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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BIPARTISAN PARTY...Dignitaries gather at the Westfield home of Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) during a Meet and Greet on Monday night.
Pictured, left to right, are: Former Governor Don DiFrancesco, Asm. Bramnick,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21, Westfield), Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) and Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky.

Photo courtsey of Tom Kranz
IRISH JIG...Irish dancers entertain the crowd at the Fanwood St. Patrick’s Day
fundraiser held at the north side train station on Saturday.
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Garwood Municipal Budget
To Increase $154,433

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Garwood
homeowners would see their prop-
erty tax increase by about $44 under
the budget put forth by the borough
council’s finance committee, a hike
Chairwoman Sara Todisco says is the
smallest in 12 years.

The figure is 1.21 percent more
than 2013 for a home assessed at
$100,000 value and is the result of a
$7.6-million budget that was unveiled
March 6 at a special meeting of the
council. The budget is $154,433 more
than a year ago.

Among the biggest increases in the
55-page document were about
$37,000 for a total of $535,366 for
the Raritan Valley Sewerage Author-
ity, $55,000 for various contractual
obligations and $25,000 in additional
employee health care costs.

It also included an additional
$46,000 for the implementation of
affordable housing plans and rede-
velopment “reflected in studies and
plans shown on the planning board
budget,” Ms. Todisco said, as well as
the hiring of a 16th police officer to

begin work mid-year.
“Some increases in this budget re-

flect the need and desire of the coun-
cil to make additions, or changes, to
improve Garwood,” she said.

The hiring of the additional police
officer, Ms. Todisco said, will be es-
pecially helpful when the Westfield
senior housing building is completed
at the site of the old St. Anne’s School
on Second Avenue. It will also be
beneficial when hoped-for redevel-
opment occurs at the abandoned in-
dustrial properties of the Garwood
Paperboard plant on North Avenue
and the Casale Industries sheet metal
factory on South Avenue.

The tax increase is less than half of
last year’s $95 per home assessed at
$100,000. It also is less than a third of
the initial tax impact of $156 formu-
lated by the committee, comprised of
Ms. Todisco, Louis Petruzzelli and
Mike Martin. Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns, auditor
Warren Korecky and Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma provide input.

Some of the biggest offsets in the
budget were about $41,000 in lower

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP THE RANKS…James Wozniak is sworn in as chief of police at the Cranford Township Committee meeting
on Tuesday night, as his family looks on. Chief Wozniak has served on the Cranford police force for 25 years.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET QUESTIONS...Garwood Auditor Warren Korecky and CFO/Trea-
surer Sandy Bruns answer questions from Garwood Borough Council members
regarding the 2014 budget during the meeting on March 6.
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James Wozniak Sworn In
As Cranford Chief of Police

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Captain James
Wozniak was advanced to the posi-
tion of police chief with the oath of
office administered by Municipal
Court Judge Mark Cassidy during
the Cranford Township Committee
meeting Tuesday night.

Supported by a packed Town Hall
of family, friends and colleagues,
Chief Wozniak said, “The real rea-
son why I stand here tonight is in a
word — community.”

He quoted Albert Einstein in his
speech, saying, “Try not to become

a man of success, but rather try to
become a man of value.”

Chief Wozniak has served on the
Cranford Police Department for 25
years and is a lifelong resident of
Cranford. His uncle was a captain
on the Cranford police force. He
becomes the 10th police chief in the
143 years that Cranford has had a
police department. He noted the
irony of that by holding up his foot-
ball team jersey with the number 10
when he played for the Cranford
High School football team.

The ceremony included an invoca-
tion by the Reverend John McGovern,

a flag salute led by the police and fire
honorary color guard, the National
Anthem sung by high-school student
Michael Nigro, remarks by Mayor
Andis Kalnins, a policeman’s prayer
by youth Chris Scorese and “God
Bless America” sung by Patrol Officer
Kelly Rieder.

“James Wozniak has been and
will be dedicated to the Township
of Cranford and our children,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Following the oath of office and a
short break, Mayor Kalnins an-
nounced March 9 through March
16 as Girl Scout Week, giving a
resolution to Kristen and Desiree
Santos.

“There are more than 1,000 Girl
Scouts in Cranford. Maybe one of
them will be the next chief of po-
lice,” said Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola in his commissioner re-
marks.

Commissioner D’Ambola also
announced that 20 tons of asphalt
has been used to fill potholes in the
township. He told residents to go
online to SeeClickFix.com to re-
port any potholes or other areas of
disrepair.

Roadway reconstruction will be-
gin once the weather turns warmer.
Herning Avenue is one of the road-
ways slated for resurfacing, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

 Residents of Colby Lane are
banding together to oppose the ath-
letic field proposed by Union
County College (UCC), resident
Barbara Krause said during the con-
ference portion of the meeting.

The township committee had dis-
cussed proposing a resolution that
would have the township oppose
the athletic field UCC has plans to
build in what is now a 4.2-acre
wooded area along Gallows Hill
Road, during the workshop meet-
ing Monday.

Union County’s proposed budget
included a $3-million increase in
debt service due to improvements
of the Cranford campus of UCC,
Mrs. Krause said. “We are paying

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mountainside $19.5 Million School
Bond Referendum Passes

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Voters on
Tuesday passed a $19.5-million school
bond referendum by a tally of 911 yes
votes to 189 no votes. The 1,100 votes
represent a 23-percent turnout among
the 4,744 registered voters in the bor-
ough. With the funds, the community
will make several infrastructure im-
provements to the Deerfield and
Beechwood schools.

Deerfield School, which is home to
the district’s third through eighth grad-
ers, will have its heating system con-
verted from steam and electric to an
energy-efficient hot water system. A
new HVAC system will be installed in
the main office, gym and cafeteria. In
addition, the lighting and security sys-
tems will be updated, roofs and win-
dows replaced and the audio visual
and information technology systems
will be upgraded.

Improvements at Beechwood

School will include replacement of
the roof. Security and safety upgrades
will be made, including the public
address and burglar alarm systems.
The facility’s drainage will be im-
proved and the IT/AV and lighting
will all be upgraded.

After hearing the results, Board of
Education member Dante Goia stated,
“I am proud to live in Mountainside.
Today is a great day for all our stu-
dents and for the entire community.”

Wendy Caccamo, the volunteer
chairwoman of the Mountainside Citi-
zens Advisory Committee; Board of
Education member Jeane Parker and
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky thanked several dozen par-
ents who had gathered in Borough
Hall to wait for the referendum re-
sults.

With the passage of the referen-
dum, the state will fund $7.9 million

Westfield BOE OK’s
Tentative Budget

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation, on Tuesday evening, adopted
the tentative $99,519,567 budget
for the 2014-2015 school year.

This budget must now be submit-
ted to the Union County executive
superintendent by Thursday, March
20. A public discussion on the bud-
get will be held before final adop-
tion and a public hearing take place
on Tuesday, April 29.

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said the budget includes
funding for the following initia-
tives: literacy, technology, compli-
ance with The Partnership for As-
sessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) require-
ments, the Science, Technology,

Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) program and other man-
dated programs and academic sup-
port.

The tax levy, Ms. Sullivan said,
which is at a state-adjusted cap,
includes an overall increase in state
aid of $66,677 that includes a
$124,000 increase in the operating
budget and a $57,323 decrease in
debt service. The proposed local
tax levy this year will be
$88,967,333, which is a 3.02-per-
cent change from last year, she said.
The local tax levy debt service is
expected to be $2,848,413. Pro-
posed state aid debt service is
$306.218. The number for extraor-
dinary state aid is expected to be at
$1,000,000, the same as last year.
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Freeholders Hold First Of
Four Budget Meetings
By LANCE TUPPER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
formally introduce the 2014 budget
at its regular meeting tonight. Free-
holder Mohamed Jalloh, fiscal af-
fairs committee chairman, said the
budget is scheduled for adoption
on Thursday, April 10.

In the first of four budget hear-
ings, the committee reviewed on
Tuesday the spending requests of
three departments – public works,
economic development and surro-
gate. The majority of the 90-minute
meeting, held at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains, focused on public
works expenditures.

During the public works discus-
sion, Department of Public Works
and Facilities Management Direc-
tor Joseph Graziano, Sr. said he was
proud of the way his group in 2013
“addressed the Superstorm Sandy
problems throughout the county.”
He added that with the help of vari-
ous police, fire and emergency man-
agement units, “the work was done
in a 30-day window.”

Mr. Graziano said his department
repaired 800 potholes in 2013. He
noted that road paving and resur-
facing work was completed in-
house, which saved money by “us-
ing our own staff and equipment.”
He said he plans to upgrade the
information technology to give resi-
dents the ability to report potholes
directly on his department’s
website. Mr. Graziano said if resi-

dents provide their contact infor-
mation, they would be notified once
the repairs are completed.

Mr. Graziano said the county
achieved an overall recycling rate
of 66 percent, which is the highest
rate in the state. He said he plans to
begin a county-wide compliance as-
sistance and education program for
commercial businesses and instruct
school custodial staff to improve
recycling in schools.

Mr. Jalloh noted a spending re-
quest increase of $53,000, or 60
percent, for overtime pay in the fa-
cilities management division. He
asked Mr. Graziano if hiring an addi-
tional seasonal or full-time employee
could help mitigate overtime ex-
penses. Mr. Graziano explained snow
this winter often had to be removed
overnight from the downtown area
streets and parking lots in Elizabeth,
which necessitated the overtime pay.
He said he would evaluate hiring an
additional employee.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked
Mr. Graziano about salary increases
at Runnels Specialized Hospital. Mr.
Graziano explained that outside con-
tracts for boiler service, air condi-
tioning, plumbing and landscaping
have increased in price, but hospital
employee salaries have remained flat.
Mr. Graziano said he has redeployed
hospital employees at other county-
owned buildings to assist with tasks
such as carpentry and office furniture
repair. Freeholder Chairman Chris-
topher Hudak said he would like to
see employees integrated more effi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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payments to the police pension fund,
set by the state, and $14,000 in lower
utility costs, a savings Mr. Petruzzelli
attributed to retrofitting the borough
with energy-efficient lighting.

The borough has seen a tax in-
crease every year since 2001, Ms.
Bruns said, and although the smallest
increase in 12 years was welcome by
most, Councilman Jim Mathieu
sounded less than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of neigh-
bor, a second generation Garwood
resident, who lost his job and was
forced to sell his home on which he
paid $9,300 in property taxes. His
home has dropped in asking price
from “the 3’s” to at last look,
$279,000. The neighbor’s broker has
told the seller that the home’s prop-
erty taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to see
people chased out. So forgive me if I
don’t break out into the congratula-
tions.”

The budget includes a 1.75 percent
raise for all of the borough’s non-
union employees. Ms. Todisco asked
for the council’s input on the raise, as
she did on increasing the volunteer
firefighters’ and ambulance person-
nel Length of Service Award Pro-
gram (LOSAP) payments.

The LOSAP payments have not
increased since the program was en-
acted in 2000, and the committee
recommended the maximum hike of
about $450, or 38 percent, to $1,589
per person who qualifies.

The recommendation added about
$20,000 to the LOSAP program to
bring it to more than $48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism regarding
employee salaries. Council President
Ann Palmer said she would support
an across-the-board 1.75 increase.
However, Mr. Mathieu suggested
parsing individual employee com-
pensation and suggested that if an
employee received a raise in the past

year or two, than he or she should
forego one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said. “I’m
torn, because I support it. In concept
I support it. But I know that, unfortu-
nately, in this economy, until the banks
open up their pockets, no one’s get-
ting raises. I know (JP Morgan Chase
Chief Executive Officer) Jamie
Dimon got a big raise. But no one else
is getting them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by saying
he probably will end up voting for the
across-the-board pay increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Govern-
ment Cap Law limits the council to
spending increases of 2.5 percent or
the state-determined cost of living
allowance (or COLA), whichever is
lower. The COLA for this year is .5
percent.

Since the budget increase of 1.21
percent exceeds the COLA, the cap
law only permits the council to ex-
ceed the limits by passing an ordi-
nance. The cap law allows the ordi-
nance to permit a 3.5 percent spend-
ing increase. That means the council
would spend 1.21 percent of a 3.5
percent increase, leaving 2.29 per-
cent in a “cap bank” that can be
factored into the budget over the next
two years.

The concept of the cap bank drew
an immediate objection from Mr.
Mathieu, who asked if the spending
increase could be limited to the 1.21
percent. Mr. Korecky said he did not
know but would check.

Despite the objection, other mem-
bers of the council voiced support,
with Ms. Palmer saying that since
there was no intention to exceed the
1.21 percent, she had no problem
with it. The council voted 5-1, with
Mr. Mathieu the lone dissenter, to
introduce the measure.

The budget will be formally intro-
duced at the semi-monthly regular
meeting on March 25 with a vote
possible no sooner than 28 days later.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Rec. Panel Votes to Hire
Contractor for Turf Fields

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission on Monday night unani-
mously voted to recommend retain-
ing Applied Landscape Technologies
to replace the turf fields at Sid Faye/
Houlihan.

The Montvale-based company is
the largest synthetic field builder in
the state and has managed field re-
placements at high traffic venues in-
cluding Rutgers University and Bos-
ton College. Prior to bringing the
matter to a vote, commission mem-
bers reviewed detailed technical re-
ports prepared by John Belle of the
engineering firm Kinsey Associates
and debated which of the three bid
proposals and available synthetic turf
products provided the best value for
the four-acre fields.

The commission anticipates the
project will require the fields to be
decommissioned for six weeks in the
summer and has targeted early Sep-
tember as the completion date for the
project.

In addition, Westfield resident Ri-
chard Albert spoke to the commis-
sion and Mr. Belle regarding the fea-

sibility of putting two additional ten-
nis courts at Tamaques Park. Accord-
ing to Mr. Albert, additional courts
would allow Westfield High School’s
varsity and junior varsity teams to
use the facilities at the same time, and
the expansion could be accomplished
by relocating the handball wall and
portions of the existing playground
equipment.

The commission asked Mr. Belle
to investigate this option and report
back to the commission as part of his
ongoing assignment to manage the
re-condition of the existing eight
courts.

In other business, commission mem-
bers heard reports from liaisons from
the town council and the board of
education on the ongoing budget pro-
cess. The members also discussed the
impact of the winter’s harsh weather
on the town’s fields, particularly at
Gumbert Park, where large amounts
of snow remain in the parking areas,
and noted that registration for mem-
bership at Memorial Pool was slightly
ahead of previous years with 2,078
members presently registered.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Monday, April 7.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEARNING THE ROPES...Cub Scouts from Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield visit the office of The Westfield Leader on March 6  to learn about how
the publication is made and earn a badge.

Photo courtesy of Gino Jannotti
JENIFIT…JeniFit Studios owner, Jennifer Wirtshafter, cuts the ribbon with
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and Heather Robinson, executive director of
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC), and other board
members of the GWACC along with JeniFit staff and family members at the
studio on South Avenue in Garwood.

WF Zoning Board OKs
Apps., Carries Over Others

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – It was another
busy night at the Board of Adjust-
ment meeting on Monday night
and many applications had to be
carried over to the Wednesday,
April 9 meeting.

The following applications were
approved:

Yossi Arbitsman of Cumberland
Street sought approval to construct
a second-floor addition, which
would appear to be two-and-a-half
stories in a zone which only allows
two stories. Architect Roger Winkle
explained to the board that the so-
called first floor is a basement in
the older home. Mr. Winkler said
the applicant can not put a walkout
door from the basement on the right
side of the home because the drive-
way is there and it would be hazard-
ous. He further explained that the
zoning considers the basement a
story even though it is not.

Burns Benson and Pamela Pirone
Benson of Columbus Avenue sought
approval to construct a second-story
addition to a Cape Cod home. They
wish to add a master bedroom and a
master bath to the second story with
a walk-up attic which would be
seven feet high. Two neighbors sup-
ported the couple’s application,
which they said would blend in well
with the neighborhood.

Hillary and Brian Kaplan of
Canterbury Road sought to add a
one-story addition by bumping out
their deck to make room to expand
the kitchen, Mr. Kaplan said. By do-
ing that they will use part of the space
that is now taken up by the deck,
which they intend to demolish and
decrease the amount of lot coverage.

“My wife wants to open the oven
without bumping into a chair,” he
said. He also said the lot is narrow
and oddly shaped. Mr. Kaplan also
said the renovation will not be vis-
ible from the street. Architect Bar-
bara Vincentsen said they want to
reconfigure the first floor and add
a mud room and a covered portico
to the garage. “There is nothing
conforming about this lot,” she
said.

Mark Lo Grippo, a town coun-
cilman, and his wife, Maria Lo
Grippo, of Tudor Oval, sought ap-
proval to construct a one-story
addition and a new covered front
entry. Board Chairman William
Heinbokel recused himself from
hearing this application. Mrs. Lo

Grippo told the board that they
would like to expand the kitchen
by using space now used for an
office. She said they would like to
reconfigure the first floor, increase
the size of their living room and
add a sidewalk to a back proposed
terrace which would have access
from the kitchen. Their architect,
Greg Blasi, said it would be a bet-
ter use of space. He also said the
new covered entrance way with
columns and new stairs would en-
hance the façade of the home. A
neighbor spoke in favor of the pro-
posed renovation.

Eugene Schaefer and Diane
Genco of Edgewood Avenue are
seeking to construct a front porch
to their home. Ms. Genco said,
“We’d like to join the neighbors
and sit out on the front porch.” Mr.
Schafer said, “We have lived in our
home for 26 years, and have raised
our kids there.”

Beth and Frank Dombrowski of
Saunders Avenue are seeking to
construct a new single-family
dwelling utilizing a portion of the
existing dwelling and construct a
new one-and-a-half car garage in
the rear yard of the home. Hildie
Lazar, their architect, said the con-
struction would be an upgrade and
in compliance with the neighbor-
hood.

“We are looking for a lot of char-
acter and curb appeal,” she said.
While board members admired the
proposed construct, they were con-
cerned about the small lot. Ms.
Lazar responded by saying the lot
was small and irregular. She said
the family needed more room and
more storage space. A two-car ga-
rage would be attached to the front
of the home and a one-and-a-half
car garage would located in the
back. The board found this un-
usual, but agreed to approve the
application with the provision that
the back garage be cedar shingled
to match the house.

Applications carried over to the
April 9 meeting are Jon Alex Corp.,
which operates We Collect Clothes
for a Cause, of Elm Street; Denise
Jenner and Manor Park residents of
Elizabeth Avenue; The Bar Method
of Westfield of East Broad Street;
Cradles to Crayons Learning Center,
Inc., of West Broad Street; Robert
Dragon of Overhill Street; Michael
and Marielyce Watner of Highland
Avenue and James and Judy Ng of
Cleveland Avenue.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will take place on April
9 at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal
building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

for it — no doubt,” Mrs. Krause
said. An electronic copy of the pro-
posed plans can be downloaded at
goleader.com/cranford.

Resident Leo McMahon asked
how much is being paid in legal
fees for lawsuits filed with the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA).

“We are completely in the dark,”
Mayor Kalnins said. He said he
reached out to Mark Dugan, the
RVSA representative for Cranford,
and Mr. Dugan told him he could
not share much information because
of “legal strategies.”

Mayor Kalnins said he would
have Mr. Dugan provide an update
at a meeting after the township bud-
get process is finalized.

RVSA is in the midst of various
lawsuits.

Mr. McMahon also questioned
the movement of township capital
reserves for tax rebates. “The
amount that was returned needs to
be used for debt service,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NATIONAL ANTHEM…Michael Nigro sings the National Anthem at the
Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday night.

of the $19.5-million bond repay-
ment, or approximately 40 percent
of the total cost. The bond will be
paid for by increased property taxes
for  20 years. Based on the sale of the
bonds at 4-percent interest and the
state paying 40 percent, previous
reports estimated that property taxes
would rise about $300 per year for
the average homeowner over the loan
period.

From Wikipedia for Mountainside:
At the 2010 United States Census,
there were 6,685 people, 2,468 house-
holds, and 1,866 families residing in
the Borough of Mountainside. As of
March 23, 2011, there were a total of
4,744 registered voters — 25 percent
as Democrats, 33 percent as Repub-
licans and 42 percent unaffiliated.
Seventy-one percent were registered
to vote, including 92.5 percent of
those age 18 and over.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
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Cranford

Last year’s budget was $98,658,532.
In terms of school tax impact, the
average homeowner will see an in-
crease of $290, to $8,932, over last
year’s $8,642. The average home-
owner will be affected by an increase
attributable to the allowed adjust-
ments to the state’s 2-percent cap
amounting to $879,443.

