures.

The governing body analyzed a pro-
posal from the Mountainside Volun-
teer Fire Department to change the
allocation formula which is used to
reimburse members for their drill time
and clothing allowances and agreed
additonal information was required
from the department before a decision
regarding the issue could be made. The
council did agree the borough should
support the New Jersey State Volunteer
Tuition Credit Program, which would
provide, at no cost to the borough, a
$600 a year tuition credit to any volun-
teer firefighter who is enrolled in a
post-secondary educational program
in county colleges, vocational schools
or technical institutions in the state.
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Cranford Council
place in the township Friday and
Saturday, May 16 and 17. In addi-
tion, The Church of the Assump-
tion in Roselle Park will hold its
Italian Feast Thursday through Sun-
day, June 5 to 8.
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WF Council
restaurants to have a full-liquor li-
cense as well.

“The alteration has been described
to me as merely updating the code,
which will result in technical changes
in keeping up with modern day hab-
its, or dining habits…you now have
five restaurants that can sell alcohol.
The change could result in five bars
that serve food,” said Westfield resi-
dent John Blake, voicing his opinion
against the change. “Please keep in
mind that you know the devils with
which you presently are dealing. You
don’t know who will buy the licenses
in the future, you have no idea who
the devils will be.”

Westfield resident James Murray
offered a differing view, stating, “I
feel that I should be able to eat dinner
even if it’s 10 feet from a bar…I don’t
think it [deserves] a police presence
or it’s a safety issue. We’re getting
away from the puritanical times, the
scare tactics, the demons and devils.
It’s time to move on. I think it’s better
for everybody.”

The Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for the town
council in order to adjust municipal
ordinances. There is no set time limit
to implement changes.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, May 20, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

record again. She is a three-season
athlete and has broken records on
the cross-country team as well. Con-
gratulations, Gabby,” Ms. Kurstedt
said.

Ms. Kurstedt introduced Nick
Velez, who is the NJSIAA Region
III Wrestling Champion. He fin-
ished his senior year with a record
of 33-5. He was a champion at the
Roselle Park Invitational, Union
County Tournament, District XI
Tournament, Region III Tournament
and finished fifth in the state at the
152 lbs. Nick wrapped his career
with 95 wins, tying him for fifth on
the Westfield High School all-time
win list. He was captain of the team
and will continue to wrestle at Ithaca
College,” she said.

Ms. Kurstedt then summarized
the boys’ swim team’s successful
season. “They finished with a record
of 15-1 and as the Union County
Sectional and NJSIAA Public A
State Champions. This marked the
25th in the history of the program
and the most in state history. They
will finish this year ranked number
two in the state and will be consid-
ered the greatest in the history of
the program. They power pointed
over 4923 in a dual meet, which is
the highest ever by a Westfield boys’
team. They also power pointed 5000
by National Interscholastic Swim
Coaches Association standards,
which is the first time that has ever
happened. During the season, there
were numerous top 15 additions
and top 16 finishes at the New Jer-
sey Meet of Champions. A county
and school record were broken.
Their efforts and their success is
born from the team-first mentality
that they share. Congratulations to
our State Champion Boys Team and
coaches, Jeff Knight, Mike
Schwebel and Ashley Westra,” she
said.

Following the team awards, board
member Ann Ormsby Cary an-
nounced that after completing her
third consecutive term on the board,
she will not seek reelection. “I want
to thank the community for having
me,” she said. She further said,
“Anyone interested in running must
have their signed petition turned in
by July 28, and so I wanted to give
community members some time to
think about running.” She summed
up her remarks by saying, “It’s a
great way to be connected to your
community and your child’s educa-
tion. I’m not going to lie — it’s a
big-time commitment. Similar to
having a part-time job. So, with no
pay, no health care and no pension,
what are the benefits of this volun-
teer position? It’s a way to give
back to your community. You get to
know Dr. Dolan and the adminis-
tration and all of the school work-
ers. It allows you to understand the
running of the district from both an
educational an taxpayer perspec-
tive. You meet people from all over
town who you might not otherwise
meet. I urge the community to con-

sider learning more and picking up
a petition in the business
administrator’s office. Please call if
you have any questions.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan, with the help of a
PowerPoint presentation, presented
the goals for the 2013-2014 school
year, which were, Goal 1, to imple-
ment the Marshall Teacher Evalua-
tion Model effectively; Goal 2, To
develop benchmark assessments to
measure growth of student perfor-
mance; Goal 3, To implement new
digital tools and media to improve
communication between the district
and all stakeholders, as called for in
the Westfield Strategic Plan. The
mission of the Westfield School
District is cooperation with family
and community to prepare all stu-
dents to reach their highest poten-
tial, to be productive citizens in a
global society through education
and diversity.

Following the presentation, the
board voted to accept a gift from
Julie Billings of $175 for a Perl bell
kit for the elementary music de-
partment.

The next board meeting will be
on Tuesday, May 20, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Administration Building, lo-
cated at 302 Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education


