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RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are Raider team captains Julie Haggan, Megan Welch and Andrea
McNeeley.

HAGGAN, McNEELEY, WELCH SELECTED SPF CAPTAINS

Raider Lady Laxers Use Mix
Of Seniors with Sophomores

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight returning seniors are expected
to be working with a number of sopho-
mores this season for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
lacrosse team that is in its fourth year
as a varsity program.

“It’s a process. We are heading in
the right direction. We have some good
athletes, but I lost a lot to graduation in
terms of my midfield. But I do have
eight seniors returning. Four will start,
and they all get into the rotation. I have
a lot of sophomores, who will get
significant time. We could be young at
times and not young at times,” Raider
Head Coach Rob Rafferty said.

Team captains are Julie Haggan,
Andrea McNeeley and Megan Welch.
Haggan and McNeeley, both attack-
ers, have been and are expected to be
the Raiders’ most productive scorers.
Sophomore Giola Frias will also start
at the attack position.

Last year Haggan worked the draws
and scooped 29 ground balls, while
scoring 23 goals and adding an assist.
McNeely (Second Team All-Freedom

South) scored 34 goals and had six
assists in addition to 42 ground balls.

“They are pretty efficient. Pre-posi-
tion wise Julie Haggan is great and
scores a majority of goals there. An-
drea has a knack to find the goal. She
has a great shot. She is nice and hard
high and low. She usually puts the ball
in the net when she gets the chance to
put it on cage,” Coach Rafferty noted.

Welch will be the last line of de-
fense at goalkeeper. Last year, she
was put to the test often and came up
with 153 saves

“Megan has started every game
since her freshman year. I think she
started a few games as a freshman.
After that, she started every game,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Seniors Isabella Krempa and Erin
Weber will start in the midfield, along
with junior Emma Klein. Others in
the midfield are sophomores Haley
Monahan and Michele Manosa.

“Erin Weber! Good speed, good
athleticism. She finds a way to get to
the cage. Good shot, very good de-
fender in terms of re-defending in the
midfield. Isabella Krempa, our ‘D’

wing, is very good defensively, how-
ever she’s more in the offensive end
as well this year. Great stick skills,
she brings a lot to the table. Emma
Klein does move up front a little bit,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Senior Paige Morrison and sopho-
mores Megan Kieltyka and Becky
Mehorter will head up the defense.

According to Coach Rafferty, the
mix of seniors rotating with sopho-
mores has its benefits.

“It’s good to get some time now for
them, because we are looking to the
future of the program,” he said.

Last year, more close games turned
in favor of opposing teams than in
favor of the Raiders, who finished 7-
12, but they appear to be heading in
the right direction.

“Our scrimmages are going pretty
well. We are trying different things,
but myself and my coaching staff are
looking for a good season,” Coach
Rafferty said.

The Raiders opened their season at
home (Tyson Field) against the New
Providence Pioneers on March 26 at
4:00 p.m.

SRs TROTTER STRONG ON BASES, OBLACHINSKI ON ‘D’

Cougar Baseballers’ Focus Is
Fundamentally Sound Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No tricks, nothing super special!
Just business as usual for this year’s
Cranford High School baseball team
that is focusing on blending into a
well-oiled machine once again.

With a well-oiled machine last
year, the Cougars won their eighth
Union County Tournament champi-
onship with an 8-0 victory over
Westfield. Next, they won the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 crown
with a 5-1 win over South Plainfield
then they won their third Group 3
title in four years with a 4-2 victory
over Burlington Township to finish
25-1 to earn the No. 1 ranking in
New Jersey. The Cougars defeated
Ocean City, 15-3, in 2010 and Free-
hold, 4-1, in 2012.

Despite graduating super star
pitcher Ryan Williamson, who fin-
ished 11-0 last year and will play at
the University of North Carolina, and
star catcher Chris Folinusz (Rutgers),
this year’s Cougars have a stable of
seven pitchers and two fine candi-
dates to fill in behind the plate.

The pitchers include: seniors Tom
Trotter and Matt Ravetier, juniors Eric
Donohue, Pat Knight and James
Campbell, and sophomores Tom
Feeney and Garrett Forrestal. Senior
Sam Scheer and junior Liam Duffy
will be the catchers.

Depending on the pitching rota-
tion, Duffy and Donohue will also
play first base. Juniors Al Garguilo
and Mike Niewinski will play second
base, and sophomore Joe Norton is
expected to play shortstop. Senior
John Oblachinski will occupy third
base. The outfield will consist of
Ravetier, Trotter, senior Jack
McCaffrey, junior Mike Gamba,
Knight and Forrestal.

“The team is working very hard
every day. We are hoping to take the
same approach of one game at a time
and getting better as the season
progresses,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Last year, Trotter was the leadoff
hitter and he sizzled with a .440 bat-
ting average [BA] (40-for-91) with
six doubles and 20 RBI. He led the
team with 28 runs scored and 16

stolen bases. Oblachinski was solid
at third base. McCaffrey and Scheer
had respective batting averages of
.300 and .381. Ravetier, in 43 in-
nings, fanned 19, walked five and
finished with a 4-1 record and a 2.77
ERA. Garguilo broke into the lineup
and finished with a .357 BA

However, the Cougars never pick
team captains and according to Coach
McCaffrey, “never will have team
captains.”

Throughout the years, the Cougars
under Coach McCaffrey were solid
in every aspect of the game and were
notoriously crafty on the bases.

“Every guy in the lineup, one
through nine, is expected to hit, run
and steal. They all must be able to
play fundamentally sound baseball,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ season opener will
be at Elizabeth on Tuesday, April 1, at
4 p.m. They then will be in Linden on
Friday, April 4, at 4 p.m. On Tuesday,
April 8, at 4 p.m., the Cougars will
travel to Westfield to play the Blue
Devils, the only team to beat them
last year.
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PLAY AT SECOND...The Cougar infielder waits for the catcher’s throw as the Marlboro base runner records a stolen base
during a scrimmage game in Cranford last week. The Cougars’ opener will be in Elizabeth on April 1.


