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GOOD LIFE...Joanne and Glenn Mortimer of Mountainside catch up with friend
and former Scotch Plains resident, Andrea L. Macaluso, right, and the hometown
news in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while in Dallas. The group  attended
the Rangers versus White Sox game at Globe Life Park.

cap bank.
Pat Moschetti of New Providence

said he would like the county to
increase its line item for employ-
ment and training from $300,000 to
$600,000 by finding the extra fund-
ing elsewhere in the budget. He
also questioned the drop in deferred
charges for pension payments for
the Public Employees Retirement
System and the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System.

Bibi Taylor, director of finance,
said due to actuarial evaluations the
state notified the county that these
bills would drop $2.1 million.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood noted
that this year’s budget is the first
budget that exceeds a half billion
dollars. He asked the county to “hold
off” increasing funding to the
county’s utilities authority by
$100,000, noting the authority is
being investigated “for some kind
of secret pay scandal.”

He also questioned why the
county had reduced its line item for
road surfacing from $3 million to
$2 million. He called the reduction
“an embarrassment” given this past
winter that left roadways filled with
potholes.

Ms. Taylor said the decision was
made to move some of the money
for road surfacing out of the current
budget and into the county’s long-
term capital program whereby fund-
ing could be spread out over a num-
ber of years, thus enabling the
county to “pay as you go” as these
projects are completed.

Mr. Faella said the county’s ef-
forts to repair roadways from the
harsh winter is “ongoing” and will
continue “over the next few
months.”

In other business, the freeholders
went on record in opposition to
Kean University’s effort to purchase
the now vacant 54-acre Merck prop-
erty across the street from the uni-

versity at 1011 Morris Avenue in
Union. Kean has notified Union
Township of its intention to exer-
cise its “right of first refusal” on
the property.

County Counsel Robert Barry
said the freeholders are opposed to
Kean’s acquisition of the property
as it would take over a million dol-
lars off the tax rolls since the uni-
versity does not pay taxes. He said
removal of the property from the
tax rolls, “would not only cause
financial hardship to the Township
of Union, but to the County of
Union.”
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Union County Freeholders
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Ms. Palhares said
snack time followed by nap time would
be from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. She also said
there would probably be about four
events that would take place during the
year, such as graduation and a holiday
show. She also said there would be six
age-appropriate classes. Ms. Palhares
said there would be lower enrollment
during the summer months.

Architect Robert Algarin said the
younger children would be on the
first floor and the older children on
the second floor, which would con-
tain an office and three classrooms.
He said the new building would look
residential in character and have
double hung windows with shutters.
There are no plans for an elevator.
Gordon Meth, a planning consultant
for the board, asked about a separate
lunch area. Ms. Palhares said the chil-
dren would eat in their classrooms.

Project Planner Anthony Gallarano
said the ingress would be on the left
side of the building and the egress on
the right. He also said the property
would be landscaped and screening
would be provided by cypress trees on
the perimeter of the property. He stated
the lighting would be decorative with
two standing light poles. He said there
would be a refuse enclosure at the rear
of the building and fencing in the back
and side yard, one of which would
contain a play area.

Bill Cooley of West Broad Street
asked about the front-yard setback be-
ing consistent with the rest of the hous-
ing on the street. He was also con-
cerned about traffic, calling the morn-
ing traffic “horrendous.”

Mr. Gallarano responded, “We’re
deviating from front-yard setback re-
quirements, but not by much.”

Harold Maltz, the applicant’s project
transportation/traffic consultant, said
the egress would come out on West
Broad Street. He said the roadway,
with parking, would be 36 feet wide
and that the speed limit was 25 m.p.h.

on the street. He also said most parking
on the street was unrestricted 24 hours
a day, Monday through Friday. Mr.
Maltz also said that traffic flow is good
except for a peak from 7:45 to 8:15 a.m.
when traffic backs up to Osborn Street
with cars wanting to make a right turn
onto South Avenue. He said although
there is parking on site, there would be
parking available on the street in front
of the building and across the street
from the building.

He said there would be a front en-
trance for those who wish to park on the
street so they will not have to walk up
a driveway along with cars waiting to
drop off children.

The major concern of the board was
the time it would take to pick up or
drop off the students that could cause
a backup of traffic on the street. Ms.
Palhares said it takes five minutes for
a parent to drop off and sign in their
child. She also said there would be 11
parking spaces behind the building
and four on the sides of the building.
She stressed that the pick-up and drop-
off times would vary during the day,
and that everyone would not be com-
ing and leaving at the same time.

