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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Late-blooming Baldwin
Leaves Her Mark at WHS

Caroline Baldwin has been able to
add a little perspective to the end of
her high school swimming career.
When you might be the best swim-
mer at the state’s best girls high school
program, that’s some interesting per-
spective.

“As much as our senior class wanted
to go out undefeated and get one
more state title, we can’t base our
four years on that one loss,” Baldwin
said, of the 89-81 loss to Hunterdon
Central in the state Public A sectional
finals. That one loss followed 64 con-
secutive victories, and a 64-1 record
with four county and three state cham-
pionships isn’t too shabby.

“We all came together as a team
that day, we had each other’s back
and many people put up best times.
That meet was crazy fast and hats off
to Hunterdon Central, because
they were phenomenal. I
learned a lot that day.
Everybody’s true colors came
through. Looking back in 20
years, I’m sure I’ll remember
that. But what will really out-
shine it will be the memories
and friendships I made, and
the three other state titles, or
county titles or MOC titles.”

There are a lot of titles when
you’re talking about Baldwin,
and her senior teammate Sa-
rah Cronin. They were like
Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid (Thelma and
Louise?) for Jeff Knight.

“I didn’t really know Sarah
personally coming into fresh-
man year, but I knew she was
an amazing swimmer,”
Baldwin said. “We’ve been
great friends ever since. I
looked up to her then, and I
still do today. She’s going off
to Brown and she’s going to
do amazing things there. I can’t wait
to see what she does. She taught me a
lot about swimming.”

Cronin’s older sister Jessica was a
co-captain of the 2012 WHS team
and at one time held the school record
in the 100 backstroke. Sarah was eas-
ily the more accomplished swimmer
when the duo arrived at WHS in the
fall of 2010. “I only started swim-
ming in seventh grade,” Baldwin said.
“I was an immature swimmer, who
loved racing but hated practicing.”

Near the end of her freshman year,
a light bulb went on inside her head,
and the setting was a familiar one –
the state Public A final, this time
against Vineland, a team that had
beaten WHS in the state finals five
times over the previous 15 years. “I

was on a (medley) relay with Kylie
Bangs, Meg Kaveney and Becky
DeLaFuente and I dove in behind
Vineland’s anchor and was able to
catch her and touch first,” Baldwin
said. “I remember looking up in the
stands and everybody was like ‘what
the heck just happened?’ ” It was a
200-watt light bulb being turned on.
A couple of weeks later Baldwin won
the 50 and 100 freestyles at Y states.
She was just getting started.

Sophomore year she got more seri-
ous about practice and the results
were significant. She won the county
50 free a week after upsetting Casey
Fazio by .02 of a second to lift WHS
to an 87-83 upset of Immaculate
Heart. She capped the high school
season by anchoring the winning 200
free relay at Meet of Champions,

with Cronin, Loren Ball and Ellie
Reinhardt – WHS’s first relay win at
MOCs since 1986. At Y states she
won the 50 free and 100 back titles. “I
sat down with my Y coach (Brian
Guidera) and Jeff and they said I
could really be something in the swim-
ming world if I would focus,” she
said. “So from that moment on I was
extremely focused.”

The girl who two years earlier was
pretty happy to just be a contributor
on a really good team had become
The Girl Who Would Be King by her
junior year. Although she was quiet
about her goals, she wanted to win
the MOC’s. She wanted to be some-
thing, so she simply trained harder
than she’d ever done.

“I set high goals for myself,” she

said. “There were also expectations
and I hate coming short of other’s
expectations. I remember asking Mr.
Knight at the end of this season if he
thought I could do it. His and my
teammate’s belief in me is something
that gets me the farthest, because
letting down your coach and team-
mates is not on the top of my list of
things I want to do.”

Baldwin was a double winner at
states junior year, taking the 50 free
and 100 backstroke. They were the
first individual state titles since 1978
and 1979, when Lora Masters and
Dana Zonnevylle won the 50 free, in
the second and third years of the
WHS girls program. At Y states
Baldwin again dominated, winning
the 100 and 200 back, and the 50 free
(she DQ’d in the 100).

This year there was a huge target
on her back, but she repeated at
MOC’s in the 50 free and 100 back,
and also led off the winning medley
relay, joined by Gwyn Devin, Erika
Daniel and Cronin. Their winning
time of 1:45.59 took 2½ seconds off
the school record, and established a
state record. At Y states, she won the
100 back, was second in the 50 free
and 200 back, fourth in the 100 free
and did times in the 200 individual
medley and 200 free that would’ve
placed her No. 4 and 5 on the WHS
Top 15 List. She will end the WY
portion of her career at Y Nationals,
April 1-4, in Greensboro, N.C.

