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Gallery U Holds Exhibit For
Contemporary Art Group

WESTFIELD —  Gallery U in
Westfield will hold a special exhibi-
tion of artwork by members of the
Contemporary Art Group. An open-
ing reception will be held on Thurs-
day, April 3, from 6-8 p.m.

Artwork will be exhibited through
Monday, April 28. Participating art-
ists include Francesca Azzara,
Millicent Brody, J. Cabanos, Vir-
ginia Carroll, Paul Federico,
Maryann Ficker, Maxine King,
Donald Kuhn, Linda Lam, Eduardo
Lara, Thomas Perri, Renee Post,
Linnea Rhodes, Bob Sharen, Dor-
othy Siclare, Cecily Sullivan, Bar-
bara Uhr, Rosalia Verdun, Kerrie
Ann Wandlass and Gail Winbury.

Contemporary Art Group (CAG)
begun as a special interest group
within the Westfield Art Associa-
tion, the Contemporary Art Group
re-defined “contemporary” to mean
“alive and currently producing art.”
The CAG is a collegial organization
of working artists who meet on a
regular basis to advance their art
interests. They are a supportive group
where there is mutual respect among
members, where members share
ideas, provide information about
exhibit opportunities, and describe
their own artistic development.

Gallery U Boutique is an exten-
sion of Universal Institute, a reha-
bilitation facility that services adults
with traumatic brain injuries (TBI).
The venue serves as a vocational
training program whose goal is to
introduce people with TBI back into
the work force and community.

Wildlife Photography Contest
Open to Youth and Adults

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Recreation have announced the 2014
Wildlife Photography Contest at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. Amateur photog-
raphers, ages 6 through adult, are
invited to enter their original photo-
graphs of wild animals in their natu-
ral habitat.

Individuals may enter a maximum
of two photographs, but only images
of wildlife species native to the United
States are eligible for submission.
Images of exotic wildlife, pets or
domestic animals will not be consid-
ered. Entries must be un-matted, un-
framed, five-inch by seven-inch,
black-and-white or color prints. En-
tries must be received or postmarked
no later than Friday, April 11.

“Wild animals are challenging
photographic subjects and the Wild-
life Photography Contest is a great
opportunity for people of all ages to
put their skills to the test and attempt
to capture animals in their natural
habitat,” said Freeholder Chairman
Christopher Hudak.

Photographs entered into the Wild-
life Photography Contest will be
judged by local, professional pho-
tographers. Prizes will be awarded

in each of three age groups: 6 to 11
years, 12 to 17, and 18 and older,
based on originality, composition,
technical excellence and artistic
merit.

Winners will be announced on
Sunday, April 27, during Trailside’s
Wild Earth Fest. All photographs
will be displayed at Trailside’s Visi-
tor Center through May 23.

The winners of last year’s Wild-
life Photography Contest included
Warren Lynaugh of Kenilworth in
the 6- to 11-year-old category for
his photo of a northern flicker; Jes-
sica Lieder of Union in the 12- to 17-
year-old category for her Cooper’s
hawk photo; and Barbara
Frankenfield of Hillsborough in the
18-and-older category for her photo
of a red fox kit.

To obtain a brochure with the com-
plete rules and an entry form for the
Wildlife Photography Contest, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Clients at Universal Institute take
part in all aspects of running Gallery
U Boutique. Vocational, occupa-
tional and cognitive therapies are
conducted in the back workrooms.
Working at Gallery U Boutique pro-
vides an opportunity for adults with
TBI to rejoin the workforce, engage
with the community, learn new skills,
and experience the transformative
power of art through exposure to ex-
isting art and creation of their own
artwork.

Additional information about Con-
temporary Art Group may be found at
www.contemporaryartgroup.org. Ad-
ditional information about Gallery U
Boutique may be found at gallery-
u.blogspot.com.

By Maxine King

CONTEMPORARY ART...Gallery U in Westfield will hold a special exhibition
of artwork by members of the Contemporary Art Group. An opening reception
will be held on Thursday, April 3, from 6-8 p.m. Artwork by J. Cabanos, above,
will be on display.

CONTACT We Care Lauds
Veteran and New Volunteers
WESTFIELD — Suicide preven-

tion and crisis intervention hotline
CONTACT We Care recently wel-
comed in its newest class of volun-
teer listeners and texters while also
honoring veteran volunteers who have
made exceptional contributions to the
organization and its callers.