A public discussion on the funding
for facilities in the budget will be
held at the next board meeting on
Tuesday, March 25, at 7:30 p.m.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan gave a
PowerPoint presentation on the
district’s report on violence, vandal-
ism, substance abuse and HIB (ha-
rassment, intimidation and bullying).
The HIB report, which is mandated
by the New Jersey Department of
Education, tracked incidents reported
between September of 2011 through
December of 2013.

There were 58 reported incidents.
It also includes incidents reported to
the police, and district discipline such
as suspensions. Over that time span,
six incidents were reported to the
police and only two complaints were
filed with the police. However, other

incidents, such as reports of HIB, were
investigated and handled by the ad-
ministration with board approval. Only
three incidents of racial harassment
were reported. Other incidents in-
cluded one about religion, 10 about
gender, six about sexual orientation,
four about disabilities, and 25 listed as
“other.” Discipline for HIB offenses
included individual and group coun-
seling, student/parent conference, sus-
pension and suspension of privileges.

Superintendent Dolan said each
school had an anti-bullying specialist
and coordinator and that there is a
specific time line in the reporting and
investigation procedure.

The district anti-bullying coordina-
tor, Joseph Malanga, said, “We edu-
cate the student about HIB by having
classroom readings and discussions,
lessons taught by counselors, review
of the code of conduct, reviewing the
anti-bullying bill of rights, and by
having speakers with first-person ac-
counts.”

Superintendent Dolan concluded
the report by saying, “All this is
based on having respect for self,
respect for others and respect for
community.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FRIENDLY EVENING...Former
Congressman Mike Ferguson shares
a laugh with Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) at a Meet and Greet
at the Westfield home of Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick on Monday night.

ciently and urged Mr. Graziano to
“stretch out those salary dollars even
further.”

William Reyes, economic devel-
opment director, said salaries within
his department will rise about
$50,000 to $2.2 million in 2014. He
said the information technology bu-
reau will upgrade its systems and
add one employee. The bureau de-
velops, installs and maintains man-
agement information systems appli-
cations and provides application sup-
port to user departments and agen-
cies.

Mr. Reyes noted that the county
launched the Union County Choices
program which provided job training
to about 40 residents last year. He
said the foreclosure task force, cre-
ated in 2008, continues to help
homeowners and rental tenants by
providing a variety of resources.
Alfred Faella, county manager and
co-chair of the task force, said the
task force provided assistance to 450
families last year. Mr. Reyes said
$3.7 million of Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds were
disbursed to 19 communities.

Road resurfacing will include
eight to 12 miles of roads to be con-
structed, Mr. Reyes said. He added
that his department will continue to
inspect, design, rehabilitate and re-
place the county’s bridges and cul-
verts, structures which allow water to
flow underneath a road or railroad.
There are 146 bridges and 240 cul-
verts in the county.

Mr. Graziano and Mr. Reyes re-
ported they would like to fill the 11
vacancies that exist in their respec-
tive departments – seven in public
works, four in economic develop-
ment. Mr. Jalloh asked, “Is there a
necessity to fill?” those openings.
Mr. Faella said he will instruct all
department heads to reassess their
staffing levels and report back to the
committee before moving forward

with a hiring process.
County Surrogate James LaCorte

said he designed a new information
brochure and served 13,000 clients
last year. Mr. LaCorte said the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) has increased its scrutiny of
the guardianship program for inca-
pacitated adults, which will require
his department to upgrade its com-
puter systems. Mr. LaCorte said he
spoke at several social engagements
around the county and conducted an
educational seminar for senior citi-
zens at Trailside Nature and Science
Museum in Mountainside. He said
his department added evening hours
and visits to the homebound as part
of an effort to better assist residents.

The next three budget hearings will
begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening as
follows: at the Trailside’s auditorium,
452 New Providence Road, on Tues-
day, March 18; Union County ad-
ministration building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, sixth floor, in
Elizabeth, on Thursday, March 20,
and at the Park Madison Building in
Plainfield, fourth floor conference
room, 200 West Second Street, on
Tuesday, March 25.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
BABIES GALORE...At Saturday's St. Patrick's Day  fundraiser under the big
tent at the Fanwood train station, four babies and their parents enjoy the green
scene. Pictured, left to right, are: Lisa Checchio with Gianluca, 5 months old;
Kelly Checchio with Brook, 15 months; Lauren Dougherty with Leah, 6 months;
Mike Gewirtz, Fanwood Historic Preservation Commissioner, with Autumn
Grace, 8 months.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Photo courtsey of Tom Kranz
GOING GREEN...Deb and Tom of Scotch Plains are as green as they can be at the Fanwood St. Patrick's Day fundraiser
held at the northside train station on Saturday.

Sara Magnola-Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE POWER TO YOU...During their March 6 meeting, the Scotch Plains
Board Zoning Board of Adjustment heard a lengthy application by PSE&G
regarding renovations and upgrades to the substation located at 1520 Front
Street.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIPARTISAN PARTY...Dignitaries gather at the Westfield home of Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) during a Meet and Greet on Monday night.
Pictured, from left to right, are: former Governor Don DiFrancesco, Asm.
Bramnick, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield), Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) and Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.

Consolidation Panel
Still Looking for Funding

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission held another
brief meeting last Wednesday night.
The commission is still exploring
foundation support to fund the study
to determine the viability of merg-
ing the two communities, which
must be done before moving for-
ward with the idea.

It is the hope of commission mem-
bers to garner funding so they can
send out requests for proposals for
someone or some organization to
do the study and get paid for it.

Commission Chairman Don
Parisi said he met with a represen-

tative of a large foundation last week
and the response was encouraging.
He further said the foundation did
not require that the group attain
non-profit or 503c status. Mr. Parisi
declined to name the foundation at
this point.

Mr. Parisi also said that he, Sarah
Dreikorn and Bruce Arthur were
working on a PowerPoint presenta-
tion to be used in attracting founda-
tions to their cause. He said letters
had gone out to New Jersey state
legislators informing them of the
commission’s purpose. Finance
committee member Fred Lange said
he had attempted to apply to a foun-
dation, but was told to wait until

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Municipal Budget
To Increase $154,433

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood
homeowners would see their prop-
erty tax increase by about $44 un-
der the budget put forth by the bor-
ough council’s finance committee,
a hike Chairwoman Sara Todisco
says is the smallest in 12 years.

The figure is 1.21 percent more
than 2013 for a home assessed at
$100,000 value and is the result of
a $7.6-million budget that was un-
veiled March 6 at a special meeting
of the council. The budget is
$154,433 more than a year ago.

Among the biggest increases in
the 55-page document were about
$37,000 to a total of $535,366 for
the Raritan Valley Sewerage Au-
thority, $55,000 for various con-
tractual obligations and $25,000 in
additional employee health care
costs.

It also included an additional
$46,000 for the implementation of
affordable housing plans and rede-
velopment “reflected in studies and

plans shown on the planning board
budget,” Ms. Todisco said, as well
as the hiring of a 16th police officer
to begin work mid-year.

“Some increases in this budget
reflect the need and desire of the
council to make additions, or
changes, to improve Garwood,” she
said.

The hiring of the additional po-
lice officer, Ms. Todisco said, will
be especially helpful when the
Westfield senior housing building
is completed at the site of the old St.
Anne’s School on Second Avenue.
It will also be beneficial when
hoped-for redevelopment occurs at
the abandoned industrial proper-
ties of the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue and the
Casale Industries sheet metal fac-
tory on South Avenue.

The tax increase is less than half
of last year’s $95 per home as-
sessed at $100,000. It also is less
than a third of the initial tax impact
of $156 formulated by the commit-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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PSE&G Plans Renovations to
Front Street Substation

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During its
March 6 meeting, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment heard a
lengthy application by PSE&G re-
garding renovations and upgrades to
the substation located at 1520 Front
Street.

The attorney representing PSE&G,
Glenn Kienz of Weiner Lesniak LLP,
told the board the applicant had hoped
to present the site plans for approval
sooner, but that discussions with
members of the community had re-
sulted in significant redesigns to the

original plans submitted.
“The new buildings and redesign

make for more practical use and more
reliable service,” Mr. Kienz told the
board.

In addition to seeking final site
plan approval, the applicant is seek-
ing a height variance for proposed
115-foot steel A-Frames, which are
needed to transport power down from
the existing 230-foot-high monopoles
to the facility.

The high-voltage transmissions
lines that run over the right of way
through Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have been in place since the 1920s,

and the existing substation has been
located at 1520 Front Street since
1956.

PSE&G also is seeking relief for
the northeast property setback, which
is proposed at 22 feet versus the re-
quired 25 feet.

Mr. Kienz told the board that
PSE&G had completed and submit-
ted both sound and storm water re-
ports as part of its application, both
showing the proposed site will meet
state guidelines.

During his testimony, PSE&G
Project Manager Michael Luciani,
who is responsible for upgrading
PSE&G’s transmission system
around the state, told the board
PSE&G is upgrading the substation
to 690k volts (kV) in response to
increased demand.

“We are upgrading to a safer, more
adequate system so there will be less
outages,” Mr. Luciani said. “The ca-
pacity for this area has grown tre-
mendously. The load demand is too
great (so) the current system for the
area is at capacity. From 2012 to
2022 we expect the demand/load to
increase by 12 percent.”

The proposed site plan includes
the 115-foot steel A-Frames, as well
as several 40- and 55-foot lightning
masts, a 34-foot, 6-inch 230kV GIS
building, a 34-foot 69kV GIS build-
ing, and a 21-foot, 6-inch control
house.

Additionally, PSE&G added a 20-
foot-tall acoustical fence on the side
of the property that borders a resi-
dential area. PSE&G amended the
original plans to include the upgraded
fence – in place of the standard eight-
foot-tall barbed-wire topped, green
mesh fence.

The adjacent baseball field, which
is partially located on the PSE&G-
owned lot, will not be affected or
closed down as a result of the renova-
tion.

“These are massive buildings, so I
am trying to understand the need,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Planning Board Set
For Master Plan Review

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will step up its work on
re-examining the township’s mas-
ter plan, a process that will result in
a formal re-examination report and
re-adoption by 2017.

Joseph Doyle, chairman of the
board’s master plan review subcom-
mittee, briefed board members on
Monday about his plans for the re-
examination. The township’s mas-
ter plan — which serves as the basis
for the adoption of planning and
zoning ordinances and regulations

— was last updated in 2001, with
the re-examination report adopted
in 2007. A re-examination report is
required every 10 years in order to
give local officials a chance to take
into account changing demograph-
ics, economic trends, new zoning

and planning mandates and laws,
development changes and other
such matters.

The subcommittee, comprised of
Mr. Doyle, Theresa Flood, Robert
LaCosta, Jeffrey Strauss and Rich

Photo courtsey of Tom Kranz
TOP ’O THE MORNIN’...Mayor Colleen Mahr and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) welcome the crowd and celebrate the Irish at the St. Patrick’s
Day fundriaser held Saturday at the Fanwood Train Station.  Fanwood Council
members, Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, and Brian Walter and Brian Costello,
owners of Oh'Brian's Pourhouse, which sponsored the event, were also in on the fun.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Hold First of
Four Budget Meetings
By LANCE TUPPER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
formally introduce the 2014 budget
at its regular meeting tonight. Free-
holder Mohamed Jalloh, fiscal af-
fairs committee chairman, said the
budget is scheduled for adoption
on Thursday, April 10.

In the first of four budget hear-
ings, the committee reviewed on
Tuesday the spending requests of
three departments – public works,
economic development and surro-
gate. The majority of the 90-minute
meeting, held at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains, focused on public
works expenditures.

During the public works discus-
sion, Department of Public Works
and Facilities Management Direc-
tor Joseph Graziano, Sr. said he was
proud of the way his group in 2013
“addressed the Superstorm Sandy
problems throughout the county.”
He added that with the help of vari-
ous police, fire and emergency man-
agement units, “the work was done
in a 30-day window.”

Mr. Graziano said his department
repaired 800 potholes in 2013. He
noted that road paving and resur-
facing work was completed in-
house, which saved money by “us-
ing our own staff and equipment.”
He said he plans to upgrade the
information technology to give resi-
dents the ability to report potholes
directly on his department’s
website. Mr. Graziano said if resi-
dents provide their contact infor-
mation, they would be notified once
the repairs are completed.

Mr. Graziano said the county
achieved an overall recycling rate
of 66 percent, which is the highest
rate in the state. He said he plans to
begin a county-wide compliance as-
sistance and education program for
commercial businesses and instruct
school custodial staff to improve
recycling in schools.

Mr. Jalloh noted a spending re-
quest increase of $53,000, or 60
percent, for overtime pay in the
facilities management division. He
asked Mr. Graziano if hiring an
additional seasonal or full-time
employee could help mitigate over-
time expenses. Mr. Graziano ex-
plained snow this winter often had
to be removed overnight from the
downtown area streets and parking
lots in Elizabeth, which necessi-
tated the overtime pay. He said he
would evaluate hiring an additional
employee.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked
Mr. Graziano about salary increases
at Runnels Specialized Hospital.
Mr. Graziano explained that out-
side contracts for boiler service, air
conditioning, plumbing and land-
scaping have increased in price, but
hospital employee salaries have re-
mained flat. Mr. Graziano said he
has redeployed hospital employees
at other county-owned buildings to
assist with tasks such as carpentry
and office furniture repair. Free-
holder Chairman Christopher
Hudak said he would like to see
employees integrated more effi-
ciently and urged Mr. Graziano to
“stretch out those salary dollars even
further.”

William Reyes, economic devel-
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Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

James M. Foerst

Although the real estate market
has rebounded, in many situations
your property value has not caught
up to your tax bill. As a taxpayer, you
have the right to appeal your property
tax assessment as a means to reduce
your real estate tax
obligations. You
should understand
that to be successful
in reducing your tax
bill, you must prove
that your home’s as-
sessed value is le-
gally “unreason-
able.” With a suc-
cessful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be set
for the three years
which can amount to
a considerable
amount of savings.
The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing
your taxes is to
present your claim
to the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process. He has
assisted hundreds of families in sav-
ing thousands of dollars in property
tax payments over the last decade.

Save money.
Make the sale of
your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the
long-term expenses
associated with your
home. Make it more
affordable to stay in
your house. All with
lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must
be filed by April 1.
For more informa-
tion about tax ap-
peals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the
complimentary as-
sessment form to see
if you can save
money on your taxes

or get started with a free consultation
by calling our experts at (908) 322-
4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
BABIES GALORE...At Saturday's St. Patrick's Day  fundraiser under the big
tent at the Fanwood Train Station, four babies and their parents enjoy the green
scene. Pictured, left to right, are: Lisa Checchio with Gianluca, 5 months old;
Kelly Checchio with Brook, 15 months; Lauren Dougherty with Leah, 6 months;
Mike Gewirtz, Fanwood Historic Preservation commissioner, with Autumn
Grace, 8 months.

HOW TO SUCCEED…Get ready to enjoy a fabulous performance filled with laughter and song when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre presents How to Succeed at Business Without Really Trying. Performances are on
Fridays and Saturdays, March 14, 15, 21 and 22, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, March 16, at 2 p.m. and Thursday, March 20, at 7 p.m.
To purchase tickets visit spfhsreptix.brownpapertickets.com. See story page 20.

after March 15 because the founda-
tion was changing the application
paperwork.

The meeting was attended by Eu-
gene McCarthy of the state’s Local
Finance Board of the Department
of Community Affairs (DCA), who
represented the state in the merging
of Princeton Borough with
Princeton Township.

The next meeting of the study
commission will be Wednesday,
April 9, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion offices at the Evergreen School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Consolidation

WF Zoning Board OKs
Apps., Carries Over Others

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – It was another
busy night at the Board of Adjust-
ment on Monday night and many
applications had to be carried over
to the April 9 meeting.

The following applications were
approved:

Yossi Arbitsman of Cumberland
Street sought approval to construct
a second-floor addition, which
would appear to be two-and-a-half
stories in a zone which only allows
two stories. Architect Roger Winkle
explained to the board that the so
called first floor is a basement in
the older home. Mr. Winkler said
the applicant can not put a walkout
door from the basement on the right
side of the home because the drive-
way is there and it would be hazard-
ous. He further explained that the
zoning considers the basement a
story even though it is not.

Burns Benson and Pamela Pirone
Benson of Columbus Avenue sought
approval to conduct a second-story
addition to a Cape Cod home. They
wish to add a master bedroom and a
master bath to the second story with
a walk-up attic which would be
seven-feet high. Two neighbors sup-
ported the couple’s application,
which they said would blend in well
with the neighborhood.

Hillary and Brian Kaplan of Can-
terbury Road sought to add a one-
story addition by bumping out their
deck to make room to expand the
kitchen, Mr. Kaplan said. By doing
that they will use part of the space
that is now taken up by the deck,
which they intend to demolish and
decrease the amount of lot cover-
age.

“My wife wants to open the oven
without bumping into a chair,” he
said. He also said the lot is narrow
and oddly shaped. Mr. Kaplan also
said the renovation will not be vis-
ible from the street. Architect Bar-
bara Vincentsen said they want to
reconfigure the first floor and add a
mud room and a covered portico to
the garage. “There is nothing con-
forming about this lot,” she said.

Mark Lo Grippo, a town council-
man, and his wife, Maria Lo Grippo,
of Tudor Oval, sought approval to
construct a one-story addition and a
new covered front entry. Board Chair-
man William Heinbokel recused him-
self from hearing this application.
Mrs. Lo Grippo told the board that
they would like to expand the kitchen
by using space now used for an of-
fice. She said they would like to
reconfigure the first floor, increase
the size of their living room and add
a sidewalk to a back proposed terrace

which would have access from the
kitchen. Their architect, Greg Blasi,
said it would be a better use of space.
He also said the new covered en-
trance way with columns and new
stairs would enhance the façade of
the home. A neighbor spoke in favor
of the proposed renovation.

Eugene Schaefer and Diane Genco
of Edgewood Avenue are seeking to
construct a front porch to their home.
Ms. Genco said, “We’d like to join
the neighbors and sit out on the front
porch.” Mr. Schafer said, “We have
lived in our home for 26 years, and
have raised our kids there.”

Beth and Frank Dombrowski of
Saunders Avenue are seeking to con-
struct a new single-family dwelling
utilizing a portion of the existing
dwelling and construct a new one-
and-a-half car garage in the rear yard
of the home. Hildie Lazar, their ar-
chitect, said the construction would
be an upgrade and in compliance
with the neighborhood.

“We are looking for a lot of charac-
ter and curb appeal,” she said. While
board members admired the proposed
construct, they were concerned about
the small lot. Ms. Lazar responded by
saying the lot was small and irregu-
lar. She said the family needed more
room and more storage space. A two-
car garage would be attached to front
of the home and a one-and-a-half car
garage would located in the back.
The board found this unusual, but
agreed to approve the application with
the provision that the back garage be
cedar shingled to match the house.

Applications carried over to the
April 9 meeting are Jon Alex Corp.,
which operates We Collect Clothes
for a Cause, of Elm Street; Denise
Jenner and Manor Park residents of
Elizabeth Ave.; The Bar Method of
Westfield of East Broad Street;
Cradles to Crayons Learning Cen-
ter, Inc., of West Broad Street; Rob-
ert Dragon of Overhill Street;
Michael and Marielyce Watner of
Highland Avenue and James and
Judy Ng of Cleveland Avenue.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will take place on Mon-
day, April 9, 7:30 p.m., at the mu-
nicipal B\building, 425 East Broad
Street.

tee, comprised of Ms. Todisco,
Louis Petruzzelli and Mike Martin.
Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer
Sandy Bruns, auditor Warren
Korecky and Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma provide input.

Some of the biggest offsets in the
budget were about $41,000 in lower
payments to the police pension
fund, set by the state, and $14,000
in lower utility costs, a savings Mr.
Petruzzelli attributed to retrofitting
the borough with energy-efficient
lighting.

The borough has seen a tax in-
crease every year since 2001, Ms.
Bruns said, and although the smallest
increase in 12 years was welcome by
most, Councilman Jim Mathieu
sounded less than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of
neighbor, a second generation
Garwood resident, who lost his job
and was forced to sell his home on
which he paid $9,300 in property
taxes. His home has dropped in
asking price from “the 3’s” to at last
look, $279,000. The neighbor’s bro-
ker has told the seller that the home’s
property taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to see
people chased out. So forgive me if
I don’t break out into the congratu-
lations.”