Baldwin will graduate with six
school records (50 and 100 freestyle,
100 back and all three relays) and
Cronin with five (200 free, 200 IM
and all three relays).

“Being in the Westfield swimming
program completely changed my
life,” said Baldwin, a two-time New
Jersey Girls Swimmer of the Year
who will do her college swimming at
the University of North Carolina. “The
team and the alumni are the greatest
people I’ve ever known. The girls
aren’t just my friends, we’re all sis-
ters. It was a joy to go to practice
every day and put the WHS cap on.
The amount of support we get from
the alumni is crazy. I can’t wait to be
part of that in the years to come.

“Westfield swimming, both boys
and girls, has a tradition of excellence
and I’m honored that I was able to be
part of it. Kids at the high school call
us a ‘cult,’ but when you spend so
much time around people, it’s hard
not to become extremely close.”

Baldwin comes from an athletic
family of WHS graduates. Uncles
Rick (’75) and Kent (’79) were all-
state ends in football, Aunt Catherine
(’86) was a football cheerleader, and
her dad Jack (’82) captained the bas-
ketball team. Rick had four very ath-
letic daughters in Connecticut, while
Kent is the dad of some big-time
football players in South Carolina.

“I’m the first competitive swim-
mer in my family, on both sides,” said
Catherine, whose freshman brother
Charlie is a budding soccer/swim-
mer/lacrosse player at WHS. “No
one’s really sure where it (the swim-
ming gene) came from.”

WRESTLING UIPDATE
WHS senior Nick Velez, who fin-

ished fifth in New Jersey at 152 pounds,
represented the Garden State on March
18 in a New Jersey vs. New York all-
star meet. Velez lost 13-8 to two-time
N.Y. state champion Louie Hernandez,
who is ranked No. 6 nationally.

Christian Barber, a state champion
at WHS in 2011 and currently a
redshirt sophomore at North Caro-
lina, placed fourth at the Atlantic Coast
Conference Tournament and quali-
fied for the NCAA championships
this past weekend. Barber was rated
among the top 24 in the country at
149 pounds.

Special Comment on Paul Jackson Fund Gala
Thank you to everyone that made this night so special. To the Marys and

the entire PJF organization it was a glamorous and vibrant night. I would
especially like to thank my friends, my PAL football buddies, my Mudturtle
brothers and sisters and of coarse both the Harbaugh and Jackson families.
It was truly humbling to have you all there. It was a tremendous honor.
Nothing in my life is ever worth it without my three beautiful girls; Mary
Ella, Elizabeth and my girl for the last 35 years Barbara.

Thank you so much
Paul Harbaugh

VELEZ, BARBER PLACED AT A.C.; FULLER QUALIFIED

Blue Devil Wrestlers Finish
Season on High Note at A.C.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some difficulty getting the right
people in key weight classes and an
inopportune injury to a key wrestler
may have made the road a bit bumpy,
but in the end, the Westfield High
School wrestling team persevered and
finished its season on a high note by
qualifying three athletes for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC) and having two of them place in
the Top-6.

“Our kids faced some adversity
this season, but they never let it affect
them. I’m proud of the way they
wrestled, especially at the end of the
season. We had some nice wins over
Brearley and Governor Livingston,
and had an excellent post-season,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said.

Seniors Matt Barber (145-lbs) and
Nick Velez (152-lbs), along with jun-
ior John Fuller (113-lbs) made that
postseason excellent by qualifying
for A.C. Adding to that excellence
was the grueling journey that Velez
and Barber had to battle back to place

fifth and sixth, respectively. Barber
finished with a 35-5 record, which
included a Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) title, second in District
11 and third in Region 3. Velez fin-
ished 33-5, including a UCT, District
11 and Region 3 title.

“Matt Barber and Nick Velez were
the leaders all year. Those two worked
at an incredibly high level of intensity
all year, and they were rewarded by
standing on the podium in Atlantic
City. Both kids lost in the pre
quarterfinal round, and showed de-
termination and perseverance in
reaching the medal rounds,” Coach
Kurz said.

Fuller got his momentum rolling as
the season progressed. After placing
third in the UCT and second in the
district at 113-lbs, he pulled off two
major upsets with smart wrestling to
place second in the region and earn a
trip to A.C. Fuller finished 25-8.

“John Fuller made a huge jump this
year, winning 25 matches and quali-
fying for the states. We always knew
what John was capable of, and he
started believing in himself this year.

That should give him a lot of confi-
dence heading into his senior year,”
Coach Kurz said.

Sophomore Jarek Gozdieski got
rolling also by placing third in the
UCT and second in the district at 160-
lbs, finishing 21-11. Sophomore
Kevin Frega missed several bouts at
the beginning of the season but placed
third in the district at 195-lbs and
finished 15-12.