CONTACT We Care each month
responds to more than 1,400 calls and
texts from people in crisis and relies
on more than 200 trained volunteers
to provide an empathetic ear to help
them see they have options, according
to Joanne Oppelt, executive director.

“Our volunteers are our lifeblood,”
she said. “They give so much of them-
selves to help people in crisis. Re-
search shows a decrease in feelings
of emotional distress and suicide both
during and following calls to crisis
hotlines, and our volunteers provide
our callers with truly heartfelt sup-
port. They save lives.”

According to Ms. Oppelt, the work
and commitment of CONTACT’s vol-
unteers also has enabled the hotline to
increase the number of calls and texts
it handled by 32 percent in 2013,
extend its texting marketing campaign
into 45 schools and four non-profits
serving youth, open a new listening
hub in Morristown and add Mental
Health First Aid to its training arsenal.

The annual dinner, held this year
on March 6 at The Westwood in
Garwood, is a way CONTACT’s staff
and board thank their volunteers and
welcome new ones, Ms. Oppelt said.
During last month’s event, the hotline
welcomed 23 new volunteers who in
the past year completed 60 hours of
training and mentorship under a vet-
eran volunteer and now take calls on
their own.

CONTACT also recognized vol-
unteer Bob John of Westfield with
the Ellen Anthony Award, given to a

volunteer who embodies enthusiasm
and dedication and participates in a
wide variety of agency activities. He
has been a volunteer with CONTACT
since 2007.

“I have always appreciated people
in my life who have been there for me
when I have gone through some rough
patches,” Mr. John said. “I recognized
how important it is to have someone to
speak to and I realized there are people
who don’t have someone like I did. I
wanted to help those people so they
have someplace to turn.”

CONTACT additionally honored
Laurie Feinberg of Westfield with the
Caring and Sharing Award, presented
to a volunteer who has gone over and
beyond expectations. She has been a
volunteer with CONTACT since 2009.

“I am not here to change the world,”
Ms. Feinberg said. “I am changing
the world because I am here listening
to one caller at a time.”

Anyone interested in becoming a
volunteer listener or texter at CON-
TACT We Care should contact Sue
Fasano, director of programs at the
hotline, at (908) 301-1899 or
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

People who might think about vol-
unteering to be a listener but are
unsure of their ability to handle such
a responsibility should not be con-
cerned, according to Ms. Fasano.
Volunteers attend 60 hours of train-
ing and then are teamed with an ex-
perienced listener before taking calls
solo, she said.

CONTACT We Care serves Cen-
tral and Northern New Jersey and is
a primary responder to calls to the
national suicide prevention line (1-
800-273-TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE)
that originate in New Jersey. Callers
also reach CONTACT by dialing
(908) 232-2880 or texting “CWC”
to 839863.

Liberty Hall Museum to
Reopen with Travel Exhibit

Courtesy of Liberty Hall Museum
BUNNY HOP… Liberty Hall’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on
Saturday, April 19.

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum
will debut its new ongoing exhibit,
“Bon Voyage! 200 Years of Luxury
Travel,” when public tours resume
Tuesday, April 1. The exhibit, which
incorporates personal diaries and let-
ters from the museum’s extensive
collection of Livingston and Kean
family documents, runs through
Thursday, November 20.

“We are excited to once again open
the museum to the public with a brand
new exhibit, Bon Voyage! 200 Years
of Luxury Travel,” said Bill Schroh,
Jr., Director of Museum Operations.
“This exhibit tells the stories of five
different trips the Livingston and
Kean families took between 1780
and 1950. Visitors will be amazed at
the objects brought back from around
the country and the world.”

Also returning in April is Liberty
Hall’s signature Afternoon Tea se-
ries, offered the second and fourth
Wednesday of every month (April 9
and 23) from 2 – 4 p.m.

In the grand tradition of Mary Alice
Kean, the last resident of Liberty
Hall, the museum invites guests to
enjoy an exquisite traditional tea ser-
vice featuring a selection of scones,
assorted pastries, traditional finger
sandwiches, and the freshest of fruit.
Tea concludes with an intimate guided
tour of the museum’s new ongoing

exhibit, Bon Voyage! 200 Years of
Luxury Travel. Admission is $40,
and reservations are required by call-
ing (908) 527-0400 or emailing
libertyhall@kean.edu.

