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Raiders Learned to Play as Unit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Can Go the Distance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Boys Seek Glory in Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

multi-sport athletes from football,
wrestling and basketball.

“The one thing we have here is I am
the head track coach and also the
assistant football coach. The head
football coach is and assistant track

coach. Another football coach is a
track coach. The head basketball
coach is a track coach. The wrestling
coach is a track coach. The cross-
country is a track coach, so we have
over 100 kids and that is because we
have the other coaches involved. The
kids get to work together from season
to season to season, and that’s what
really helps us,” Coach McGriff said.

The workhorses in the sprints and
relays will be juniors Merlin Edmond,
Cameron Smith, Kobe White and
Emendo Thomas. The distance events
will be headed up by Alex Livornois
and Joe Dzuback.

The jumping events: triple jump,
long jump, high jump, could feature
senior Quaryee Bull, junior Quincy
Sanchez and sophomore Marquel
Taylor. Sanchez, junior Andrew
Ciccarino and sophomore Aaron
McGriff are expected to compete in
the hurdles.

Ciccarino, junior Chris Zoufaly and
senior Mike Carlos will compete in
the pole vault. Sophomore Rashan
Gary, last year’s Union County champ
in the shot put, and senior Mike
Dwunfour will compete in the shot
put and discus, and senior Dan
VanBrunt and junior Alex Mirabella
are expected to toss the javelin.

“I’m happy! I think we can do
some things. I’m getting these boys
pumped up. At one time, we were
always the best team in Union County,
and I think that’s what their goal is to
be again,” Coach McGriff said.

The Raider Boys will open their
season with Elizabeth on Wednes-
day, April 2, at 4:00 p.m. in Scotch
Plains.
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CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Stunning 4 BR CHC showcases a traditional flr plan combined with elegant
& sophisticated style. Gourmet, state of the art custom kitchen features professional grade
appliances, granite countertops, wet bar & glass tiled backsplash. Renovated baths with high
end fixtures, frameless glass showers with body sprays, teak seating & towel warmers are ideally
designed for relaxation. Additional highlights include exquisite custom millwork, distributed
six zone audio system with built-in speakers and enhanced alarm system. Fully fin bsmt, custom
fin gar, professionally landscaped & private backyard with tiered paver patio. $999,999.

Richard
Buontempo

CUSTOM COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Custom built 10 Rooms, 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial.
Private road which will turn over to Town Of Westfield. Hardiwood
plank exterior, custom crown molding exterior, stone front, custom
kitchen with butler area in kitchen, gas fireplace in Family Room, Master
Bedroom features Tray ceilings, soaking tub with stall shower, Large
Boudoir walking closet in master bedroom, double sink in master bath.
2 car attached garage, walk-up attic, unfinished basement. $1,395,000.

Carol
DiGraci

CAPE COD

CRANFORD. This 3 Bedroom 2 Full Bath Expanded Cape Cod has
many possibilities.  It features a First Floor Bedroom & Full Bath, Large
Eat in Kitchen, Mud Room, Family Room, Dining Room &Living
Room with Hard Wood Floors under the carpets.  The 2nd floor has
2 Bedrooms, Full Bath and Den Area.  The basement is finished with
high ceilings. There is a 2 car detached garage and 4 car driveway.  The
Large 82’ X 153’  lot leaves plenty of room for expansion. $369,000.

Associate of the Month

Nancy
Kronheimer

Tatyana Averbukh
Top Sales and Dollar Volume for Month of February

Susan
Devaney

GEORGIAN COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Magnificent 4 bedroom, 6.5 bath Georgian Colonial in
Indian Forest section of Westfield. Exquisite appointments, grandly
scaled rooms, one-of-a-kind details; 4-ensuite bedrooms, Leonardis EIK,
granite, SS, prof appliances. Natural pond-style pool, spa and stone patio
enclosed by Plantation fencing, beautifully landscaped. Perfect home for
indoor/outdoor entertaining. Located near top-rated Westfield schools,
downtown shopping, dining & transportation to NYC. $2,250,000.

Elizabeth
“Liz”

Salvati

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Lovely and well maintained 3 bedroom 2
bathroom Colonial. Amenities include freshly finished hardwood
floors, formal dining room, formal living room with wood burning
fireplace, large family room with exposed wood beams, central air
conditioning, walk in cedar closet and attached garage. Landscaped
backyard offers paver patio, BBQ and large deck for seasonal
entertaining. $490,000.

KARDIAS, RANDAZZO WF CAPTAINS

WF Lady Laxers Look
To Senior Leadership

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multi-sport athletes and senior lead-
ership may help this year’s Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team to be
very competitive against a schedule
that consists of a number of very
competitive teams.