Joe Handy, a resident of West
Broad Street, addressed Mr. Maltz,
stating, “You said that parking is
available 24 hours a day directly
across the street from the building.
There is a sign there that says park-
ing is restricted to two hours. How
did you come up with that?”

Mr. Maltz responded that, “The sign
doesn’t have arrows on it, so it’s just for
that one spot.” Mr. Cooley said, “When
you have a car and a school bus going
in opposite directions, one has to stop
[to let the other go by].”

The next regular meeting of the board
will be Monday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m.
at the municipal building, 425 East
Broad Street. The date of another spe-
cial meeting to continue the applica-
tion of Cradles to Crayons will be
announced at that time.
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Westfield Zoning Board

of the neighborhood. Mr. Watson
admitted that the new homes would
be larger than neighboring dwell-
ings, but said that local ordinances
now require newly-built houses to
include attached two-car garages.

Board Vice-Chairman Jeffrey
Strauss, while admitting that the
new homes may look “a little out of
place” in the neighborhood, stated
his belief that they would not “dis-
tract” from the overall look of the
area.

No residents spoke publicly about
the application and there were no
variances required.

Mr. Morin said he would soon be
conducting a review for board mem-
bers of land-use law, how subdivi-
sions and variances work and the
rules of land-use boards and what
might constitute conflicts of inter-
est for board members during cer-
tain applications. He was set to con-
duct his briefing on Monday, but
there were not enough board mem-
bers present to make it worthwhile.

The board’s next meeting is set
for Monday, May 12.
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SP Zone Bd.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Please take notice that the Planning
Board (the “Board”) of the Township of
Scotch Plains, New Jersey (the “Town-
ship”) will, on May 12, 2014, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Scotch Plains Municipal  Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, or at such other time
and place as the Board may adjourn there-
after, hold a public hearing (the “Hearing”)
to consider an application for amended
preliminary and final major site plan ap-
proval (the “Application”) made by Toll
NJ, LP (the “Applicant”). The Application
pertains to property within the Township
located at 1640 Lamberts Mill Road, for-
mally identified as Lot 1.02 of Block 11301
on the Township’s tax map (the “Prop-
erty”). The Property consists of approxi-
mately 636,102 square feet (14.603 acres)
within the Township’s Sub Area “C” Rede-
velopment Plan District as designated by
the Shackamaxon Golf Course Redevel-
opment Plan, adopted by the Township on
May 3, 2011 (the “Redevelopment Plan”).
The Property is a portion of the existing
Shackamaxon Country Club.

The Property has been designated an
“area in need of redevelopment” and is
subject to the Redevelopment Plan, which
sets forth the pertinent land use regula-
tions for the Property, and the Applicant is
the designated redeveloper for the Prop-
erty according a Resolution adopted by
the Township Council on January 28, 2014
and the terms of the Redevelopment Agree-
ment, all in accordance with the New Jer-
sey Local Redevelopment and Housing
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et. seq. The
Applicant proposes to redevelop the Prop-
erty with 56 age-restricted, residential
townhomes, a two-story clubhouse, and
associated site improvements including
up to 219 parking spaces. The Application
has been designed to be fully-conforming
with the Redevelopment Plan; however, to
the extent the Board determines that the
Application requires any variance, waiver,
exception, or other relief, the Applicant
shall request such further relief from the
Board without further public notice.

A copy of the Application and the docu-
ments submitted in support thereof is on
file in the Office of the Board’s Secretary,
located in the Township’s Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, and is available for public
inspection during regular business days
and hours.

This Notice is given in accordance with
the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law,
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1, et. seq. Any interested
person may appear in person, through his
attorney, or through his designated agent
at the Hearing, at the time and place herein
stated, and be heard on this Application.

By: Marc D. Policastro, Esq.
Giordano, Halleran & Ciesla, P.C.

125 Half Mile Road, Suite 300
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701

Attorney for the Applicant
1 T - 5/1/14, The Times Fee: $61.20

Garwood Planning Board OKs
Mixed-Use Building on South Avenue

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Construction of a $1-
million-plus, mixed-use, three-story apart-
ment building on South Avenue could be-
gin in two months after the owner was
granted approval by the Garwood Planning
Board on April 23.

