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Letters to the Editor
Candidate Seeking GOP Mayor Nod

Says Garwood Deserves Better
Over the past several weeks, I have had

the great opportunity to speak to so many
of my neighbors throughout Garwood. I
cannot express how grateful I am for the
genuine excitement displayed for my cam-
paign for mayor. Regardless of party
affiliation or past voting tendencies, the
message has been consistent; the taxpay-
ers are fed up with the broken system of
raising taxes, taking away services and
increasing debt.

In a time where each and every one of
us watches our finances very closely, it’s
hard to hide the fact that taxes have
increased dramatically. In 2012, while
the state saw the smallest property tax
bump in more than two decades,
Garwood’s increase almost tripled the
state average. Last year while many com-
munities in New Jersey saw their prop-
erty taxes decrease, Garwood doubled
the state average. This year it is just more
of the same.

During a year when the town saw a
large surplus, enough to cut taxes, the
town leaders balked and voted to yet
again increase taxes. One councilperson
went so far as to make excuses and try to
say that cutting taxes is a bad thing. If we
cannot cut taxes or at the very least com-
mit to a zero percent increase in a year
with a surplus then we will only continue

to see taxes go up under the current
leadership.

All of the tax information can be found
on the New Jersey Department of Con-
sumer Affairs website. In addition to the
tax increases, thanks to the ill-conceived,
poorly planned and completely misman-
aged Athletic Complex, we have seen our
debt increase by 66 percent. The $3.3-
million project is now dipping into the
general fund to help pay for added neces-
sities.

As everyone knows, once a political
faction starts to dip into funds it can
snowball out of control. The current ad-
ministration promised an end to the sta-
tus quo, but all we have seen is just that.

As mayor, I will not downplay the
position and be a true leader by represent-
ing the interests of the taxpayers. I will
not sit back waiting for you to call me; I
will be out listening to the taxpayers
making sure your concerns are heard.
Over the next weeks I will continue to
discuss the issues with you, the residents.
Along side of me, you may see my kids,
the true inspiration behind this campaign.
My 3-year-old son Matteo will most likely
be in his little red car, my 7-year-old son
Nicholas bouncing around with the en-
ergy of a jack rabbit, and my brilliant 11-
year-old daughter Adrianna batting her
big blue eyes.

In a few days my future scientist daugh-
ter Kara will be home from college join-
ing the ride.

The taxpayers work very hard for what
they earn and a handful of politicians
taking from them is inexcusable. The
people of Garwood deserve better. On
June 3rd join us in sending a message to
the Republican establishment that we
want less taxes, less spending and less
debt by electing new district leaders so
we can fix what is broken and allowing
me the honor of representing the Repub-
lican Party as the nominee for mayor —
for an affordable Garwood, for our fu-
ture!

Salvatore Piarulli
Garwood

Westfield Spring Fling Is Set for This
Sunday, May 4 From 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

It’s that time of year again! Spring
has sprung, and it is time for the 20th
annual Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Spring Fling. The
event will be held on the streets of
downtown Westfield this Sunday,   May
4, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. rain or
shine.

A fun filled day for all ages, the event
will have many diverse food vendors
from the area, including many of the
Westfield restaurants. For the kids, there
will be rides and a multitude of fun
activities to engage them for the entire
day.

Be sure to arrive early, as many ven-
dors have giveaways during the first
few hours. With 300 local merchants,
20 food booths and the stores of
Westfield open for business as well,
and an estimated 45,000 people filling
the streets, it is sure to be a day abuzz
with activity. Admission is free.

The following streets will be closed
to vehicular traffic on Sunday morning
starting at 6 a.m.: East Broad Street
from North Avenue to Central Avenue,

Quimby Street, Elm Street from North
Avenue to the Texaco Station, and Pros-
pect Street from North Avenue to Ferris
Place. Parking is prohibited on the
streets in the Spring Fling area all day
Sunday.

Downtown businesses in the area
should advise employees to park in the
South Avenue train station lot for the
day. Downtown residents are reminded
to park in municipal lots, out of the
Spring Fling area.

Pets, skateboarding, and roller
blading are prohibited in the Spring
Fling area. This rule is for the safety of
attendees of all ages, and also for the
safety of the animals.

Spring Fling attendees are encour-
aged to park in the South Avenue train
station parking lot. This will provide
the closest parking to the activity area,
with easy access to North Avenue
through the convenient underpass at the
Westfield Train Station.

For more information, please contact
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, (908) 233-3021.

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

& Auto Accidents

On time service with dependable drivers.

Always someone on the phones – never a 
machine! 

Late model Lincoln Town Cars    / 15 passenger Vans for larger groups

(908) 272-8698

Mason’s Limousine – (908) 272-8698

$6
Must mention this coupon when making reservation

                          
              Not valid with  other discounts

                              Coupon expires 12/01/14

AIRPORT SERVICE

OFF

Trip to Newark Airport

 Visit our website:  www.masonlimo.com
We will MATCH any competitors published price to Newark airport

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Public Is Invited to the Celebration
At Dr. Arida’s Expanded Office

WESTFIELD — Westfield dentist
Dr. Kenneth Arida and his staff will
host a free, fun-filled community open
house this Sunday, May 4, the same
day as the town’s Spring Fling Street
fair.

Featuring games, food and prizes,
the open house will be held from
noon to 4 p.m. on the grounds of Dr.
Arida’s office at 131 South Euclid
Avenue, just off East Broad Street.

Visitors will be treated to free hot
dogs and popcorn, refreshments, and
games with giveaway prizes.

