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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right,
and Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday
during the township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both
members of the government club at the high school.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mil.
Budget, $6 Million Bond
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee introduced a $34.9-million
2014 budget Tuesday that would
raise taxes 0.7 percent. An aver-
age assessed home of $181,600
would see a $13 increase in taxes
Tuesday.

The committee also discussed
bonding $6 million for capital im-
provements. $4 million of which
could go to street repair. Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said she would
like to see an aggressive plan for
street repairs in the township. She
reiterated her sentiments at
Monday’s agenda meeting about
some of the streets not being
repaved since the ’60s, when they
are to be paved every 20 years.
The bond would increase taxes by
$39 per household.

“I think we can put more than $4
million to the roads,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Some of the streets are total
failure,” said Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola.

A budget hearing will be held
Thursday, April 3, and Tuesday,
April 15, from 6 to 8 p.m.

After some discussion in the last
few weeks, the committee intro-
duced a resolution opposing the
turf field and a non-regulation size,
six-lane track proposed to break
ground this year at the Cranford
campus of Union County College
(UCC). The field would be near the
Cranford-Westfield border. About
700 trees on over four acres of
forested land would be removed
to build the field.

Colby Lane residents have voiced

sellers and then to be used as
open space. The idea is to buy
out homes in a cluster that could
make up an open space.

Also on March 31, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is to
present, in a closed session with
the The Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control, its
benefit/cost ratio for the seven
alternatives that have been stud-
ied to mitigate the impacts of
Rahway River flooding.

Union County College’s (UCC)

plans to build a turf field and track
on its Cranford campus was syn-
thesized in a “PR blast,” resident
Barbara Krause told the commit-
tee. She provided them with a
copy of the documents.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked why the ordinance to
oppose the field was not on the
agenda for Tuesday. Mayor Kalnins
said he wanted to bring it up for
discussion since UCC has since
said it would agree to a Develop-
ment Review Committee meeting

and a voluntary planning board
review.

“It is a courtesy without im-
pact. Even if the planning board
says no, they still can build it…
We don’t want the field back
there, that is all,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

 “I think we have to send a
message that is strong and clear
that we are not for this project
– loss of trees, the water flow,
increase the flooding in the area,
the parking, the crowds,” Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola later
said.

“There is no reason why they
have to dump this in a flood
sensitive area,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. also had concerns
with noise and light buffering.
“It has to buffer or not be there,”
Mr. Marsden said.

 “You don’t want to change
the character of the soil; it will
kill the trees already there,” Mr.
Marsden said.

The field also would incorpo-
rate a track. The committee
said it is not a regulation-size
track and so it could not be used
for official events.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato pro-
posed allocating two thirds of the
township’s capital surplus to road
repair. “What I am proposing is
we take an aggressive approach
to road repair. We have not re-
ally had a solid program of pav-
ing. There are streets in the town
since the ’60s that have not been
paved. Usually you are on a 20
year life cycle,” Ms. Adubato said.
“There is $400,000 in that fund.
I would suggest using $300,000,
which would allow us to bond $4
million to roads and $2 million to
other projects.”

The tax impact would be $39
per average household per year,
she said. “I believe that is a
reasonable amount for an infra-
structure. If we don’t address it…
it will plague us more and more.”

proved an ordinance that al-
lows it to exceed the inflation or
cost of living allowance (COLA)
rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Lo-
cal Government Cap Law limits
the council to spending increases
of 2.5 percent or the state-de-
termined COLA, whichever is
lower. The state-determined
COLA for this year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also per-
mits towns to adopt an ordi-
nance allowing them to spend
as much as 3.5 percent more
than the previous year’s bud-
get. In Garwood’s case, that is
$202,606.71. Any money not
spent this year can be reserved in
a “cap bank” that can be used for
the following year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu to separate
the exceeding of the COLA portion
of the ordinance from the cap
bank provision. At Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu voted along with
the rest of the council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to
get any support,” Mr. Mathieu said
after the meeting. “I can’t do this
by myself.”

The council also approved an
ordinance establishing 16 com-
muter, or permit, parking
spaces at the Garwood ShopRite

and another five at the John F.
Kennedy Plaza near the inter-
section of Center Street and
North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per
quarter at JFK Plaza and $50
per quarter at ShopRite for
Garwood residents and $75 for
non-Garwood residents.

Also the issue of spraying her-
bicide along the Garwood Brook
was referred to the building and
grounds committee after Ms.
Todisco relayed the board of
health’s request that the coun-
cil revisit the matter.

The board of health wants the
spraying, Ms. Todisco said, so
vegetation is removed and traps
can be baited to catch rats. This
was contrary to the Streets,
Roads and Ecology Committee’s
recommendation that the bor-
ough not spray this year and
adhere to a plan that called for
spraying once every two years.
The brook was treated last year,
Councilman and Streets Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt
noted.

The council appeared to dis-
miss the suggestion of hiring a
construction or project man-
ager for the $3.2-million Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) after
hearing the cost. After much
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