The six athletic seniors consist of
captains Alexis Kardias and Mary
Randazzo, along with Una
Heinzerling, Belle Hutchins, Anna
Tanji and Becca Kraus, who is in-
jured but will be leading from the
sidelines.

“The biggest thing this year is my
senior class. I have six athletes, who
are all collegiate bound. They are
great leaders. They work together well
and they are leading a team that is a
young team. Emphasizing the ‘team’
play is my philosophy. You just don’t
win on talent alone. You have to play
as a team. We are in a great place
starting our season going into to our
game on Wednesday. I am very, very
comfortable with what they are com-
manding in our attack and our de-
fense,” Blue Devil Head Coach Sam
Warner said.

Kardias and Hutchins will head up
the attack force, along with junior
Sam Paoletti. Randazzo, Tanji and
junior Lauren D’Amico are the
midfield leaders, which will also have
several sophomores rotating in and
out. Several sophomores will also
back up the defenders.

“We have a lot of depth this year in
the midfield and the defense, so we
will be able to rotate a number of kids
in and out of the field in order to keep
our legs fresh. Instead of having just
four starting low defenders, I have
six, who can go in and out. It’s the
same with the midfield. Instead of
three, I have six kids I can rotate,”
Coach Warner said.

Heinzerling is the leader on de-
fense. Junior Alyssa Cox will also
start on defense.

“Her communication in that de-
fense is the best on our team. She’s
talking, she’s constantly getting
people moving,” Coach Warner said
of Heinzerling.

Junior veteran Mallory Weiss will
occupy the last line of defense as
goalkeeper.

“Mallory is very intense and fo-
cused. She brings a lot to this team.
She is constantly in the cage trying to
plan the defense, which is good, be-

cause that filters over to the commu-
nication on the field. She is one of the
quickest keepers off the line,” Coach
Warner said.

Quickness exists throughout the
team, especially since most of the
girls are multi-sport athletes.

“Most of my team is either dual or
tri-athletes. I think that carries on
because there’s so many aspects of
our game that you find in other sports,
whether it be soccer, field hockey or
basketball. That I think adds as com-
ponents of what we are able to do on
the field. We move the ball very fast.
We are a motion offense. There is
very little stagnant play. We run a
high pressure man-to-man. The kids
being well versed in multiple sports,
I think that rings in to what we can
do,” Coach Warner said.

The Lady Blue Devils entertained
the Oak Knoll Royals on March 26 at
Kehler Stadium then they will host
Immaculate Heart Academy tomor-
row, Friday, March 28, at 4:30 p.m.

the distance events as well. As al-
ways, the distance crew provides us
with the most depth. I wouldn’t be
surprised to see some of our younger
guys emerge this spring in a big way,”
Coach Tafelski said.

Last year, Savorgiannakis proved to
be versatile with good showings in
jumping events as well as sprints. At the
county meet, he placed fifth in the triple
jump then placed fifth at the sectional
meet with a distance of 41’4.5". Pinney
will head the hurdles and Schiano will
lead the throwing corps.

Along with Savorgiannakis, sopho-
more Sid Douglas and junior Josh
Capistrano will compete in the sprints.
Douglas and Savorgiannakis are pres-
ently the leaders for the long jumps
and triple jump. Sophomores Mitchell
Bryk and Nick Greenspan are the
strongest returning high jumpers. Se-
niors Jackson Dumont and Mike
Cardoso, and junior Joe Valles will
join Schiano in the field events.

“The nucleus of our team has al-
ways been our distance crew, but we
have a young crop of sprinters and
jumpers to go with our veterans. I
think we’ll see a number of young kids
emerge this spring to be key players
down the line,” Coach Tafelski said.

Seniors Nick Carannopoulos and
Peter Foltz will lead the pole vault
crew and senior Chase Skibitsky will
back them up.

“Our pole vault is consistently one
of our strongest field events,” Coach
Tafelski said.

As to the relays, Coach Tafelski
said, “We’ve got a number of new-
comers to the team this year who will
help us fill out our relays”.

The Blue Devil will compete in a tri-
meet with Cranford and Plainfield in
Cranford on Tuesday, April 1. The Blue
Devil Invitational featuring several of
the best teams in New Jersey will be on
Saturday, April 12, beginning at 9:00
a.m. at Gary Kehler Stadium.

in the 1,600 and 3,200 at the Group 4
Championship.