The budget includes a 1.75 per-
cent raise for all of the borough’s
non-union employees. Ms. Todisco
asked for the council’s input on the
raise, as she did on increasing the
volunteer firefighters’ and ambu-
lance personnel Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP) pay-
ments.

The LOSAP payments have not
increased since the program was
enacted in 2000, and the committee
recommended the maximum hike
of about $450, or 38 percent, to
$1,589 per person who qualifies.

The recommendation added
about $20,000 to the LOSAP pro-
gram to bring it to more than
$48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism regard-
ing employee salaries. Council
President Ann Palmer said she
would support an across-the-board

1.75 increase. However, Mr.
Mathieu suggested parsing indi-
vidual employee compensation and
suggested that if an employee re-
ceived a raise in the past year or
two, than he or she should forego
one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“I’m torn, because I support it. In
concept I support it. But I know
that, unfortunately, in this economy,
until the banks open up their pock-
ets, no one’s getting raises. I know
(JP Morgan Chase Chief Executive
Officer) Jamie Dimon got a big
raise. But no one else is getting
them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by saying
he probably will end up voting for
the across-the-board pay increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Gov-
ernment Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5 per-
cent or the state-determined cost of
living allowance (or COLA),
whichever is lower. The COLA for
this year is .5 percent.

Since the budget increase of 1.21
percent exceeds the COLA, the cap
law only permits the council to ex-
ceed the limits by passing an ordi-
nance. The cap law allows the ordi-
nance to permit a 3.5 percent spend-
ing increase. That means the coun-
cil would spend 1.21 percent of a
3.5 percent increase, leaving 2.29
percent in a “cap bank” that can be
factored into the budget over the
next two years.

The concept of the cap bank drew
an immediate objection from Mr.
Mathieu, who asked if the spend-
ing increase could be limited to the
1.21 percent. Mr. Korecky said he
did not know but would check.

Despite the objection, other mem-
bers of the council voiced support,
with Ms. Palmer saying that since
there was no intention to exceed
the 1.21 percent, she had no prob-
lem with it. The council voted 5-1,
with Mr. Mathieu the lone dissenter,
to introduce the measure.

The budget will be formally in-
troduced at the semi-monthly regu-
lar meeting on March 25 with a
vote possible no sooner than 28
days later.
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WF Rec. Panel Votes to Hire
Contractor for Turf Fields

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission on Monday night
unanimously voted to recommend
retaining Applied Landscape Tech-
nologies to replace the turf fields at
Sid Faye/Houlihan.

The Montvale-based company is
the largest synthetic field builder in
the state and has managed field re-
placements at high traffic venues
including Rutgers University and
Boston College. Prior to brining the
matter to a vote, commission mem-
bers reviewed detailed technical re-
ports prepared by John Belle of the
engineering firm Kinsey Associates
and debated which of the three bid
proposals and available synthetic
turf products provided the best value
proposition for the four-acre fields.

The commission anticipates the
project will require the fields to be
decommissioned for six weeks in
the summer and has targeted early
September as the completion date
for the project.

In addition, Westfield resident Ri-
chard Albert spoke to the commis-
sion and Mr. Belle regarding the

feasibility of adding two additional
tennis courts at Tamaques Park. Ac-
cording to Mr. Albert, additional
courts would allow Westfield High
School’s varsity and junior varsity
teams to use the facilities at the
same time and the expansion could be
accomplished by relocating the hand-
ball wall and portions of the existing
playground equipment.

The commission asked Mr. Belle to
investigate this option and report back
to the commission as part of his ongo-
ing assignment to manage the re-con-
dition of the existing eight courts.

In other business, commission
members heard reports from liai-
sons from the town council and the
board of education on the ongoing
budget process. The members also
discussed the impact of the winter’s
harsh weather on the town’s fields
particularly at Gumbert Park where
large amounts of snow remain in
the parking areas and noted that
registration for membership at Me-
morial Pool was lightly ahead of
previous years with 2,078 mem-
bers presently registered.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Monday, April 7.

Board Chairman Ken Anderson said.
“This is an intrusion to that area
(since) the structures are so massive
compared to the homes.”

Several residents of Malanga Court,
whose condo properties abut the
northern edge of the substation prop-
erty, were in attendance during the
meeting to voice concerns over the
proposed new structures, and ques-
tion why the plans require the re-
moval of all of the existing trees and
shrubs located on the property.

“Have you conducted any studies
to see how these (changes) are going
to affect our property values?” ques-
tioned Malanga Court resident Will-
iam Cua. “Or what the psychological
effect will be on (us) since the scen-
ery is different?”

Due to the late hour, the board
decided the application would be
continued during its next meeting on
Thursday, April 10.
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Polhamus, will meet to set out its
priorities and time frames for each
aspect of the master plan, accord-
ing to Mr. Doyle, who added that he
wanted “everyone [on the board] to
have a shot” at providing input on
the master plan. Other board and
township officials, especially the
board’s attorney and professional
planner, also will be involved in the
process.

Mr. Doyle also said the board
will request that representatives
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, which had ear-
lier submitted to the planning board
a five-year plan, appear before the
planning board to review those
plans, which will have to be incor-
porated into the master plan re-
examination.

At its hour-long meeting on Mon-
day, the board also finalized action
on its February 10 approval of an
application by NJ Golf Partners
LLC to construct a cart barn and in-
ground swimming pool at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club. The existing cart barn and
pool, in the center of the golf course
property, will be removed to clear
the way for 60 age-restricted
townhouses on those 13 acres of
land.

Before approving the resolution
of approval, board members spent
time clarifying various aspects, in-
cluding the expected maximum ca-
pacity of the new swimming pool.
Mayor Kevin Glover was concerned
that even though it was anticipated
that up to about 100 golf club mem-
bers could occupy the pool, there
was no way to prevent more.

“Three hundred people could
show up,” he said, pointing to the

possibility of excessive noise dis-
turbing adjacent residents, whose
properties will be near the new pool.

Michael Lavigne, an attorney rep-
resenting NJ Golf, noted that there
are noise and decibel-level limits
already in place to avoid such a
situation. And Mr. Doyle said such
an excessive number of pool visi-
tors, as the mayor described, would
be hard to not notice unless, he
joked, they were “part of the Whis-
pering Society.” It also was pointed
out that users of the pool will be
golf club members only, not mem-
bers of the public who are not club
members.
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opment director, said salaries within
his department will rise about
$50,000 to $2.2 million in 2014. He
said the information technology
bureau will upgrade its systems and
add one employee. The bureau de-
velops, installs and maintains man-
agement information systems ap-
plications and provides application
support to user departments and
agencies.

Mr. Reyes noted that the county
launched the Union County Choices
program which provided job train-
ing to about 40 residents last year.
He said the foreclosure task force,
created in 2008, continues to help
homeowners and rental tenants by
providing a variety of resources.
Alfred Faella, county manager and
co-chair of the task force, said the
task force provided assistance to
450 families last year. Mr. Reyes
said $3.7 million of Community
Development Block Grant funds
were disbursed to 19 communities.

Road resurfacing will include
eight to 12 miles of roads to be
constructed, Mr. Reyes said. He
added that his department will con-
tinue to inspect, design, rehabili-
tate and replace the county’s bridges
and culverts, structures which al-
low water to flow underneath a road
or railroad. There are 146 bridges
and 240 culverts in the county.

Mr. Graziano and Mr. Reyes re-
ported they would like to fill the 11
vacancies that exist in their respec-
tive departments – seven in public
works, four in economic develop-
ment. Mr. Jalloh asked, “Is there a
necessity to fill?” those openings.
Mr. Faella said he will instruct all
department heads to reassess their
staffing levels and report back to
the committee before moving for-
ward with a hiring process.

County Surrogate James LaCorte
said he designed a new information

brochure and served 13,000 clients
last year. Mr. LaCorte said the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) has increased its scrutiny of
the guardianship program for inca-
pacitated adults, which will require
his department to upgrade its com-
puter systems. Mr. LaCorte said he
spoke at several social engagements
around the county and conducted
an educational seminar for senior
citizens at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Museum in Mountainside. He
said his department added evening
hours and visits to the homebound
as part of an effort to better assist
residents.

The next three budget hearings
will begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening
as follows: at the Trailside’s audito-
rium, 452 New Providence Road,
on Tuesday, March 18; Union
County administration building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, sixth floor, in
Elizabeth, on Thursday, March 20,
and at the Park Madison Building
in Plainfield, fourth floor confer-
ence room, 200 West Second Street,
on Tuesday, March 25.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

BIPARTISAN PARTY...Former Con-
gressman Mike Ferguson shares a
laugh with Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21, Westfield) at the home of Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) on Monday night.
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DONATE YOUR OLD FLAGS... Area residents can place old, used, damaged
and retired United States flags in a mailbox in Garwood. The drop box was the
brain child of Councilman Bill Nierstedt, pictured placing a flag in the box.

Make Reservations Now on our 24 Hour Reservation Line
to Attend a FREE Educational Workshop!

SPACE WILL BE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 ATTENDEES - NO WALK-INS!
Sponsored by:

GAIL L. ABRAMS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

908-753-4156 24
HOURS

CALL
TODAY

or make reservations online at www.estateattorneynj.com

New Jersey $675,000
NJ Transfer Tax Rules. Estate Plan

protect family unnecessary NJ taxes.
Estate Plan 2014 will or trust

Powers of Attorney Living Will incapacitated.
Special Needs Child.

Trust or a Will for 2014 and the Future.
Double Taxation of your IRA & Retirement Accounts.

Non-Tax Reasons Living Trust or a Last Will and Testament.

“2014 ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOP”
LEARN ABOUT THE NEW TAX LAWS IN 2014 & HOW THEY AFFECT 
LIVING TRUSTS, WILLS, POWERS OF ATTORNEY & MUCH MORE...

ESTATE Planning Workshop
FREENEW 

ATTENDEES 

ONLY!

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOPS
Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Chimney Rock Inn
342 Valley Road,

Gillette, NJ 07833
Lunch - 11:00am - Prompt!

Tuesday, March 18, 2014
Grillestone

2377 Route 22 West,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Lunch - 11:00am - Prompt!

Make Reservations Now on our 24 Hour Reservation Line
to Attend a FREE Educational Workshop!

SPACE WILL BE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 ATTENDEES - NO WALK-INS!
Sponsored by:

GAIL L. ABRAMS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

Securities offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC), Member of FINRA/SIPC, Beacon Financial Group & NPC are separate and 
unrelated companies. Agents/Brokers/Lawyers are not permitted to attend as seats are needed for attendees. I.D. may be requested.

908-753-4156 24
HOURS

CALL
TODAY

or make reservations online at www.estateattorneynj.com

FINANCIAL Planning Workshop
FREE

LEARN 2014 Tax Regulations
TAXES: Lower Taxes on Social Security, Interest 
Income on Investment Accounts and Federal and New Jersey Estate and Transfer 
Taxes.
LEARN Trusts, Probate and Legal Issues affecting your Estate Plan for 2014.
LEARN INCREASE PROTECT

PLAN 
LEARN AVOID IRA and Retirement Accounts.
LEARN Catastrophic Illness.

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE
LEARN ABOUT: NEW TAX REGULATIONS FOR 2014

IRA ROLLOVERS/MULTI-GENERATIONAL PLANNING FOR 

NEW 

ATTENDEES 

ONLY!

FINANCIAL PLANNING WORKSHOPS
Thursday, March 27, 2014

Grillestone
2377 Route 22 West,

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
11:00am Prompt!  Lunch Provided

Thursday, March 20, 2014
Grillestone

2377 Route 22 West,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

11:00am Prompt!  Lunch Provided

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Darby Road’s Second Annual
St. Patrick’s Day Festival

450 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
For information, call (908) 288-7667 or visit

www.darbyroadpub.com

Darby Road

ALL ROADS
Lead to Darby Road.

Public House & Restaurant

FESTIVAL
March 14, 15, 16, & 17

2nd
Annua

l
JoinUs

‘

20  14

Gather the family, invite the neigh-
bors and all of your friends to the
Second Annual St. Patrick’s Day Fes-
tival taking place at Darby Road, 450
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains. The spec-
tacular event begins at 6 p.m. on
Friday, March 14, and concludes on
Monday, March 17.

Donations from the Second An-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Festival will be
given to The Scotch Plains PAL, Holy
Trinity Scholarship Fund and The
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of Union
County. $5 suggested donations will
be accepted at the door.

Plan to arrive early. The Giant Tent
opens at 6 p.m. on Friday, March 14,
with music from your favorite DJs and
a live performance from “The Broad-
casters.” Along with Darby Road’s
famous menu, feast on all of your
favorite St. Patrick’s Day fare and
specialty drinks.

Saturday and Sunday starting at
noon, there will be live Irish music
from Spontaneous Corruption, The
Blarney Session and The Raggle
Taggle Gypsyo’s.

Yes, there also will be performances
by Shea-Jennings School of Irish
Dance and The Marie Moore School

of Irish Dance, Pony Rides, Face Paint-
ers, music by On Fire Crew DJs and all
of your favorite food and drink to
carry you through the day and evening.
Not to worry, the party continues
straight through the night. Darby will
have a viral photo booth on Saturday
evening so you can share the fun with
all of your social media friends.

On March 17, “Official” St. Patrick’s
Day, the celebration starts at 5 p.m.
with Bag Pipers and Dancers, the
Raggle Taggle Gypsyo’s and YOU!

Darby Road Proprietors Joe
Mortarulo, John Brandli and Michael
Brennan want to thank all of their
customers and friends for making their
first 18 months a memorable and very
successful start.

“Together as a team, we’re excited
to share the fun of our Second Annual
St. Patrick’s Celebration. We’re happy
and grateful that friends and family
can come together at our community
pub. All Roads Lead to Darby Road!”
said Joe Mortarulo.

BE THERE!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

School Aid Increases
Told for WF, SPF

TRENTON — Senator Tom Kean
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and Assembly
members Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Summit), have announced that under
Governor Chris Christie’s proposed
Fiscal Year 2015 Budget, Legislative
District 21 schools are scheduled to
receive a 2.3 percent increase in
school aid compared to last year.
Overall, the Governor has budgeted
$13 billion in total state aid for edu-
cation, which is the highest level in
state history.

“With this school funding increase
for our district, the Governor has once
again shown his commitment to im-
proving public education,” Sen. Kean
said. “We are lucky to live in a district
with already outstanding schools that
we know will use these added re-
sources the right way for our stu-
dents.”

Locally in District 21, Westfield
received $2,956,317, an increase of
$124,000 or 4.4 percent over last
year; Cranford garnered
$2,309,995, up $74,303 or 3.3 per-
cent; Mountainside received
$492,364, up $21,380 or 4.5 per-
cent over last year; and Garwood’s
aid is $448,267, an increase of
$10,240 or 2.3 percent. Berkeley
Heights, where Mountainside stu-
dents attend Governor Livingston
High School, received $1,169,261,
up $46,090 or 4.1 percent over last
year.

In District 22, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood received $2,947,508, up
$106,180 or 3.7 percent over last
year. Clark, where Garwood teenag-
ers attend Arthur L. Johnson High
School, received $1,049,411, an in-
crease of $43,780 or 4.4 percent over
2013-2014.

CF Considers  Opposing
UCC Athletic Field

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee discussed proposing a resolution
that would have the township oppose
the athletic field Union County College
(UCC) has plans to build in what is now
a 4.2-acre wooded area along Gallows
Hill Road, during the committee’s work-
shop meeting Monday.

“It is a forest. It is acres of trees. It
is horrible to look at this and say they
are going to take them all down,”
Township Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola said the college
should be looking at other areas within
the county to build the athletic field.
The township is concerned that the
cutting down of 4.2 acres of trees
would impact flooding in the area.

Mr. D’Ambola also said the col-
lege is planning to construct another
building on the college property.

 Cranford Township has no juris-
diction over what the college builds
on its property because it is a public
institution, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“We have provided comments to
them, bringing up flood, waste water,
runoff,” Mayor Kalnins said. Colby
Lane is less than a hundred feet from
the tract of land, he said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. had sent a letter to UCC
last month requesting a tree replace-
ment ratio of three to one, a buffer of
evergreens along the residential area
of Colby Lane, a noise study and
noise mitigation study be conducted,
and a swale to collect runoff.

“We shouldn’t go through this with-
out trying to modify this,” resident
Frank Krause said.

Mr. Krause also noted that an envi-
ronmental science professor had at
one time declared about six acres to
be a natural wetlands area, and sug-
gested the committee look into this.

The committee heard preliminary
budget proposals from building, zon-
ing and planning, parks and recreation
and the tax assessor departments.

Construction Official Richard
Belluscio said he was presenting two
budgets for the building department,
one that was flat and one with a 2-
percent increase for salaries and
wages for department heads, includ-
ing himself.

“I am anticipating over a million
dollars in revenue,” Mr. Belluscio
said.

“All of our vehicles are over

100,000 miles,” he said. He had ap-
proval last year from the administra-
tor to lease a vehicle.

“We have had so many problems
with our vehicles,” he said.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak dis-
cussed the zoning board and plan-
ning board budgets. “I tried to keep
everything flat,” he said.

Zoning Board Attorney David
Weeks’ salary and where the line
item fits in the zoning board budget is
still up for discussion, he said.

There also was money budgeted in
the planning board budget for the new
master plan that is being worked on.

A 2-percent salary increase was
proposed for the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, as presented by
Steve Robertazzi, parks and recre-
ation director. He also budgeted
$5,000 for a 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration. Operating expenses stayed
the same, he said.

The tax assessor’s budget included
a line item for payment of the office
assistant’s college courses as she
works her way to be certified, with
the idea that she could one day take
over as tax assessor, Township Tax
Assessor Peter Barnett said.

Last year the department had a 20-
percent increase in posting and print-
ing costs and it had been accounted
for in this year’s budget. “Rates are
going up,” he said.

Mr. Krause also commented that he
thought the plans for the entrance and
exit of the Two River Bank being built
on the corner of North Avenue and
Lincoln Avenue is a safety concern. He
thought the setbacks need to be further
back and that the entrance and exit
should be reversed from what is planned.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor said
the street parking along Lincoln Park
East near the Mill is a public safety
issue. “The parking along that curb is
so bad. It narrows the street so bad,”
she said. She had spoken to some
residents there who have said they
believe it is a safety concern and also
affects their ability to enjoy their yards.

The bids for the North Side train
station project are expected to be
received by Thursday, April 3, Town-
ship Engineer Marsden said.

The de-snagging and de-silting of
the Rahway River in the township
has begun, Mr. Marsden said. He also
said repair work on the High Street
Tunnel is expected to begin by the
middle of next week. “Hopefully, it is
a five-day job,” Mr. Marsden said.

Freeholders to Introduce
2014 Budget Tonight

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board is expected to in-
troduce the 2014 budget tonight,
March 13. During the March 6 board
meeting, County Manager Al Faella
unveiled an executive budget of
$507 million with $330.8 million
to be raised in taxes. The board
began its budget hearings on Tues-
day.

One of the biggest costs the county
has been faced with is that of
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights, which the county
manager said has been subsidized
by the county to the tune of $30
million over the past two years. He
said the county is near making a
decision on Runnells, a rehabilita-
tion and long-term care facility. A
consultant’s report last year recom-
mended the county either lease the
facility or sell the property. The
county went out for requests for
proposals (rfps) and has been re-
viewing those proposals since De-
cember.

At Thursday’s meeting the board
considered resolutions for tonight’s
regular meeting, including a $67,400
contract with Hoboken-based This
Is It! Productions for the “planning,
production and management” of the
county’s Summer Arts Festival, held
at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
and Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said this year’s arts fes-
tival will include eight Wednesday
night concerts from July 9 through
August 27 as well as a Saturday,
July 5 concert in Plainfield. He said
the contract includes the securing
of talent, stage, generator, hospital-
ity and the sound system. He said
$7,000 of the contract will be paid
out of sponsorships from the 2013
Arts Festival.

He said the county conducted an
rfp, but This Is It! was the only com-
pany to apply for the contract.

Another resolution will set hourly
fees for outside attorneys who are
partners in law firms at $135 from
April 1 to December 31, 2014; $145
for 2015; and $150 for 2016; and for
associates at $110 from April 1 to
December 31, 2014; $120 for 2015,
and $125 for 2016.

According to County Counsel Rob-
ert Barry, “The rates have remained

unchanged since 1989” at $125 per
hour for partners and $100 an hour
for associates.

The board also is going on record
as supporting legislation sponsored
by state Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), S-
1306, known as the “Superstorm
Sandy Bill of Rights.”

