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Correction
A front-page story on coverage of

the Union County Freeholders’ bud-
get meeting on March 11 should have
said that fines and registration fees in
the weights and measures division
generated revenues of $206,600, up
from $73,700 in 2012.

Photo courtesy of DJG Studio
ANNUAL RUN…St. Bartholomew Academy in Scotch Plains held its annual 5K run this past Saturday, hosting a record
crowd of over 600 people. Proceeds from the run benefit the school.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
TALKING POLITICS…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr poses with Senator Bob
Menendez (D-NJ) at a function on March 14.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
COOKIES, ANYONE?…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girl Scouts set up at a couple
of locations around Fanwood to sell their much anticipated cookies. This was the
first of two weekends of sales for Girl Scout cookies and sales continue through
this weekend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F BOE to Use $2.1 Million In
ROD Grant Awards for Projects

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of
their open meeting agenda last Thurs-
day evening, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
talked about adopting a resolution to
use over $2.1 million in Regular
Operating District (ROD) Grant
Awards for district improvement
projects.

These projects include: partial re-
roofing at Terrill Middle School and
Evergreen Elementary School, re-
placing unit ventilators in the kinder-
garten wing at McGinn Elementary
School, use for the fire alarm system
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and Terrill and use for the
security system of five district

schools. In addition, money has been
awarded for waterproofing a founda-
tion wall at Park Middle School due
to leakage and window replacements
at Evergreen and Coles Elementary
Schools. The resolution is set for
adoption at the board meeting to-
night, Thursday, March 27. The meet-
ing begins at 7:30 p.m.

In other business, Cailin Taggart,

anti-bullying coordinator for the dis-
trict, gave her bi-annual report on the
Harassment, Intimidation and Bully-
ing (H.I.B.) report.

According to Ms. Taggart, from
September 13, 2013 until just a few
weeks ago, there were 32 investiga-
tions of bullying district-wide. Only
seven of these were confirmed.

CHARITY EVENT…On March 13, “Teens for Teens,” a Union County student-
run organization, held a charity event at the Stone House at Stirling Ridge in
Warren to benefit Robins’ Nest. Front row, pictured left to right, are: Mitchell
Kelly, Ali Alexander, Emily Weissman, Katelyn Walsh, Micayla Mirabella,
Maddie Bowen and Kevin Ruane. Back row, pictured, left to right, are: Peter
Avila and Peter Hunziker. See story page 10.

GW’s Quattrocchi Faces
Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge from
first-time candidate Sal Piarulli in the
Republican Primary in June as she bids
for a second four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing executive
who filed his candidacy papers on
Monday, has never run for political
office, having moved into Garwood
seven years ago from East Rutherford.
He also has lived in Caldwell and West
Orange.

Although he has the support of Re-
publican Councilman Jim Mathieu, Mr.
Piarulli said he is not affiliated himself
with the outspoken conservative, who
has had several terse exchanges with
both Mayor Quattrocchi and fellow
Republican Councilman Mike Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology, it’s
leadership. I think we need somebody
to grab hold of everybody and get
things done. Enough of the bickering.
I have four kids. That’s kind of what the
council meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose husband,
John, is the borough’s Republican Com-
mittee chairman, said she was aware of
Mr. Piarulli’s candidacy, but has not
met him.

As of Tuesday, she had not filed her
candidacy papers but planned to by the
Monday, March 31, deadline for the
June 3 Primary. The mayor touted the
Athletic Field Complex as one of her
major achievements, declaring vic-
tory for getting it started after 10 years
of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to the
residents,” she said. “I’m a full-time
mayor. I’m retired, so I meet with
seniors. I’m willing to talk to people,

call them back. I think that’s impor-
tant.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Demo-
crats, also will be up for election, with
their three-year terms expiring. Both
said Tuesday that they will be run-
ning.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo would
not say who his party would support
for mayor, but that it would have a
candidate by Monday’s filing dead-
line.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will vie
for the seats on the Republican organi-
zational line. When approached at
Tuesday’s council meeting, both Ms.
Kearney and Mr. Dolan would only
say they have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said he
called 100 people personally to re-
cruit candidates for the Democratic
line to contest the council seats held
by Mr. Mathieu and Steve Blaufeder,
but could not find anyone willing to
run. Mr. Mathieu ran without the en-
dorsement of the Garwood Republi-
can Committee and was re-elected.
Mr. Martin won and replaced Mr.
Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “It’s not only home
(responsibilities). It’s economical, and
people tend not to get involved.”
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Fanwood Recreation Discusses
Skate Park and Ice Rink

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
meeting of the Fanwood Recreation
Commission, Director Bob
Budiansky reviewed progress on
plans for the Forest Road skatepark
and the status of the ice skating rink.
The commission also discussed online
registration, and potential changes to
policies for food vendors in
Fanwood’s parks.

