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16 as Girl Scout Week, giving a
resolution to Kristen and Desiree
Santos.

“There are more than 1,000
Girl Scouts in Cranford. Maybe
one of them will be the next
chief of police,” said Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola in his
commissioner remarks.

Commissioner D’Ambola also
announced that 20 tons of as-
phalt has been used to fill pot-
holes in the township. He told
residents to go online to
SeeClickFix.com to report any
potholes or other areas of disre-
pair.

Roadway reconstruction will
begin once the weather turns
warmer. Herning Avenue is one
of the roadways slated for re-
surfacing, Mr. D’Ambola said.

 Residents of Colby Lane are
banding together to oppose the

athletic field proposed by Union
County College (UCC), resident
Barbara Krause said during the
conference portion of the meet-
ing.

The township committee had
discussed proposing a resolu-
tion that would have the town-
ship oppose the athletic field
UCC has plans to build in what is
now a 4.2-acre wooded area
along Gallows Hill Road, during
the workshop meeting Monday.

Union County’s proposed bud-
get included a $3-million in-
crease in debt service due to
improvements of the Cranford
campus of UCC, Mrs. Krause said.
“We are paying for it — no doubt,”
Mrs. Krause said. An electronic
copy of the proposed plans can
be downloaded at goleader.com/
cranford.

Resident Leo McMahon asked

tory on South Avenue.
The tax increase is less than

half of last year’s $95 per home
assessed at $100,000. It also is
less than a third of the initial tax
impact of $156 formulated by
the committee, comprised of Ms.
Todisco, Louis Petruzzelli and
Mike Martin. Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns,
auditor Warren Korecky and Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
provide input.

Some of the biggest offsets in
the budget were about $41,000
in lower payments to the police
pension fund, set by the state,
and $14,000 in lower utility costs,
a savings Mr. Petruzzelli attrib-
uted to retrofitting the borough
with energy-efficient lighting.

The borough has seen a tax
increase every year since 2001,
Ms. Bruns said, and although the
smallest increase in 12 years
was welcome by most, Council-
man Jim Mathieu sounded less
than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of
neighbor, a second generation
Garwood resident, who lost his
job and was forced to sell his
home on which he paid $9,300 in
property taxes. His home has
dropped in asking price from “the
3’s” to at last look, $279,000.
The neighbor’s broker has told
the seller that the home’s prop-
erty taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to
see people chased out. So for-
give me if I don’t break out into
the congratulations.”
The budget includes a 1.75 per-
cent raise for all of the borough’s
non-union employees. Ms.
Todisco asked for the council’s
input on the raise, as she did on
increasing the volunteer
firefighters’ and ambulance per-
sonnel Length of Service Award
Program (LOSAP) payments.

The LOSAP payments have not

increased since the program was
enacted in 2000, and the com-
mittee recommended the maxi-
mum hike of about $450, or 38
percent, to $1,589 per person
who qualifies.

The recommendation added
about $20,000 to the LOSAP pro-
gram to bring it to more than
$48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism re-
garding employee salaries. Coun-
cil President Ann Palmer said she
would support an across-the-
board 1.75 increase. However,
Mr. Mathieu suggested parsing
individual employee compensa-
tion and suggested that if an
employee received a raise in the
past year or two, than he or she
should forego one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“I’m torn, because I support it. In
concept I support it. But I know
that, unfortunately, in this
economy, until the banks open
up their pockets, no one’s get-
ting raises. I know (JP Morgan
Chase Chief Executive Officer)
Jamie Dimon got a big raise. But
no one else is getting them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by say-
ing he probably will end up vot-
ing for the across-the-board pay
increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Gov-
ernment Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5
percent or the state-determined
cost of living allowance (or COLA),
whichever is lower. The COLA for
this year is .5 percent.

Since the budget increase of
1.21 percent exceeds the COLA,
the cap law only permits the
council to exceed the limits by
passing an ordinance. The cap
law allows the ordinance to per-
mit a 3.5 percent spending in-
crease. That means the council

would spend 1.21 percent of a
3.5 percent increase, leaving
2.29 percent in a “cap bank” that
can be factored into the budget
over the next two years.

The concept of the cap bank
drew an immediate objection
from Mr. Mathieu, who asked if
the spending increase could be
limited to the 1.21 percent. Mr.
Korecky said he did not know but
would check.

Despite the objection, other
members of the council voiced
support, with Ms. Palmer saying
that since there was no intention
to exceed the 1.21 percent, she
had no problem with it. The coun-
cil voted 5-1, with Mr. Mathieu
the lone dissenter, to introduce
the measure.

The budget will be formally in-
troduced at the semi-monthly
regular meeting on March 25
with a vote possible no sooner
than 28 days later.

Garwood Municipal Budget to Increase $154,433

how much is being paid in legal
fees for lawsuits filed with the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA).

“We are completely in the dark,”
Mayor Kalnins said. He said he
reached out to Mark Dugan, the
RVSA representative for
Cranford, and Mr. Dugan told
him he could not share much
information because of “legal
strategies.”

Mayor Kalnins said he would
have Mr. Dugan provide an up-
date at a meeting after the town-
ship budget process is finalized.

RVSA is in the midst of various
lawsuits.

Mr. McMahon also questioned
the movement of township capi-
tal reserves for tax rebates. “The
amount that was returned needs
to be used for debt service,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

James Wozniak Sworn in as Cranford Chief of Police
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CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed proposing
a resolution that would have the
township oppose the athletic field
Union County College (UCC) has
plans to build in what is now a
4.2-acre wooded area along Gal-
lows Hill Road, during the
committee’s workshop meeting
Monday.

“It is a forest. It is acres of
trees. It is horrible to look at this
and say they are going to take
them all down,” Township Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola said the college
should be looking at other areas
within the county to build the
athletic field. The township is
concerned that the cutting down

of 4.2 acres of trees would im-
pact flooding in the area.

Mr. D’Ambola also said the col-
lege is planning to construct an-
other building on the college
property.

 Cranford Township has no ju-
risdiction over what the college
builds on its property because it
is a public institution, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“We have provided comments
to them, bringing up flood, waste
water, runoff,” Mayor Kalnins
said. Colby Lane is less than a
hundred feet from the tract of
land, he said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. had sent a letter to
UCC last month requesting a tree
replacement ratio of three to one,
a buffer of evergreens along the
residential area of Colby Lane, a

CF Considers  Opposing
UCC Athletic Field
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