“Since the recovery effort began,
too many victimized individuals,
businesses, and communities have
experienced unreasonable suffering,
inconveniences, and unfair treatment
in their efforts to obtain governmen-
tal assistance,” according to an ex-
planation statement at the end of the
bill. “These problems have arisen in
the form of unclear application and
appeals processes, difficulties in ob-
taining the status of applications, re-
jections without any reasoning of-
fered, waiting lists provided without
any clear order, disparities in funding
offered for African-American and
Latino applicants, insufficient and
often inaccurate program informa-
tion, particularly in Spanish, state
funding offered to certain communi-
ties in amounts disproportionate to
the amount of damage endured, in-
sufficient resettlement funding of-
fered to low- and moderate-income
individuals, and an overall lack of
transparency and refusals to respond
to OPRA requests.

“This bill would establish standards
for the treatment of individuals, busi-
nesses, and local units that have been
victimized by this tragedy. This bill
would require that, to the greatest
extent permitted under federal law,
each individual, business, and local
unit that has been victimized by this
tragedy, shall have rights to transpar-
ent and fair access to all recovery
funding.”

St. Pat’s Parade
Saturday in Union

UNION — The Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade will kickoff this
Saturday, March 15, at 1 p.m. on
Morris Avenue in Union Township.

The Marching units will gather at
Morris Avenue and along Commerce
and Jeanette Avenues. The parade
route will proceed east along Morris
Avenue to a turn at the main review-
ing stand and end at the Roosevelt
Avenue midway reviewing stand at
Morris and Caldwell Avenues.
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ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Mar. 14 thru Sat., Mar. 22, 2014. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases
ofWine

Mixed
Cases

ofSpirits

ShopRite Liquor Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

12-OZ. NR BOTTLES

Killian’s 6-Pk.
Irish Red

599 SAVE
1.00

St.Patrick’s Day
SALE!

Irish Whiskeys...

Irish Beers...

Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

With

Savings!

Jameson

4899
1.75 L

Bushmills

3999
1.75 L

Jameson
12-YEAR OLD

4699
750
ML

Tullamore Dew

2499
750
ML

Black Bush

3199
750
ML

Irish Cordials

Bailey’s
IRISH
CREAM 1999
Brady’s
IRISH
CREAM 1199
Irish
Mist 2299

12-OZ. NR BTLS., 6-PACK

• Harp Lager
• Smithwick’s

Irish Ale 799
Your Choice!

750 ML

Danny Boy 2299
750 ML

Concannon 1999

12-OZ. NR BTLS.

Sam Adams 
Irish Red 6-Pack 899

12-OZ. NR BTLS.

Killian’s 
Irish Red 6-Pk. 699

4/14.9-OZ. CANS

Murphy’s  
Irish Stout 4-Pk. 699

Guinness
Pub Draught

4-Pack

699
Stout

6-Pack

899
14.9-OZ. 

CANS
12-OZ. 

NR BTLS.

Black
6-Pack

799

Pub
Draught
6-Pack

799
11.2-OZ. 
NR BTLS.

ShopRite Liquor Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

750
ML

750
ML

1 LITER

0
0
1
2
2
3
0

0

0
0
1
2
2
4
0

7SAVE
1.00

With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores. No limit – while supplies last. 

No other discounts apply. 
Effective Fri. Mar. 14 thru Sat., Mar. 22, 2014.

With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores. No limit – while supplies last. 

No other discounts apply. 
Effective Fri. Mar. 14 thru Sat., Mar. 22, 2014.

Debit
Cards

SEE
COUPON

1 LITER

Brady’s
Irish Cream

1099

ORIGINAL ONLY

12-OZ. 
NR BTLS.

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at 
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

SALE DATES:
Fri.., Mar. 14 thru

Sat., Mar. 22, 2014

Debit
Cards

This Is Westfield  2014
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 42nd Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

Stender, Parents Push
For Med. Marijuana
Changes in Trenton

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains)
joined with parent advocates and other
Assembly Democrats on Thursday to
push for changes to New Jersey’s
medical marijuana law to accommo-
date the needs of suffering children
that the law currently neglects.

Asw. Stender was joined by Jennie
Stormes, Phil and Paula Joana and
Tina DeSilvio, all parents who have
been advocating for relief on behalf
of their children, as well as Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden) and
four other Assembly Democrats.

The lawmakers and parents voiced
their concern that the program is not
working and many problems and
changes are needed. A primary con-
cern for parents they said is the lack
of access to edible forms of mari-
juana for their children.

Under a bill, A-1374, this would be
eased by creating a reciprocity rule
that would allow patients in New
Jersey’s medical marijuana program
to legally obtain forms of marijuana
not sold in New Jersey from other
states with licensed medical mari-
juana programs. Reciprocity would
allow sick patients to access the relief
they need while problems within the
program are straightened out.

Absent from the press conference
were parents Meghan and Brian Wil-
son who had previously been two of
the biggest advocates in the fight, but
are now in the process of moving to
Colorado to obtain the relief their
daughter, Vivian, who needs to com-
bat Dravet syndrome, relief she can’t
presently obtain in New Jersey.

During the press conference, the
parents noted that they have consis-
tently requested to meet with Gov.
Christie to discuss their concerns but
have so far been refused.

Phil Joana, whose daughter Sabina
Rose was a year old when she passed
away this past December, questioned
why it was okay for his daughter to
take various FDA-approved drugs
with debilitating side effects that did
not prevent her seizures and yet she
wasn’t allowed to access the one thing
that could help her – cannabis.

Academy for Info.
Tech. Collaborates

With NJIT
UNION COUNTY – Lt. Governor

Kim Guadagno recently toured the
Union County Academy for Informa-
tion Technology, which is collaborat-
ing with Novo Nordisk and the New
Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)
to provide learning opportunities for
the Academy’s students.

“In recognizing National Career and
Technical Education Month, we are
celebrating the unique contributions
that New Jersey businesses and our
excellent research universities can
provide for the students and staff in
career and technical education pro-
grams,” said Lt. Governor Guadagno.
“The collaboration between Novo
Nordisk and NJIT helps bridge career
readiness with college readiness, giv-
ing students maximum flexibility in
selecting a path after high school.”

The Academy for Information Tech-
nology (AIT) is a small, four-year ca-
reer academy that fosters critical think-
ing skills in its culturally diverse popu-
lation. Approximately 99 percent of
students among the Union County
Academy for Information
Technology’s graduating classes have
chosen to further their education be-
yond high school, with 97 percent
attending four-year colleges and uni-
versities. Through an articulation agree-
ment with NJIT, students who meet the
conditions of the agreement and choose
to attend NJIT have the opportunity to
earn college credit and continue their
education at NJIT after graduation.

All students who are accepted to
AIT through the fall of 2015 will be
eligible for joint admission under
this agreement. As a business part-
ner, Novo Nordisk provides the stu-
dents with learning experiences in-
cluding an annual scholarship pro-
gram, career day presentations, field
trips to Novo Nordisk’s U.S. head-
quarters in Princeton, as well as on-
site job shadowing and internships.

Lt. Governor Guadagno was ac-
companied on her visit to Union
County Vocational-Technical
School’s campus by New Jersey Com-
missioner of Labor Harold Wirths and
Marie Barry, director of the state De-
partment of Education’s Office of
Career and Technical Education.

Also participating in the visit were
Peter Capodice, superintendent of
schools; Charles Seron, interim prin-
cipal for the Academy for Informa-
tion Technology; “Tom” Hung Cheng
Yang, computer system design in-
structor for the academy; and Dr.
Fadi P. Deek, provost and senior vice
president, NJIT, and Henry Cortina,
vice- president of Information Tech-
nology, Novo Nordisk.
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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield PTC Scholarship Donations
Are Down 50 Percent

Obama Is Draining Us, Can You
Put Your Finger in the Dyke?

Many of us have chosen Westfield
as our home because of the excellent
reputation of the public schools. The
Westfield Parent Teacher Council
(PTC) is an umbrella organization
that works with the parent teacher
organizations from all 10 Westfield
public schools. Together with the
school district, we strive to maximize
the educational experience for our
children. The generosity with which
our community gives of its time and
money is a testament to the high
priority Westfield residents place on
education.

Each year our graduating seniors
prepare to end the Westfield High
School chapter of their educational
story and begin the college chapter.
Many of our students have worked
exceptionally hard, not only academi-
cally, but also in extra-curricular ac-
tivities, sports and the arts, earning
high honors for Westfield. In addi-
tion, they have given endless hours of
their time to volunteer in our commu-
nity. They have also held part-time
jobs to help their families and build a
fund for college. Their efforts should
foreshadow an amazing next chapter.
Unfortunately, for some of these stu-
dents, all of this is not enough to

make college a reality.
The Westfield PTC awards a num-

ber of meaningful scholarships to
these deserving students to help them
continue the educational journey they
started in the Westfield public schools.
The PTC scholarship is funded en-
tirely by donations; however, this year
our collections are approximately 50
percent lower than previous years.
Westfield residents’ commitment to
education is clear and we are hopeful
that some of those residents will
choose to give to our scholarship
fund so we can help these deserving
students receive the education they
have earned.

Please send donations to Westfield
PTC Scholarship Fund, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090 by April
15, 2014. Any amount will be gra-
ciously accepted. Please contact
Amisha Mehta at
amishamody@yahoo.com with any
questions.

The Westfield PTC Board
Kate Fleschler
Ruth Maloney
Monica Bergin

Amisha Mody Mehta
Terese Guerriero

How many times does Obama have
to hit you over the head with a ham-
mer before you say it hurts? Even
though a definite population shift of
thinking voters have become appalled
at the America they loved and en-
joyed, there is still an entrenched
large body of radical liberals who are
forcing America down the path of
bankruptcy.

Their measure of what’s right is
simply instigation of the radical so-
cialistic dogma that our President,
and Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi
stand for.

A few hundred years ago, our fore-
fathers fought the domination of the
King of England to regain liberty and
the ability to legislate magnificent
documents of social and ethical be-
havior like our Constitution and Bill
of Rights. Instead of a sword, our
President has found a way to under-
mine, undercut, and pollute our liber-
ties with his pen, his telephone, and
his ability to outright lie without hesi-
tation.

Bad decisions after bad decisions,
bad leadership, and mangled man-
agement are the products of his ad-
ministration. Instead of well-planned
programs, we have knee-jerk reac-
tions, emotionally charged, which
have resulted in the world looking at
America no longer as a leader, but as
a fading power.

Almost as protocol, as the Presi-
dent departs or returns from his time-
outs, or meets with world figures, his
calling card is your checkbook, as he
dispenses billions in his economic
delusions. Whatever you could have
done before electing and re-electing
this mistake is over the hill. The ques-
tion is, can you put your finger in the
dyke like the little Dutch boy, before
the dam bursts, and the leak in the
dam becomes a complete collapse?

If you have no plan there will be
consequences for you and your fam-
ily; not pleasant and degrading. We
have a moment in time where a move-
ment of American patriots, known as
the Tea Party, and people like Steve
Lonegan, who will be running for a
seat in a Congressional election in
New Jersey, have put their shoulder
to the wheel to save us from our self-
inflicted lethargy.

There are enough real Americans
from the Democrats, from the Re-
publicans, and the ever-growing Tea
Party patriots to retake leadership
and start addressing the enormous
damage already done. Your children
are watching, and your children will
suffer if you do not do something to
preserve the system that gave us —
the greatest country on Earth.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Recycling Center
Benefits Boy Scouts

I am writing in response to an ar-
ticle I read in your paper on January
30, 2014 regarding the Fanwood
Council and the recycling center. As
a Boy Scout who volunteers at the
center several times a year, I believe
that it is a very beneficial organiza-
tion. Service organizations that vol-
unteer have the opportunity to help
out in the community while earning
money to pay for expenses.

My troop, BSA Troop 104, is able
to offset the cost of activities like
camping trips because of our work at
the center. Recycling is a great activ-
ity for young people to be involved
in. The center also benefits the envi-
ronment in that it allows citizens to
recycle more than just used bottles
and containers. The center also ac-
cepts bulk paper, batteries, oil, and
even appliances which aren’t col-
lected curbside. I hope that the coun-
cil will continue to support the
Fanwood Recycling Center.

Mike Bonnell
Scotch Plains

Resident Is Appalled by Conduct at
Last Scotch Plains Council Meeting

I attended the March 4 town coun-
cil meeting [Scotch Plains] and saw a
new level of embarrassment. This
time it sprang from both the council
and the residents.

I saw residents that refused to look
at the facts and jumped to conclu-
sions. They argued against the
Faulkner Act and the Shady Rest be-
fore discussions were held. The
Faulkner Act brought out possible
other forms of government and the
limits of mayor.

I was shocked and disappointed
that my fellow residents did not take
the time to hear the presentations.
The mayor expressed his displeasure
with the deputy mayor for raising the
Faulkner issue. Why would anyone
object to discussion of different op-
tions?

I suspect that the mayor was more
upset that someone was highlighting
his limits of office. He should keep in
mind that the even our president is
under fire for ignoring the Constitu-
tion and his use of executive orders.
The Faulkner discussion did not lead
to a change of our government struc-
ture but highlighted what could be or
could not be done by the mayor.

I was appalled by some residents
liking this discussion to taking away
their right to vote and linking it to the
treatment of a minority group in our
history. In my mind, this thought has
no place in our town and I find it
upsetting. Taking into consideration
that the Faulkner Act is the law of the
land and the five council members
are still elected by the public — and
the mayor, under one option, would
have been picked out of these elected
officials — the public still has a vote.
Should one not like a council mem-
ber that could be appointed mayor,
then don’t vote the person in the first
place to the council.

When it comes to the Shady Rest
situation, yes it is taking some time
but to say our township manager is

“stonewalling” was uncalled for and
unproven. My impression is that the
mayor never liked the new manager,
and is now trying to get him to quit.
He would fire him, but he no longer
has the votes to do so.

I have been attending town council
meetings for a decade, and have no
remembrance of Shady Rest ever tak-
ing so much attention as it is now. I
can’t help from thinking that the out-
rage was orchestrated by some on the
town council, such to drive a wedge
between council members and the
public. To add more credence, twice
one of councilmen threatened to have
unruly residents ejected from the
council chambers. I am not sure if he
was out of line, but the mayor is
conducting the meeting and he failed
to take any action.

Then to add more injury to insult,
some town council members talked
about the political party that they do
not belong too and other groups. This
is below the dignity of my elected
officials and an apology is due. I
hope that in the future, our residents
will act with the proper decorum,
take the time and offer their ques-
tions and comments in an informed
and civil fashion.

I also hope that our elected offi-
cials act with respect of the public
and the responsibilities of their posi-
tions that we voters have granted
them. We can remove that permis-
sion at the next election and some can
make a case that we don’t care if you
are a Democrat, Republican or Mar-
tian! We demand non-partisan gov-
ernment that acts for the good of the
people, not themselves nor their po-
litical party.

In the past, I have spoken out about
the conduct at our town council meet-
ings; I hope that I will not have to do
it again, but it looks like that is un-
likely.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dehiscence – In botany, a bursting

or splitting open of a seed capsule
2. Degravation – The act of making

heavy
3. Tripudiation – The act of dancing
4. Thionic – Containing or derived

from sulfer
ROG

1. To trade or barter
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. To shake

TILBURY
1. A two-wheeled carriage for two

persons
2. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
3. A thorny plant; Christ’s-thorn
4. A hat maker; haberdasher

TASCO
1. A purse or money pouch
2. A sort of clay for making melting

pots
3. An eyepatch
4. A wolverine; badger

YUKKEL
1. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
2. The green woodpecker
3. The prickly pear
4. A scallop or large mollusk

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction

See more letters on page 5

GEESE ARE FLYIN’
BACK. SPRING

MUST BE COMING.

Senate Republican
Leadership Named

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (Westfield) announced Tues-
day the caucus leadership team for
the 216th legislative session. Round-
ing out the team are Deputy Republi-
can Leader Diane Allen (Burlington),
Conference Leader Robert Singer
(Monmouth), Deputy Conference
Leader Jennifer Beck (Monmouth),
Assistant Republican Leader Joe
Pennacchio (Morris) and Republi-
can Budget Officer Anthony Bucco
(Morris).

Senator Kean said, “These out-
standing representatives, along with
the Senate Republicans serving on
various legislative committees this
new session, are poised to execute
overdue reforms that the people want
done. During the next two years, our
team will work on the people’s pri-
orities, which include lowering prop-
erty taxes; ensuring consistent pri-
vate-sector job creation; establishing
a competitive and fair state income
tax structure; passing ethics reform
to save taxpayers money in the short-
and long-term; and assuring that ev-
ery New Jersey child has the oppor-
tunity to graduate high school career
or college ready.”

Other News

North Plainfield
Wants Some ZIP

Asw. Linda Stender (D-22, Scotc h
Plains)  zip codes — 07060, 07062
and 07063 — with Plainfield.

Asw. Stender said, “The distinc-
tion of another zip code would im-
prove the movement of the mail for
the people in my district. Many of the
same roads run through both com-
munities. There are 23 streets with
identical names. When mail is deliv-
ered to the wrong address, it can
result in overdue bills... there are
‘Plainfields’ in three different coun-
ties: Plainfield is in Union County,
North Plainfield in Somerset and
South Plainfield in Middlesex.”

Asm. Robert Auth (R-Bergen) sug-
gested North Plainfield try changing
its name. “They tried that,” Asw.
Stender said. “That didn’t work.”

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

State Primary Races Trump the
Efficacy of the General Election

Although Presidential and Gubernatorial elec-
tions have already taken place the past two years, in
2014 area voters will be electing a new Congres-
sional representative for District 12, a district that
includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The two towns
were moved from the 7th District as a result of
redistricting following the 2010 U.S. Census.

The district, considered a Democrat stronghold,
stretches from Trenton in Mercer County to Scotch
Plains here in Union County. With Rep. Rush Holt
(D) having announced his retirement at the end of
this year, the Democratic Party Primary boils down
to two state legislators — Senator Linda Greenstein
from Middlesex County and Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman from Mercer County. As-
semblyman Upendra J. Chivukula (D-17, Somerset)
also is running for the seat.

The winner will likely face Republican Alieta Eck
of Somerset County in the General Election.

Union County Democrats said they will soon meet
to decide who they will support in the District 12
race after the party leadership felt Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp jumped the gun by endorsing Asw.
Watson Coleman. Perhaps a Union County candi-
date will join the race.

The bulk of Union County is in the 7th District that
has been represented by Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) since 2009. He is being challenged in the
Republican Primary by David Larsen with Clinton
Mayor Janice Kovach (D) awaiting the winner in
November. The 7th District is considered a strong
GOP district.

The Primary races on Tuesday, June 3, are likely
going to decide the winners of these Congressional
seats as the General Election, in our opinion, is
meaningless due to gerrymandering from redistrict-
ing. Effectively, non-affiliated registered voters, a
large segment of society, are disenfranchised from

the ballot box. Control of elections has now become
so effective that voter turnout has dropped to worri-
some levels.

Union County Republicans held their convention
March 1, at which time they gave the party line on the
Primary ballot to United States Senate candidate
Rich Pezzullo of Monmouth County in what will be
an uphill battle against first-year Senator Cory Booker
(D). The filing deadline for Congress as well as
United States Senate, House of Representatives,
county freeholder and municipal elections, which
locally include Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford,
Garwood and Mountainside, is Monday, March 31.

The council seats of Llewellyn Jones, who was
elected to fill an unexpired term this past November,
Mickey Marcus and Bo Vastine are expiring in
Scotch Plains; in Fanwood, Russell Huegel and
Kevin Boris are up for re-election; the seats of
Garwood Council members Lou Petruzzelli and
Sara Todisco are expiring as are the Cranford Town-
ship Committee seats of Andis Kalnins and Lisa
Adubato and the Mountainside Council seats of
Keith Turner and Deanna Andre.

At the county level, Democratic Freeholder in-
cumbents Chris Hudak, Angel Estrada and Vernell
Wright are seeking re-election as is Surrogate James
LaCorte. Republicans have not named their county
candidates.

The filing deadline for board of education seats is
the last Monday in July per a new law signed by
Governor Chris Christie in December. The previous
deadline had been in June. School board elections
were moved from April to November in 2012.

We encourage voters to keep abreast of the candi-
dates in these local Primary races, particularly the
12th Congressional District.

Regarding the election for U.S. Senator from New
Jersey, sorry, it has already been purchased.

Lá Fhéile Pádraig
Excerpts from wikipedia: “Saint Patrick’s Day or the

Feast of Saint Patrick is celebrated annually on 17 March,
the death date of the most commonly-recognized patron
saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick (c. AD 385–461). — He was
born in Roman Britain.