The board voted 8-1 to allow Nick
Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ, Inc., to demol-
ish the single-family home he owns at 325
South Avenue, a greenhouse on the adja-
cent property at 331 South Avenue and
build over the existing structure there. The
building is located across from the Crunch
gym in the Garwood Mall and includes the
Panda House restaurant, Wireless Point
mobile phone store, Ken Nails salon, as
well as a vacant space and three apart-
ments on the second floor.

“If it was up to us, we’d start tomor-
row,” Mr. Tsapatsaris told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times by phone a day
after the vote. “We have to apply for a
building permit, which we will be apply-
ing for shortly, and go through the typical
land use procedure.”

Once started, Mr. Tsapatsaris projected
it would take six to eight months to com-
plete. The vote culminated a five-month
process in which Mr. Tsapatsaris went
before the board four times with three
different versions of his plan, finally set-
tling on a 150-foot-by-100-foot structure
that would approximately double the cur-
rent first-floor retail space to about 5,000
square feet and include 12 apartments on
the upper levels.

Opposition to the proposal, which was
evident at all four meetings beginning in
December, came from a handful of nearby
property owners on Willow Avenue, the
street parallel to South Avenue, and largely
focused on parking.

The planned building will have 18 on-
site parking spaces, but with eight one-
bedroom apartments, four two-bedroom
apartments and the retail space, zoning
code enforcement official Victor Vinegra
calculated that the project will require 16
more parking places, or 34 total, to satisfy
borough ordinances. Mr. Tsapatsaris has
negotiated a 10-year lease for five spots at
the Garwood Rest saloon, 350 feet to the
east of the site on South Avenue, and is in
negotiations for 15 more with the owners of
the bankrupt and largely abandoned Casale
metal works factory to the west.

The board’s near unanimous approval,
with the exception of Robert Scherer, came
with variances for the off-site parking.

“We ultimately thought it would be man-
ageable,” Board Chairman Steve Greet said.
“One of the reasons the board voted for the
requested relief was that [Mr. Tsapatsaris]
was very receptive to items that were re-
quested in the design specs and the itera-
tions. The final one looked like it fit well
into the transit village type of concept.”

The most vocal opposition once again
came from Willow Avenue residents An-
thony Prieto and Frank Kelly, who told the
board he owned six properties in Garwood,
including one adjacent to 331 South Av-
enue and another on Willow Avenue. On
cross-examination, he acknowledged he
did not reside at any of the properties, board
member Bill Nierstedt said.

Like the previous meetings, exchanges
at the April 23 hearing between Mr. Kelly
and Mr. Tsapatsaris’ attorney, John
Schmidt, became quite heated and conten-
tious, Mr. Nierstedt said.

The plan also drew bipartisan support
from residents, including Democratic Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco and Republican
council Primary Election candidate Rich-

ard Dolan.
Mr. Nierstedt made the motion to

approve the plan, citing that it “removed
a dilapidated structure that has seen bet-
ter days, and eliminated a single non-
conforming dwelling (single-family
home at 325 South Avenue).”

“I can’t wait for when Garwood has such
a thriving downtown that we have a park-
ing problem,” he said.

Despite the laborious and sometimes
querulous proceedings, Mr. Tsapatsaris was
pleased. “I’m very happy with the affirma-
tion of the project,” he said. “After the
meeting, my team and I discussed pursuing
other projects in the borough. From our
perspective, we’re willing to look at other
projects.”
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SP-F Board of Education
identified from the banked cap of 2011-
2012. She added that $500,000 of this
banked cap can be put toward some
staffing needs as well as used to fund
one-time projects such as new science
labs in the high school.

Three major projects were included
in the 2014-2015 school budget, which
include $1,071,900 for high-school
science lab renovation; a $120,000
boiler unit at Brunner Elementary
School and $40,000 for various bath-
room upgrades within the district.

Ms. Saridaki also stated that budget
guidelines for the upcoming year in-
clude maintaining appropriate class
size, restoring efforts in staff develop-
ment, curriculum improvements, con-
tinued implementation of technology
plans and continued energy saving and
long-term maintenance and capital

improvement projects.
In other business, there was an in-

structional update regarding the piloted
iPad use in the district’s global studies
classes at the high school.

According to Noel Baxter, district
Social Studies supervisor, there were
30 iPads in use in the high-school class-
room of Ryan McKenna. Mr. McKenna
reported that using the iPads worked
well within his classroom as the iPads
were easy to use, fast to upload infor-
mation, versatile for student use and
were not cumbersome at students’
desks. He recommended the continued
use for the global studies classrooms.

The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 13, at
7:30 p.m. in the Administration Build-
ing on Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.


