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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Maria Constantinou
DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE...Seven Washington School second graders with
their siblings and friends in grades 4 and 5 recently celebrated at the home of
Maria and Mike Constantinou before their first Father-Daughter Dance with
their Girl Scout troop. Pictured, left to right, are: Sienna Tan, Naia Tan, Lauren
Fucillo, Ciara Weber, Allison Constantinou, Julie Kamins, Emily McGovern,
Addie Mulholland and Ava Redman.

Lane.”
The resolution points out the

township’s strategies to mitigate flood-
ing, including discouraging the elimi-
nation of natural forested area.

Mayor Kalnins urged residents to
write to public officials of their opposi-
tion to the field.

The committee also approved by a 4-
0 vote a noise ordinance that would
prohibit excessive noise from 10 p.m.
to 8 a.m.

The ordinance is a result of resident
Rachel Katz complaining of her neigh-
bor playing loud music that could be
heard inside her home and disturbing
her family’s sleep and general peace.
After she spoke against her neighbor
Marcin Wojcik’s request for a variance
to build a fence on his property, which
was subsequently denied, she said her
neighbor then retaliated by continu-
ously playing loud music.

Mr. Wojcik, of Colin Kelly Street,
spoke during public comments for the

ordinance, saying he was being ha-
rassed by his neighbor and denied play-
ing music loudly. He said he has a 19-
month-old baby and “her crying is the
loudest noise coming out of my prop-
erty, not music.” He said his neighbor
runs a portable generator and revs his
race car in the garage.

Mr. Wojcik requested the township
committee change the wording of the
ordinance to be more definitive then
“excessive” and to attach a decibel
level to the ordinance that could be
measured.

“There will be judgment calls” made
by police officers, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

 At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Kalnins honored Justin Stitler,
Lucas Jayne and Colin Henderson on
having attained their Eagle Scout
Award.Police Chief James Wozniak
was appointed as deputy coordinator to
the Emergency Management Council
for 2014.
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Cranford Budget

CF Requests NJDEP Hearing
On Birchwood Ruling

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Birchwood Av-
enue developer Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) was granted
a 30-day extension on the
township’s appeal of the court’s
ruling on the Birchwood Avenue
development, Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said in response to
resident Liz Sweeney’s inquiry dur-
ing the public comment portion of
the township committee’s workshop
meeting on Monday.

Cranford Township also filed an
appeal of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) ruling and requested a
hearing. “It is not mandatory that
the court, the (NJDEP) commis-
sioner give a hearing,” Ms. Dabulas
said.

Resident Frank Krause urged the
committee to invite Governor Chris
Christie to hold a town hall meeting
in Cranford.

“We are asking him to come into
Cranford and look at the overall
situation and see how he can help,”
Mr. Krause said.

“Personally, I would be more than
happy for him to come,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

“I would like to second Dr.
Krause’s idea,” Ms. Sweeney said.

Government funding of Blue
Acres projects may be had in Cran-
ford. “We have a meeting on the
31st with the NJDEP to talk about
Blue Acres and other flooding is-
sues,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Blue Acres is an acquisition pro-
gram administered by the DEP’s
Green Acres program that allows
for the acquisition of flood prone
properties from willing sellers and
then to be used as open space. The
idea is to buy out homes in a cluster
that could make up an open space.

Also on March 31, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers is to present, in
a closed session with the The May-
ors Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control, its benefit/cost ratio for
the seven alternatives that have been
studied to mitigate the impacts of
Rahway River flooding.

Union County College’s (UCC) plans
to build a turf field and track on its
Cranford campus was synthesized in a
“PR blast,” resident Barbara Krause
told the committee. She provided them
with a copy of the documents.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
asked why the ordinance to oppose the
field was not on the agenda for Tues-
day. Mayor Kalnins said he wanted to
bring it up for discussion since UCC
has since said it would agree to a Devel-
opment Review Committee meeting
and a voluntary planning board re-
view.

“It is a courtesy without impact.
Even if the planning board says no,
they still can build it… We don’t
want the field back there, that is
all,” Commissioner Hannen said.

 “I think we have to send a mes-
sage that is strong and clear that we
are not for this project – loss of
trees, the water flow, increase the
flooding in the area, the parking,

the crowds,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola later said.

“There is no reason why they
have to dump this in a flood sensi-
tive area,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. also had concerns with
noise and light buffering. “It has to
buffer or not be there,” Mr. Marsden
said.

