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2013
STARLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 2-5
June 30-Aug. 1 
Mon - Fri   8:30 -12:30pm 
Dance, voice and acting 
Show: ALADDIN KIDS

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 6-9 
June 30-August 1  
Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 plus
Afternoon Stage Craft Program Avail
Dance, voice and acting 
Show:SHREK THE MUSICAL

CENTER STAGE
Grades 9-12 by audition
June 30 to August 3 
Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30 
Dance, Voice, & Acting 
Auditions March 1-9th
Two fully staged shows: 
RENT & A ROAD TRIP

PCPAPINEDA CONSERVATORY

2014 ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:
CRANFORD DRAMATIC  CLUB THEATRE

 www.pinedaconservatory.com

Last season 
shows:

101 Dalmations
Little Mermaid
Guys & Dolls

WAA to Host The
‘Gardner Heist Gossips’

tion that might accompany his
character’s affliction.

Ms. Kuras makes her character of
the mother loathsome in Act I by being
wonderfully condescending and sar-
castic; she hurls insults faster than Cu-
pid can shoots arrows on Valentine’s
Day. Ms. Kuras could not be more
terrific in her diction, body language
and demeanor as the uptight writer of
the children’s books about “Little
Donny Dark.” We learn in Act II her
reasoning for writing the books that
Don came to hate. And then we come to
embrace her because, like her son, we
now understand her.

Authentically spot-on, costumes by
Doris Dias help set the piece firmly in
the ‘70s, and musical interludes during
scene changes blast out tunes from that
bygone decade. A sturdy, functional
set by Bill McMeekan includes an up-
per bunk bed which provides more
acting space and visual variations.

Adjustment and self-awareness are
two aspects of moving on in life. That
awareness, like Socrates says, could
mean knowing yourself and, in turn,
understanding others.
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Butterflies

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) will host the
“Gardner Heist Gossips” by Charles
Vincent Sabba – fine artist and police
officer on Saturday, March 15.

If you have not heard about the
Gardner Heist, or if you thought you
knew all there was to know about it,
attend the presentation and discover
that you really did not know very
much at all about it until now.

For the last 20 years, Charles Sabba
has divided his life between being a
career law enforcement officer and
an artist. As an artist he got particu-
larly involved in conducting visual
investigations into the underworld of
art and art crimes. While conducting
these visual art theft investigations,
Mr. Sabba has traveled to Boston,
London, Amsterdam, Rome and be-
yond to meet with both notorious art
thieves and world renowned art theft
investigators who posed for him to
paint their portraits.

Mr. Sabba has paid particular at-
tention to the infamous Isabella

Stewart Gardner Museum heist over
the last 23 years and has befriended
both the major suspects and investi-
gators involved in the case. In this
artist discussion Mr. Sabba will shed
light on this on going mystery of a
robbery that resulted in the loss of
over $500 million dollars in master-
pieces including works by Vermeer,
Rembrandt, Manet and Degas.

This presentation will take place
from 1 – 4 p.m. at the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The Community Room is
handicapped-accessible and the pre-
sentation is open to the public. The
presentation is free for WAA mem-
bers. A $10 donation at the door is
requested from each non-member.

For additional information, visit
Charles Sabba’s website at
www.yourbrushwiththelaw.com and
the WAA website at
www.westfieldartassociation.org.
Note that this presentation is on Sat-
urday, not on Sunday.

MUSEUM HEIST...On Saturday, March 15, the Westfield Art Association will
host the “Gardner Heist Gossips” by Charles Vincent Sabba, above, a fine artist
and police officer.

Art Experiences Offered at
NJWA Summer Workshop

WESTFIELD – Whether the young
artist is inspired by the great masters,
the world around him or by his own
imagination, there is an appropriate art
course offered at the 2014 NJWA Sum-
mer Workshop to enhance that creativ-
ity.

Students who are in the “Young Ex-
plorers Workshop,” for those entering
junior kindergarten or kindergarten in
the fall, and those who are enrolled in
the “First Grade Adventurers,” will be
exposed to a wide variety of age-appro-
priate arts and crafts.

Students in grades 2 to 8 have a
choice of specific courses in the art
department. “Art Moves You” will use
unique 2D and 3D materials to create
artwork that reflects the movement of
the artist. In “Edible Art,” food pro-
vides a distinctive artistic medium to
create distinguishing sculptures.
“Sculpting in Clay” is a hands-on ex-
ploration into the world of clay as a
kinetic sculpture from initial design to
glazing.

