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Correction
A front-page story on coverage of

the Union County Freeholders’ bud-
get meeting on March 11 should have
said that fines and registration fees in
the weights and measures division
generated revenues of $206,600, up
from $73,700 in 2012.

COMFY SEATS...Westfield Memorial Library Director Phil Israel, left, and Foundation President Roger Sullivan try out
the new furniture in the Westfield Memorial Library’s Teen Zone. The Westfield Memorial Library Foundation donated
the funds needed to replace furniture that had seen heavy use during Hurricane Sandy and the recent harsh winter. See story
on page 8.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right, and
Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday during the
township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both members of
the government club at the high school.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
officers who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the Garwood
“Y” on March 12.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mil.
Budget, $6 Million Bond

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee introduced a $34.9-million 2014
budget Tuesday that would raise taxes
0.7 percent. An average assessed home
of $181,600 would see a $13 increase
in taxes Tuesday.

The committee also discussed bond-
ing $6 million for capital improve-
ments. $4 million of which could go to
street repair. Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said she would like to see an
aggressive plan for street repairs in the
township. She reiterated her sentiments
at Monday’s agenda meeting about
some of the streets not being repaved
since the ’60s, when they are to be
paved every 20 years. The bond would
increase taxes by $39 per household.

“I think we can put more than $4
million to the roads,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Some of the streets are total fail-
ure,” said Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola.

A budget hearing will be held Thurs-

day, April 3, and Tuesday, April 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m.

After some discussion in the last few
weeks, the committee introduced a reso-
lution opposing the turf field and a non-
regulation size, six-lane track proposed
to break ground this year at the Cran-
ford campus of Union County College
(UCC). The field would be near the
Cranford-Westfield border. About 700
trees on over four acres of forested land
would be removed to build the field.

Colby Lane residents have voiced
their concern of flooding and noise to
UCC, resident Barbara Krause has said
to the committee.

In the resolution, the township states
that the site plans of the field project
show “less than 20 feet of distance
between the disturbed area between
the top of the slope at the southeasterly
end of the proposed track and the south-
ern cul-de-sac of Colby Lane which
has minimal tree cover which will re-
sult in excessive noise and visual im-
pact to the residential area of Colby
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Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Faces Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge from
first-time candidate Sal Piarulli in the
Republican Primary in June as she
bids for a second four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing executive
who filed his candidacy papers on
Monday, has never run for political
office, having moved into Garwood
seven years ago from East Ruther-
ford. He also has lived in Caldwell
and West Orange.

Although he has the support of
Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu, Mr. Piarulli said he is not
affiliated himself with the outspoken
conservative, who has had several
terse exchanges with both Mayor

Quattrocchi and fellow Republican
Councilman Mike Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology, it’s
leadership. I think we need some-
body to grab hold of everybody and
get things done. Enough of the bick-

ering. I have four kids. That’s kind of
what the council meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John, is the borough’s Repub-
lican Committee chairman, said she
was aware of Mr. Piarulli’s candi-

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING LATE... A long line of commuters wait to board a NJ Transit bus
adjacent to the Westfield train station on March 13 after a tanker crash that
morning in Newark caused major delays in the rail service. The tanker burst into
flames after colliding with a car on McCarter Highway adjacent to Amtrak’s
Northeast Corridor rail line at about 1:45 a.m.  Buses were provided to accom-
modate those commuters who normally take the train.

County Wants Medicaid
Coverage For Inmates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to ap-
prove a resolution tonight urging the
state to allow inmates at the county
jail to be covered under Medicaid in
certain circumstances as is now per-
mitted under federal law.

“Right now, if an individual comes
into the county jail and they are
covered by Medicaid, the state re-
quires us to terminate them immedi-
ately (from Medicaid),” Human Ser-
vices Director Frank Guzzo said. He
said this is the case regardless of
whether an inmate’s case has gone
to trial or if they are only to be in the
jail for short stays such as with pre-
adjudicated inmates who often have
chronic illnesses and are on medica-
tions.

Mr. Guzzo said once these prison-
ers are released from jail they have
to reapply for Medicaid, a process
he said can take months. He said 14
other states are using the provision
in existing federal law to suspend
rather than terminate short-stay in-
mates from the benefit. He said un-
der this provision, once released
from prison the county could put
them back on Medicaid, “to get the
mental health care that they need
when they are back in the commu-
nity.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, inmates can only
be suspended from Medicaid ben-
efits if their eligibility is not linked
to Supplemental Security Income
(SSI).

