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Corrections
An article on the Westfield Recre-

ation Commission in the March 10th
issue incorrectly identified a resident.
The correct name is Richard Elbert.

Also, a report on the Westfield
Board of Education meeting should
have stated that during the time pe-
riod of September 1, 2013 to Decem-
ber 31, 2013 the number of con-
firmed incidents in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools of violence, vandalism,
substance abuse and harassment was
five and the number of confirmed
incidents of harassment, intimidation
and bullying was two.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
ANYONE CAN WHISTLE…In the Westfield High School Theatre Department’s spring musical, Anyone Can Whistle, last
weekend, the notorious crooks of a bankrupt town belt out the song, “I’ve Got You to Lean On” at the top of Act II. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Treasurer Cooley (Daniel Coelho), Chief of Police Magruder (Colin Barry), Comptroller Schub
(Frank Guerriero) and Mayor Cora Hoover Hooper (Madeleine Rosenthal). See story in next week’s edition.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ST. PATTY’S DAY...Decked from head to toe in green, bagpipers perform in the
Union County St. Patrick's Day Parade in Union on Saturday afternoon.

 Photo courtesy of Lorre Korecky
BUDGET DELIBERATION...Westfield Board of Education (BOE) members
deliberate the school budget at the board’s meeting on March 11. Pictured, from
left to right, are: BOE Business Adminstrator Dana Sullivan, and BOE members
Mitch Slater and Ginny Leiz.

Towns, County Working to Fill
Potholes From Winter Storms

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Municipal and
county public works crews have been
out trying to fill the large volume of
potholes caused by the high number
of snowstorms this winter.

Jim Gildea, Westfield town admin-
istrator, said two- to three-man pot-
hole repair crews have been out fill-
ing potholes with hot asphalt.

“We have been trying to keep up
with that (pothole reports) and will
continue to do that,” Mr. Gildea said,
noting that residents have been re-
porting potholes to the town’s pot-
hole hotline, (908) 789-4100, option
3.

He said some roads are in such bad
shape that additional work besides

patching will be necessary. In that
regard, he said the town is looking to
add sections of streets to its list of
roadways to be paved this year as part
of Westfield’s capital budget.

“Sometimes it is beyond patch-
ing,” Mr. Gildea said.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis said the Public Works
Department has been working on
“temporary fixes” to some of the more
significant potholes amidst the win-
ter season. He acknowledged a re-
cent shortage of patching materials
but hoped that the supply was now
back to normal.

Now that the weather is breaking,
he told The Westfield Leader that a
more detailed analysis will be done
of the conditions of local streets. The

strategy will be similar to
snowplowing in terms of prioritiz-
ing, Mr. Giaimis said.

Fanwood Council President Russell
J. Huegel said “the borough is in
relatively good condition” concern-
ing pothole repairs.

“Most of the holes are located in
and around intersections where streets
join together. Last week, I went
throughout the borough with our di-
rector of public works and our bor-
ough engineer to perform a visual
survey of the streets,” Councilman
Huegel said.

“For now, due to the varying tem-
peratures, we will be addressing the
few most severe potholes with a cold
patch. Cold patches are temporary,
but they will last until weather condi-
tions are more favorable for hot as-
phalt and a more permanent repair,”
he said. “If any resident wishes to
report a pothole within the borough
they can feel free to contact our pub-
lic works department ((908) 322-
7404) or utilize our website at
www.fanwoodnj.org.”

“We will be looking at every street,
with main roads, streets around the
schools and emergency access streets
being addressed first. Then we’ll
move on to secondary streets and
then tertiary streets,” he said.

Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
called filling the high quantity of
potholes a “very challenging situa-
tion.”

“I am very pleased with our (public
works crew). They have been out on
a regular basis attempting to keep
ahead of storms we have had to repair
holes so that the plows do not make
them worse,” she said. “I am disap-
pointed with the county, however, as
South Avenue (a county road) is a
real mess in certain locations.”

According to Mountainside Direc-
tor of Public Works Ron Romak, the
borough engineer oversees “an ag-
gressive ongoing maintenance pro-
gram that the governing body (bor-
ough council) has enthusiastically
supported for years.”

“In addition, our five-man depart-
ment of public works crew continu-
ally repairs potholes on a batch basis.
We have committed at least five full
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WF Council Postpones Budget
Presentation; Swears in Officer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —At its regular con-
ference session on Tuesday, the
Westfield Town Council announced
that the 2014 municipal budget pre-
sentation to the public and the
council’s subsequent vote to approve
it would be delayed until the next
scheduled town council meeting. Also
during the meeting, Westfield Police
Officer Gregory Penn was sworn in.

“Some of you may remember we
were actually expecting to introduce
our budget tonight,” stated Town
Administrator James Gildea. “We’re
not doing that tonight. The state has
actually advised all municipalities
that there will be some new figures
coming out for the pension bill later
this week. Once we know what they
are, we will then change our budget
accordingly and then expect to ap-

prove our budget on [Tuesday] April
1, our next scheduled meeting.”

The town’s budget for 2014 will be
approximately $38,745,396. The
owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in
the town of Westfield, will see their
taxes increased by $78 for the year.