“Global Art” allows students to travel
around the world as they explore art
from various places and time periods,
while “Weird Art New Jersey” will
concentrate on the unusual marvels
that exist across the state. “Mix It Up”
is a multi-media course that will focus
on the collage process as participants
incorporate a variety of traditional and
unusual materials into their personal
artwork.

Budding artists can also experience
“Art of the Past,” where they will ex-
plore materials, techniques and styles
from the most significant periods in the
history of art. “Art of the Future” is a
multi-media examination of unusual
and edgy concepts used by contempo-
rary artists.

The art curriculum was designed by
NJWA Summer Workshop Art Direc-
tor Shawn McCabe, who holds a BA
degree in Art History and Studio Art
from Gettysburg College and a Mas-
ters in Art Education and Fine Arts
Certification from Kean University.
During the school year, Mr. McCabe is
an art teacher at Woodcliff Lake Middle
School.

In addition to the art curriculum, the
Workshop offers classes in science,
robotics, LEGO Education, language
arts, dance and music. The three week
program will be held at Roosevelt In-
termediate School, 301 Clark Street,
Westfield, from Monday, July 7, to
Friday, July 25, from 8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. An optional early morning
drop-off is available, as well as a full
day of programming in conjunction
with the Westfield YMCA.

Courses at the Workshop are taught
by degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and profes-
sional artists A registered nurse is also
on staff during the regular workshop
hours.

To view, download or print the 2014
NJWA Summer Workshop brochure
and application, visit us on-line at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
Completed applications should be
mailed or delivered to the address indi-
cated on the form.

The NJWA Summer Workshop is a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501 (c) 3 non- profit
organization. For additional informa-
tion about the summer program, please
call (908) 518-1551, e-mail
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.comor
visit the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts studios at 150-152 E. Broad Street,
Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
STRUMMING HIS TUNE…In the
Westfield Community Players’ pro-
duction of Butterflies are Free, Don
(Ross Pohling) plays his composition
for next door neighbor and new-found
love interest Jill (Sherilyn Morse). The
comic romance opened last weekend
and runs weekends through March.

ART WORKSHOP...Above is an example of the art work produced at the
previous year’s New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Summer Workshop. The 2014
program will be held this July at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield.

Celebration Singers to Host
75th Anniversary Gala

KENILWORTH — The Celebra-
tion Singers will celebrate a rich his-
tory of 75 years of entertaining the
community with a 75th Anniversary
Gala on Friday, March 21, at the Gal-
loping Hills Golf Club, 3 Golf Drive,
Kenilworth. This black tie optional
anniversary gala will feature a cocktail
hour beginning at 7 p.m. followed by
dinner, dancing, and a live auction.

Auction items include a golf four-
some at Galloping Hill Golf Course,
HDTV/surround sound entertainment
package sponsored by Sports Illus-
trated, a weekend sailing trip in New
Jersey, private music session with ac-
companist, James Lubrano, and an all-
inclusive Caribbean trip. There will
also be a live performance by The
Celebrations Singers honoring this mo-
mentous occasion.

The community is invited to attend
this special event in support of The
Celebration Singers. Individual tickets
are $150 and may be purchased by
visiting www.celebration-singers.org/
75thGala website or by calling 75th
Anniversary Chair Stephanie Silvestri
at (908) 241-8200.

The Celebration Singers has been a
proud member of the community for
75 years It continues to develop rela-
tionships with local businesses for the
betterment of our community. There
are several opportunities to sponsor
this event. The sponsorships range
from tickets to the gala, ad space in the
spring concert program, and even the
opportunity to arrange for a private

caroling concert from home or for an
office event.

All sponsorship levels will be rep-
resented on the evening of the event
on screen during cocktail hour and in
the dining area, as well as on the
organizations Facebook page and
website.

In addition to the annual winter
holiday and spring concerts, the Cel-
ebration Singers support the commu-
nity by volunteering its voices at nu-
merous events, including local me-
morials, hospital caroling and enter-
taining the elderly at local senior cen-
ters, to name just a few.

In honor of their 75th Anniversary,
they recently held their first annual
blood drive, where they entertained
the blood donors with small groups
performing throughout the day.

For more information on sponsor-
ships, as well as ticket information,
visit www.celebration-singers.org/
75thGala.

Funding for the Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs. For more information, please
visit our website at celebration-
singers.org, or email us at
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.

tems. They regularly play in stations
such as Grand Central, Times Square,
Rockefeller Center, Columbus Circle,
and Penn Station, hoping to reach as
many people as possible with their love
of chamber music.

