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Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

James M. Foerst

Although the real estate market
has rebounded, in many situations
your property value has not caught
up to your tax bill. As a taxpayer, you
have the right to appeal your property
tax assessment as a means to reduce
your real estate tax
obligations. You
should understand
that to be successful
in reducing your tax
bill, you must prove
that your home’s as-
sessed value is le-
gally “unreason-
able.” With a suc-
cessful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be set
for the three years
which can amount to
a considerable
amount of savings.
The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing
your taxes is to
present your claim
to the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process. He has
assisted hundreds of families in sav-
ing thousands of dollars in property
tax payments over the last decade.

Save money.
Make the sale of
your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the
long-term expenses
associated with your
home. Make it more
affordable to stay in
your house. All with
lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must
be filed by April 1.
For more informa-
tion about tax ap-
peals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the
complimentary as-
sessment form to see
if you can save
money on your taxes

or get started with a free consultation
by calling our experts at (908) 322-
4886.
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BUENOS DIAS...Ken and Debbie Zierler with their daughter, Tara, catch up on
hometown news in The Westfield Leader in front of the Cathedral in Seville, Spain.
Tara is with the CIEE Program in Bollullos, where she teaches English to
elementary-school children.

SP-F BOE Adopts Tentative
2014-2015 School Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains Fanwood Board of
Education unanimously passed the
proposed 2014-2015 tentative school
budget Tuesday evening at special
meeting.

The $81,179,342 budget includes
a debt service payment of $1,639,850
and an operating fund of $79,539,492.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Deborah Saridaki gave a
presentation of the budget noting that
the percentage increase from last
year’s budget for both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood equals 3.33 percent.
She noted that the estimated tax im-
pact per the average Scotch Plains
accessed home of $125,600 is an
increase of $253, while Fanwood’s
increase weighed in at $213 per an
average $84,628 accessed home. It
was also noted in Ms. Saridaki’s re-
port that “this increase was at the 2
percent cap and will not exceed the
tax cap.”

Ms. Saridaki also noted that the
operating budget did include a
$362,589 increase for employee
health care costs as well as salary
increases. She also stated “revenue
for state aid will remain at the same
level as 2013-2014.”

It was reported that the budget also
includes summer work for aligning
assessments to the common core,
professional development for middle
school math and textbook upgrades
for seventh grade U.S. Government,
Spanish II and AP Physics.

According to Ms. Saridaki, the
budget also reflects 7.4 new staff
positions throughout the district.
These include an instructional coach,
two middle school teachers, a super-
visor of technology and data, a tech
support employee, a high school guid-
ance counselor and science teacher

and a part time high school Mandarin
teacher.

Ms. Saridaki also noted that “the
district has continued to fund mainte-
nance and capital projects within our
budget. If we did not use banked cap,
we would be asking for a bond refer-
endum relative to pressure points,
like maintenance projects that need
to be done.” She further went on to
explain that $1.34 million dollars has
been identified from the banked cap
of 2011-2012. She added that
$500,000 of this banked cap can be
put toward staffing needs, as well as
used to fund one time projects such
as new science labs in the high school.
She further stated “since these are
one time only funds, we are not able
to use this money to move programs
forward, such a supporting a full-day
kindergarten pilot at this time.”

Ms. Saridaki stated that there were
three major projects reflected in the
2014-2015 school budget which in-
clude $1,071,900 for high school sci-
ence lab renovation; a $120,000 boiler
unit at Brunner Elementary School
and $40,000 for various bathroom
upgrades within the district.

Ms. Saridaki did also state that
budget guidelines for the upcoming
year did include maintaining appro-
priate class size, restoring efforts in
staff development, curriculum im-
provements, continue implementing
technology plans and continue en-
ergy saving and long term mainte-
nance and capital improvement
projects.

Budget presentations open to the
public will be held on Monday, April
7, and Thursday, April 24, prior to
voting to adopt it.

The next Board of  Education meet-
ing is scheduled for March 20, at 7:30
p.m. in the Administration building
on Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.

patched to an emergency scene.
Regarding the EMS division, Mr.

Moran recommended the hiring of
three additional emergency medical
technicians (EMTs) at a total cost of
$102,000. He said additional staffing
would allow EMTs to be available on
weekends and at midnight on week-
days. Mr. Moran said he would also
like to hire a supervising EMT to
oversee and manage the schedule.