Younger fans of the museum may
enjoy “The Girls of Liberty Hall: An
Afternoon Tea in Paris” (Saturday,
April 5, 1 – 3 p.m.), a children’s tea
modeled after Liberty Hall’s After-
noon Tea for adults. Guests attending
will be treated to an afternoon of
croissants, finger sandwiches, petit
fours, lemonade and iced tea on real
china while watching a fashion show
of reproduction children’s clothing
evoking the runways of Paris. Rec-
ommended for children ages 6 – 12,

The Girls of Liberty Hall will also
feature a dress up and play tent. The
cost is $28 for children and $25 for
adults, with reservations required by
Saturday, March 29.

Liberty Hall’s ever-popular Annual
Easter Egg Hunt takes place Satur-
day, April 19. The museum antici-
pates a robust turnout, and will again
offer two sessions: 10 – 11:30 a.m.
and Noon – 1:30 p.m.

“The Easter Bunny is looking for-
ward to once again seeing all of the
kids enjoying the grounds and gar-
dens of Liberty Hall during our An-
nual Easter Egg Hunt,” said Schroh,
who encouraged families interested
in participating to reserve before April
12 to ensure availability. Each $10
ticket admits one child and one adult;
all additional adults are $5.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean Uni-
versity chronicles more than 240
years of American history. The mu-
seum also houses extensive collec-
tions of furniture, ceramics, textiles,
toys and tools owned by seven gen-
erations of the Livingston and Kean
families. The Firehouse Museum,
built in 2004, houses three antique
fire engines, including a rare 1911
American LaFrance Metropolitan
Steam Engine. Liberty Hall Museum,
located at 1003 Morris Avenue in
Union, resumes public tours on Tues-
day, April 1.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call (908) 527-0400, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

BAR METHOD…The Bar Method has arrived in downtown Westfield. This very
popular, one-hour barre based workout is located at 105 Elm Street, on the
second floor. The Bar Method is a full body workout that focuses on muscle
isolation to quickly shape and tone the body. The studio offers on-site childcare
for morning classes. There is also a locker room with shower, towels and toiletries.
The studio is open seven days a week and offers early morning as well as nighttime
classes. Go to westfield.barmethod.com for the class schedule and to sign up for
classes. Single classes can be purchased as well as packages.

WHAT???…Students at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School took the stage
in the recent Kapers musical production of “?,” a story that explored the
importance of asking questions and learning through the process of discovery,
reflecting this year’s school theme of “McKinley School...Where We Grow Our
Hearts and Our Minds.” The cast included 140 third, fourth and fifth-graders,
as well as 40 adults comprised of McKinley parents, teachers and Principal Marc
Biunno. The show was written, directed, and choreographed by McKinley
parents Jackie Weiner and Jenny Tananbaum. Pictured, fourth-grade boys
perform the musical number “Who Are You?” Pictured, left to right, are: Max
Owens, Jackson Shurman, Ethan Weinberg, Fabrizio Bardi, Nate Oberstein,
Sam Wexler and Ronan Fowler.

WESTFIELD – Tamaques Elemen-
tary School held its 4th Annual Read-
ing Marathon last week, with stu-
dents reading over 150,000 minutes
in eight days and raising almost
$9,000 for their school library and
local charities, more than doubling
initial fundraising goals.

Organized by Tamaques volunteers
Barbara Wellnitz and Marcy Lechner,
the Reading Marathon is based upon
students logging reading hours for eight
days and collecting pledges for reading
time. Students are driven to read through
class contests and rewards for most

minutes read. An evening PJ Story
Time in which Tamaques staff reads to
students (all clad in pajamas) and a
school-wide assembly featuring a ma-
gician/ventriloquist and a Tamaques-
themed Mad Lib read by Principal
Mike Cullen are highlights of the Read-
ing Marathon. Winning readers and
fundraisers were awarded an additional
special assembly.

Imagine, The Birthday Box, and
the Plainfield YMCA (for emergency
housing and aftercare programs) were
the local organizations that received
a portion of the funds raised.

READING MARATHON…Tamaques Elementary School held its 4th Annual
Reading Marathon last week, with students reading over 150,000 minutes in eight
days and raising almost $9,000 for their school library and local charities. A special
assembly with magician John Carlson reinforced the “Reading is Magical” theme.

