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l'ennemi du journaliste

OBLACHINSKI RAPS 2 RBI SINGLE, RBI DOUBLE; GAMBA CRACKS 3 HITS, SCORES 3 RUNS

Cougar Baseball Boys Baffle Summit Hilltoppers, 11-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

Easy sailing turned a little rocky
in the fifth inning, but the Cranford
High School baseball team had
more than enough fire power to
topple the 8-4 Summit
Hilltoppers, 11-4, at Memorial
Field in Cranford on April 24.

With his team on the verge of
10-0, mercy rule shutout, Cou-
gar pitcher Matt Ravetier, yielded
four of his seven hits in the fifth
to grant the Hilltoppers four runs

and two more innings of play.
From that point, however,
Ravetier retired every Summit
batter in the sixth and seventh
innings.

“A lot of hits were stretching
out and I was trying to stay warm
in between innings. I just wanted
to go out, throw strikes and get
the first one and go from there,”
Ravetier said.

The action in the fifth inning
began with a two-out grounder
to third that appeared that it was
going to be another putout, but
the umpire ruled that the runner,

John Floegel, beat the throw. A
walk, a double and two singles
later, the score was 10-4.

“The ground ball to third base
should have ended the game then
I left a couple of pitches up in the
zone. I might have been too re-
laxed, but I got the job done
eventually,” Ravetier said.

“Matt’s been through the pro-
gram. I think he knowS we play
one inning and one out at a time.
We focus on the situation at
hand,” Cougar Head Coach Den-
nis McCaffrey said.

Cam Fuoti led the Hilltoppers
with three singles, while scoring
once and adding an RBI. Sean
Guida rapped a two-run double
and David Berardi looped an RBI
single. Floegel singled and

scored.
The Cougars had 11 hits, and

John Oblachinski chopped a two-
run single in the third, drilled an
RBI double in the fourth and laid
down a sacrifice bunt in the sec-
ond. He was also involved in a
double steal with Joe Norton (2-
for-3, RBI double, 2 runs scored)
in the third.

“I was looking for a good pitch
to hit. I saw it and drove it to the
outfield. The one with the bases
loaded that got the two RBI was
a fastball that I hit past the third
baseman. My double was a
curveball that I sat on and drove
to the outfield. I was able to
knock some runs in to get the
team win,” Oblachinski said.

“Johnny swung the bat well. He
had two base hits. He’s a
hardworking kid, a three-sport
athlete. He gives it everything he
has every time he puts on a
uniform. I know you like the ag-
gressive base running. Fortu-
nately, we were able to get more
runs than they did,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

“The double steal definitely puts
pressure on the defense. A lot of
guys are moving around. It gives
the hitter an opportunity to hit
the ball down the middle and
down the left side by third base.
There’s a lot of room for a ground
ball to find its way through,”
Oblachinski said.

“Base running is a big part of
our game. Coach Mac always
knows what’s best when we are
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