The increase in spending for the
municipal budget is less than 1 per-
cent, meeting the state’s 2-percent
tax levy cap.

During the public meeting, Officer
Gregory Penn was formally sworn in
as the newest member of the Westfield

Cranford Continues
Town Budget Hearings
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held its third
round of public budget hearings Tues-
day evening,. The session lasted three
and a half hours before it adjourned
to go into executive session.

Business Administrator Terence
Hall said was to present the final
budget proposal to the committee
last night after this newspaper’s press
deadline.

“Some deductions in some depart-
ments will have to be made,” he said,
but declined to release any figures on
Tuesday evening. Last year’s budget
was $34,303,953.

Warren Korecky and Bill Swisher,
auditors with the firm of Suplee,
Clooney and Co., of Westfield, told
the committee that, this year the man-
dated cap for appropriations is at one
half of one percent. In last year’s
budget it was 2 percent. “The cost of
living adjustment (COLA) for appro-
priations is the lowest I have ever
seen,” Mr. Korecky said.

Monika Jencik, who is a registered
environmental health specialist with

the township’s health department, said
her budget for this year is $214,745
lower than last year’s figure of
$272,308. She said the lower number
is due to the loss of an employee.

“This year the department is oper-
ating with one full-time and one part-
time employee,” she said.

Ms. Jencik also said the depart-
ment has a contract with Westfield,
which costs $79,117 to provide ser-
vices such as shots and health clinics.

Presenting budget requests from
the police department in a power
point presentation were new Police
Chief James Wozniak, Lieutenant Ed
Davenport and Captain Joseph Van
Bergen. The department has 46 po-
lice officers and 10 dispatchers.

The presentation was quite exten-
sive and included salaries and wages,
which was the bulk of the budget,
also maintenance, firearms, uniforms,
professional development and many
other allocations. The proposed de-
partment budget for this year is
$5,063,246 compared to last year’s
budget of $5,168,792. Chief Wozniak
said the department expects to pro-
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Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
NEW OFFICER...Westfield Police Officer Gregory Penn is sworn in by Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky as his mother, Donna Knapp, holds the Bible at the Westfield
Council meeting on Tuesday night.
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Public Safety, Parks Depts.
Present County Budgets

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The second of four
scheduled budget meetings pro-
ceeded on Tuesday. The board’s fis-
cal affairs committee reviewed the
spending requests of the public safety
and parks and recreation departments.
Most of the 90-minute meeting, held
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside, centered on
public safety revenues and expenses.

During the public safety discus-
sion, Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran said revenues in the consumer
affairs division increased last year to
$421,500, up from $85,100 in 2012.
He said the division issued $30,000
in fines to businesses that violated the
Consumer Fraud Act. Mr. Moran said
the division will continue to educate
businesses about changes in regula-
tions in order to help promote volun-
tary compliance with the laws.

Mr. Moran said last year the weights
and measures division cited commer-
cial businesses for 2,716 violations.
He said by fines and registration fees
generated revenues of $206.6 mil-
lion, up from $73.7 million in 2012.
Mr. Moran said his employees. “Go
out and scan to supermarkets and
stores” using a Universal Product
Code scanner to monitor the accu-
racy of pricing and labeling of con-
sumer packages.

 Freeholder Linda Carter asked Mr.
Moran about the division’s increase
in overtime. Mr. Moran replied that
he adjusted employee hours to a 40-

hour work week from 35 hours and
added an additional employee to help
mitigate overtime costs. He said he
expects more man-power hours will
continue to bring in more revenue.

Mr. Moran said the county police
successfully realized state agency
accreditation and recognition by the
Commission on Accreditation for
Law Enforcement Agencies
(CALEA). He noted the department
is one of only six police departments,
out of the 23 in the county, to achieve
such accreditation.

In addition, Mr. Moran said the
police department will continue its
efforts to extend and provide shared
service with municipalities relative
to E-9-1-1 call taking and Fire/Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) dis-
patch.

“Our county-wide EMS mutual aid
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Approves
$12.3 Million Budget
KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE - Mountainside
Borough Council approved a budget
of $12,300,690 at its March 18 meet-
ing, a $375,918 increase from the
2013 budget, which was $11,924,772.
The borough’s budget surplus is ex-
pected to increase to $1,435,000 in
2014 from $1,335,000 in 2013. The
number of borough full- and part-
time employees has been reduced by
one to 64.

The council encouraged residents
to attend the public hearing on the
budget, which will be held at the
municipal building on Tuesday, April
22, at 8 p.m. Copies of the budget are
available for review on the borough’s
website and at the municipal build-

ing and the library.
Mayor Paul Mirabelli and the coun-

cil commended the Police Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) Local 126 for
the recent contract negotiations
which, Councilman Keith Turner
noted, were the smoothest in recent
memory with both sides taking what
he characterized as a constructive
good faith approach to reaching an
agreement in the best interests of the
residents of Mountainside.

The council approved a resolution
to appoint Cynthia West as court ad-
ministrator.

They thanked the Mountainside
Board of Education, the parent vol-
unteers and residents who supported
the March 11, $19.5-million school
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