Tamaques Reading Marathon Huge Success

Author Nancy Plain to Be
Hadassah Guest Speaker

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold a gen-
eral meeting on Monday, April 7, at
noon at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The guest speaker will be Nancy Plain
Goldfeder, the daughter of author Belva
Plain, who herself is an award-winning
author who writes under her maiden
name, Nancy Plain. She writes histories
and biographies for young people.

Ms. Plain has written on topics
ranging from medieval England to
French Impressionism, but most of
her books are set in the American
West. They include biographies of
the artists Frederic Remington and
Charles Russell and the Indian leader,
Chief Joseph. Her latest book, “Light

on the Prairie,” is about the photog-
rapher Solomon Butcher, who pho-
tographed the pioneers on the Great
Plains. It is published by the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press and has won
four awards. Ms. Plain has finished
her 11th book, which is about the
bird artist John James Audubon. It
will be published in 2015 by the
University of Nebraska Press.

Ms. Plain will talk about the influ-
ence on her career of her famous
mother and how she goes about writ-
ing her own bestsellers. The public
is welcome to attend. Attendees are
asked to bring their own lunch; cof-
fee, tea and dessert will be served.
For additional information, call Roni
Epstein at (908) 654-5508.

CONGRATULATIONS…Winners and participating students in the 2014 Union
County PTA Reflections Art Program were recently recognized. Pictured, left to
right, are: Media Specialist and Program Liaison Robin Stayvas, TV-Arts Teacher
Ray Moskal,; Katherine DePaola; Katherine Keiser; Thomas Bara; PTA President
Gina Giacona, Erin Mecca, Paige Crandall; Alaina Frank and Teacher and Program
Liaison Elena Podgorny. Not pictured are Jared Figueroa and Tayonna Lee.

SPFHS Students Recognized for Art Program
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -

On March 12, the Scotch Plains Fan-
wood High School (SPFHS) students
who participated in the National PTA
Reflections Art Program were recog-
nized by the high school. The Reflec-
tions Art Program is designed to en-
hance the quality of in-school arts
education by providing an additional
opportunity for students in K-12 to
express themselves and receive posi-
tive recognition for their artistic ef-

forts by challenging them to create
art inspired by an annual “theme.”

This year’s theme was “Dream,
Believe, Inspire.” There are six art
form categories including Dance/
Choreography, Writing/Literature,
Photography, Video/Film Production,
Music Composition and Visual Art.
For the 2013-14 program year, SPFHS
had nine submissions, five of which
moved up from the county level to
the state level for judging.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education on March 18 adopted
the Tentative 2014-2015 School Bud-
get for submission to the County De-
partment of Education.

The communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are invited to learn
about the 2014-2015 proposed school
budget. There will be two informa-
tion sessions on the budget. The first
session will take place on Wednes-
day, March 26, at 9 a.m. at the PTA
Council meeting. This information
session is open to the public and will
be held at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education Office lo-
cated on Evergreen Avenue and Ce-
dar Street.

The second presentation will also
be held at the Scotch Plains Fanwood

Board of Education Office on Mon-
day, April 7, at 7:30 p.m.

There will not be a public vote on
the school budget pursuant to Public
Law 2011.

Join School Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Hayes and members of the
Board of Education to hear the pro-
posals that will highlight the district’s
operating budget, including enroll-
ment and staffing needs, educational
initiatives supported by the budget,
facilities projects and the tax impact
of the 2014-2015 school budget. A
copy of the budget presentation is
available at www.spfk12.org.

The Board of Education will meet
on Thursday, April 24, at 8 p.m. for
the final Public Hearing on the 2014-
2015 proposed school budget and
budget adoption.

Public Invited to Learn About
SP-F Proposed School Budget

1st N.J. Regiment
Plans Reenactment

ELIZABETH — Members of the
public are invited to join Colonel
Matthias Ogden’s 1st New Jersey
Regiment, a living history reenact-
ment organization, as they encamp
and train on the grounds of the First
Presbyterian Church, located at 42
Broad Street in Elizabeth.

The program will take place this
Saturday, March 29. Encampment
will open to the public at 11 a.m. and
close at 4 p.m. Visitors will learn
about 18th-century life through dem-
onstrations and discussions; honor
Colonel Ogden at a memorial service
at his final resting place, and see the
newly restored 1599 Bible belonging
to John Ogden.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Probitas Verus Honos