Saint Patrick’s Day was made an official Christian
feast day in the early seventeenth century. The Lenten
restrictions on eating and drinking alcohol are lifted for
the day, which has encouraged and propagated the
holiday’s tradition of alcohol consumption.

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holiday in the Republic
of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Newfoundland and Labra-
dor and Montserrat. It is also celebrated around the world;

especially in Britain, Canada, the United States, Argen-
tina, Australia and New Zealand.”

“Wearing of the green (meaning to wear a shamrock)
— Originally, the color associated with Saint Patrick was
blue...”

[In Dublin] The first Saint Patrick’s Festival was held
on 17 March 1996. In 1997, it became a three-day event,
and by 2000 it was a four-day event. By 2006, the festival
was five days long; more than 675,000 people attended
the 2009 parade. Overall 2009’s five-day festival saw
close to 1 million visitors, who took part in festivities that
included concerts, outdoor theatre, and fireworks.”

In New Jersey, nearly everyone is Irish on St. Pat’s Day.
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GWACC Sponsors YEA!
Investor Panel Event

The Greater Westfield Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC) is sponsoring
The Young Entrepreneurs Academy
(YEA!) which is being taught after
hours at the Westfield High School.
Mitch Beinhaker, of The Beinhaker
Law Firm, LLC, is the managing
director of the program, which was
started by the University of Roches-
ter in 2004. Several local experienced
businesspersons, including Katie
Cantor of the former Bath Junkie and
Gene Jannotti of Garwood, have been
instructing the students as the stu-
dents learn to build a business plan
around their own product or service,
develop their financial plans, operat-
ing costs and profit and loss state-
ments.

Participating in the YEA! program
are students from Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood and
Garwood. They will make their pre-
sentations at the program’s annual
YEA! Investor Panel consisting of
members of our business commu-
nity.

Each panelist has donated their
time, along with $500. Based on the
appeal and merit of the student’s plans
and presentations, panel participants
will determine the amount of funds to
allocate to each business. This will
take place Wednesday, March 26with
a reception starting at 5:30 p.m. and
the presentations from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Westfield High School Audito-
rium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.
The Master of Ceremonies will be
Bernie Wagenblast, travel reporter
for 1010 WINS and 101.5. This event
is free and open to the public.

The Young Entrepreneurs Acad-
emy, or YEA!, is an educational pro-
gram that takes students in grades six
through 12 through the process of
starting and running real businesses
over the course of a full academic
year. Students work in close coop-
eration with local leaders of industry,
community members, and educators

to develop ideas and objectives, write
business plans, pitch potential inves-
tors, obtain funding, register with
governmental agencies, develop their
brand identity and much more! By
the end of the class, students own and
operate fully functioning businesses
that can be carried on after gradua-
tion. Students learn to make a job—
not just take a job!

In April, the managing director and
volunteers will begin to organize and
promote for next year’s class. For
more information about volunteer
opportunities and applying to the pro-
gram, contact Mitch Beinhaker at
(908) 229-4924 or e-mail
yea@westfieldareachamber.com.

We Must Take Concrete Steps
To Improve Student Education

More than 2,000 years ago Aristotle
warned, “All who have meditated on
the governing of mankind have been
convinced that the fate of empires de-
pends on the education of youth.”

But what would Aristotle have
thought of our beloved country in 2012
ranking 36th out of 61 countries in
mathematics, reading and science
among 15-year-old students? (Pro-
gram for International Assessment of
the Organization for Economic Co-
Operation and Development). Or the
“historical illiteracy” about which
noted American historian David
McCullough rails? Or that 25 percent
of students fail to graduate high school,
as many as 60 percent of college fresh-
men need remedial education, and
millions of jobs are unfilled because
of a scarcity of qualified applicants?
(United States Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan, letter on President
Obama’s Fiscal Year 2011 Budget,
January 29, 2010).

The National Council on Teacher
Quality, funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, the Carnegie Cor-
poration, the Heinz Endowments and
the Walton Foundation, among oth-
ers, reported on teacher quality in New
Jersey in 2013 (“2013 State Teacher
Policy Yearbook: New Jersey,” Janu-
ary 2014).

“Elementary teacher candidates are
not required to take a science of read-
ing test to ensure knowledge of effec-
tive reading instruction, and prepara-
tion programs are not required to ad-
dress this critical topic. Some second-
ary social studies teachers are not re-
quired to pass content tests for each
discipline they are licensed to teach. A
pedagogy test is not required as a
condition of licensure. There are no
requirements to ensure student teach-
ers are placed with cooperating teach-
ers who were selected based on evi-
dence of effectiveness. The teacher-
preparation program approval process
does not hold programs accountable
for the quality of the teachers they
produce.”

“Licensure advancement and re-
newal are not based on teacher
effectiveness…The state does not sup-
port performance pay or additional
compensation for relevant prior work
experience, working in high-need
schools or teaching in shortage sub-
ject areas…Although ineffectiveness
is grounds for dismissal, the state al-
lows multiple appeals for teachers who
are dismissed. Performance is not con-
sidered in determining which teachers
to lay off during reductions in force.”

The Foundation for Excellence in
Education, founded by former Florida
Governor Jeb Bush and funded by
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the GE
Foundation, the Charles and Helen

Schwab Foundation, and the Walton
Family Foundation, among others,
reported that only 32 percent of eigth-
grade students in New Jersey in 2011
were proficient in reading. Only 47
percent in mathematics.

The Common Core State Standards
Initiative is a states-led effort to de-
velop consistent national education
standards for mathematics, English
language arts, and literacy in history/
social studies, science and technical
subjects to ensure that high-school
students are prepared to enter college
or enter the work force and is coordi-
nated by the National Governors As-
sociation and by the Council of Chief
State School Officers. (Common Core
website).

The United States Chamber of Com-
merce supports Common Core.
“America’s K-12 education system is
not adequately preparing students for
careers or postsecondary education.
The result is a persistent skills gap that
is impacting the nation’s competitive-
ness.” (website).

United States Army, “The develop-
ment of these common standards
will…benefit the thousands of mili-
tary dependent students whose fre-
quent moves are often at odds with
local standards.” (Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Army Accessions
Command).

Bill Gates, “Common Core is among
the most important education ideas in
years.” (USA Today, February 12,
2014).

But the problem is one of imple-
mentation. The National Education
Association, “Elected public officials,
school administrators, and other stake-
holders are part of the accountability
system” (website). The New Jersey
School Boards Association, “Local
school boards, principals, superinten-
dents and others will decide how the
standards are to be met.” (Assembly
Education Committee testimony, Feb-
ruary 10, 2014) The American Fed-
eration of Teachers wants “to ensure
that teachers have a voice in the imple-
mentation of the Common Core.”
(website).

Yet how much voice should be given
to teachers, school administrators and
school boards when the present system
they manage is failing the students and
the country? Nor can parents be ex-
cused from their responsibility to pro-
vide a learning environment at home!
Nor the political system that makes the
amount of public education funding
often so uncertain?

We must do a much better job of
educating the young generations.
Enough talking the talk. Now is the
time to walk the walk!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Bd. of Health Adopts Smoking Ban
Goals, Distributes Bike Helmets

The Westfield Board of Health met
on March 3. We did not meet in
February due to the weather.

In addition to meeting or exceed-
ing all of its state mandates, the board
adopted goals to eliminate cigarette
smoking in parks and recreational
facilities and to address prescription
drug abuse.

In January and February, 39 retail
food establishments were inspected,
and all but three were satisfactory.
Two establishments were condition-
ally satisfactory and are being moni-
tored. The third restaurant was pre-
operational and was satisfactory the
next day.

The “Be Hard Headed” campaign
successfully distributed its remain-
ing 24 bicycle and sports helmets and
reflector kits to children and toddlers
and educated them and their parents.
The department will seek to obtain
additional helmets for distribution.

Immunization compliance audits
were completed at six child care fa-
cilities. Compliance rates ranged from
63 percent to 100 percent. Nursing
counseling was provided and poorly
performing programs will be re-au-
dited. One program already re-au-
dited went from 64 percent to 99
percent compliance.

The New Jersey Cancer Education
and Early Detection (CEED) Pro-
gram is now present in our child
health clinics to provide information

to uninsured or underinsured indi-
viduals who may qualify for breast,
cervical, colorectal and prostate
screening.

The Vaccines for Adults Program
continues to offer vaccines against
pneumonia, shingles, meningitis,
human papilloma virus (HPV), and
tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis
(Tdap) for uninsured individuals or
persons with Medicaid or Medicare
(but not Part D).

For more information about these
two programs, please contact Laura
Scanlon, the public health nursing
Supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, ex-
tension 4074 or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

The health department is sponsor-
ing health screenings with Overlook
Medical Center in the municipal
building. Cholesterol screening will
be on Thursday, March 20, from 10
to 11:30 a.m. and requires a $10
charge. For more information and to
register, please call the Overlook
Medical Center Community Health
Department at 1-800-247-9580.

The complete minutes of the March
3 meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our Monday, April 7
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. The public is
invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Letters to the Editor

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Auto & Pedestrian Accidents

Includes
• Easy to read checklist

• Common buying mistakes

• Coverage you really need — and don’t need 

• What to do if you’re in an accident

• Confusing insurance terms defined

What You Need To Know 
and the insurance company 
won’t tell you!

New Jersey Car Insurance 
Buyer’s Guide:

by Francis M. Smith, Esq., NJ Personal Injury Attorney Frank's latest

book now

available on

Amazon!

NJ Car Insurance

Buyer's Guide

Free to local residents for a limited time at
www.NJCarInsuranceGuide.com

Author Francis M. Smith, Esq.

Accident Lawyer

"Most people learn the hard way they have the

wrong car insurance - after an accident. So I wrote

a book to read even before you talk to the gecko."

Francis M. Smith, Esq. • 928 Mountain Ave • Mountainside, NJ

www.FrankSmithLaw.com     908.233.5800

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Lance: President Trying to
Circumvent Congress on ACA

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), a member of
the House Energy and Commerce
Health Subcommittee, issued the fol-
lowing statement regarding the
Obama Administration’s decision to
“once again circumvent Congress and
delay a key provision of the
President’s health care law.”

“For months the President failed
to act as millions of Americans lost
health care coverage under his bro-
ken promise of, ‘if you like your
plan, you can keep it.’ Now, on the
day when the House acted in a bipar-
tisan capacity to delay the individual
mandate under ObamaCare (Afford-
able Care Act (ACA), the President
has once again, through unilateral
executive action, circumvented Con-
gress and announced a new delay
that will allow some consumers to
keep health plans until past the end
of the Obama presidency. Today’s

announcement is a blatant attempt
to protect politically vulnerable
Democrats from the President’s in-
creasingly unpopular health care law.”

Since ObamaCare was enacted in
2010, the administration has delayed
or modified parts of the law more
than 20 times through unilateral ex-
ecutive action rather than through the
constitutional law making process.
In response, Rep. Lance has joined
fellow conservative lawmakers in
support of the STOP Act (H. Res.
442) to rein in an out-of-control ex-
ecutive branch that, he said, has far
exceeded its constitutional limits at
many turns.

Pallone Supportive of
 President’s Budget

 WASHINGTON, D. C.— Rep.
Frank Pallone (D-6th) said about Presi-
dent Barck Obama’s Fiscal Year 2015
Budget:

“...I am pleased that the President’s
budget has a strong focus on job cre-
ation by encouraging manufacturing,
one of the bright spots in our economy,
as well as expanding research and inno-
vation and making investments in infra-
structure.

“The President’s budget lays out a
plan to expand opportunities for the
middle class and those working to join
it by building on the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), investing in new educa-
tion and job training programs, and
calling on Congress to increase the
minimum wage and extend unemploy-
ment insurance to the long-term unem-
ployed. Prominently featured in his
budget is President Obama’s call for
improved fiscal responsibility by build-
ing on the savings established through
the Affordable Care Act and ending tax
disparities that unfairly favor the
wealthiest Americans over the middle
class.

“I was particularly pleased to see the
President touch on his Climate Action
Plan to cut carbon pollution.”

See more news at:
www.goleader.com
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LOYAL SUPPORTER...Imagine Executive Director and founder Mary Robinson,
left, is presented with a grant by Laura Mann, funeral director, and Tom Keiser,
executive director, of the Memorial Funeral Home of Fanwood. The grant is from
The York Children’s Foundation, which was established in 1992 to disburse
funds to non-profit organizations that work for the benefit of children. Ms. Mann,
a volunteer facilitator with Imagine, assisted in securing the donation for
Imagine, a year-round grief support program for children and families. Memo-
rial Funeral Home also is a supporter of Imagine.

PCW Invites Musicians
For Open Mic Night

WESTFIELD — The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will host a free
open mic night for local musicians to
perform on Friday, March 21, from 7
to 10 p.m. in Westminster Hall, lo-
cated at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. Westminster Hall is the
newly renovated historical building in
front of the main church. Free parking
is available behind the church.

Participants are invited to come play
with the onsite host rock band or take
the stage themselves. All ages are
welcome. For more information, con-
tact OpenMicWestfield@gmail.com.

Temple Sholom to Present
Talk on Jews From Egypt

FANWOOD — Temple Sholom
of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host
a lecture on Jews from Egypt on
Sunday, March 23, beginning at 7
p.m. This program will be offered
free of charge courtesy
of a grant from the Rabbi
Nathanson Fund.

In 1948, there were es-
timated to be approxi-
mately 80,000 Jews liv-
ing in Egypt. By 1970,
there were no more than
300. Participants will
consider the experience
of what some have
termed the “second Exo-
dus” of Jews from Egypt.

Temple Sholom’s Etz
Chayim adult education
committee will present Viviane
Acker Levy, a living witness to the
uprooting of Egyptian Jewry. She
will discuss her personal experi-
ence as an Egyptian Jew and her
subsequent emigration from Egypt.

Temple Sholom currently is lo-
cated in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church at the corner of Martine and
La Grande Avenues in Fanwood.
The congregation’s chapel is around
the corner off Marian Avenue. Visi-
tors are asked to enter through the

door on Marian Avenue marked
Temple Sholom. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Founded in 1913,
Temple Sholom is a Re-
form Jewish Congrega-
tion led by Rabbi Joel N.
Abraham and Cantor
Darcie Sharlein. The
temple and its religious
school are home to about
250 families from the
greater Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area. The temple
has begun building its fu-
ture home on five acres of
land in Scotch Plains.
Temple Sholom is a mem-

ber of the Union for Reform Judaism.
For more information about the temple
or joining the congregation, call (908)
889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Viviane Acker Levy

Golden Agers Offer
Playhouse Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Golden Agers Club
invites members of the community
to join club members for a visit to
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Wednesday, April 9, for the com-
edy revue Busybody and a lun-
cheon.

Tickets are $70, which include
the play, luncheon and bus ride
from the Scotch Hills Country Club
parking lot, located at Plainfield
Avenue and Jerusalem Road in
Scotch Plains. The bus will leave
at 10 a.m. that day.

The menu will feature Yankee
pot roast, chicken cordon bleu,
fried shrimp platter,  summer
herbed cod, vegetable lasagna,
vegetable kabobs and the Chef’s
Daily Special, with accompani-
ments. A dessert table will follow.
All are welcome to participate.

The Golden Agers Club offers
senior citizens a chance to meet
with their peers, share ideas, inter-
act and gather useful information.
The club meets weekly, Septem-
ber through June, on Thursdays at
10 a.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. Membership, theater, musi-
cal revues and fun activity trips are
available to everyone. For club in-
formation, call Jean DeTore at
(908) 889-4121 and for trip de-
tails, call Joan Dietrich at (908)
322-4015.

POLICE BLOTTER
Hale Series to Commence
With Talk on N.J.’s 350th

WESTFIELD — The Reverend Dr.
Robert Higgs, a historian and pastor
of the First Presbyterian Church of
Elizabeth, will kick off the 2014 Anne
and Lee Hale Speaker Se-
ries on Wednesday, March
19, with a talk on
“Elizabethtown: the 350th
Celebration of the Found-
ing of New Jersey.”

The speech will begin
at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Reverend Higgs is a
chairman for this year’s
observance of the anni-
versary of the royal char-
ter that established the
colony of New Jersey. His
church, located next to the Union
County Courthouse, is on the grounds
where the colonists founded
Elizabethtown.

Many activities are planned across
the Garden State to celebrate the found-
ing, and Reverend Higgs has been
involved in organizing these events.

Reverend Higgs, who has served
in ministries in Zambia, Pa. and
New Jersey, holds degrees from the
University of Virginia as well as a
master’s and doctorate from

Princeton Seminary.
His talk will be the first of four

scheduled this year in the popular
series named after the late Anne and

Lee Hale. Anne Hale, who
passed away in 2007, was
an active member of the
Westfield community and
a library patron. Her hus-
band, well known for his
years of leadership in many
local organizations, was the
founder of the Speaker Se-
ries. He died last year.

Funding for the series
comes from The Thomas
Glasser Foundation and
The Anne and Lee Hale
Fund.

Later this year, the series
will host talks by Dr. Darlene Gibbon
of the Rutgers Cancer Institute; Bruce
Johnson, “Devil’s Den” columnist for
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, and Freia
Mitarai, a former Westfielder who has
headed the volunteer programs at the
Metropolitan Museum in Manhattan.

Those wishing to attend the Higgs
talk are asked to pre-register online
by accessing wmlnj.org and clicking
on the Online Calendar, or by calling
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.

Rev. Robert Higgs

WILL A COURT FORCE YOU TO PAY FOR 
YOUR CHILD'S COLLEGE EXPENSES? 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE ALIMONY  
REFORM MOVEMENT IN NEW JERSEY? 

FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE.

 

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 

Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 40 

years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. 

Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva M. Uhrik, Esq., will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review 

of changed financial and child related-circumstances, and how the current economic climate and new 

proposed legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial savings, 

while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in 

Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already 

divorced, the Seminar will also be of value in explaining post-divorce rights and obligations of former 

spouses. 

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees

Reservations Required (No last names needed) 
Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served   

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2014
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 

Terrill Road Baptist
To Hold Hymn Sing

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Terrill
Road Baptist Church will hold its
popular Hymn Sing on Saturday,
March 22, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
church’s Fellowship Hall. All are in-
vited to attend this fun evening.

The Hymn Sing is a casual oppor-
tunity for participants to flip through
the hymnal, make requests and join
their voices with others. Coffee and
dessert will be provided. For more
information or to reserve a spot, call
the church office at (908) 322-7151.

The Terrill Road Baptist Church is
located at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. Sunday morning worship is at
10:45 a.m., following Bible study for
all ages at 9:30 a.m. The Reverend
William C. Page is pastor.

Historical Society to Feature
Program on Colonial Clocks

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will present a pro-
gram entitled “Clock Making in Co-
lonial East New Jersey (1740-1830)
on Friday, March 21, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield Municipal Building
Community Room, located at 425
East Broad Street.

In early America, craftsmen came
together to build the bourgeoning
clock-making industry. Two schools
of clock making developed, one in
Burlington, West Jersey, and the
other in Elizabethtown, East Jersey.
Initially, the clockmakers followed
English designs but eventually de-
veloped their own uniquely Ameri-
can style.

The craftsmen of both the clock-
making industry and the cabinet-
making industry worked together to
raise the “grandfather clock” to its
ultimate expression of elegance as
seen in the Federal clocks produced
in places like Elizabethtown,
Westfield, New Brunswick and
Flemington.

Guest speaker David Sperling, MD
graduated with a double degree in
Fine Arts and Pre-Med Science from
Columbia College in New York. Af-
ter continuing on to medical school
and enjoying a career in the medical
industry, Dr. Sperling returned to
his original interests in fine arts and
now is the proprietor of Father &
Sons Antiques. He is both a lecturer
and appraiser of clocks and watches.

The Westfield Historical Society
will present this program in associa-
tion with the New Jersey Council for
the Humanities. Open to the public
and free of charge, this program is

funded by the Horizons Speakers
Bureau of the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state partner of
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

For further information, call the
Westfield Historical Society’s office
at (908) 654-1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Temple to Celebrate
Purim March 15-16

SPRINGFIELD — Temple Beth
Ahm Yisrael, located at 60 Temple
Drive in Springfield, will celebrate
the joyous festival of Purim with
activities for all ages.

In conjunction with the 50th anni-
versary of the “British invasion,” the
temple invites the community for a
Beatles musical adaptation of
Megillat Esther on Saturday, March
15, beginning at 7 p.m. A suggested
costume to wear is something
“groovy” from the 1960s.

