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First Presbyterian to Honor
Soup Kitchen’s 25th Year

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, will com-
memorate the 25th anniversary
of the Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen at the church’s 10 a.m.
worship service this Sunday, March
30. Photographs and other items
reflecting the history of this mis-
sion will be on display in the Th-
ompson Youth Center of the church
following the service. All are wel-
come.

The Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen, located at the First Bap-
tist Church at 402 Union Avenue
in Elizabeth, began on March 12,
1989 when a group of people had
aspirations to simply serve the
hungry. After 25 years, the
strictly-volunteer soup kitchen

has served more than 112,000
hot meals to the hungry and
financially stressed in the Eliza-
beth area.

People from all walks of life
come in for the dining which,
ironically, has never consisted of
soup nor sandwiches. Instead,
the working poor of the Elizabeth
area dine on meals meant to
create a healthy diet, such as
chicken, salad, and sweets pro-
vided by Pinho’s Bakery.

When the Elmora Presbyterian
Church closed in 2004, the soup
kitchen almost closed with it.
The organization no longer had
the financial nor legal backing
necessary to support the mis-
sion. However, through small en-
dowments and private donations,
the soup kitchen continued to
thrive.

In June 2005, the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford adopted
the program. Stipends used for
the program would go to the food
services distribution in Elizabeth,
should it dissolve for any reason.

Volunteers come from houses
of worship all over, including Con-
necticut Farms Presbyterian, St.
Theresa’s of Kenilworth, the First
Baptist Church of Cranford-Eliza-
beth, Fanwood Presbyterian, the
Korean Presbyterian, St. Anne’s
of Garwood, the Second Presby-
terian Church of Elizabeth and
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford. The Fanwood Presby-
terian Church also provides
bagged lunches for guests.

The soup kitchen accepts do-
nations of socks, full-size bars of
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
deodorant, washcloths, face tow-
els, other basic essentials and
funding. The First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford acts as the
drop point. To donate to the
Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen,
contact the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford at (908) 276-
8440.

Floraphile Plans Tour
Of Trailside Gardens
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will tour
the herb and vegetable gardens
of the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center on Monday, April 21,
from noon to 2 p.m. Trailside is
located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

A Union County Master Gar-
dener will lead participants on a
guided tour of the gardens, de-
signed by Rutgers Master Gar-
deners.

Guests are welcome. Anyone
interested in joining the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford or seek-
ing more information on upcom-
ing events may contact Mary Ellen
at mecrafts@verizon.net or like
the club on Facebook at –
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) conducted preliminary
discussions last Thursday about
increasing flow rights for member
municipalities. In addition, the
board established a model ordi-
nance for members to use as a
tool to reduce storm water load-
ing of the system (Infiltration and
Inflows or I&I), and a plan for
reinstating the hearing process
and related penalties, which were
suspended during the authority’s
plant upgrade process.

The discussion of increasing flow
rights is primarily a method of
both rewarding members for their
contributions during the upgrade
and reducing the number of vio-

lations. Officials made it clear that
the increase was likely to be some-
where around 10 percent. They
said this level of increase should
reduce most towns to a violation
frequency that would keep them
clear of hearings.

Springfield was noted as the
worst violator and if the 10 per-
cent increase were used, they
would drop from having had 29
violations in February to 17 vio-
lations. It was made clear that
Springfield should plan to buy
flow rights from another munici-
pality in order to avoid repeated
penalties. The change, which will
require amending the RVSA 1954
operating agreement, will need
unanimous support of the com-
missioners, and one commis-
sioner has stated the he will vote
against the change.

Nine of the authority’s trunk
lines lack metering in locations
that would precisely identify flow
sources, so, it might be neces-

sary for RVSA to purchase and
install them to be able to identify
the sources of excessive flow in
order to reliably assess penalties.

Plans were made to provide
member municipalities with a
model ordinance, based on
Waldwick’s, to use as a foundation
for a program to reduce I&I. One
penalty which was mentioned was
the stopping of approvals for new
sewer hook-ups in the municipal-
ity. This penalty, which would likely
be a last resort action, is just one
of several that can be used to
pressure towns to comply.

The board also voted to re-
move the contingency placed on
the digester gas cleaning project
planning. This action frees up the
other $80,000 of the $120,000 it
will cost to complete the design
of the project. As RVSA Execu-
tive Director Jim Meehan had
said last month, the project is
one that makes sense to do re-
gardless of whether New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure
Trust Fund money is available,
as it would pay for itself in under
a decade, and faster if part of the
loan were forgiven.

The board also approved the
spending of just under $100,000
on an emergency basis. The ex-
penditure was the result of power
problems at the plant which were
discovered in mid-December and
were not resolved until early March.

Mark Dugan, Cranford’s com-
missioner, was vocal about hav-
ing been unaware of this situa-
tion as it was developing. Frank
Mazzarella, Clark’s commis-
sioner, raised the question of
whether this was a design flaw,
and Mr. Meehan indicated that it
was and would be brought into
the ongoing lawsuit against
RVSA’s vendors. The problem was
identified as a 13,500-Volt
breaker which feeds the plant
through the co-generation bus.

During Thursday’s meeting
Jerry Dobbius and Michael Plick
were appointed to the fundraising
committee. Chris Hoffman is the
committee’s secretary and serves
on several sub-committees.

Mr. Davenport urged commit-
tee members to “share any com-
munication or information you
get, good, bad, or indifferent so
we can talk about it.” Residents
can view programs on the
Internet at
Cranfordtv35.pegcentral.com.

The committee has decided to
meet every three months at 7:30
p.m. on Thursdays in the Town-
ship Committee meeting room at
the municipal building on Spring-
field Avenue. Upcoming meet-
ings will be on June 11, Septem-
ber 4, and December 11.

CF’s TV35 Looks
To Live Broadcasts

Probitas Verus Honos

Rahway Valley Sewage Authority Considers
Increasing Flow Rights for Towns

Garwood Egg Hunt
To Be Held April 5

GARWOOD — The annual
Garwood Easter Egg Hunt will
be held on Saturday, April 5, at
noon, with a rain date of Sun-
day, April 6, also at noon.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be
held this year at Hartman Park,
located on the 400 block of
Second Avenue in Garwood. A
special appearance by the Eas-
ter Bunny is planned.
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