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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No tricks, nothing super spe-
cial! Just business as usual for
this year’s Cranford High School
baseball team that is focusing on
blending into a well-oiled ma-
chine once again.

With a well-oiled machine last
year, the Cougars won their
eighth Union County Tourna-
ment championship with an 8-0
victory over Westfield. Next,
they won the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 crown with a 5-
1 win over South Plainfield then
they won their third Group 3
title in four years with a 4-2
victory over Burlington Town-
ship to finish 25-1 to earn the
No. 1 ranking in New Jersey.
The Cougars defeated Ocean

City, 15-3, in 2010 and Free-
hold, 4-1, in 2012.

Despite graduating super star
pitcher Ryan Williamson, who
finished 11-0 last year and will
play at the University of North
Carolina, and star catcher Chris
Folinusz (Rutgers), this year’s
Cougars have a stable of seven
pitchers and two fine candidates
to fill in behind the plate.

The pitchers include: seniors
Tom Trotter and Matt Ravetier,
juniors Eric Donohue, Pat Knight
and James Campbell, and
sophomores Tom Feeney and
Garrett Forrestal. Senior Sam
Scheer and junior Liam Duffy
will be the catchers.

Depending on the pitching ro-
tation, Duffy and Donohue will
also play first base. Juniors Al

Garguilo and Mike Niewinski will
play second base, and sopho-
more Joe Norton is expected to
play shortstop. Senior John
Oblachinski will occupy third
base. The outfield will consist of
Ravetier, Trotter, senior Jack
McCaffrey, junior Mike Gamba,
Knight and Forrestal.

“The team is working very hard
every day. We are hoping to
take the same approach of one
game at a time and getting bet-
ter as the season progresses,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

SRs TOMMY TROTTER STRONG ON BASES, B.A.; JOHN OBLACHINSKI ON DEFENSE AT THIRD

Cougar Baseballers’ Focus, Fundamentally Sound Ball

Last year, Trotter was the lead-
off hitter and he sizzled with a
.440 batting average [BA] (40-
for-91) with six doubles and 20
RBI. He led the team with 28
runs scored and 16 stolen bases.
Oblachinski was solid at third
base. McCaffrey and Scheer had
respective batting averages of
.300 and .381. Ravetier, in 43
innings, fanned 19, walked five
and finished with a 4-1 record
and a 2.77 ERA. Garguilo broke
into the lineup and finished with
a .357 BA

However, the Cougars never
pick team captains and accord-
ing to Coach McCaffrey, “never
will have team captains.”

Throughout the years, the Cou-
gars under Coach McCaffrey
were solid in every aspect of the
game and were notoriously
crafty on the bases.

“Every guy in the lineup, one
through nine, is expected to hit,
run and steal. They all must be
able to play fundamentally sound
baseball,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ season opener
will be at Elizabeth on Tuesday,
April 1, at 4 p.m. They then will
be in Linden on Friday, April 4, at
4 p.m. On Tuesday, April 8, at 4
p.m., the Cougars will travel to
Westfield to play the Blue Dev-
ils, the only team to beat them
last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAY AT SECOND…The Cougars hosted Marlboro in a scrimmage game last week in prep for the regular season.
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