On Sunday, March 16, a full
Megillah reading will take place at 9
a.m. A Family Purim Celebration and
Megillah Extravaganza will be held at
10 a.m. The Annual Purim Carnival
will be presented at 11:30 a.m., in-
cluding games, food, prizes and crafts.

Westfield ‘Y’ Schedules
Healthy Back Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” has announced the return
of its four-week program “Way to a
Healthy Back” at the Main Y Facil-
ity, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. The program will run on
Fridays, March 21 to April 11, from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

AmeriCare Physical Therapy will
provide the knowledge and tools to
put participants in control of their
back and neck. Individuals will
learn posture tips, core exercises
and proper body mechanics, includ-
ing safety with lifting, bending, sit-
ting and standing. After four weeks,
attendees will leave the program
with generalized exercises for re-
ducing the risk of back injuries.

The class is open to members and
non-members for a fee. Registration
is available online for members at
westfieldynj.org or in person for non-
members at the Welcome Center.

For questions or for more infor-
mation on the “Way to a Healthy
Back” program, contact Jean White,
Health and Wellness director, at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 246,
or e-mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

Westfield
Tuesday, March 4, Yuriy Buchak,

21, of Westfield was arrested pursu-
ant to a field investigation on the 500
block of West Broad Street on charges
of aggravated assault on a police of-
ficer, obstruction of the administra-
tion of law, disorderly conduct, re-
sisting arrest, possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS),
identified by police as less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, and
driving while intoxicated (DWI).
According to police, Buchak struck
an officer multiple times in an at-
tempt to avoid arrest. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and committed to
the Union County jail in lieu of
$25,000 bail.

Tuesday, March 4, Gregory
Previlon, 18, of Westfield was arrested
for obstructing the administration of
law pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of Mountain Avenue and North
Chestnut Street. Previlon was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released with a
mandatory court date.

Wednesday, March 5, Karen
Rivera, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
for $89 following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue near Livingston
Street. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 5, Santos
Zavala, 38, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on two active South Plainfield
warrants, for a total of $1,300 bail,
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue near Downer Street.
He was turned over to the South
Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, March 5, Jesenia Co-
lon, 27, of Rahway was arrested on
an outstanding Garwood warrant for
$89 following a motor vehicle stop at
Central and East South Avenues.
Colon posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, March 5, Dennis
Rodriguez, 36, of Plainfield was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Livingston Street
and charged with hindering appre-
hension. He also was arrested on a
no-bail Atlantic County Sheriff’s
Office warrant. Bail was set at $2,500
on the hindering apprehension
charge. Rodriguez was given a March
13 court date and was held on the no-
bail warrant at the Union County jail.

Friday, March 7, Michelle Paredes,
34, of Fords was arrested and charged
with two counts of aggravated as-
sault and one count of possession of
cocaine. The arrest stemmed from
the investigation of a motor vehicle
crash on Roger Avenue in which
Paredes was charged with DWI. Ac-
cording to police, Paredes struck a
tree with her vehicle, which caused
injuries to two children who were
passengers in the car. Bail was set at
$10,000 with a 10-percent cash op-
tion. She posted bail and was re-
leased with a future court date.

Friday, March 7, Jose A.
Maldonado, 27, of Union City was
arrested on an outstanding National
Crime Information Center (NCIC)
warrant for $1,023.57 pursuant to an
investigation at West Grove Street
and Rahway Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, March 7, Chris
Higginbotham, 31, of Westfield was
arrested on the 400 block of Rahway
Avenue pursuant to an investiga-
tion. Higginbotham had an out-
standing Westfield warrant for
$2,500 and was released on his own
recognizance per the Westfield
Municipal Court pending an April
9 court date.

Friday, March 7, Douglas Ferrer,
28, of Elizabeth was arrested after
turning himself in at police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield
warrant for $178. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, March 7, a resident of the
300 block of Saint Georges Place
reported a theft. According to the
victim, an unidentified individual
removed an unknown amount of cop-
per piping from the residence.

Monday, March 10, a theft was re-
ported on the 1500 block of Lamberts
Mill Road in which a cell phone, val-
ued at $600, was taken from a school.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 3, a resident of

Roberts Lane reported that someone
made approximately $700 in pur-
chases on his credit card without his
authorization.

Wednesday, March 5, Roman
Buchak, 29, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Westfield
Avenue on an outstanding $2,478
warrant issued by the Westfield Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Thursday, March 6, a resident of
Marion Lane reported that sometime
overnight someone attempted to gain
entry into her house through a base-
ment window.

Saturday, March 8, a resident of
Canterbury Drive reported that some-
time during the day someone entered
her residence and, once inside, re-
moved several pieces of jewelry. Ac-
cording to police, there were no signs
of forced entry.

Saturday, March 8, Tommy Wietry,
24, of Sayreville was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop on Hetfield Avenue. After Wietry
failed several field sobriety tests at

the scene, he was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, March 9, a resident of East
Second Street reported that some-
time overnight someone damaged her
mailbox.

Sunday, March 9, a resident of
Henry Street reported that someone
made approximately $3,000 in pur-
chases on his credit card without his
authorization.

Sunday, March 9, Jose Vasquez,
Jr., 25, of Belleville was arrested af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Raritan
Road on a $500 warrant issued by the
Scotch Plains Court. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Fanwood
Monday, March 3, Tyron Gardner,

26, of Jersey City was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at La
Grande and Beech Avenues on active
warrants out of Warren Township,
Watchung and Irvington. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Warren
Township Police Department.

Wednesday, March 5, James Lloyd,
44, of Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Martine
Avenue and Paterson Road on an ac-
tive warrant out of Westfield. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, March 6, Alfredo
Ramirez-Garcia, 47, of Fanwood was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 300 block of Terrill Road
on an active warrant out of Fanwood.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Sunday, March 9, Dynisha Gibson,
31, of Allentown, Pa. was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of North Avenue on an active
warrant out of Plainfield. She was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Mountainside
Monday, February 24, a resident

of Minisink Way in Westfield reported
that he was driving on Route 22 when
the car in front of him hit a pothole,
which caused the under-mount spare
tire to dislodge and strike his vehicle,
causing damage.

Monday, February 24, Catalino Sic-
Ramiree, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for driving without a license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Tuesday, February 25, Stanley E.
Williams, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.

Tuesday, February 25, Shannan N.
Hunter, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Tuesday, February 25, a break-in
was reported at a Springfield Avenue
residence. Forced entry was gained
through the rear of the house. One or
more suspects ransacked the master
bedroom, hall closet and living room
before leaving through the front door
with approximately $30,000 in jew-
elry. According to police, it is unknown
at this time if anything else is missing.

Thursday, February 27, police re-
sponded to Forest Hill Way on the
report of an overflowing toilet. Ac-
cording to police, when the officer
arrived water and dirt were coming
from the toilet and the Department of
Public Works determined that the
sewer line in front of the house was
blocked. An undetermined amount
of damage was caused to the base-
ment, police said.

Thursday, February 27, a resident
of Highwood Drive reported that
her front license plate was missing
from her motor vehicle. She was
advised to notify the Division of
Motor Vehicles and to return to po-
lice headquarters so that her plate
could be entered as missing and/or
stolen, police reported.

Friday, February 28, a resident of
Bradford Street reported that while driv-
ing on Route 22, her motor vehicle
struck a large pothole, causing damage
to her wheel and deflating the tire.

Saturday, March 1, Darwin Javier
Mejia-Monge, 21, of North Plainfield
was arrested for driving without a
license. According to police, an inves-
tigation revealed that he had never had
a license. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 1, Travis E.
Blaine, 29, of Willingboro was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after he
was found sleeping behind the wheel
of his motor vehicle on Route 22 at
Lawrence Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

Monday, March 3, Eduardo P.
Valdivia, 33, of Garfield was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
and on a warrant out of Bloomfield
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.

Tuesday, March 4, a resident of
Kenilworth came into police headquar-
ters to report that he was driving on
Route 22 near Mill Lane when his
motor vehicle struck a pothole, causing
damage to the passenger-side front tire.

Friday, March 7, Steven C.
Eichhoff, 70, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on New Provi-
dence Road near Route 22. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, March 8, Sharon E. Daly,
38, of Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
driving with a suspended license. She
was processed and released at the scene.
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Torah Center Invites All
To Purim Celebrations

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center will present
multiple Family Purim Celebrations
at the center, located at 509 Central
Avenue in Westfield.

A Megillah reading will be held
this Saturday, March 15, at 8:15 p.m.,
followed by Hamantashen and re-
freshments. This program will be
open to the public free of charge.

The Torah Center will offer another
Megillah reading this Sunday, March
16, at 8:30 a.m. Additionally on Sun-
day, the Torah Center will host a Fam-
ily Purim Celebration entitled “Purim
in Israel.” There will be a Megillah
reading at 10:30 a.m. with a simulta-
neous slide show for children that will
take them through the entire story of
Purim as it is written in the Megillah.

Children are invited to participate
in a masquerade contest. All children
dressed in costume will receive a
prize, and one special grand prize
will be awarded for the best costume.
In keeping with the “Purim in Israel”
theme, everyone is encouraged to
come dressed in “Israeli” costumes,
but any costume will work.

“Purim in Israel” will feature dif-
ferent stations with different activi-
ties, all with an Israel or Purim theme.
There will be a fee of $5 per person.

Falafel will be sold separately at a
discounted price. Sponsorships are
available for $180. Reservations are
preferred but not required.

The Torah Center will hold a
Megillah reading Sunday at 5 p.m.
for those who have not yet had a
chance to hear it, followed by a ca-
tered Community Purim Dinner and
a performance by comedian Chris
Monty. The cost is $25 per person
and $180 for sponsorships.

All programs will be open to the
public and everyone is welcome. For
more information and to respond for
the dinner, call the center at (908) 789-
5252 or e-mail info@torahcenter.org
or register online at torahcenter.org.

Ms. Stephanie A. Addison and Edward W. Hogan

Edward W. Hogan to Wed
Ms. Stephanie A. Addison

Edward and Lucretia Hogan of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Edward Walter
Hogan, to Ms. Stephanie Ann
Addison. She is the daughter of Ed-
ward and Linda Addison of Washing-
ton Township, N.J.

A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bridegroom received
a Bachelor of Science degree in Com-
puter Engineering from Fairfield Uni-
versity in Connecticut in 2005. He is
employed as a technical support man-
ager with VeriFone in Piscataway.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Westwood High School in Washing-
ton Township in 2003 and from Wil-
liam Paterson University in 2007 with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Market-

ing. She is a marketing director for
Green Hill Retirement Community
in West Orange.

The couple plans to wed in Sep-
tember.

Justin S. Rowinsky and Miss Ana C. Saraiva

Miss Ana C. Saraiva
To Wed Justin S. Rowinsky

Carlos Saraiva and Maria Jose
Areias of San Rafael, Calif. and
Anabela Santos of Lisbon, Portu-
gal announce the engagement of
their daughter, Miss Ana Catarina
Saraiva, to Justin Spieker Rowinsky,
son of Heidi Spieker-Gerhard and
Kay Horst Gerhard of Scotch Plains
and the late Gary Rowinsky.

The future bride is a journalist at
Bloomberg News and graduated
with Bachelor of Arts degrees in
journalism and Spanish from the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

Her fiancé is pursuing a juris doc-
tor degree at Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center and will graduate
in May. He will begin a clerkship
for the Honorable J. Frederick Motz
of the U.S. District Court for the
District of Maryland in August. Mr.
Rowinsky graduated with honors
from Boston College with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Biology
and is a 2005 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

A September 2015 wedding is
planned and the couple will live in
Washington, D.C.

Son, Sean Joseph,
Born to McCormacks
Laurie and Kevin McCormack of

Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Sean Joseph
McCormack, on Thursday, February
13, 2014, at 2:14 p.m. at Morristown
Memorial Hospital.

Sean weighed 7 pounds and 10
ounces and measured 20.5 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Edward and Lucretia Hogan of
Westfield. John and Kathleen
McCormack, also of Westfield, are
his paternal grandparents.

This Is Westfield  2014
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 42nd Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Children in Trouble With the Law?

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

FCC Invites Community
To Open House Sunday

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield
invites prospective members to a
special Visitors Worship and Open
House this Sunday, March 16, at 10
a.m. All individuals and families
who are seeking a new faith com-
munity are invited to attend. Visi-
tors will find a welcome table with
information packets and a special
gift inside the church entrance at
125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

A member of the United Church
of Christ, First Congregational
Church is an inclusive fellowship
of people from a diversity of faith
backgrounds. The open house will
be an opportunity for visitors to
experience a Congregational wor-

ship celebration, led by the Rever-
end Mark Boyea, senior minister.
Church school and childcare will
be provided during the service for
children of all ages.

First Congregational Church of-
fers a variety of ministry and fel-
lowship opportunities for all ages,
including adult education, music
programs, community service and
summer mission trips. During cof-
fee hour directly following the ser-
vice, representatives from the
church’s boards will be on hand to
provide information about outreach,
education and fellowship programs.

For further information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494 or
visit facebook.com/FCCwestfield.

Junior Woman’s Club Slates
‘Breakfast With the Bunny’

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club will present
“Breakfast with the Bunny” on Sat-
urday, April 5, at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. Two seating times
are planned, the first at 9:30 a.m.
and the second at 11 a.m.

Parents and children alike will
be able to enjoy a light breakfast
and children can make a cute craft
and have their photo taken with the
Easter Bunny. Tickets are required
for both parents and children.

Advance tickets will be available
for purchase through Monday,
March 31, from the Cranford Public

Library or Periwinkle’s Gifts for $6
each or online at cranfordjwc.com
for $7 (there is a $1 convenience fee
for tickets purchased online). Tick-
ets purchased online will be avail-
able for pickup at the door.

Seating is limited. Interested per-
sons are encouraged to purchase their
tickets as soon as possible to ensure
their desired seating time is avail-
able. All tickets are non-refundable.
Proceeds will benefit the Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club Scholarship
Fund, which is open to any Cranford
resident graduating from high school
in 2014. For more information, e-
mail cranfordjwc@yahoo.com.

Temple to Present
Torah on Tap

SPRINGFIELD — Temple Beth
Ahm Yisrael, located at 60 Temple
Drive in Springfield, will present To-
rah on Tap Men’s Study Group on
Thursday, March 20, at 7:45 p.m. No
prior experience is necessary for this
evening of study and microbrews.
There is no charge and all are wel-
come. For more information, call
(973) 376-0539, extension no. 11, or
visit tbaynj.org.

www.goleader.com



Page 8  Thursday, March 13, 2014 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Community Art Workshops
On Tap For This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The com-
munity is invited to participate in
an afternoon of arts workshops at
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church this Sunday, March 16,
from 2 to 6 p.m.

Hosted by local artists, this event
will feature a variety of art workshops
for everyone. Workshops for elemen-
tary-school-age children will include
drawing/collage from nature as well
as recycled art. Workshops for adults
and teens will include a workshop on
basic drawing as well as perspective
drawing. Light snacks and refresh-
ments will be available for purchase
throughout the afternoon. All neces-
sary supplies will be provided.

The schedule is as follows: Reg-
istration: 2 to 2:15 p.m.; Set 1
Workshops: 2:15 to 3:45 p.m.
(Drawing/Collage from Nature and
Basic Drawing); Break/Registra-
tion: 3:45 to 4:30 p.m.; Set 2 Work-
shops: 4:30 to 6 p.m. (Recycled
Art and Perspective Drawing).

Interested persons are asked to
register by Friday, March 14. Space
is limited, so individuals should
reserve a space by providing their
name and age via e-mail to:
artforallworkshop@gmail.com. A
parent or guardian must accom-
pany anyone under age 18.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian

Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, off of Martine Avenue, in Scotch
Plains. This arts program will be made
possible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands)
grant from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Gertrud Marion Sheip, 87, Had Been
Real Estate Broker and Volunteer

Gertrud Marion Sheip, 87, died
peacefully on Saturday, March 1,
2014, at her home at The Chelsea in
Fanwood, N.J.

She was born Gertrud Marion
Menzinger, to Maximilian and Anna
Menzinger on March 23, 1926, in
Bidingen, Germany. She is survived
by her daughter Tina Wasilewski
and her husband, Stan; her daughter
Melanie Mace and her husband,
Rick; her grandchildren, Julia,
Stephanie, Jennifer and Max, and
several nephews, nieces and cous-
ins. Her older sister, Mathilde Hoesl,
and her older brother, Oskar
Menzinger, preceded her in death.

As a young child, Gertrud (known
as Marion) moved to Marktoberdorf,
Germany in 1929. She attended high
school in Munich and Kaufbeuren,
Germany. She also studied at the
College for Foreign Languages in
Fussen, Germany. Marion obtained a
Diploma for English and French Lan-
guages. Afterwards, she studied at
Alliance Francaise — part of
l’Universite Paris-Sorbonne in Paris,
France. Marion obtained a Diplome
de la Langue Francaise in 1953. She
worked for the Marshall Plan attached
to the American Embassy in Paris
from 1953 to 1955. Marion worked
for Urwick Orr and Partners in Rome,
Italy from 1955 to 1956. She left for
the United States in 1957 and worked
for Miles Standish at Council for
International Progress in Manage-
ment, Inc. in New York City.

On July 11, 1959, Marion married
Elwood Sheip in Philadelphia, Pa.
They moved to Allendale, N.J. and
Marion left the workforce to raise her
daughters. She was divorced in 1983.
Marion became a successful real es-
tate broker and worked 26 years, first
for Van Houten Real Estate and later
for Coldwell Banker Real Estate in
Allendale. In 2001, Marion retired
and moved to Westwood, Mass., near
her daughter Melanie. She volun-
teered in the Westwood Public Li-
brary and the Dedham Country Day
School Library in Dedham, Mass.
She also was a member of the
Westwood Garden Club. In 2007,
Marion moved to Fanwood, near her
daughter Tina.

Marion was an avid traveler. She
loved to bake, garden, read and do
puzzles. Most of all, Marion loved
her family and enjoyed spending
time with her grandchildren.

In respect of Marion’s wishes, she
was privately cremated. Arrange-
ments were entrusted to Memorial
Funeral Home in Fanwood. A me-
morial service for the immediate
family is planned. Donations in her
memory may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, 7272
Greenville Avenue, Dallas, Tex.
75231 or online at donate.heart.org.
For more information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

March 13, 2014

George C. Dickson, 96, Was Product
Planner For Singer Sewing Machine

George Campbell “Cam” Dickson,
96, of Aiken, S.C., formerly of
Fanwood, N.J., died on Tuesday,
March 4, 2014, at Aiken Regional
Medical Centers. Services are pri-
vate and under the direction of the
South Carolina Cremation Society.

A son of the late Edward G.
Dickson and Marion Prentice
Dickson, he was born in Kenosha,
Wis. and was raised in suburban
Philadelphia. He had lived in
Fanwood for more than 60 years
before moving to Aiken in 2013.

Prior to retiring in the early 1980s
with over 40 years of service, he had
been a product planner for Singer

Sewing Machine in the New Jersey
area. He was a former member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

In addition to his parents, he was
predeceased by his wife, Marian (née
Schuessele).

He is survived by a son, Robert A.
(Dorie) Dickson of Aiken, S.C.; a
daughter, Lynn C. Heaston of
Acworth, Ga., and a sister, Margaret
Gebhardtsbauer of Silver Spring, Md.
He also is survived by three grand-
children, Steve Dickson, Mike
Dickson and Laura Stack, and one
great-grandson, M.J.

Expressions of sympathy may be
left at southcarolinacremation.com.

March 13, 2014

Mark R. Frega, 52, Business Owner;
Was Lifelong Resident of Westfield

Mark Richard Frega, 52, of
Westfield died suddenly on Wednes-
day, March 5, 2014.

Born in Chicago on March 13,
1961, Mark moved to Westfield with
his parents at the age of 6 and had
been a lifelong resident since.

As a graduate of Westfield High
School and Syracuse University,
Mark became the owner and opera-
tor of his own business, Landmark
Management. He was a devoted com-
municant of St. Bernard and St.
Stanislaus Church in Plainfield.

Surviving are his wife, Christina
(Clair); five children, Katherine,
Mark Jr., Jennifer, Kevin and John;
his parents, Myrton and Alice Mae
(Davis) of Westfield; two sisters,

Linda Lapp and her husband, Doug,
of Robinsville and Pamela Lasher
and her husband, Mike, of Nash-
ville, Tenn., and his brother, Bud,
and his wife, Janet, of Oradell. He
also will be missed by his six nieces
and four nephews.