“Jarek Gozdieski and Kevin Frega
made great progress and were very
successful in their sophomore years,
both making it to the top-8 in the
region. They are great workers and
great people. We will definitely be
looking to them for leadership next
year,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Cotter Spurlock placed sec-
ond in the UCT at 220-lbs but got
injured later in the season and fin-
ished 12-7. Junior Kevin Miller
showed some moxie at 132-lbs and
finished 13-9.

“Kevin Miller made an awesome
transition from JV to varsity. He came
through for us in big matches and set
himself up to have a great senior
year,” Coach Kurz said.

Freshman Jack Miller showed some
definite and lasting sparks at 126-lbs.

“Jack Miller was a pleasant sur-
prise. For a freshman, he showed a lot
of toughness and wrestled six hard
minutes every time he stepped on the
mat. He has a motor and goes after
everyone he wrestles. That is some-
thing you can’t teach. He’ll polish up
some of his technique and correct
some mistakes in the off-season, and
I expect him to be one of the best
wrestlers in our area next year. If he
can maintain his intensity for four
years, he’s going to have an outstand-
ing career here,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Nick Kalimtzis (120-lbs)
finished 14-15, senior Tom Anderson
competed at 220-lbs and 285-lbs, and
sophomore Devin Anderson com-
peted at 170-lbs, while freshman Phil
Ricca saw some action at 182-lbs.
Sophomore Chris Hoerle finished 12-
16 at 106-lbs, and sophomore Vin
DiFilippo, who wrestled from 138-
lbs through 160-lbs, finished 9-4.

Softball Players Needed
For St. Bart’s League
The St. Bartholomew Oldtimers

Men’s Softball League has openings
for men over 30 years of age. You will
meet many people from the area, be-
cause we change teams every year by
having a player draft. Games are
played week nights at 6:30 p.m. from
early May through August.

For more information, call Com-
missioner Jim Killeen at (908) 723-
2224, call Publicity Chairman Dean
Talcott at (908) 322-6577 or visit our
website at www.stbartssoftball.com
Interested individuals can complete
an application online or download
one and mail it in.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

1825 Quimby Lane, Scotch Plains, NJ $688,000
Deceivingly spacious five bedroom, two full, and two half bath Colonial Split
Level home nestled on a third of an acre of lush property with a private setting
for its in-ground pool. This home exudes warmth with wonderful touches that
include arched doorways, divided light windows, and chair rails. Conveniently
located to Tamaques Park, which offers tennis, basketball, playing fields, two
playgrounds, and a jogging path.

739 Warren Street, Westfield, NJ $795,000
Beautifully updated & maintained 4 BR, 2.2 bath Colonial w/formal LR;
EIK open to Formal DR w/access to large deck; FR w/fp; fabulous renovated
MBR bath; remodeled main bath, 1st floor powder room & finished bsm't
w/1/2 bath. Conveniently close to all schools, parks, Award winning
downtown & NYC transportation.

739 Norgate, Westfield, NJ $1,199,900
Perched on an expansive, pretty corner lot, this stately four-bedroom brick
Colonial has been beautifully updated with luxurious amenities, including a
gourmet kitchen with mosaic tile finishes and farmhouse sink, and a lovely
breakfast area boasting a charming gas fireplace with tile surround overlooking
the fenced backyard.  Conveniently located to schools, downtown, NYC
transportation, and Tamaques Park.

1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield, NJ $1,495,000
Stunning custom designed six bedroom four and a half bath Center Hall Colonial
featuring a gracious entrance foyer with magnificent staircase. Enjoy a first floor
master bedroom suite with access to a wonderful conservatory, as well as, a
first floor guest wing. Nestled on a private lane and .77 of an acre, this home is
truly a one of a kind Westfield residence. Easy commute to NYC.
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FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2013

www.frankdisoldi.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

email: isre@aol.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30 • 1-4PM
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Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

“You Gotta Have Faith”
219 Scherrer Street, Cranford

This clean, well maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch is just waiting for you to put your personal touch on it.
The house is light & bright with an eat in kitchen that is spacious enough for hosting large dinner parties. The
basement is generous in size with high ceilings and includes a full bath. Do not miss this great opportunity!

Priced at $369,900.

A great value doesn’t last long!

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

BALDWIN REUNION...The children and grandchildren of Cackie and Bob Baldwin
(middle row, center) got together last July in Georgia. Among those pictured are Rick
(middle row, far left), Kent (middle row, second from left), Jack (middle row, far right),
Catherine (middle row, second from right), Caroline (middle row, third from right), and
Charlie (front row).