The musicians spoke about this ex-
perience, as well as their backgrounds
and training in a question and answer
period following the concert. “It was a
treat to have the Washington Square
Winds at the library to help us welcome
in our new Sunday hours and great to
see such a big turnout,” commented
Dan Weiss, FML Director.

“The support of the Friends of the
Library makes it possible to bring such
a high level of quality programming to
the community,” continued Mr. Weiss.

“On behalf of the attendees, [I’d like
to thank] the quintet for a delightful

afternoon of music at the library,” said
Carol Campell, Friends of FML Presi-
dent.

“The appreciative crowd of almost
50 people were treated to a diverse
program. [and] we are lucky to enjoy
such a rich musical experience,” she
added.

For more information about Wash-
ington Square Winds and their upcom-
ing performances visit
www.washingtonsquarewinds.org.

The Friends of the Library will be
holding its annual membership drive in
April. Volunteers are urgently needed
and anyone with an interest in helping
the library is encouraged to contact
FML.

To learn about future Friends’ pro-
grams, call the library at (908) 323-
6400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org.
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Washington Square Winds

Whistle Features Complex
Musical Arrangement

WESTFIELD — Not every high
school musical can boast a 26-member
live orchestra. But that is exactly what
audiences will enjoy at Westfield High
School’s upcoming production,
Stephen Sondheim’s Anyone Can
Whistle.

The orchestra for this madcap ro-
mantic comedy includes 15 of the top
music students at the high school. The
rest are teachers in the Westfield School
District music department and profes-
sionals with backgrounds that include
Broadway and the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn.

Tickets for Anyone Can Whistle are
$12. Reserved-seating tickets are on
sale at www.showtix4u.com until 3
p.m. on show days, and also available
at the door.

Anyone Can Whistle will be per-
formed on Thursday, March 13; Fri-
day, March14; and Saturday, March
15. All shows are at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westfield High School Auditorium.

The 1964 musical is filled with show-
stopping songs and dance numbers. Its
plot centers on a small-town mayor
whose scheme to profit from a local
“miracle” is sidetracked by an idealis-
tic nurse, a charming doctor and the
residents of the town’s mental asylum,

known as “the cookies.”
Some of the show’s more famous

songs include “There Won’t Be Trum-
pets,” “Me and My Town,” “Anyone
Can Whistle” and “A Parade in Town.”

The student musicians are chosen by
recommendation from the school’s
band and orchestra teachers. They are:
Kristin Hauge (Accordion); Andrew
Zhou (Cello B); Gabby Bleich,
Caroline King, Michaela Winberg
(Cello C); Sarah Morton (Horn 2);
Alex DiFabio (Drum Set/Percussion);
Jake Barrow (Auxiliary Percussion/
Mallet Percussion); Shea Fitzpatrick
(Reed 1); Alistair Kapadia, Edwin Gee,
Matt Nuzzo (Reed 5); Sam Krause
(Trombone 2/Tuba); David Gruskin
and Dale Beyert (Trumpet 3). Adult
musicians are Bill Thoman (Bass);
Patty Gonsky (Cello A); Brent Geyer
(Cello B); Leah Jones (Horn 1); Nancy
Vanderslice (Reed 2); John DiSanto
(Reed 3); Ryan Wiemken (Reed 4);
Gerry Wells (Trombone 1); George
Nimmo (Trumpet 1); and Dave
DeRienzo (Trumpet 2).

In honor of the “cookies” that ap-
pear in the show, at each performance
one lucky audience member will win
a free tray of cookies, courtesy of
Bovella’s Bakery in Westfield.

IN REHEARSAL...The orchestra for Westfield High School’s Anyone Can
Whistle rehearses with Musical Director John Brzozowski. Anyone Can Whistle
will be performed on Thursday, March 13; Friday, March 14; and Saturday,
March 15. All shows are at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High School Auditorium.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Non-Stop” — In the Jet Scream
2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Just in case coffee, assorted world cri-
ses and the increasingly callous behavior of
obnoxious fellow motorists are not making
you nervous enough, director Jaume Collet-
Sera has concocted “Non-Stop.” Fraught
with tension and some of your worst appre-
hensions realized, it offers folks an enter-
taining rationale not to relinquish their fear
of flying.

Starring at the center of this taut high
wire act, Liam Neeson is Bill Marks, a
beleaguered air marshal whose personal
baggage has been weighing him down of
late. So when an extortion scheme at 30,000
feet makes for lots of emotional turbulence,
his ability to handle matters becomes ques-
tionable. The usual cast of sundry disaster
participants are aboard to judge, aid, abet,
rile and generally freak out when push
comes to shove.