 “You don’t want to change the
character of the soil; it will kill the
trees already there,” Mr. Marsden
said.

The field also would incorporate
a track. The committee said it is not
a regulation-size track and so it
could not be used for official events.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato pro-
posed allocating two thirds of the
township’s capital surplus to road
repair. “What I am proposing is we
take an aggressive approach to road
repair. We have not really had a solid
program of paving. There are streets
in the town since the ’60s that have
not been paved. Usually you are on a
20 year life cycle,” Ms. Adubato said.
“There is $400,000 in that fund. I
would suggest using $300,000, which
would allow us to bond $4 million to
roads and $2 million to other
projects.”

The tax impact would be $39 per
average household per year, she said.
“I believe that is a reasonable amount
for an infrastructure. If we don’t
address it… it will plague us more
and more.”

Garwood Council
Introduces Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more in
taxes for a home assessed at
$100,000 next year according to
the budget introduced at the coun-
cil meeting Tuesday night.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco made the announce-
ment, saying that some of the revi-
sions were due to cuts in the appro-
priations for a redevelopment plan
for the largely abandoned Garwood
Paperboard plant on North Avenue
($5,000), implementation of the af-
fordable-housing plan ($4,500) and
the amount paid for employee pen-
sions ($30,000).

However, new costs concerns also
were accounted for. Since the bor-
ough already has spent $17,000 for
salt and another $25,000 in over-
time this winter for snow removal,
the committee boosted next year’s
snow costs by $20,000. New as-
sessments from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority added about
$4,000. With all the changes, the
committee was able to cut about
$10,000 from the original budget
of $7.6-million.

It lowers the original estimated
tax levy to 1.03 percent from the
1.21 percent announced at a special
budget meeting on March 6.

Even with the lower numbers, the
council unanimously approved an
ordinance that allows it to exceed
the inflation or cost of living allow-
ance (COLA) rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Local
Government Cap Law limits the
council to spending increases of
2.5 percent or the state-determined
COLA, whichever is lower. The
state-determined COLA for this
year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also per-
mits towns to adopt an ordinance
allowing them to spend as much as
3.5 percent more than the previous
year’s budget. In Garwood’s case,
that is $202,606.71. Any money not
spent this year can be reserved in a “cap
bank” that can be used for the follow-
ing year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Council-
man Jim Mathieu to separate the ex-
ceeding of the COLA portion of the
ordinance from the cap bank provi-
sion. At Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Mathieu voted along with the rest of the
council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to get any
support,” Mr. Mathieu said after the
meeting. “I can’t do this by myself.”

The council also approved an or-
dinance establishing 16 commuter,
or permit, parking spaces at the
Garwood ShopRite and another five
at the John F. Kennedy Plaza near
the intersection of Center Street and
North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per

quarter at JFK Plaza and $50 per
quarter at ShopRite for Garwood
residents and $75 for non-Garwood
residents.

Also the issue of spraying herbi-
cide along the Garwood Brook was
referred to the building and grounds
committee after Ms. Todisco re-
layed the board of health’s request
that the council revisit the matter.

The board of health wants the
spraying, Ms. Todisco said, so veg-
etation is removed and traps can be
baited to catch rats. This was con-
trary to the Streets, Roads and Ecol-
ogy Committee’s recommendation
that the borough not spray this year
and adhere to a plan that called for
spraying once every two years. The
brook was treated last year, Coun-
cilman and Streets Committee
Chairman Bill Nierstedt noted.

The council appeared to dismiss
the suggestion of hiring a construc-
tion or project manager for the $3.2-
million Athletic Field Complex
(AFC) after hearing the cost. After
much debate in several meetings
earlier this year, Councilman and
AFC liaison Louis Petruzzelli  dis-
closed to the council that the bor-
ough had received two bids for the
position, one costing $137,585 from
CME Associates of Parlin, N.J., and
another of $139,500 from Pinnacle
Consulting and Construction of
Newark.

The AFC on the south side of the
borough between Oak and New
Streets and Rankin Avenue is sched-
uled to be completed in late June or
early July, Mr. Petruzzelli said, more
than a year behind schedule.

The council approved pay up-
grades for police officers Christo-
pher Czachorowski  and Andrew
Horan, and also instructed Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma to seek
bids for a labor attorney to conduct
the negotiations in contract talks
with the patrolmen’s union.