Dr. Arida’s office recently com-
pleted a major expansion, adding
1,000 square feet of space and ex-
panded service and upgraded wait-
ing rooms for both adult and pediat-
ric patients.

“This open house is our way of
saying ‘thank you’ not just to our
cherished patients, but to the entire
community,” said Dr. Arida, who has
practiced dentistry in Westfield for

more than 15 years.
Dr. Arida, his staff, and the

practice’s two other dentists, Dr.
Steven Reff and Dr. Maral Regas,
will be at the open house to greet
visitors and answer questions.

Children and their families also are
welcome to step inside and see the
office’s new “Kids Zone,” a waiting
room that features video game con-
soles, flat-screen TVs and an over-
sized fish tank. Adults can check out
the new upscale waiting room, com-
plete with coffee bar.

“In my business, you like to see
people smile. So hopefully, we’ll see
a lot of smiles that day,” Dr. Arida
said.

The rain date for the open house is
Sunday, May 18. For more informa-
tion, contact the office at (908) 654-
6262.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Greenstein Campaigns
Using War on Women

Platform in Dist. 12 Race
I’ve been on the front lines fighting

against Governor Christie’s War on
Women here in New Jersey. I’ve
worked tirelessly to restore his $7.5
million cut to women’s healthcare to
protect access for 40,000 women to
basic preventative care like cancer
screenings and mammograms. We
can’t go on spending billions of dol-
lars in corporate welfare and tax cuts
for millionaires when 40,000 women
need basic health services.

Now I want to take the fight to Eric
Cantor, Paul Ryan, and the Tea Party
extremists in Washington who don’t
think women can be trusted with their
own bodies and decisions.

I am committed to progressive ac-
tion to guarantee pay fairness for
women, and will always fight to pro-
tect women’s healthcare programs.
And I’ll fight tooth and nail to ensure
that a woman’s reproductive health
decisions are kept a matter between
her and her doctor, and are off-limits
to meddling politicians.

Together, let’s defeat the Tea Party’s
War on Women.

Linda Greenstein
Candidate for Congress

Chivukula, Zwicker More Qualified
Than Party Picked Candidates

In the Democratic Primary for retir-
ing Congressman Rush Holt’s seat, pro-
gressive Democrats risk having their
voices drowned out by party insiders
who wield tremendous power over an
anachronistic peculiarity known as ‘the
line.’

This peculiar feature of New Jersey
elections allows Republican and Demo-
cratic county organizations to place pri-
mary candidates on the same ballot line
as local down-ticket candidates.

In this race in particular, two strong,
progressive Democrats will face the chal-
lenge of overcoming the conservative
and undemocratic line.

They are New Jersey’s Deputy As-
sembly Speaker and frequent collabora-
tor with Rush Holt, Upendra Chivukula,
and scientist/educator Andrew Zwicker.
They are candidates who are eminently
qualified, and arguably more aligned
with the educated, progressive values of
voters in the district than the two candi-
dates backed by the Democratic organi-
zations of the most populous counties in
the 12th District, Mercer and Middlesex.

While the other candidates talk the
talk of progressive values, they have
records and connections which would
suggest otherwise. Voters beware.

While primaries should be about com-
petition and democracy, the line gives
an advantage to back-room leaders ex-
changing favors behind the scenes. In
Union County, which makes up a con-
siderable section of the 12th District, the
candidate who received the line was
literally handpicked by just three Union
County political insiders.

The risk this year is that the winner of
the primary will ultimately be decided
by the five or 10 party insiders who get

to allocate the county line, rather than
the hundreds of thousands of voters who
will be represented by the candidate for
potentially decades to come.

For voters to make their voice heard
in the June primaries, they will have to
scour their ballots to search for the pre-
ferred candidate outside their local party
line. Unfortunately, most voters just vote
down the line without doing their own
research.

This institutionalized advantage of al-
lowing the county parties to award the
line to the candidate of their choosing,
via back room deals, not only promotes
corruption but is inherently un-demo-
cratic. Voters should decide who repre-
sents them, not party heavyweights.

While some of the political machines
may not want to acknowledge more pro-
gressive candidates like Chivukula and
Zwicker – and have even tried to force
them out of the race – it’s important that
their voices are heard so that the line is
not the big winner this year.

It’s a great irony that if the well-loved
progressive champion Rush Holt were
running for Congress in this primary –
he too would probably be brushed aside
by the establishment insiders, in much
the same way Chivukula and Zwicker
have been treated.

When Democratic voters go to the
polls on June 3rd to vote in the 12th
District Primary, they should vote ac-
cording to whom they think is best for
the job, not who has the ‘line’ on their
ballot.

They should study the candidates,
and vote for themselves. We are, after
all, the Democratic Party.

Zachary Israel
Franklin Township

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce Seeks Executive Director

Part Time: 25 Hours per week,
Salary: $24,000/yr. Benefits: None

POSITION DESCRIPTION:
This is a great opportunity for some-
one who is outgoing, has great people
skills, managed an office and worked
under a board of directors.

Responsibilities include attending
bi-monthly meetings of the board
and its committees, regular commu-
nication with the chairman of the

board, managing an office with a
two- person staff, coordinating regu-
lar events including three annual street
fairs, an annual farmers market (sea-
sonal), attendance at monthly break-
fast and evening networking events,
liaison to town governments and other
government officials, maintaining ex-
isting membership levels while driv-
ing new membership signups and
nurturing chamber relationships with
other local, county and state business
development organizations.

Those interested should e-mail their
resume to Chris Devine, chairman of
the board, at
christopher.devine@wellsfargoadvisors.com
prior to Friday, May 30.

E-mail resume to christopher.devine@wellsfargoadvisors.com