But gosh, we sure hope Julianne Moore’s
Jen Summers, a seemingly sweet gal, has
nothing to do with the text Marks receives
shortly after takeoff. Come up with $150 M
to be deposited in an offshore account or
someone will be killed every twenty min-
utes. I mean, she practically begged for the
window seat right next to our troubled
lawman.

But then there’s also the abrasive N.Y.
cop, a couple-three nerds, the doctor in
Arab garb, a computer guru, and just about
every clichéd passenger who’s been travel-
ing this timeworn route since even before
the first Orient Express chugged out of
Constantinople.

Of course, lest the routine executions
don’t adequately drive home the
perpetrator’s resolve, there’s also a
Damocles sword in the form of the ticking
bomb that’s discovered in a briefcase. Oh
my…what’s an alcoholic, divorced and
forlorn peace officer to do?

Well, he anguishes a lot, and quite con-
vincingly, too, though he’s never really Bill
Marks, but rather Liam Neeson demon-
strating how a seasoned pro can rise above
even the most convoluted and stereotypical
scenarios and win our empathy in the bar-
gain. Gee…it better not be him that’s be-
hind it all. Well, that’s what the authorities
back on terra firma soon surmise…which,
predictably enough, is why they won’t help
him.

Alas, as deserted as Gary Cooper in
“High Noon” (1952), whatever heroic in-
stincts we hope might lie beneath his per-
vading self-doubt must come to the fore or
surely it’s oxygen masks, horrific plum-
meting, ghastly screaming and well, you
know.

Director Collet-Sera tightens the knot of
suspense until we can practically hear the
rope fibers crackling. Mr. Neeson reflects
the impending calamity via a spectrum of

worry wrinkles and grimaces usually re-
served for shocked parents of teenagers
whilst bleating, “You did what?!”

Various cinematic ploys up the nerve-
wracking ante by reminding that the cast
and we vicariously involved spectators are
defying gravity in what is essentially a large
sardine can.

Adding a skosh of quirkiness, suspicion,
encouragement and attractive window
dressing, Julianne Moore’s Jen Summers is
that lady with an uncertain past, intrigu-
ingly philosophical by virtue of those bumps
and bruises we speculate she’s endured.
Worth noting, Ms. Moore has gracefully
managed to remain a formidable siren to
her aging peer group while successfully
transitioning to character roles that nicely
illustrate her range.

Now, about the game that is afoot. While
such suspense yarns aren’t my favorite cup
of adrenalin, “Non-Stop” is a relatively
durable example of the genre. However,
please know that, because I rarely guess
whatever it is you’re supposed to guess, and
can’t fathom ever penning a sleuther my-
self, I tend to be impressed with the crafti-
ness of the better thrill purveyors. Do they
write the ending first?

In any case, one caveat I insist on when
judging the pedigree of such fare must
satisfy what I’ve termed Goldberger’s
Hansel and Gretel Barometer of Cliffhanger
Evaluation. In essence, has the screenwriter
scattered enough plot crumbs so that those
so inclined can solve the mystery? Even
“The Usual Suspects” (1995), the iconic
granddaddy of modern puzzlers, supplies a
proper smattering of clues…although I had
about as much luck spotting them as I did
passing organic chemistry. Here, “Non-
Stop” is disingenuous.

Unless you consider shady behavior hint
enough, which would mean almost every-
one in politics and law would ostensibly be
a suspect, as well as make for a rather
overbooked flight, this picture fails the
Hansel and Gretel. The climax appears as if
it were hurried in from left field and plopped
in place the last minute.

Still, our better instincts make us fans of
redemption. So while the movie does af-
ford one the opportunity of calling out the
culprit’s identity with the conceited joy of
a “Jeopardy” viewer, there are finer notions
neatly enmeshed within the albeit imper-
fect fabric of the highly pressurized screen-
play. Thus, even filmgoers with an express
interest in “Non-Stop’s” action are bound
to make a sympathetic connection with its
put-upon protagonist.

…
“Non-Stop,” rated PG-13, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Jaume Collet-
Sera and stars Liam Neeson, Julianne Moore
and Michelle Dockery. Running time: 106
minutes

YOUNG ARTISTS …Jessica Gural of Milltown, Emily Wexler of Scotch Plains,
Karolyn Gonzalez of Plainfield and Ayan Ahmed of Scotch Plains, students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, join Upper School art instructor Gale
Goldman at the reception at 35th annual duCret School of Art High School
Competition in Plainfield on February 28.


