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that. But I thought I have to do
something big. I went for the
head and wrapped up that cradle.
I was trying to get the fall, but his
hands kept blocking my knees,”
Cappello explained.

McIntyre, however, was pretty
crafty as a leg control wrestler
and constantly kept trying to

catch Cappello in nearfalls dur-
ing the third period but to no
avail.

“I knew he was coming with the
legs, so every time I tried to bait
him and stuck my leg out so he
would go for it. Then I would
underhook his leg and was trying
to stick my head under, so I CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

could slip out the back. But he
had my other leg, so I couldn’t do
much from that. It ended up
being a stalemate a couple of
times,” Cappello said.

His first bout in front of a crowd
of over 9,212 people did not
seem to faze him like it has to so
many wrestlers competing in AC
for the first time.

“In my mind, the bigger the
better. I like big places. The
smaller places get me,” Cappello
said.

After dropping a 3-1, two over-
time bout to Jordan Pagano
(Bergen Catholic) in the pre-
quarterfinals, Cappello
decisioned Tom Nolan (Highland
Regional), 9-2, then lost, 3-0, to
Tim Liquori (Jackson Liberty) in
the second round wrestleback.

Cougar freshman Tom
DiGiovanni recorded a pair of
takedowns and two escapes to
defeat Evan Drill (Somerville),
6-2, then after losing via major
decision to Kareem Askew

goals and exceeded others,
Cranford wrestling is still up and
coming but we are no longer
under the radar, there was a
large following of parents, fam-
ily, friends and alumni cheering
our three wrestlers on. It was

(Clifton) in the pre-quarterfinals,
he lost, 5-4, to Dan Kee (Lake-
land).

“The goals I outlined earlier in
the year were to be successful
we need to win the district team
title put ten kids to the region
and put kids on the podium. I am
happy to say we reached those

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devil John Fuller 113-lbs Cougar Tom DiGiovanni 113-lbs

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs
Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs


