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Abundance of Laws That Turn
All of Us Into Criminals

WILL A COURT FORCE YOU TO PAY FOR 
YOUR CHILD'S COLLEGE EXPENSES? 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE ALIMONY  
REFORM MOVEMENT IN NEW JERSEY? 

FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE.

 

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 

Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 40 

years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. 

Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva M. Uhrik, Esq., will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review 

of changed financial and child related-circumstances, and how the current economic climate and new 

proposed legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial savings, 

while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in 

Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already 

divorced, the Seminar will also be of value in explaining post-divorce rights and obligations of former 

spouses. 

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees

Reservations Required (No last names needed) 
Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served   

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2014
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

You don’t have to be a pothead to
recognize that Stephen Schoeman’s
lengthy rant in last week’s Leader against
state laws to legalize marijuana contains
misrepresentations and outmoded ideas
that it cannot go unchallenged.

Schoeman’s premise is that individual
states have no business legalizing mari-
juana, either for medical use or recre-
ational use, as long as marijuana posses-
sion remains a federal crime. He quotes
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that “marijuana is a major health
problem in the United States.”

Internet research reveals that the quote
is from 1982, more than 30 years ago. But
just this year, in 2014, the CDC website
announced that the National Institute on
Drug Abuse is seeking funding for “popu-
lation-based research on social, behav-
ioral, and health outcomes of marijuana
involvement to help inform the public
health impact of the changing marijuana
environment.” CDC further states that
“scientific evidence on a range of out-
comes associated with various levels of
marijuana exposure has not kept pace
with other aspects of marijuana use.

The patterns of use, potency, sources,
availability, administration, public per-
ception, and legal status are significantly
different than they were when marijuana
rose to popularity in the U.S. in the 1970’s,
and research describing the impact of
these factors and their fluctuations is
encouraged. The ultimate purpose of this
data will be to inform policy and health
care practices related to prevention and
treatment of marijuana-related conditions
within a rapidly shifting social environ-
ment.” In other words, the CDC is ac-
knowledging that in 2014, it really doesn’t
have enough information to declare that
marijuana is a major health problem, and
that more study is needed.

You don’t have to smoke marijuana to
derive medical benefits from it. In a 2014
report, “Is Marijuana Medicine?,”
www.drugabuse.gov/..., the Institute re-
veals that “scientific study of the active
chemicals in marijuana, called cannab-
inoids, has led to the development of two
FDA-approved medications, and is lead-
ing to the development of new pharma-
ceuticals that harness the therapeutic ben-
efits of cannabinoids while minimizing
or eliminating the harmful side effects
(including the “high”) produced by eat-
ing or smoking marijuana leaves.”

So when Schoeman says that Congress
has determined that cannabis “has a high
potential for abuse” and that it “has no
currently accepted medical use in treat-
ment in the United States,” and that “there
is a lack of accepted safety for use of the
drug or other substance under medical
supervision,”he is actually pointing out
that the federal prohibition of marijuana
is based on faulty assumptions. Twenty
states, including New Jersey, plus the
District of Columbia, have legalized
medical marijuana. The Department of
Justice is making it easier for banks to do
business with legitimate marijuana mer-
chants. Congress is not doing its job.

Conservative states like Alabama are
passing medical marijuana laws. Some-

thing significant is afoot, and federal
laws are no longer rational. Schoeman
demands that the laws be respected “be-
cause nobody has the right to choose
what law to observe and what law to
flout.” Unfortunately, too many laws
criminalize activities that many would
argue should not rise to level of being a
crime, including possession of marijuana.

In a House Judiciary Committee hear-
ing on June 14, 2013, devoted to defining
the problem and scope of over-
criminalization, John Malcolm of the con-
servative Heritage Foundation, testified
that “....buried within the 51 titles of the
United States Code and the far more
voluminous Code of Federal Regulations,
there are approximately 4,500 statutes
and another 300,000 (or more) imple-
menting regulations with potential crimi-
nal penalties for violations. There are so
many criminal laws and regulations, in
fact, that nobody really knows how many
there are, with scores more being created
every year. And that’s just federal of-
fenses.... While these are serious prob-
lems, perhaps the most fundamental prob-
lem caused by over-criminalization is the
fact that the average person no longer has
fair notice of what the criminal code
makes an offense.”

In that same hearing, Steven Benjamin,
president of the National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers, stated that
“at this very moment we are living with
the consequences of a misguided public
infatuation with the use of criminal law
as a massive tool of social and economic
control. That infatuation has left the
United States with more prisoners than
any other nation on earth, an estimated 65
million Americans marred by a criminal
record, and billions of dollars unneces-
sarily diverted from core functions and
responsibilities of government.”

Reasonable people may disagree about
whether marijuana should be legalized
for recreational use, but reasonable people
should agree that marijuana possession
should not rise to the level of being a
criminal offense. Yet Governor Christie
has vowed to veto any bill to legalize or
decriminalize marijuana, and in 2012
Westfield’s Republican representatives
in the Assembly (Bramnick and Munoz)
voted against a bill to decriminalize pos-
session of small amounts of marijuana.
That’s curious, because Republicans are
supposed to be the party of limited gov-
ernment. Maybe they can explain how
arresting people, burdening them with
criminal records and possibly even send-
ing them to jail for doing nothing more
than possessing a marijuana cigarette, is
consistent with limited government.

Do we have a right to choose which
laws to obey, and which to ignore? Most
of the time, we don’t even know what’s
legal and what isn’t. If Mr. Schoeman
wants to engender greater respect for the
law, perhaps he might devote his efforts
to ridding the justice system of its abun-
dance of laws that have the potential to
turn all of us into criminals for one reason
or another.

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

One Of The Coldest Winters In 20
Years Shatters Snow Records

AccuWeather Global Weather Cen-
ter, 25 March 2014 – AccuWeather.com
reports despite the arrival of spring, the
icy grip of winter still retains a strangle-
hold on much of the Midwest and North-
east. The 2013-2014 winter season is
one of the coldest winters in 20 years,
according to AccuWeather Senior Me-
teorologist Dave Dombek.

“It’s probably the coldest the North-
east has seen since 1993-94,” he said in
early March.

With snowfalls approaching annual
all-time record highs in many of the
major metropolitan areas across the
country, the winter season has shattered
expense records in the north.

According to AccuWeather Senior
Meteorologist Jack Boston, the reason
behind the record-breaking winter is
due to a blocking high pressure ridge
over Alaska, the Yukon and the North-
eastern Pacific Ocean.

“That system deflected the jet stream
across the North Pole, down through
Canada and into the United States,” he
said, citing unseasonably low tempera-
tures as a result of this burst of arctic air.

The cool air from the north meets
with the jet stream and moisture in the
south to create storm systems, and this is
the main reason behind this year’s heavy
snowfall totals, Mr. Boston said.

Toledo, Ohio, experienced their
snowiest winter ever, with a record break-
ing snowfall of 84.8 inches. Weather
data for the city has been collected since
the late 1800s, according to
AccuWeather.com Meteorologist Brian
Edwards.

Toledo’s average annual snowfall is
usually 37.8 inches. The previous record
snowfall was recorded in the winter of
1978-79 at 73.1 inches.

“The high snowfall totals were more
due to actual storm systems rather than
lake-effect snow,” he said, adding that
Erie, Pa., received 130.7 inches of snow
compared to the annual 95 inches and
that a total of 122 inches fell in Buffalo,
N.Y.

“It’s impressive,” he said. “Every-
body is way above normal.”

This year, Cincinnati and Dayton,
Ohio, were both hit with more than a
220 percent of their average annual
snowfall. Cincinnati has received 47.1
inches, making it the fourth-snowiest

winter on record for the city.
With about a 230 percent of the aver-

age annual snowfall, Detroit was
slammed with 90.7 inches of snow, and
Chicago got 80 inches this season, mak-
ing it the third-snowiest winter on record
for both cities.

“Below-average February tempera-
tures were observed across much of the
northern and central contiguous U.S.,
with the largest departures from normal
across the Midwest,” according to Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

In addition to the snowstorms wallop-
ing the Midwest, cities in the Northeast
have also approached all-time highs in
snowfall totals as well as experienced
record-breaking cold spells.

According to the U.S. National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration,
February 2014 ranks 37th for coldest
February on record nationwide.

Philadelphia experienced a 314 per-
cent of their average annual snowfall,
with a total of 67.6 inches of snow,
making it the third-snowiest winter on
record, while Norfolk, Va., and Wash-
ington, D.C., were hit with more than
double their annual average in snow this
year.