A Funeral Mass was held on Tues-
day, March 11, 2014, at St. Bernard
and St. Stanislaus Church, 368 Sumner
Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. 07062.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to St. Bernard of Clairvaux
and St. Stanislaus Kostka Church.

Funeral arrangements are under
the direction of the McCriskin-
Gustafson Home For Funerals,
www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com.

March 13, 2014

Shane S. Sheppard

Registration Is Open
For Kids Recreation

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration has begun
for its spring schedule of programs
for children.

Programs include Lego Club, Jun-
ior Scientists Lab, Little Bakers Work-
shop, Upcycle Sewing Workshop,
Design and Make Your Own Doll
Clothes Workshop, Design and Make
Your Own Flutter Top Workshop,
Hand Puppet Workshop, Tennis Les-
sons, Sports Squirts and T-Ball Squirts.

Additionally, in partnership with
the SKY Yoga studio on South Avenue
in Fanwood, the recreation depart-
ment is offering Yoga for Teen Girls,
Kids Yoga and Mommy and Me Yoga.

Most programs will begin the week
of Monday, March 31. For more
information, including detailed de-
scriptions, dates, times, location,
price and age group, and to register,
visit fanwoodrecreation.org.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003123-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: MARGARET STREET; WELLS

FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/09/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/24/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Eighteen
and 64/100*** $485,618.64.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2519 Waverly Place,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 2 (fka Lot 10) in Block: 6102 (fka
Block 161)

Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 x 90
Nearest Cross Street: Jerusalem Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available - you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any):

The plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnifi-
cation which will insure the successful bidder at
sale in respect to: Judgement#: J-005099-2004
in the amount of $1,446.00.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Two Thousand
One Hundred Twenty and 03/100*** $502,120.03
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: FCZ-138108-R1
4 T - 03/13, 03/20, 03/27
& 04/03/14 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004759

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-9726-12

Plaintiff: MIDWITT LLC, AS ASSIGNEE OF
VELOCITY COMMERCIAL CAPITAL, AS AS-
SIGNEE OF NORTHFIELD BANK

VS.
Defendant: 415 WESTFIELD AVENUE LIM-

ITED LIABILITY COMPANY AND RICHARD L.
Y ORKOWITZ

Sale Date: 03/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/08/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Thirty-Nine and 12/
100*** $428,039.12.

CONCISE PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The property to be sold is located in the Town

of Westfield in the County of Union.
Premises commonly known as: 415 Westfield

Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot #: 52 in Block #: 3003
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately):
The irregular-shaped site encompasses a to-

tal of 2,340+ square feet, or 0.054+ acre in area,
bases on municipal tax map. The subject site
contains 32.7+ feet of frontage along Westfield
Avenue and has an average depth of 75+ feet.

Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-One Thou-

sand Five Hundred Six and 79/100***
$451,506.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PORZIO, BROMBETRG & NEWMAN P.C.
100 SOUTHGATE PARKWAY
PO BOX 1997
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 07962-1997
(973) 538-4006
4 T - 02/20, 02/27, 03/06
& 03/13/13 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004829

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001587-11

Plaintiff: RUSHMORE CAPITAL PARTNERS,
LLC

VS.
Defendant: CLEAR CRYSTAL, LLC; BRAN-

DON E. SAMUELS
Sale Date: 03/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/12/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand Four Hundred Fifteen
and 23/100*** $183,415.23.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 446 Flanders Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 27 in Block: 1103
Dimensions of Lot: Approximately 40 x 146
Nearest Cross Street: East Second Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien infor:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available. You must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

The total amount due for tax lien # 11-23 is
$23,614.20. The lien redemption date is 9/11/13.

The total amount due for SEWER is $91.88 as
of 9/11/13.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any):

Troika Affiliates, Inc. /w Assignment to Secu-
rity National Bank & Trust Co., recorded 10/6/
1988, Book 0507, Page 0910, in the orginal
amount of $12,500.00.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand One Hundred Thirteen and 35/100***
$221,113.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-148462
4 T - 02/20, 02/27, 03/06
& 03/13/13 Fee: $222.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000039

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-46340-09

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-PA3

VS.
Defendant: DAVID FALK; LAURIE FALK;

WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/22/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four
and 89/100*** $561,134.89.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 623 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 3301
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 134x190
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road and

Evergreen Avenue.
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Five
Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-One and 72/
100*** $595,321.72 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-127958
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000017

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006190-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN P. SUBBIE; CRANER,

SATKIN, SCHEER, SCHWARTZ & ARNOLD,
P.C.; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.; MARIA
SUBBIE N/K/A MARIA SIMONE

Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/19/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four
and 62/100*** $365,674.62.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2201 Mountain Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 2904
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately)

46x59x81x50x128
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six
Thousand Eight Hundred Thirteen and 43/100***
$376,813.43 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-150622
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13005258

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004810-13

Plaintiff: CENLAR FSB
VS.
Defendant: DEBRA A. ABEIGON ALA DEBRA

A. DOUVILLE
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eight Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Eight and
46/100*** $308,538.46.

CONCISE STATEMENT OF DESCRIPTION
OF REAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD

MUNICIPALITY: Fanwood Borough
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 15 Stewart Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 26, LOT: 31
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 40.00 feet x 152.44

feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 165.00 feet

Northeasterly from the intersection of the North-
westerly sideline of Stewart Place with the North-
easterly sideline of Terrill Road.

SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): Barry Will-
iams holds a mortgage in the amount of
$200,000.00 as of 05/11/2006

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Eight and 03/
100*** $326,688.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $171.36

Cranford Historical Society
To Celebrate Quilts Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present
“American Quilts and Their History”
with Gail Small this Sunday, March
16, from 2 to 4 p.m. at The Crane-
Phillips House Museum, located at
124 North Union Avenue in Cranford.
The program will begin at 2:15 p.m.

This quilting program will high-
light three different times in Ameri-
can history. Attendees will hear
about the first designs used in patch-
work blocks; learn why colonial
women loved quilting bees, and
what they talked about during the
Migration Westward from 1830 to
1860. Participants also will learn
how, during the American Civil War,
women on both sides of the conflict
raised money for the war.

Additionally, attendees will hear
about when the first sewing machine
was patented; the availability of the
first mail-order catalogs and, finally,
why the 1920s was an exciting time

for women but how things changed
during the depression of the 1930s.
The program also will cover how the
sewing machine was modernized and
the first publication of quilt patterns
in newspapers.

Ms. Small is a member of the
State Quilt Guild of New Jersey, as
well as a professional speaker,
quilter and historian. She will show
several of her most unique quilts
during this event and explain the
various techniques.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are required.
To reserve a seat, call the Historical
Society’s office at (908) 276-0082 or
send an e-mail to
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford His-
torical Society, a non-profit organiza-
tion, has been dedicated to the preser-
vation and perpetuation of Cranford’s
history. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

VOICES IN HARMONY...The Friends of Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will present a concert by Vox Fidelis, a professional a cappella choir,
on Sunday, March 23, at 4 p.m. The concert will feature Renaissance choral music
prepared for the season of Lent. Vox Fidelis (“Faithful Voice”) is comprised of 10
singers, among them soprano Carey Hackett, pictured front row at center, who
also is a professional soloist in the St. Paul’s Parish Choir. St. Paul’s is located at
414 East Broad Street. Tickets may be purchased at the door. A donation of $20
is suggested for adults; students may attend for free. For more information, call
St. Paul’s Music Director Charles M. Banks at (908) 451-5082.

Assistance to Be Available
For Health Plan Enrollment

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from Get Covered America
will be at the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Saturday, March 22,
from noon to 4 p.m., to work with
area residents to complete and sub-
mit the application needed to enroll
in a health plan per the Affordable
Care Act before the Monday, March
31 deadline.

To make an appointment for indi-
vidual assistance with an application
at the library, contact Tatiana Castrillon
at (551) 206-8164 or sign up online to
attend at getcoveredamerica.org/event.
Efforts will be made to accommodate

drop-ins, but priority will be given to
registrants.

“You may qualify for financial
assistance. You cannot be denied due
to a pre-existing condition. All plans
must cover the important benefits
you need,” said Ms. Castrillon, who
added that Spanish-speaking persons
can receive assistance with the ap-
plication process that day as well.

Scotch Plains Public Library pro-
grams are free and open to the public.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.

www.goleader.com

Shane S. Sheppard, 22, SPFHS Athlete;
Was Active In Community Theater

Shane Stephen Sheppard, 22, died
on Sunday, March 9, 2014, at his
home in Scotch Plains.

Born in Edison, he was
a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains.

Shane attended Rutgers
Prep and graduated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High
School in 2009. After high
school, he attended Rhode
Island College. In high
school, he was a year-
round athlete, having
played football, wrestled
and baseball, as well as
being proficient at Tae
Kwon Do. He also was an
actor active in community
theater – at the Forum in Metuchen,
Middlesex Community College and
other off-Broadway productions. He
recently accepted a position as a de-
partment manager at Saks in West
Palm Beach, Fla.

He is survived by his parents,
Stephen and Gladys Lugo Sheppard;

his loving sister, Summer, and his
grandfather, Don Sheppard, Sr.; his
uncles, Kevin Sheppard, Donald

Sheppard, Jr. and Brian
Sheppard, and his aunt, Kim
Sheppard.

A Funeral Mass will be
offered at 10 a.m. today,
Thursday, March 13, at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church,
1571 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Interment
will follow at Alpine Cem-
etery in Perth Amboy.

Arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue,
Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Daytop New Jersey, At-
tention: Linda Nitka, 80 W. Main
Street, Mendham, N.J. 07945
(www.daytopnj.org). For additional
information or to sign the guestbook,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

March 13, 2014
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PERFECT…Four Westfield High School eleventh graders achieved perfect
scores in December 2013 on SAT and ACT standardized tests. They include,
pictured, left to right: Jacqueline Napolitano – ACT Science; Brian Johnson –
ACT Science and SAT Math 2 and Nina Wang – SAT Reading and Writing.
Missing from photo is Katherine Ko, who achieved a perfect score on SAT
Writing. This group of students brings the total to 19 of perfect SAT or ACT
scores thus far in the 2013-2014 school year in Westfield.

Westfield, Plainfield Students
Bond With Books And Dance

NEW FOUND FRIENDS…Eighth graders from Roosevelt Intermediate School
in Westfield and Cedarbrook School in Plainfield discussed elements of the
Steinbeck novel “Of Mice and Men” in the Roosevelt cafeteria on February 21.
This is the third year of the exchange program.

WESTFIELD - Eighth graders at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield and Cedarbrook School in
Plainfield wrapped up this year’s Plain-
field/Westfield Exchange Program in a
brand new way.

This past weekend, Westfield stu-
dents joined their new friends at a dance
hosted by the Plainfield School.

“This was the students’ idea,” ex-
plained Roosevelt Language Arts
teacher Matt Kalafat, who is coordina-
tor of the program. “The fact that they
wanted to have a dance with each other
shows an increased level of comfort
and interaction with one another.”

The students from each school first
became acquainted with one another
when studying the novel “Of Mice and
Men” for four weeks, which included
two visits between schools to share
ideas. Roosevelt also established an
online wiki for students from both
schools to communicate between
meetings and discuss multiple ana-
lytical questions about the text.

“We made a lot of friends with
them,” remarked Roosevelt eighth
grader Grace Blake. “And talked with
them online on social networking.”
Classmate Julia Kuhn added, “It was
awkward at first, then became
friendly.”

On February 21, in small groups or
speaking individually in the Roosevelt
cafeteria, the eighth graders expressed
their opinions of the existence of the
American Dream in the novel as well as
in reality, the reaction to murder and
death of some of the novel’s characters,
and the minority experience in the 1930s
and today.

In addition to examining the connec-
tions between the novel and the world,
the students were asked to reflect on
what they learned from each other and
each community during the exchange
program. Every table of students in-
cluded a facilitator from either Westfield
or Plainfield who helped encourage
discussion or answer questions.

Following the discussion period, the
Plainfield eighth graders remained for
lunch and attended afternoon classes
with their Westfield counterparts.

Marking the third consecutive year
of the exchange program, Stewart
Carey, Principal of Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, said, “This is the third
year of the exchange program, which
has grown each year in terms of oppor-
tunities for interaction. Mr. Kalafat and
his Plainfield counterpart, Language
Arts teacher Eleanor Hemphill, both
believe in the value of exposing young
people to demographics they other-
wise do not get a chance to interact
with.”

“If the goal of education is to prepare
students for life after school, I cannot
envision an experience that better
achieves that goal – especially as the
world grows more diverse,” said Mr.
Kalafat.

He added: “Research shows students
at this age learn much from interacting
with fellow students. By setting up a
context in which students from two
different communities can communi-
cate, our students were able to learn
much more than they normally would
have. Both communities were able to
gain unique perspectives about these
themes because of our dialogue.”

Christopher Academy
Participates in ‘Share A Book’

AREA — As part of the school’s
commitment to social awareness the
Christopher Academy Parent Asso-
ciation organized the annual Commu-
nity Service Project. This year, fami-
lies donated books to be distributed to
K.I.D.S. – Kids Corporation II. The
program serves approximately 4,000
children in New Jersey by providing
summer school, after-school pro-
grams, medical exams and follow-up
visits, environmental science, leader-
ship camps and so much more. The
donations help to continue their ef-
forts to raise the level of the educa-
tional system in Newark and other
hard-hit neighborhoods in New Jer-

sey. The students had great fun draw-
ing and sharing pictures to be included
as a welcome to each child receiving a
book.

Christopher Academy, Scotch Plains
and Westfield, has a long-standing tra-
dition of maintaining and fostering civic
responsibility within the structure of a
Montessori curriculum. Maria
Montessori wrote that “the child is both
a hope and a promise for mankind.”
Her words continue to inspire and serve
as the impetus for such activities within
which our students engage in the
Montessori philosophy of community
and global outreach through peace,
compassion and understanding.

SHARING BOOKS...Christopher Academy’s Parent Association organized the
annual Community Service Project as part of the school’s commitment to social
awareness. This year,  families donated books to be distributed to K.I.D.S. – Kids
Corporation II.

PERFECT…The following Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Students scored
800 on the SAT I and/or SAT II Subject Tests. Pictured, bottom row, left to right,
are: Matthew Haas, Austin Kwinta and Andrew Murphy. Center row: Joshua
Lopez, Angelo Chaia, Jessica Banasiak and Yi Lin. Top row: Judah Axelrod,
Alex Livernois, Eric Tannenbaum, Alec Rodriguez, Brian Deutschmeister and
Ryan Nival. Missing from the photo is Alecia Jiang.

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce Law

Accredited Family Law Mediator

201 South Avenue

Westfield

654-8885

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

STUDENTS CHANGE HUNGER…Westfield High School ninth Graders, pic-
tured, left to right, Jack Liebling, Mark Kostyack and Cole Feltman receive the
“Students Change Hunger” Award from the Community Food Bank of New Jersey
for their combined efforts in contributing 1,068 pounds of food from September –
November 2013. Presenting the award is Kathy Rosenthal, Food Sourcing Coordi-
nator, joined by Westfield High School Assistant Principal James DeSarno.
Westfield topped nine other schools in Division Six (1501+ students) who were
considered for the award, including state colleges and universities.

JERSEY CITY — James C.
DeAngelo, Principal of Saint Peter’s
Prep in Jersey City, has announced
that the following local residents
have attained honor roll status for
the second marking period of 2013-
2014:

Fanwood: James Wright, Class of
2016, earned Second Honors.

Mountainside: Peter Apicella,
Class of 2014 and Andrew
Dellechiaie, Class of 2015 earned

First Honors. Connor McGee,
Class of 2017 earned Second Hon-
ors. Sean Hess, Class of 2017 earned
an Honorable Mention.

Scotch Plains:  Kyle Krutis, Class
of 2015, Peter Tomljanovic, Class of
2015, David Clancy, Class of 2016,
Kyle Kelly,  Class of 2017 and Theo
MacMillan,  Class of 20 17 earned
First Honors. Matthew Giardiello,
Class of 2014, Joseph Ponterdolph,
Class of 2015, Christopher Debelak,
Class of 2016, Liam

Guarnuccio, Class of 2016, Ben-
jamin MacMillan, Class of 2016,
and Adam Miller, Class of 2017
earned Second Honors. John Vinci,
Class of 2017 earned an Honorable
Mention.

Westfield: Conor Finn, Class of
2014, William Fitzpatrick, Class of
2016 and Sean Mikovits, Class of
2017 earned First Honors. Conor
Gelson, Class of 2014, Sean
Mullman,  Class of 2014, Alexander
Serpico, Class of 2015, Robert
Brancatella,  Class of 2016, John
Lovito, Class of 2016, and Daniel
Manganello, Class of 2017 earned
Second Honors. Honorable Mention
was attained by Nicholas Angeli,
Class of 2014, Giancarlo Rivera,
Class of 2014, Christopher Lee,
Class of 2015, Joseph Manganello,
Class of 2015, Patrick Sweeney,
Class of 2016, Angus Applegarth,
Class of 2017, Thomas Riley, Class
of 2017, and Jackson Tennant,  Class
of 2017.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or higher
(4.0) and no grade lower than a C.
Second Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average at or above the
midpoint between A and B+ (3.7)
and no grade lower than a C.

Honorable Mention is awarded to
students with an average of B+ or
higher (3.5) and no grade lower than
a C.

        INCOME TAX PREPARATION 

   MILLIONS OF RETURNS WERE REJECTED LAST YEAR 

        This year hire a professional and avoid the headache 

���������������������������Daniel Cullinane CPA 

                                  1 6 Wernik Place, Metuchen, NJ 08840 

                                   732-516-1648 

                    MBA in taxation CPA NJ, NY, Fla  35 years experience 

                                         www.DanielCullinanecpa.com 

(877) 400-VETS (8387)
www.vetdispatch.com

Presented by
Elsa Campos, VMD

Dr. Campos, Maddie and Phoebe

Veterinary Tips

HOW TO FEED A PUPPY
   By feeding on a set schedule, 
your pet will usually then go to the 
bathroom on a more set schedule 
and make housetraining easier 
and faster. It is also important to 
prevent your puppy from gaining 
too much weight, which can pre-
dispose her/him to obesity and its 
associated health problems later 
in life. We are committed to pro-
moting responsible pet ownership 
and preventative health care. Call 
us today for more information or 
to schedule an appointment. Our 
doctors’ house calls last an av-
erage of 45 minutes. We are 
“The Less Stress Vets”.           
����������	
����	��������
����������
������������������
��������������                                                    

    Though many new puppy par-
ents get nervous about feeding 
their new fur baby, it is really pretty 
easy. First of all, puppies should be 
allowed to nurse from their moth-
ers until they are about six to eight 
weeks old. However, solid food can 
be introduced at about four weeks, 
when puppies may need a bit more 
nutrition than they are getting from 
the milk. Solid food should be moist-
ened to the point at which it feels 
spongy until puppies are eight 
weeks old. Normally the weaning 
process from milk to dry food will 
take a couple of weeks. From wean-
ing until four to six months, puppies 
should eat three times a day; after 
��������	�
��������������������

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

St. Peter’s Prep Honor Roll

SPFHS Students
Score 800 on SAT

SCOTCH PLAINS - Thirteen Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
seniors and one junior have scored 800
on the SAT I and/or SAT II subject tests.

SPFHS students have excelled in the
following areas: SAT I Writing: Judah
Axelrod, Jessica Bansiak, Alecia Jiang,
and Yi Lin; Sat I Math: Jessica Banasiak,
Yi Lin, Eric Tannenbaum and junior
Matthew Haas; Sat I Critical Reading:
Alecia Jiang and Andrew Muphy; SAT
II Math Level 2: Yi Lin, Eric
Tannenbaum, Angelo Chaia, Brian
Deutschmeister, Judath Axelrod, Jes-
sica Banasiak, Joshua Lopez, and
Alexander Livernois; SAT II Chemis-
try: Judah Axelrod, Jessica Banasiak,
Austin Kwinta, Joshua Lopez, Ryan
Nival and Alex Rodriguez.

www.goleader.com

Concordia University
Dean’s List

ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia
University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Dean’s List for the
first semester of the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year. To be eligible for the
honor, students must achieve a mini-
mum 3.50 GPA.