During the parks and recreation
discussion, Department of Parks and
Recreation Director Ronald Zuber
said his budget appears higher by
about $4 million, but he noted that
parks maintenance and other items
were transferred to his department
this year. Mr. Zuber said there are five
vacancies in the park maintenance
division and one vacancy at Watchung
Stables. He said he would like to fill
those openings because “there’s a lot
of work out there.”

Mr. Zuber said total parks revenues
exceeded projections by $700,000,
primarily due to golf operations. He
said golf rounds were up more than
110,000 last year despite the hot sum-
mer weather. Mr. Zuber noted the
completion last year of the clubhouse
and banquet hall at the Galloping
Golf Course in Kenilworth as well as
the opening of the Red Knot Restau-
rant at the golf course. He said the
restaurant, which opened in June,
exceeded $900,000 in revenue in its

first seven months of operation.
Mr. Zuber said Trailside’s outreach

program reached over 700 children
in 2013, visiting schools and com-
munity organizations that are unable
to travel to the facility. Mr. Zuber said
extensive discussions with the pro-
gram director at the Watchung Stables
resulted in a “$200,000 swing in in-
creased revenues and reduced ex-
penses.” Mr. Zuber said his depart-
ment will continue to upgrade the
horse trails and build an overhead
shelter to help patrons and camp par-
ticipants cope with the summer heat
conditions.

Warinanco Park in Roselle will
undergo “a major face lift,” Mr. Zuber
said. He said his department will in-
stall a synthetic track and turf field
with lighting capabilities this year to
help “increase the hours of play,” of
the area’s sports teams. Mr. Zuber said
his department will replace the spray
pools with new equipment, renovate
the octagon bathroom facility and in-
stall an irrigation system at Chatfield
Garden. Mr. Zuber said the county
also plans to design and install syn-
thetic turf fields at the following parks:
at Rahway River Park in Rahway and
Clark, Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway; and Mattano Park in Eliza-
beth.

The next two budget hearings will
begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening as
follows: at the Union County admin-
istration building, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, sixth floor, in Elizabeth on
Thursday, March 20, and at the Park
Madison Building in Plainfield, fourth
floor conference room, 200 West Sec-
ond Street, on Tuesday, March 25.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHUSHAN PURIM...Michael Lieberman, dressed as Harry Potter, and his
grandmother enjoy Congregation Beth Israel’s Purim Carnival on Sunday
morning.
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County Budget

he told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that a more detailed analysis will
be done of the conditions of local streets.
The strategy will be similar to
snowplowing in terms of prioritizing,
Mr. Giaimis said.

Fanwood Council President Russell
J. Huegel said “the borough is in rela-
tively good condition” concerning pot-
hole repairs.

“Most of the holes are located in and
around intersections where streets join
together. Last week, I went throughout
the borough with our director of public
works and our borough engineer to
perform a visual survey of the streets,”
Councilman Huegel said.

“For now, due to the varying tem-
peratures, we will be addressing the
few most severe potholes with a cold
patch. Cold patches are temporary, but
they will last until weather conditions
are more favorable for hot asphalt and
a more permanent repair,” he said. “If
any resident wishes to report a pothole
within the borough they can feel free to
contact our public works department
((908) 322-7404) or utilize our website
at www.fanwoodnj.org.”

“We will be looking at every street,
with main roads, streets around the
schools and emergency access streets
being addressed first. Then we’ll move
on to secondary streets and then ter-
tiary streets,” he said.

Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
called filling the high quantity of pot-
holes a “very challenging situation.”

“I am very pleased with our (public
works crew). They have been out on a
regular basis attempting to keep ahead
of storms we have had to repair holes so

that the plows do not make them worse,”
she said. “I am disappointed with the
county, however, as South Avenue (a
county road) is a real mess in certain
locations.”

According to Mountainside Direc-
tor of Public Works Ron Romak, the
borough engineer oversees “an aggres-
sive ongoing maintenance program that
the governing body (borough council)
has enthusiastically supported for
years.”

