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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NATIONAL ANTHEM…Michael Nigro sings the National Anthem at the
Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday night.

noise study and noise mitigation
study be conducted, and a swale
to collect runoff.

“We shouldn’t go through this
without trying to modify this,”
resident Frank Krause said.

Mr. Krause also noted that an
environmental science professor
had at one time declared about
six acres to be a natural wetlands
area, and suggested the com-
mittee look into this.

The committee heard prelimi-
nary budget proposals from build-
ing, zoning and planning, parks
and recreation and the tax as-
sessor departments.

Construction Official Richard
Belluscio said he was presenting
two budgets for the building de-
partment, one that was flat and
one with a 2-percent increase for
salaries and wages for depart-
ment heads, including himself.

“I am anticipating over a mil-
lion dollars in revenue,” Mr.
Belluscio said.

“All of our vehicles are over
100,000 miles,” he said. He had
approval last year from the ad-
ministrator to lease a vehicle.

“We have had so many prob-
lems with our vehicles,” he said.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
discussed the zoning board and
planning board budgets. “I tried
to keep everything flat,” he said.

Zoning Board Attorney David
Weeks’ salary and where the line
item fits in the zoning board bud-
get is still up for discussion, he
said.

There also was money bud-
geted in the planning board bud-
get for the new master plan that
is being worked on.

A 2-percent salary increase was
proposed for the Parks and Rec-
reation Department, as presented
by Steve Robertazzi, parks and
recreation director. He also bud-
geted $5,000 for a 50th Anniver-
sary celebration. Operating ex-
penses stayed the same, he said.

The tax assessor’s budget in-
cluded a line item for payment of

the office assistant’s college
courses as she works her way to
be certified, with the idea that
she could one day take over as
tax assessor, Township Tax As-
sessor Peter Barnett said.

Last year the department had a
20-percent increase in posting and
printing costs and it had been
accounted for in this year’s bud-
get. “Rates are going up,” he said.

Mr. Krause also commented
that he thought the plans for the
entrance and exit of the Two
River Bank being built on the
corner of North Avenue and Lin-
coln Avenue is a safety concern.
He thought the setbacks need to
be further back and that the en-
trance and exit should be re-
versed from what is planned.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor

said the street parking along Lin-
coln Park East near the Mill is a
public safety issue. “The parking
along that curb is so bad. It
narrows the street so bad,” she
said. She had spoken to some
residents there who have said
they believe it is a safety concern
and also affects their ability to
enjoy their yards.

The bids for the North Side train
station project are expected to be
received by Thursday, April 3,
Township Engineer Marsden said.

The de-snagging and de-silting
of the Rahway River in the town-
ship has begun, Mr. Marsden said.
He also said repair work on the
High Street Tunnel is expected to
begin by the middle of next week.
“Hopefully, it is a five-day job,”
Mr. Marsden said.

Cranford Historical Society
To Celebrate Quilts Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present
“American Quilts and Their His-
tory” with Gail Small this Sun-
day, March 16, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. The pro-
gram will begin at 2:15 p.m.

This quilting program will high-
light three different times in
American history. Attendees will
hear about the first designs used
in patchwork blocks; learn why
colonial women loved quilting
bees, and what they talked about
during the Migration Westward
from 1830 to 1860. Participants
also will learn how, during the
American Civil War, women on
both sides of the conflict raised
money for the war.

Additionally, attendees will hear
about when the first sewing ma-
chine was patented; the avail-
ability of the first mail-order cata-
logs and, finally, why the 1920s

was an exciting time for women
but how things changed during
the depression of the 1930s. The
program also will cover how the
sewing machine was modern-
ized and the first publication of
quilt patterns in newspapers.

Ms. Small is a member of the
State Quilt Guild of New Jersey,
as well as a professional speaker,
quilter and historian. She will
show several of her most unique
quilts during this event and ex-
plain the various techniques.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a seat, call the
Historical Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or send an e-mail to
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit
organization, has been dedicated
to the preservation and perpetu-
ation of Cranford’s history. For
more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Cranford Considers Opposing UCC Athletic Field

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club will present
“Breakfast with the Bunny” on
Saturday, April 5, at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue. Two seating
times are planned, the first at
9:30 a.m. and the second at 11
a.m.

Parents and children alike will
be able to enjoy a light breakfast

and children can make a cute
craft and have their photo taken
with the Easter Bunny. Tickets
are required for both parents
and children.

Advance tickets will be avail-
able for purchase through Mon-
day, March 31, from the Cranford
Public Library or Periwinkle’s Gifts
for $6 each or online at
cranfordjwc.com for $7 (there is
a $1 convenience fee for tickets
purchased online). Tickets pur-
chased online will be available
for pickup at the door.

Seating is limited. Interested
persons are encouraged to pur-
chase their tickets as soon as
possible to ensure their desired
seating time is available. All tick-
ets are non-refundable. Proceeds
will benefit the Cranford Junior
Woman’s Club Scholarship Fund,
which is open to any Cranford
resident graduating from high
school in 2014. For more infor-
mation, e-mail
cranfordjwc@yahoo.com.
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