The Patient Protection Affordable
Care Act (ACA), better known as
Obamacare, gives states the option
to enroll inmates in Medicaid start-
ing this year to include anyone who
makes up to 133 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level, which Mr. Guzzo
estimated at $14,000. He said cur-
rently the county has to pay the “full
cost” of health-care coverage for
prisoners, a cost he described as
“enormous.”

The New Jersey Association of
Counties (NJAC) has been “advo-
cating for the state to extend the 24-
hour hospital stay exception to pre-
adjudicated inmates housed in
county jails. These inmates make up
90 percent of the statewide county
prison population, and including
them under the exception would
yield significant cost savings for
county governments struggling to
make ends meet.” Pre-adjudication
refers to all activities that occur be-
fore the defendant faces judgment.

According to NJAC, “In general,
federal regulations prohibit Medic-
aid coverage for care provided to
incarcerated individuals. However,
a 1997 ruling provides an exception
for Medicaid-eligible inmates who

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholder Comm. Reviews
Multiple Budget Requests

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — At its fourth and final
budget meeting on Tuesday, the Union
County Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Af-
fairs Committee reviewed the spend-
ing requests of four departments – hu-
man services, prosecutor, sheriff and
administrative services. Mohamed
Jalloh, committee chairman, said the
public will have the opportunity to
comment on the budget prior to its
scheduled adoption on Thursday, April
10.

Most of the two-hour meeting, held
at the Park Madison Building in Plain-
field, focused on human services ex-
penditures, which represent about 11
percent of the overall proposed $507.3-

million budget. Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said his budget of
$53.9 million, about $4.7 million more
than last year, is the largest he has ever
submitted to the board. Mr. Guzzo said
the funding is necessary because “fed-
eral and state aid has dwindled, while
services increased.” He said he be-
lieves his budget was “well thought
out,” and will help maintain the
department’s level of services.

Mr. Guzzo said last year the Union
County Paratransit System (UCPS)
provided 207,497 one-way trips, log-
ging over one million miles, for the
elderly, disabled, impoverished and
veterans. Mr. Guzzo said Paratransit
will face financial difficulty in 2014

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Outlines Allocations
In Budget for Capital Projects
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation, on Tuesday evening, heard
Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan outline the allocations in
this year’s $99,519,5667 budget for
facilities and maintenance, which
included a new vertical lift at the
Tamaques Elementary School. They
also heard an outline of the district’s
revised social studies curriculum
and another technology curriculum
report.

Ms. Sullivan explained that main-
tenance funds are deposited by the

district into an account to cover
costs of required. Money is also
deposited into a capital reserve fund
to cover costs for capital projects.
State grants cover 40 percent of the
total project cost. Ms. Sullivan said
that the district applied for 62 state
grants and that 36 were approved.
Regular maintenance is funded out
of the operating budget.

The state grant money will go
toward boilers at the Roosevelt In-
termediate School and Tamaques
Elementary Schools, security at
Westfield High School, Roosevelt,
Franklin, Lincoln, McKinley,

Tamaques, Washington and Wilson
Schools. The grant money will also
cover new HVAC controls at the
high school and Roosevelt, a gen-
erator at the high school and air
conditioning at all schools except
Lincoln. The total air-conditioning
costs will be $15,890,500. The state
share will bear $6,356,200 of the
cost and the district share will be
$9,534,300.

“Five-year projections have been
developed for maintenance and fa-
cilities planning purposes,” said Ms.
Sullivan. She added that the plan
will be updated annually and that
priorities will be review annually.
Priorities will be for health and
safety, education and aesthetics. The
current plan includes security up-
grades for all schools. Parts of the
security plan are as follows: staff
training, doors, cameras and inter-
coms, securing windows, a quick
reference guide for all teachers,
updated emergency plan and I.D.
cards issued to all staff. Ms. Sullivan
noted that each school has different
needs and that the security update
plan will have two phases, which
will take place in 2014 and 2015.
The capital maintenance projects
estimated summary for all schools
for the summer of 2014 is
$1,700,576 and for the summer of
2015, $1,321,840. Ms. Sullivan
ended her presentation by noting
that the severe winter weather de-
layed the maintenance this year.

In other business, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Social Studies (k-
12) Andrea Brennan spoke about
the new revised socials studies cur-
riculum for the k-4 classes. She
said the new curriculum will fit in
with the common core objectives
and emphasize critical thinking,
understanding history, civics, the
rights and responsibility of govern-
ment. The revised curriculum will
teach the young students that people
understand things differently ac-
cording to their cultural perspec-
tive. Ms. Brennan said the expand-
ing world and communities would
be emphasized.