“In addition, our five-man depart-
ment of public works crew continually
repairs potholes on a batch basis. We
have committed at least five full days to
it in the past month, having applied
around 4,000 pounds of blacktop by
hand to try to keep things in check,” he
said.

Union County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said public works crews also
have been out patching potholes.

“We have crews out in every area
doing repairs as needed [using] coal
patch, since it is too cold to lay hot
asphalt,” Mr. D’Elia said. “And as soon
as the weather breaks, we plan to ad-
dress the worst areas first that we’ve
been able to identify and send crews
out to cut and patch using hot asphalt.”

Area residents can report a pothole
on county roads at http://ucnj.org/re-
port-a-pot-hole/ or on a state road at
http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
commuter/potholeform.shtm.

Fanwood was contacted for this story
but did not respond as of press dead-
line.

Editor’s Note: Fred Rossi, Kate
Browne and Catherine Watson also
contributed to this story.
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Potholes

$14.821 million to be raised via mu-
nicipal property taxes and seeks to
use about $2.7 million in surplus
funds. Mr. Giaimis expects $650,000
in construction code fees and
$154,000 in rents received from tele-
phone companies for the use of town-
ship-owned cell towers. State aid of
$2,227,587 is equal to last year’s
level.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Colleen Gialanella read a
proclamation declaring the week of
March 16 as Girl Scouts Week in
Scotch Plains. The organization is
celebrating the 102nd anniversary of
its founding this month. Several resi-
dents, as well as Mayor Glover and
Councilman Vastine, spoke about
former mayor Joan Papen, who died
last weekend. Councilman Llewellyn
Jones said the board of education is
planning to pave a paper street next to
Brunner School as part of an effort to
improve and make more efficient the
morning drop-off of students.
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SP Council

notice before work affecting their
homes begins. They also will receive
a knock on the door a half hour be-
fore any service shut-offs. Service
shut-offs should never last more than
one hour.

Mr. Bange told the audience that
the project involves no charge to resi-
dents. Repair projects in Fanwood
and the 22 other towns he manages
have been funded by a small charge,
the Distribution Service Improvement
Charge (DSIC), that has appeared on
consumers’ water bills for some time.

The DSIC is approved by the State
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) ev-
ery three to four years and is based
on the size of each payer’s water
meter.

Mr. Bange further assured residents
that any damage to their property
would be restored precisely. “If you
had a tree or a plant, we’re gonna put
it back,” he said. AW also will cover
costs for pipes on a homeowner’s
property that are directly affected by
the project, although the law does not
require the company to do so.

Following the work on Martine,
AW will repave that road, curb-to-
curb. While money to fully repave

other roads is not in AW’s budget, the
company will use state-of-the-art in-
frared technology to repair damage
from its excavations. Infrared is less
expensive and less noisy than tradi-
tional patching solutions and pro-
vides a permanent and seamless fix.

In other news, the council ap-
pointed Michael Lewis to the board
of health, and announced the mem-
bers of the Earth Day Committee,
who will oversee Fanwood’s 25th
Earth Day Celebration on Saturday,
April 26.

Fire Chief John Piccola was named
Volunteer of the Month, and new fire
department member, Chris D’Amico,
received approval. The council also
approved a Length of Service Award
Program for fire department and res-
cue squad members.

The council also resolved to estab-
lish a Complete Streets program in
Fanwood, authorized several road
repair projects, and awarded contracts
to architects and engineers who will
renovate parts of the Carriage House
and do work on the new Forest Road
skate park.

The next meeting of the council
will be on Tuesday, April 1.
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Fanwood Council

low the resumption of normal Mon-
day hours, Mayor Glover said he
would prefer to get a more precise
estimate of the costs of expanded
Monday hours before considering the
added funding.

When the mayor complained that
certain council members were push-
ing for added library funding for po-
litical reasons and for the benefit of
the media, Deputy Mayor Michael
Marcus criticized the mayor’s “ri-
diculous comments” and said he was
“tired of comments about political
posturing.” He said he favors the res-
toration of Sunday hours “for the
residents of Scotch Plains,” adding
that he “resents the fact that every-
thing is being characterized as being
political in nature.”

Eventually, the council did give its
assent to the added $10,000 to the
budget to enable the library to open on
Sundays but put off action on funds
for expanding the Monday hours.

