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Blue Devils Score 6 in 7th to Beat Raiders, 8-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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starting pitcher Brad DeMartino to
lead off the first and scored after
Gibbon’s infield single ended up in
an overthrow to first. Lipshitz reached
first on an error at short. Isolda slashed
an RBI single and stole second, forc-
ing a throw that got by the second
baseman and allowing Lipshitz to
give the Raiders a 3-0 lead.

The Raiders added another run in
the fourth. O’Brien scribbled an in-
field single, moved to second on a
throwing error and scored on Zito’s
chopping single. Zazzali lined a single
to left and Zito attempted to score but
was gunned down on a great relay.

Storcks slammed a double to left to
lead off the Westfield fourth. Ionta
hacked his RBI double over third and
Robertshaw walked with one out.
Shortstop Zazzali got the Raiders out
of the inning by turning a double play.

Westfield added some more action
in the fifth. Luino hopped a one-out
single and Perconte drilled a double
to left. Liuno was waved homeward,
but the relay was right on line and

Raider catcher JT Beirne made the
tag for the second out. Perconte made
the score, 4-2, when he scored on
Storcks’ infield single.

“The play at the plate when Luino
got tagged out, I was going to send
him, because I thought he had a good
shot. The throw was up the line just as
Marc got there. You got to take
chances, because we’ve struggled to
score all year. We got to do something
to make things happen,” Coach
Brewster said.

With their second relief pitcher on
the mound, Luke Iorio, the Blue Dev-
ils managed to strand three Raiders,
while allowing no runs in the sixth.

The Westfield sixth began with
Ionta’s single to left and Robertshaw’s
single up the middle. Hogge laid down
a bunt, but Lipshitz, the Raider re-
liever, grabbed the ball and threw to
third for the force out. DoCampo
singled off the second baseman’s
glove and Luino lofted his RBI sac
fly to center. Perconte’s two-run triple
opened the flood gates. Bowman

tapped an RBI single, Storcks walked
and both scored on errors.

“With Chris Hogge up, I actually
had him bunting for a hit, but he got
too much of it and the pitcher got the
out. But we came up with some good
clutch hits. I believe in this team.
They are a bunch of good players.
They sometimes think each batter
can hit a six-run homer,” Coach
Brewster said.

Andrew Malacrea relieved in the
top of the seventh, and after getting the
first batter to fly out to left, he walked
the next two batters prompting Coach
Brewster to bring Perconte to the
mound. After yielding a short single to
load the bases, Perconte initiated a 1-
2-3 game-ending double play.

“I was pleased that we came back.
We didn’t pack it in. We threw five
different guys today, because we are
aiming toward Saturday’s game in
the county tournament,” Coach
Brewster said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 300 100 0 4
Westfield 000 116 x 8

LOCKHART LAUNCHES TWO HOME RUNS, GETS 6 RBI

Raiders Rout Royals, 15-0,
In UCT Softball Preliminary

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman Kyra Lockhart indicated
that she really likes fields with fences
when she blasted a pair of home runs
to lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team to a 15-0,
five-inning rout of Oak Knoll in the
preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament in Scotch Plains
on April 23.

Lockhart blasted a two-run homer
over the leftfield fence in the first
inning, added an RBI groundout in
the second and launched a three-run
shot well over the centerfield fence in
the third to finish with six RBI.

“Definitely, because running is not
my favorite thing to do. I always like
a fence, because line drives are the
most important things to me,”

Lockhart said.
In her fourth at-bat, Lockhart drilled

a lined shot into the glove of the third
baseman.

“I started playing when I was six-
years-old. I started with baseball. My
dad used to take me out to practice
every single day. Then I changed to
softball when I was in fifth grade, and
I have been playing ever since,”
Lockhart said.

“She’s very good at selecting
pitches. She takes a walk when she
needs to. She hasn’t had a strikeout
yet. She puts the ball in play. She’s a
really good all-around player,” Raider
Head Coach Jess Hulnik said.

As a freshman, Lockhart seems to
have adjusted very well to varsity
action.

“The first game was kind of rough.

It was a different transition into the
pitching levels and the travel to high
schools. But as it has gone on, I think
I have gotten better learning to adjust
moving up in the box, getting back in
the box to do what you have to do to
get solid contact,” Lockhart said.

The 5-9 Raiders totaled 11 hits and
every starter from the three freshmen
upward contributed to the offense.
Senior leadoff hitter Maria Pansulla
went 2-for-2 with an RBI double,
walked twice and scored all four times.
Senior Kelly Yeager had an RBI single
and scored. Junior Erica Waltsak went
2-for-2 with two RBI and a run scored.
Freshman starting pitcher Jessica
Waltsak rapped an RBI single and
scored. Junior Danielle Scheu looped
an RBI double walked and scored

More photos at
Ballyhoo Sports

View Thousands of Homes Online

Cranford $359,000
Mint Colonial w/open flr plan, dream EIK w/
SS appls, 1st flr FR, 2zone CAC, hdwd flrs
throughout, mud room & rear deck.

Agent: Susan Wilson MLS: 3136290

Scotch Plains $310,000
Well maintained 2 bdrm townhouse w/open
flr plan in highly sought after Crestwood
Commons across from NYC bus!

Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 3132277

Cranford $574,900
Amazing home w/updts throughout.
Renovated kit & baths, HW flrs, CAC, att
garage & incredible open flr plan!

Agent: Mary “Kathy” Collins MLS: 3125413

Westfield $579,000
Sunny 3BE,3BA w/fab. open flow. Gourmet
kit w/vaulted ceil & skylight. Bkfst/FR
addition w/3 glass doors to deck & yard.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3131904

Scotch Plains $449,000
Meticulously maintained 3BR, 2 Bath Cape
on .27 acre lot in the Crestwood section. EIK,
fin. basement w/3 add’l rms.

Agent: Kathy Gouldey MLS: 3132292

Westfield $599,000
Lovely, stone front Colonial in great location
on beautiful piece of property. CAC, newer
windows, FDR & wood flrs.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3123022

Scotch Plains $785,000
A perfect blend of old charm & today's
modern amenities! 4BR/3.1BA, beautiful
grounds w/heated in ground pool.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3135184

Westfield $1,795,000
"Build to Suit" by Buontempo Builders.
Builder will customize to create your dream
home on beautiful Westfield Lot.

Agent: Gerald Robinson MLS: 3072827
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUNNED DOWN AT SECOND BASE...Blue Devil second baseman Tyler Bowman, front, and shortstop Matt Storcks, left,
head home after catcher Mike Ionta guns down Raider Christian Zazzali in the second inning on April 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE HIGH FIVE...Raider Kyra Lockhart, No. 24, gets the “High Five” from Head Coach Jess Hulnik after
blasting her second home run of the game against the Oak Knoll Royals on April 23 in Scotch Plains.