The police committee, chaired
by Councilman Mike Martin, was
asked to investigate complaints of
speeding vehicles on Fourth Av-
enue.

“Since the issue and concern is
out there, we obviously haven’t ad-
equately addressed it,” Mr. Nierstedt
said.

And the council took no action
on Mr. Mathieu’s request for a reso-
lution supporting a bill languishing
in committee at the state capitol
that would bar seasonal employees,
such as crossing guards, from col-
lecting unemployment benefits.
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said her con-
tacts in Trenton said the Republi-
can-sponsored measure had virtu-
ally no chance of getting out of the
committee.

Despite about 15 minutes of de-
bate, Mr. Mathieu was unable to get
anyone to second his motion to in-
troduce the resolution.

become inpatients of a hospital or
nursing home upon the recommen-
dation of a physician; and, then re-
ceive room, board, and professional
services in the hospital or nursing
home for a 24-hour period or longer.”

“Hudson County has estimated
that provision alone would save them
over a million dollars a year in health-
care costs,” Mr. Guzzo said. “The
reason for this resolution is to urge
the state to comply to give relief to
those counties relative to those costs”
in county correctional facilities bud-
gets.

The Union County freeholders
also considered a resolution to award
a $88,000 contract for marketing
services that would include Runnells
Specialized Hospital, which the
county is currently in negotiations
to sell to a nursing home operator.

William Reyes, deputy county
manager and director of economic
development, said the firm, SMG of
Rutherford, would also do market-
ing for the county, including a citi-
zens directory, as well as develop a
campaign to get more people to
join the county’s different social
media. He said SMG would also be
involved in campaigns for various

economic development projects for
the county. He said SMG’s market-
ing efforts include the design and
distribution of brochures and mail-
ers and work on Internet compo-
nents of marketing campaigns.

The contract, to be on the free-
holders’ regular agenda meeting
tonight for action by the board,
would run from April 1 through
December 31 of this year. The com-
pany has done marketing for
Runnells in previous years as well
as work on marketing efforts for the
county’s FirstAlert system, Mr.
Reyes said.

Another resolution considered
would allow the county to enter
into a memorandum of understand-
ing with Special Olympics New
Jersey to run a variety of sports
programs for the county’s youth
with disabilities at county park fa-
cilities from April 1 through De-
cember 31 of this year at no cost to
the county.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the county is creat-
ing temporary soccer fields at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark for the pro-
gram as well as programs at the
county’s two public golf courses.
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Medicaid For Inmates

due to cuts in the state’s casino rev-
enues and other grants that have not
increased. He said Paratransit plans to
begin advertising on all vans in order to
generate additional revenue.

In the social services division, Mr.
Guzzo is requesting to spend a total of
$39.3 million, up $2.8 million from last
year’s figure of $36.5 million. While
addressing the components of the in-
crease, he said salaries will grow $1.85
million due to the hiring of 10 addi-
tional case workers and a 4-percent
contractual compensation increase. Mr.
Guzzo said the Affordable Care Act
will cause overtime to increase by
$150,000, and the balance, about
$846,000, represents additional oper-
ating expenses.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
asked Mr. Guzzo if he was engaged in
grant writing services given that grant
money is “drying up.” Mr. Guzzo re-
plied that the department is “fully en-
gaged, but (grant money) is not going
to offset” the costs. Mr. Jalloh com-
mended the department’s services and
urged Mr. Guzzo to continue to “man-
age within the budget.”

During the prosecution discussion,
Acting Prosecutor Grace Park requested
a total budget of $20.9 million, about
$200,000 more than last year. Ms. Park
said the department handled over 4,000
cases last year and that the homicide
solve rate was about 50 percent.

Ms. Park said one of the department’s
top priorities in 2014 is the non-lethal
shooting initiative. Ms. Park said the
department will work in partnership
with municipal police departments,
assistant prosecutors from the Guns,
Gangs, Drugs and Violent Crimes Task
Force, and detectives from the Intelli-
gence Unit to improve the solve rate in
this area and to “get violent offenders
off the streets.”

Ms. Park said her overtime budget
request of $600,000, up from $550,000,
is partly due to additional clerical ex-
penses. She said the department needs
to hire three Hispanic bilingual clerks
to help transcribe video recordings of
witness statements. Mr. Jalloh asked
why these clerk positions need to be
filled after having been vacant for sev-
eral years.