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Kolaya provided the council with data
for 2013, including 21,168 holders
of library cards, more than 17,000 of
which are Scotch Plains residents.
She said there were more than
140,000 visits to the library last year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Library

WF Council Postpones
Budget Presentation

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular
conference session on Tuesday, the
Westfield Town Council announced
that the 2014 municipal budget pre-
sentation to the public and the
council’s subsequent vote to ap-
prove it would be delayed until the
next scheduled town council meet-
ing. Also during the meeting,
Westfield Police Officer Gregory
Penn was sworn in.

“Some of you may remember we
were actually expecting
to introduce our budget
tonight,” stated Town
Administrator James
Gildea. “We’re not do-
ing that tonight. The
state has actually ad-
vised all municipalities
that there will be some
new figures coming out
for the pension bill later
this week. Once we
know what they are, we
will then change our
budget accordingly and
then expect to approve our budget
on [Tuesday] April 1, our next sched-
uled meeting.”

The town’s budget for 2014 will
be approximately $38,745,396. The
owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment
in the Town of Westfield, will see
their taxes increased by $78 for the
year for municipal services.

The increase in spending for the
municipal budget is less than 1 per-
cent, meeting the state’s 2-percent
tax levy cap.

During the public meeting, Of-
ficer Penn was formally sworn in as
the newest member of the Westfield
Police Department by Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky.

A graduate of Brookdale College,
Officer Penn was appointed a
Westfield police officer by the town
on November 11 of last year and
completed the requirements for Po-
lice Training Commission certifica-
tion at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains on De-
cember 10.

Police Chief David Wayman of-
fered comments on the hiring of
Officer Penn, stating, “One of the

most important things one can do as
police chief is the hiring of new
police officers. You’re really creat-
ing a bond or a marriage for the next
25 years or so between the officer
and the police department.

“So we take this very seriously
and we put our applicants through a
very intense interview process…the
purpose of this is to make sure not
only is the officer the best qualified,
but also is the best fit for the Westfield
Police Department.”

Chief Wayman continued, “After
numerous candidate
interviews, we inter-
viewed Officer Penn.
After several inter-
views with him on
separate dates and with
different interview
panels, we decided
Officer Penn would be
the best for the
Westfield Police De-
partment.”

Chief Wayman
stated that Officer Penn
also has a Firefighter 1

certification as well as an emergency
medical technician (EMT) certifica-
tion. Officer Penn currently is in the
police department’s field training
program and will complete that as-
signment in mid-April.

After he was sworn in officially
by Mayor Skibitsky, Officer Penn
thanked the mayor, Chief Wayman
and the town council for hiring him
and added, “This is a lifelong dream
that I’ve worked all I can remember
to get here. I think that my experi-
ence as a firefighter and an EMT
brought me to the level I needed to
become a police officer.”

In other news, the council ap-
proved the demolition of a single-
family dwelling located at 321 Saint
Georges Place and the demolition
of a single-family dwelling and de-
tached garage located at 547 Pierson
Street.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 1, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Officer Gregory Penn

Pubic Invited to Learn About
SP-F Proposed School Budget

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education on March 18 adopted
the Tentative 2014-2015 School Bud-
get for submission to the County De-
partment of Education.

The communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are invited to learn
about the 2014-2015 proposed school
budget. There will be two informa-
tion sessions on the budget. The first
session will take place on Wednes-
day, March 26, at 9 a.m. at the PTA
Council meeting. This information
session is open to the public and will
be held at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education Office lo-
cated on Evergreen Avenue and Ce-
dar Street.

The second presentation will also
be held at the Scotch Plains Fanwood

Board of Education Office on Mon-
day, April 7, at 7:30 p.m.

There will not be a public vote on
the school budget pursuant to Public
Law 2011.

Join School Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Hayes and members of the
Board of Education to hear the pro-
posals that will highlight the district’s
operating budget, including enroll-
ment and staffing needs, educational
initiatives supported by the budget,
facilities projects and the tax impact
of the 2014-2015 school budget. A
copy of the budget presentation is
available at www.spfk12.org.

The Board of Education will meet
on Thursday, April 24, at 8 p.m. for
the final Public Hearing on the 2014-
2015 proposed school budget and
budget adoption.