While attending a recent New Jer-
sey Recreation and Parks Associa-
tion Conference in Atlantic City, Di-
rector Budiansky connected with two

skateboard park firms, Spohn Ranch
Skateparks and American Ramp
Company (ARC.) Both companies
agreed to submit free designs of po-
tential skateparks for Fanwood along
with cost estimates for construction.

ARC followed through with two
designs, one economy priced, one
with additional features, and estimates
for both. The estimates require re-
view by David Cella of ARH, the
engineering company consulting on
skatepark development.

Spohn Ranch provided two de-
signs, as well, and a variation on each
design, for a total of four possible

layouts. Spohn Ranch did not pro-
vide estimates.

The commissioners agreed that
they would need input from skaters
to judge the relative merits of each
design, and they plan to contact their
base of interested skateboarders soon.

Meanwhile, the commission awaits
estimates from Spohn Ranch and es-
timate reviews from ARH to allow
for accurate price comparison. Based
strictly on the “ballpark numbers”
provided by ARC, Director
Budiansky said the recreation de-
partment may have to “cough up an-
other $20-40,000 above what we have
now.”

If additional money is needed, it
might come from an $18,000 match-
ing grant the commission has already
received from Union County to paint
a reflective coating on the borough’s
ice skating rink. The recreation de-
partment would have to apply to
Union County for permission to
repurpose that money, however.

Currently, the ice skating rink is
using a white liner, in lieu of reflec-
tive paint, to encourage freezing.
Although ice skating season has
passed, the liner remains on the rink,
because it is covered with water and
too heavy to lift.

Commissioner Willie Green said
he saw someone riding a bike over
the liner through the water, and Com-
missioner Neil Pierce said the liner is
getting dirty. After some more water
evaporates, the DPW will likely pump
the excess water off so that the liner
can be removed and stored.

Commissioner Tom Smith sug-
gested that if commissioners had
some form of ID from the recreation
department it would make it easier to
step in when they see behavior, such
as Mr. Green saw, that needs correct-
ing. It also would give them credibil-
ity when reaching out to community
members for input on recreation ini-
tiatives. The commission will discuss
ID cards with the Fanwood Council.

County Wants Medicaid
Coverage For Inmates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to ap-
prove a resolution tonight urging the
state to allow inmates at the county
jail to be covered under Medicaid in
certain circumstances as is now per-
mitted under federal law.

“Right now, if an individual comes
into the county jail and they are cov-
ered by Medicaid, the state requires
us to terminate them immediately
(from Medicaid),” Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo said. He said
this is the case regardless of whether
an inmate’s case has gone to trial or
if they are only to be in the jail for
short stays such as with pre-adjudi-
cated inmates who often have chronic
illnesses and are on medications.

Mr. Guzzo said once these prison-
ers are released from jail they have to
reapply for Medicaid, a process he
said can take months. He said 14
other states are using the provision in
existing federal law to suspend rather
than terminate short-stay inmates

from the benefit. He said under this
provision, once released from prison
the county could put them back on
Medicaid, “to get the mental health
care that they need when they are
back in the community.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, inmates can only
be suspended from Medicaid ben-
efits if their eligibility is not linked to
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

The Patient Protection Affordable
Care Act (ACA), better known as
Obamacare, gives states the option to
enroll inmates in Medicaid starting
this year to include anyone who makes
up to 133 percent of the federal pov-
erty level, which Mr. Guzzo esti-
mated at $14,000. He said currently
the county has to pay the “full cost”
of health-care coverage for prison-
ers, a cost he described as “enor-
mous.”

The New Jersey Association of
Counties (NJAC) has been “advocat-
ing for the state to extend the 24-hour
hospital stay exception to pre-adju-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholder Comm. Reviews
Multiple Budget Requests

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — At its fourth and final
budget meeting on Tuesday, the Union
County Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Af-
fairs Committee reviewed the spending
requests of four departments – human
services, prosecutor, sheriff and ad-
ministrative services. Mohamed Jalloh,
committee chairman, said the public
will have the opportunity to comment
on the budget prior to its scheduled
adoption on Thursday, April 10.

Most of the two-hour meeting, held
at the Park Madison Building in Plain-
field, focused on human services ex-
penditures, which represent about 11
percent of the overall proposed $507.3-
million budget. Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said his budget of

$53.9 million, about $4.7 million more
than last year, is the largest he has ever
submitted to the board. Mr. Guzzo said
the funding is necessary because “fed-
eral and state aid has dwindled, while
services increased.” He said he be-
lieves his budget was “well thought
out,” and will help maintain the
department’s level of services.

Mr. Guzzo said last year the Union
County Paratransit System (UCPS)
provided 207,497 one-way trips, log-
ging over one million miles, for the
elderly, disabled, impoverished and
veterans. Mr. Guzzo said Paratransit
will face financial difficulty in 2014
due to cuts in the state’s casino rev-
enues and other grants that have not
increased. He said Paratransit plans to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