“Our distance runners had a phe-
nomenal cross-country season, which
helped set the tone in our winter sea-
son. We had our best winter season
since 2004 with regard to our team
performance, set several individual
school records and qualified for
Easterns and Meet of Champions
[MOC] for the first time in many
years. That spirit and enthusiasm has
carried right into our spring season,”
Coach Buccino said.

Stravach, Erica Fischer, Amanda
Fischer, Chrissy Mosco and Lizzie
Ponce have been selected team cap-
tains. Stravach recorded the WHS
record time of 5:09 in the 1,600 at the
MOC and will be the lead in the
distance events. Erica Fischer, who
recorded times of 5:22 in the 1,600
and 11:39 in the 3,200 at the Group 4
meet, will run right with Stravach in
the distance events.

Included in the Blue Devils’ “Wave
of Blue” distance runners are: juniors
Natalie Marcotullio, Kelly Morrison,
Meghan O’Dwyer, Charley O’Brien
and Caroline Stocking. And accord-
ing to Coach Buccino, “we are show-
ing a lot of potential in practices with
Rachel Hayden, sophomore Noelle
Blackford and freshman Cindy Qiang.”

Mosco will be one of the lead
throwers in the javelin. Last year at
the Union County meet, she had toss

of 107-2 in the event. Senior Emily
Mastrocola will also compete in the
javelin. Juniors Kim Burns and Elise
Ballan, along with Erin Mackenzie
and Olivia LeWarn will compete in
the shot put.

The Blue Devils also have a strong
sprinting crew with Amanda Fischer
and seniors Sophia Goldschmidt and
Jenna Helfand, who set a WHS record
of 7.51 in the 55-meters during win-
ter track. Juniors Elena Chermak,
Elise Ballan (also hurdles) and
Megan Mondon and sophomores
Hannah Hawkins and Brooke
Schaeffer (also hurdles) will also be
among the sprinters.

Ponce will compete in the sprints
and jumping events. Hawkins and
junior Rita Murphy are the top re-
turnees in the high jump. Mondon
will also compete in the high jump.

The triple jump and the long jump
will be headed by junior Elena
Chermak, who holds the school record
in the long jump, and sophomore
Anna Browne.

The top returnees in the pole vault are
junior Mae Devin and senior Ida Chen.
Sophomore Izzy Salerno and freshmen
Betsy Penn and Miranda Whelan have
been showing potential in practices.

The Blue Devils will open their
season on Saturday, March 29, at
Piscataway then on Tuesday, April 1,
at Cranford they will compete in a tri-
meet with the Cougars and Plainfield.

Lady Blue Devils Intense in Track
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David B. Corbin (1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLAST FROM THE PAST...Part of the Raiders’ “Glory” of the 90s, pictured, left
to right, are: front row; James Canterbury and Adam Bowser; back row, Karl
Jennings and Blair Woodward.

19 rebounds in the game.
The final sparkle of brilliance came

in the preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament when the Raid-
ers demolished the Rams of Roselle,
72-32. Harper netted 27 points and
added seven steals. Sophomore Kara
Foley emerged with 18 points and 10
rebounds. After falling in the next
round, the Raiders finished the sea-
son with a 10-17 record.

Dwunfour, who finished with 137
points, led the team with 266 re-
bounds and 55 blocked shots. Foley
finished with 121 points and 83 re-
bounds.

Sophomore guard Amani Williams
certainly made things happen as she
led the team in scoring with 292
points, steals with 81 and assists with
69, while adding 90 rebounds. Sopho-
more forward Micaiah Battle netted
180 points, 117 rebounds and added
14 blocks. Coming on strong towards
the end of the season, sophomore
Caroline Babis finished with 61
points, 55 rebounds and 36 steals.
Sophomore Paige Heiden finished
with 36 points and eight rebounds.

“Katie Harper and Amani Williams
were two girls who wanted to drive to

the basket and make positive plays
happen. Madi Maisel and Paige
Heiden worked together to get each
other open from behind the arc for
threes [3-pointers]. Caroline Babis
and Micaiah Battle were a defense
threat with their fierce speed. Thabitha
Dwunfour and Kara Foley were a box
out duo that demanded the ball in the
paint,” Coach Mammolite pointed out.

Since Williams and Battle were
starters most of the season, along
with Dwunfour, and the remainder of
the sophomore girls experienced
plenty of time on the court, the out-
look for next year looks positive.

“Next season will be positive for
us. As the season went on, we im-
proved each game and they learned
more about one another as players
and worked towards their strengths.
Players worked with one another be-
fore practice, as well as after practice,
to help one another get better. With
that uplifting attitude, there are many
inspiring moments to come,” Coach
Mammolite said.

Probitas Verus Honos


