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Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Faces Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge
from first-time candidate Sal
Piarulli in the Republican Primary
in June as she bids for a second
four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing execu-
tive who filed his candidacy pa-
pers on Monday, has never run
for political office, having moved
into Garwood seven years ago
from East Rutherford. He also
has lived in Caldwell and West
Orange.

Although he has the support of
Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu, Mr. Piarulli said he is

not affiliated himself with the
outspoken conservative, who has
had several terse exchanges with
both Mayor Quattrocchi and fel-
low Republican Councilman Mike
Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology,
it’s leadership. I think we need
somebody to grab hold of every-
body and get things done. Enough
of the bickering. I have four kids.
That’s kind of what the council
meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John, is the borough’s Re-
publican Committee chairman,
said she was aware of Mr. Piarulli’s
candidacy, but has not met him.

As of Tuesday, she had not filed
her candidacy papers but planned
to by the Monday, March 31,
deadline for the June 3 Primary.
The mayor touted the Athletic
Field Complex as one of her ma-
jor achievements, declaring vic-
tory for getting it started after 10
years of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to
the residents,” she said. “I’m a
full-time mayor. I’m retired, so I
meet with seniors. I’m willing to
talk to people, call them back. I
think that’s important.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Demo-
crats, also will be up for election,
with their three-year terms expir-
ing. Both said Tuesday that they
will be running.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo
would not say who his party would
support for mayor, but that it
would have a candidate by
Monday’s filing deadline.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will
vie for the seats on the Republi-
can organizational line. When
approached at Tuesday’s council
meeting, both Ms. Kearney and
Mr. Dolan would only say they
have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said
he called 100 people personally
to recruit candidates for the
Democratic line to contest the
council seats held by Mr. Mathieu
and Steve Blaufeder, but could
not find anyone willing to run.
Mr. Mathieu ran without the en-
dorsement of the Garwood Re-
publican Committee and was re-
elected. Mr. Martin won and re-
placed Mr. Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,”
Mr. Lombardo said. “It’s not only
home (responsibilities). It’s eco-
nomical, and people tend not to
get involved.”

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more
in taxes for a home assessed at
$100,000 next year according
to the budget introduced at the
council meeting Tuesday night.

Finance Committee Chair-
woman Sara Todisco made the
announcement, saying that
some of the revisions were due
to cuts in the appropriations for
a redevelopment plan for the
largely abandoned Garwood
Paperboard plant on North Av-
enue ($5,000), implementation
of the affordable-housing plan
($4,500) and the amount paid
for employee pensions
($30,000).

However, new costs concerns

also were accounted for. Since
the borough already has spent
$17,000 for salt and another
$25,000 in overtime this winter
for snow removal, the commit-
tee boosted next year’s snow
costs by $20,000. New assess-
ments from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority added
about $4,000. With all the
changes, the committee was
able to cut about $10,000 from
the original budget of $7.6-mil-
lion.

It lowers the original estimated
tax levy to 1.03 percent from
the 1.21 percent announced at
a special budget meeting on
March 6.

Even with the lower numbers,
the council unanimously ap-
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HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
officers who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the Garwood
“Y” on March 12.CF Requests NJDEP Hearing

On Birchwood Ruling
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Birchwood Av-
enue developer Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA)
was granted a 30-day exten-
sion on the township’s appeal of
the court’s rul ing on the
Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, Township Attorney Diane
Dabulas said in response to resi-
dent Liz Sweeney’s inquiry dur-
ing the public comment portion
of the township committee’s
workshop meeting on Monday.

Cranford Township also filed
an appeal of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) ruling and
requested a hearing. “It is not
mandatory that the court, the
(NJDEP) commissioner give a
hearing,” Ms. Dabulas said.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to invite Gover-

nor Chris Christie to hold a town
hall meeting in Cranford.

“We are asking him to come
into Cranford and look at the
overall situation and see how
he can help,” Mr. Krause said.

“Personally, I would be more
than happy for him to come,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“I would like to second Dr.
Krause’s idea,” Ms. Sweeney
said.

Government funding of Blue
Acres projects may be had in
Cranford. “We have a meeting
on the 31st with the NJDEP to
talk about Blue Acres and other
flooding issues,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

Blue Acres is an acquisition
program administered by the
DEP’s Green Acres program that
allows for the acquisition of flood
prone properties from willing
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