First Assistant Prosecutor Thomas
Isenhour said the law, which went into
effect in January, 2013, requires video
recordings of defendants and key wit-
nesses. “We didn’t have to do this two
years ago,” Mr. Isenhour said. He added
that “keeping pace has been a real
challenge,” and that it is difficult to find
people to fill these positions.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked Mr.
Isenhour about overall overtime costs.
Mr. Isenhour replied that $500,000 is
for direct detective costs of responding
to incidents occurring after normal
working hours. Mr. Isenhour added
that material witnesses are sometimes
transported from another state and held
in the county through the end of a trial.
“We have no choice, we have to spend
the money,” Mr. Isenhour said.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich passionately praised the ef-
forts of his entire department, particu-
larly Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, at the
beginning of the sheriff discussion.
Undersheriff Cryan said the
department’s accomplishments in 2013
included the processing of over 300
crime scenes and the transportation of
thousands of prisoners without signifi-
cant incidents.

Undersheriff Cryan said the depart-
ment will upgrade the Union County

Courthouse tower building’s security
and video cameras and prepare for the
opening of the new Family Courthouse
in 2014. The department’s budget re-
quest of $17.3 million, an increase of
$700,000, will fund the hiring of 10
sheriff’s officers to staff the new court-
house.

During the administrative services
discussion, Department of Adminis-
trative Services Director Norman
Albert, appointed to the position after
the recent departure of Matthew
DiRado, said his budget of $9.5 million
includes the salaries of former parks
and recreation employees shifted to his
department.

Mr. Albert said his personnel and
labor relations division continually
negotiates with the county’s 22 unions.
He said all county employees, includ-
ing non-union workers, are now con-
tributing toward their health-care costs
in accordance with the state’s pension
and health benefits reform law (Chap-
ter 78) passed in 2011.

Given the complexity of regulations
and dealing with health benefits issues
across all the county’s divisions, Mr.
Albert said his budget request includes
funding the hiring of two insurance
compliance officers. Mr. Jalloh noted
that Mr. DiRado, Mr. Albert’s prede-
cessor, had also asked the board to hire
two such officers to help with the
workload.
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Assistant Superintendent of
Schools Paul Piniero spoke about
Edline Implementation and told the
board that during spring break the
district technology system would
be upgraded to a new URL (or plat-
form) for all stakeholders. “It is
challenging for the staff to move to
a whole new platform,” he said.
“This move requires training, in-
cluding tutorials, for all staff. Stu-
dents and parents will have log-ins
for the fall,” he added.

On another item, the board au-
thorized the submission of capital
project documents to the depart-
ment of education for a new verti-
cal lift at the Tamaques Elementary
School.

The board also approved the ac-
ceptance of gifts from the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts of $,000 to
the Jefferson School fifth-grade
Contemporary Arts Program, a gift
of $1,000 from the Education Fund
of Westfield for fifth-grade Con-
temporary Art Project and the gift
of an Altenburg Upright Pianoto
the Roosevelt Intermediate School
Music Department.

The next board meeting and bud-
get discussion will take place on
Tuesday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., at the
administration building on Elm
Street.
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dacy, but has not met him.
As of Tuesday, she had not filed

her candidacy papers but planned to
by the Monday, March 31, deadline
for the June 3 Primary. The mayor
touted the Athletic Field Complex as
one of her major achievements, de-
claring victory for getting it started
after 10 years of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to the
residents,” she said. “I’m a full-time
mayor. I’m retired, so I meet with se-
niors. I’m willing to talk to people, call
them back. I think that’s important.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Democrats,
also will be up for election, with their
three-year terms expiring. Both said
Tuesday that they will be running.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo would
not say who his party would support
for mayor, but that it would have a
candidate by Monday’s filing dead-
line.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will vie
for the seats on the Republican orga-
nizational line. When approached at
Tuesday’s council meeting, both Ms.
Kearney and Mr. Dolan would only
say they have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said he
called 100 people personally to re-
cruit candidates for the Democratic
line to contest the council seats held
by Mr. Mathieu and Steve Blaufeder,
but could not find anyone willing to
run. Mr. Mathieu ran without the
endorsement of the Garwood Repub-
lican Committee and was re-elected.
Mr. Martin won and replaced Mr.
Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,”
Mr. Lombardo said. “It’s not only
home (responsibilities). It’s economi-
cal, and people tend not to get in-
volved.”
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