“Looking at preliminary data, the
Northeast was cooler than normal dur-
ing February,” according to NOAA’s
website. “Western areas of New York
and Pennsylvania were the coldest, with
departures as low as minus 10 degrees.”

The lingering cold has also set the
stage for late-winter storms carrying into
early spring.

On March 20, Washington, D.C., was
hit with the largest March snowstorm
since 1999.

The storm dropped 7.2 inches of snow,
making it the third-largest snowfall on
record for late-March. The only com-
petitors include the March 28 to 29
snowstorm in 1942 which dropped 11.2
inches on the city and on March 27 to 28
in 1891 where snowfall totaled one foot.

“This weather pattern is very stub-
born about breaking,” Mr. Boston said.
“That is why many parts of the northern
and eastern U.S. are having this slow
ending to winter.”

By Michael Kuhne
AccuWeather.com
State College, Pa.

County GOP Awards Westfield Mayor
COUNTY — The Union County Re-

publican Committee on Monday evening
at L’Affaire in Mountainside presented
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky with
the Bob Franks Elected Official of the
Year award. The award is named after
well-liked Congressman Bob Franks who
passed away in 2010 at the age of 59.

Mayor Skibitsky’s award:
“In 2013, Andy was elected to a third

term as mayor, a feat unprecedented in
recent town history. The residents of
Westfield rewarded Andy for effective
leadership over his prior eight years of
service, including with respect to his deft
handling of the aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy, during and after which his com-
munication and emergency management
practices were recognized nationally.
Andy hosted two town-wide conference
calls which upwards of 10,000 people
tuned into for the latest news on recovery
efforts. Andy personally handed out fli-
ers to residents on town streets and at
supermarkets and coffee shops to ensure
that those without telephone service were
updated.”

“Over the course of last year, among
other things, Andy helped to secure the
future safety of Westfield residents by
championing the town’s purchase of a
mobile command center that has become
the envy of public safety official around
the region. He also organized a meeting
among NJ Transit and legislative offi-
cials and obtained a commitment for lim-
ited direct train rides from Westfield into
Manhattan to begin this spring. This is an
important first step in getting full direct
access into New York City for the entire
Raritan Valley Line. Finally, Andy con-
tinued to promote the town’s emphasis
on fiscal responsibility, managing in
Westfield’s 2013 budget to reduce the
municipality’s salaries and wages line
item to its lowest level since 2005.”

“The foregoing represent only a few of
the successes achieved by Andy Skibitsky
in 2013 and throughout his dedicated
service to the people of Westfield. Like
Congressman Bob Franks, Mayor
Skibitsky exemplifies quiet but strong
leadership and effective representation
of his constituents.”

HONORED...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky receives the ‘Elected Official
of the Year’ award. Pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield councilpersons
Keith Loughlin, Jo Ann Neylan, Sam Della Fera, Mayor Skibitsky, Jim Foerst,
and Mark LoGrippo.

We The Cannabis Consuming Citizens
Of NJ Demand Legalization

Twenty-two thousand NJ citizens are
arrested each year in New Jersey for
marijuana possession, and we demand it
to end with legalization. The marijuana
laws were founded on lies and racism and
only liars and politicians support them.
There are so many facts to support this we
will not even bother to list them.

Legalize it now! The truth is marijuana
is one of the safest and greatest therapeu-
tic substances on the planet and to con-
tinue to lie about its goodness is evil. No
one should be arrested for this plant.

This is a two bong protest.
On April 20 in Trenton we, the “Can-

nabis Consuming Citizens of New Jer-
sey,” will be holding a peaceful Pot March
from the River line Train station on Clinton
Ave. to State Street and then to the State
House steps where we will be holding a
Legalization Rally to confront Chris
Christie’s ridiculous cannabis policies.

(1) — 12 noon gathering at Veterans’
memorial park across from the Statehouse.

(2) — 2:30 p.m. march from the River

line station up Clinton Ave. to State Street
to join the gathering at the Statehouse.

There will be speakers, music, plan-
ning, socializing and a 4:20 p.m. celebra-
tion of our eminent victory in this gov-
ernment “War On Potheads!”

By Edward Forchion
njweedman.com