Among the area students named to
the list were: Ryan Bjellquist-Led-
ger,  a junior majoring in, exercise
science.
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOW WHAT?...Cougar junior Gavin Murray, top, tries to figure out what to do with Joe Trovato (Paramus) in their 138-
lb quarterfinal bout. Murray figured it out and pinned Trovato in 5:08 then defeated Connor Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep),
9-5, to reach the championships. Murray placed second after a close, 7-5, loss to Ron Gentile (Paulsboro).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING BACK TO PLACE FIFTH...Blue Devil Nick Velez, top, defeated Tyler Kallensee (River Dell) in the second
round wrestlebacks and continued onward to place fifth at 152-lbs at the NJSIAA Championships in Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING BACK TO PLACE SIXTH...Blue Devil Matt Barber, top, celebrates after beating Sean Glascow (Bound
Brook) in overtime. Barber battled his way to place sixth at 145-lbs at the NJSIAA Championships in Atlantic City.

BLUE DEVIL VELEZ GETS 5TH, BARBER PLACES 6TH; FULLER, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO FALL IN WRESTLEBACKS

Cougar Murray Places Second at NJSIAA Mat Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Westfield High School wres-
tlers and three Cranford Cougars en-
tered the NJSIAA State Champion-
ships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic
City on March 7. One Cougar rolled
straight to the title bout and finished
second and two Blue Devils made
determined comebacks to place in
the top-8.

Cougar junior Gavin Murray, com-
peting at 138-lbs, began his quest
with a 1-0 victory over Brandon Kui
(DePaul) in the pre-quarterfinals.
Murray demonstrated the value of
effective top control when he kept

Kui from escaping in the third pe-
riod.

“We had a game plan. We knew he
was good on his feet, so I wanted to
ride him hard, make sure I kept break-
ing him down. I definitely had a size
advantage. I felt a lot bigger and
stronger,” Murray explained.

Murray’s next opponent was Joe
Trovato (Paramus) and the two were
wrapped in a tight contest until
Murray slipped in a grapevine and
clamped Trovato’s head to record a
fall in 5:08 to advance to the semis
and assure himself of a top-8 finish.

“I know he placed in the states the
past few years. We both were com-

petitors and wanted to be standing on
the podium. I got it done. I tried a
sweep and I ended up in a Peterson. I
got like a front headlock. All season
we worked for this. We had four
goals on our wall — districts, county,
regions and state place winners. The
goal was to put my name on all four
this year and I accomplished it,”
Murray said.

Murray did not finish there and
went one step better when he claimed
a 9-5 decision over Connor Burkert
(St. Peter’s Prep) to square off with
Ron Gentile (Paulsboro) for the 138-
lb championship. Murray gave it a
strong effort, but in the end Gentile

held on for a 7-5 victory.
“The way he has been wrestling is

exactly what we preach, it’s a six
minute match anything can happen
you cannot lose your head because
you are behind. In the quarters, he
was losing by three in the third and
needed something big. Well he got it
with the takedown and back points
and then the fall. Again in the semis
he was losing but stayed positive and
kept his head and fought back for the
win. I couldn’t be more proud of how
he wrestled and represented Cranford

in that finals match. He was con-
stantly grinding and pushing the ac-
tion, Gavin Murray went into that
match as an unknown but there was
quite a buzz about him following the
tournament he had,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman said.

Blue Devils Matt Barber (145-lbs)
and Nick Velez (152-lbs) took long
journeys in their quest for top-8 place-
ments.

Barber’s first bout was with Sean
Glasgow (Bound Brook) that ended
in a 3-1, overtime (OT) victory when

Barber took only three seconds to
take him to the mat.

“I smelled blood in the water going
into overtime, I saw him come back
to the center and he put his hand on
the mat. It looked like he was about
ready to pass out, so I got in on the
attack. It was really easy,” Barber
said.

Glasgow appeared to get a little
woozy early in the bout after collid-
ing with Barber near the end of the
mat.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

SCOTT, LUZZI, LIDDY, KNAPP BECOME CHIEF THIEVES

Lady Blue Devils ‘Rob’ Rams
In Basketball Sections, 54-16

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What could be considered the
“Great Westfield Steal to Scoring
Fest” took place in Westfield on
March 4 when the fifth-seeded
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team destabilized the visiting
Dickinson Lady Rams, 54-16, in the
first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Tournament.

The 23-3 Blue Devils committed
12 acts of theft in the first quarter
alone and all were converted to either
direct scores or assists to scores.
Nearly all of the Blue Devils’ 20
thefts occurred by the midway point
of the second quarter when Head
Coach Joe Marino sat his starters and
rotated all of his reserves.

Twelve of the 13 Blue Devils scored
points and all 13 were involved in
either an offensive or defensive con-
tribution statistically. Freshman
Hannah Liddy put up nine points and
added three rebounds and three steals.
Sophomore Olivia Luzzi scored eight
points and added three assists, five
steals, a rebound and a tipped pass
leading to a turnover. Junior Lil Scott
scored six points, made six steals and
contributed three assists, while jun-
ior Jackie Knapp netted four points,
six assists and three steals.

Amelia Montes (rebound) and
Jamie Miller (2 rebounds) each scored
four points. Rachel Mattesich netted
six points, five rebounds, a blocked
shot, a steal and four assists. Shannon
Devitt finished with four rebounds,
two points and an assist. Danielle
Rinaldi had two points, two rebounds,
a steal and an assist. Abby Demers

finished with three points and a re-
bound, and Lizzy Brucia had a pair of
rebounds.

Playing in their final home game,
senior co-captains Morgan Maloney
(2 assists, steal) and Carly Friedman
scored four and two points, respec-
tively.

“It’s kind of bittersweet, because I
do love playing here. It’s our home
court. It’s been an honor and a privi-
lege to play for Westfield basketball.
I think it’s really amazing what we’ve
done this year. It’s definitely been
worth it, and I think all the hard work
we’ve put in is definitely showing in
the state tournament,” Maloney said.

“It all just happened so fast. At
first, we weren’t sure how things
would turn out, but now that things
are coming to an end, we have so
much to look back on. We have great

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

More photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Probitas Verus Honos
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Lady Blue Devils Rob Rams in Sections, 54-16
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Harbaugh To Be Honored
March 22 by Jackson Fund

Paul Harbaugh, a longtime
Westfielder, will be honored Satur-
day, March 22, at the Grand Summit
Hotel during The Paul Jackson Fund’s
“Giving Hope” Gala. Tickets are $85
and are still available for the 7 p.m.-
to-midnight event.

Harbaugh has been part of the town
since the 1960s, and still devotes much
time to the community. He has been a
PAL football coach for over 20 years
and is currently on the PAL Board of
Directors; he is the Chancellor of the
Union County Rugby Association,
and he also spearheads an annual
fundraising effort to assist a family
who has sought help from The Paul
Jackson Fund. Harbaugh has been an
uber positive influence for many boys;
teaching athletic skills in addition to
teaching them to help others.

Happily married for 25 years to his
high school sweetheart, the former
Barbara Hannis, Harbaugh isn’t afraid
of a little self-participation to get his
point across. With his daughter Mary
Ella, he frequently participates in the
Polar Bear Plunge in support of Spe-
cial Olympics. And last summer, he
and fellow WHS grad Chris Jacob
(’74) raised $17,000 for The Paul
Jackson Fund by participating in a
six-day, 155-mile race around Ice-
land, a country not known for being
friendly to hikers and outdoorspeople.

“We are grateful for Paul’s friend-
ship and his help, and we are so very
pleased to honor him at our upcom-
ing gala,” said Mary Jackson (’75),
president of TPJF and the older sister
of its namesake. “We were thrilled
when Paul approached us with the
idea of teaming up with Union County
Rugby. For the past four years their
efforts have assisted a child in need.”

The Paul Jackson Fund, located in
Westfield, assists families who are
experiencing a financial crisis be-
cause of a long-term illness or dis-
ability. The Fund was started by his
family and friends to help when Paul
Jackson (’79) became paralyzed from
surgery to remove a spinal cord tu-
mor. When he no longer needed the
financial help, Jackson assumed the
leadership of The Fund and began
helping other families in need. He
passed away in 2009, but his wish
was for the work of The Fund to
continue. Over the past 23 years, The

Paul Harbaugh (66, back row, second from left) will be honored Sunday, March
22, during the Paul Jackson Fund’s “Giving Hope” Gala at the Grand Summit
Hotel. Harbaugh and Jackson were teammates on the 1978 WHS football team,
and before that on the 1973 Steelers in the old Boys Football League. Front row
(from left): Steve Bodmer, Paul Jackson, Jimmy Tyler, Mark Ciliotta, John
Humiston; middle row: Ray Snyder, Nick Parisi, Anthony Marotta, Hugh Albert,
Kevin Bunting, Ken MacLean, Hans Hunziker; back row: assistant coach Bert
Papaccio, Paul Harbaugh, Ray Haiber, Kurt Hornung, Bob Hellander, Eric
Froden, Jerry Smith, Jeff Dill, coach Bruce Johnson.

Paul Jackson Fund has helped hun-
dreds of families in need.

For more information about The
Paul Jackson Fund and to purchase
tickets to the gala, call 908-233-6110
or visit their website at
www.pauljacksonfund.org.

THIS AND THAT
John Lindros capped an amazing

junior swim season at the Meet of
Champions. He was fourth in the 200
free with a 1:41.54, and ninth in the
100 butterfly with a 51.92. Those are
Nos. 2 and 4 on the Top 15 List. He’s
also within range of school records in
the 50 free (21.88, No. 10), 100 free
(47.12, No. 3) and 500 free (4:43.64,
No. 2).

With Stephen Husch, Kevin Clauss,
Jack Rose, Ryan Daniel, Austin
Kreusser, Blake Taylor, David
Lindros, Aeden Collins, Stefan
Crigler and others, the 2015 boys
swim team will be gunning for its
fourth straight state title – which was
last accomplished by a boys swim
team in 1970.

Sarah Cronin came ohsoclose to
the school record in the 500 free,
clocking 5:02.82 in the prelims. That
was good for No. 3 all-time. Also, last
week’s Den incorrectly listed the four
girls on the record-setting 200
freestyle relay, it should have read

Caroline Baldwin, Gwyn Devin, Allie
McBrearty, and Cronin.

Both the boys and girls
basketballers’ seasons ended last
Thursday. The girls lost, 52-48, at
Franklin, the boys fell, 50-35, at
Ridge.

The ice hockey team came oh-so-
close to playing for the state champi-
onship at the Prudential Center, but
lost to Bridgewater-Raritan 1-0 in the
semifinals.

Seniors Nick Velez and Matt Bar-
ber finished fifth and sixth, respec-
tively, in the state wrestling champi-
onships in Atlantic City. It was be-

lieved to be the first multiple place
winners for WHS since the Posey
brothers (Cory and Chris) in 1993.
The most ever was three, in 1973
when Rich Gottlick and Chris
Campbell finished first, and Mark
Dennis took third, and 1977 when
Dave Tinnesz was second and Joe
Birmingham and John Iglar eighth.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Meade Brewster was one of the

great athletes ever at Mendham High
School, earning a dozen varsity let-
ters in field hockey, basketball and
lacrosse. The daughter of Daryl
Brewster (’75) and the granddaugh-
ter of Marge and the late Bob Brewster
really excelled in lacrosse, earning
both Academic and Athletic all-
America honors. Now a senior at
Washington and Lee College in Lex-
ington, Va., she enters her final sea-
son as a two-time all-Old Dominion
Athletic Conference second-team
selection.

Her freshman year she scored 17
goals and added five assists. She fol-
lowed that with a 31 goals-seven as-
sists sophomore season. Last year
she netted 37 goals and seven assists
– plus a team-best 72 draw controls
(whatever they are). The midfielder,
team captain and economics major
heads into her senior year with 85

goals and 19 assists.
It appears that Will Brewster, son

of Roger (’83), will be taking his
multi-talents – a lefty quarterback
and standout on Mountain View
High’s two-time Alabama state cham-
pion basketball team – to WandL next
year, too.

IN PASSING
Can’t believe I forgot a more timely

remembrance of the 55th anniversary
of Feb. 2, 1959 – “the day the music
died.” That’s when Buddy Holly,
Richie Valens and the Big Bopper
(J.P. Richardson) were killed in a
plane crash going to a concert in
Clear Lake, Iowa.

Harold Ramis, who was a writer,
actor or director in many of the great
comedies of the Boomer Generation
– Animal House, Caddyshack,
Ghostbusters, Stripes, National
Lampoon’s Vacation, Groundhog Day
and Analyze This among many oth-
ers – passed away on Feb. 24 at the
age of 69.

Franny Beecher, lead guitarist for
Bill Haley and the Comets, died Feb.
24 at the age of 92. “Rock Around the
Clock,” “See You Later Alligator,”
“Shake, Rattle and Roll” and “Rip It
Up” were among their many mid-
’50s hits as rock and roll came to life.

Bob Bell, the father of ’70s WHS
standouts Bonnie (field hockey, soft-
ball) and Bobby (baseball), a long-
time member of the Westfield Police
Dept. and Little League coach, passed
away Feb. 25 at the age of 82.

Jim Lange, the first host (1965-73)
of television’s “The Dating Game,”
died on Feb. 25 at the age of 81. The
show was the creation of Chuck
Barris, of “The Gong Show” and “The
Newlywed Game” fame.

Joe (Pop) Barth, whose Brooklawn
team beat Westfield Post 3 twice on
the final Sunday to win the 1964 state
American Legion championship,
passed away on March 1. He was 92.

memories from this season. We can
be happy about this season, because
we had so many great accomplish-
ments. This program and this team
has come so far,” Friedman said.

“They are good leaders. And the
nice thing is, we are a young team.
These girls played a big role and a big
part. They were like big sisters. Ev-
erybody gets along well. They all
look up to each other. It’s hard to
teach that. They did a nice job as
captains,” Coach Marino said.

Due to a knee injury, Friedman,
who has been very effective under the
boards all season, was unable to com-
pete in the Union County Tourna-
ment semifinal loss to Union on Feb-
ruary 25. Her absence was quite no-
ticeable as the Farmers were able to
get rebound-after-rebound.

“It was really hard having to sit
there and just watch. I wanted more

than anything to get in the game and
be with my team. Even though we
didn’t come out on top, I would rather
have been on the court and gone
down with the team than watching it
all take place. In practice, I could
watch and critique what was happen-
ing, but it’s not like going out there
and helping make things happen. But
everybody worked so hard and played
their hearts out. Even though they
didn’t win, I am so proud of them,”
Friedman said.

The Dickinson Lady Rams entered
the game with a 15-9 record, but the
Blue Devils began their acts a thievery
immediately and zoomed to a 10-0
lead before two minutes even ticked
off the clock. By the end of the quarter,
the Rams were reeling and wound up
on the very short side of a 30-1 score.
Luzzi, Liddy and Scott all had six
points in the quarter, while Montes

and Knapp added four each, and Fried-
man and Maloney each netted two.

Three minutes into second quarter
after the Blue Devils expanded their
lead to 37-4, in came the reserves.
Demers scored the final three points
of the half to make the score, 42-6.

Coach Marino’s objective in the
second half was for his girls to prac-
tice their passing skills and minimize
their scoring efforts although Luzzi,
Liddy and Mattesich each scored two
points early in the third quarter.
Rinaldi, Mattesich and Devitt each
scored two in the final quarter.

“This team has won 15 games this
season, so we were expecting some-
thing a little more challenging, but it
was good, because we got to run our
offense in ways we don’t typically
do, because we are usually running
fast breaks. Even though it looked
like a real easy game, I think it is good
preparation for Thursday [March 6
game against fourth-seeded Franklin
Township],” Maloney said.

Both Maloney and Friedman were
pleased to see that their entire bench
received adequate playing time.

“I love being able to get everyone
in, because it’s a team effort. We all
have come this far together. Every-
body has something to add to this
team. So it’s awesome seeing every-
body go out there and do what they do
best. It was great,” Friedman said.

“We want to keep everyone healthy.
Once we started seeing that we had
control of this game, that’s what we
wanted to do. The real thing is getting
ready for Franklin. That’s our real
focus,” Coach Marino said.

The quarterfinal round against
Franklin on March 6 was to be played
in Somerset.

“We know that they are a pretty fast
team and they are pretty comparable
to us. That one is going to come down
to who wants it more. It’s going to
come down to more than just scoring.
I think boxing out is going to be
important,” Maloney said.
Dickinson   1   5   3   7 16
Westfield 30 12   6   6 54

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Franklin Cagers Beat
Lady Blue Devils, 52-48

The fourth-seeded Franklin Lady
Warriors defeated the Westfield High
School girls basketball team, 52-48,
in the quarterfinals of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament
in Somerset on March 6.

Tihira Scott led the Warriors with
12 points, followed by Alexandra
Jackson with 11 and Jeada Wildgoose
with 10. Lil Scott and Jackie Knapp
led the Blue Devils with 17 points
and 16 points, respectively. Hannah
Liddy had nine points and Amelia
Montes had four.
Westfield 11 19   5 13 48
Franklin 11 16 17   8 52

Blue Devil Cagers Peel
E. Orange Boys, 49-48
Tied at halftime and trailing by two

points at the end of three quarters, the
10th-seeded Westfield High School
boys basketball team outscored sev-
enth-seeded East Orange, 12-9, in
the final quarter to emerge with a 49-
48 victory in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament on March 4.

David Kane bucketed 13 points,
Sean Elliott netted 11 points and
Dylan Elliott scored eight for the 12-
12 Blue Devils. Parker Hess hit for
five points and Ben Schuman scored
four, while Chris Sweeney and Owen
Murray each netted three, and Chris
Wright scored two.
Westfield 16 11 10 12 49
East Orange   9 18 12   8 48

Ridge Tops Blue Devils
In Section Basketball
The Ridge Red Devils rolled to a

27-13 second-half run to top the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team, 50-35, in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 tournament in Basking Ridge
on March 6. Dylan Elliott led the 12-
13 Blue Devils with 10 points. Ben
Schuman scored eight points, Sean
Elliott sank seven and Dave Kane
netted four. Kevin Doolan led the 23-
4 Red Devils with 19 points.
Westfield 13   9   8   5 35
Ridge 12 11 13 14 50

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on the following dates
at the Administration Building located at
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains:

Special Meeting
Adopt Tentative Budget

Tuesday, March 18, 2014 @ 7:30 p.m.

Public Hearing on
Budget/Budget Adoption

Thursday, April 24, 2014 @ 7:30 p.m.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on the following dates
in Open Public Meetings for Community
Strategic Planning at the Evergreen School
New Multipurpose Room, Evergreen Av-
enue & Cedar Street, Scotch Plains (en-
trance on Cedar Street).  No action will be
taken at these meetings.

April 2, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m.
April 29, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m.
May 15, 2014 @ 7:30 p.m.

1 T - 3/13/14, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION
NEW JERSEY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL POOL
CONCESSION FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,

RECREATION DEPARTMENT

The Town of Westfield is requesting a
proposal for the 2014 operation of the food
concession at the Westfield Memorial Pool

For a copy of the request for proposals,
or questions, regarding the request for
proposal, interested companies should
contact:

Town of Westfield
Recreation Department
425 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 789-4080

Completed Requests for Proposals must
be received at the Town of Westfield Rec-
reation Department before 12:00 noon on
Thursday April 3, 2014 and the envelope
submitting the proposal must be clearly
designated as “Response to Request for
Proposal – “Memorial Pool Concession”
1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $26.01

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A DAY OF RAMPANT THIEVERY...Blue Devils Olivia Luzzi, left, had five steals and Lil Scott, No. 20, had six acts of
thievery against the Dickinson Rams in the first round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

Sales Associate

Impeccably maintained, beautifully updated Cape Cod w/formal LR w/
large bay window to bring the outdoors in; Formal LR & DR w/crown
molding & hdwd flrs. renovated EIK open to step down FR w/vaulted
ceiling w/2 skylights, a slider to paver patio & door to attached garage.
1st floor boasts 1 BR & full bath; 2nd floor features 2 BR's, hall bath &
generous closet storage space. Newer windows; CAC; Partially finished
LL w/Rec. Room. Super convenient location - close to down town Scotch
Plains for shopping, dining & NYC transportation. A real CREAM PUFF!

2012 Birch Street, Scotch Plains $449,000

JAYNE BERNSTEIN

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Search for
homes from

your cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 16 • 1-4PM

Beautifully appointed, move-in ready 4 BR, 2-1/2 bath Colonial offers
spacious rooms &  gleaming hardwood floors.  Renovated EIK kitchen w/
slider to expansive brick porch; formal LR open to FDR w/fireplace; mud
room, with access to an oversized 2-1/2 car garage; 2nd floor MBR Retreat
w/large WIC & fabulous remodeled bath w/jetted tub + stall shower &
double sink vanity;  3 large BR’s + full hallway bath. (2008) 2 zoned
HVAC system; upgraded electric; 75 gallon direct vent hot water heater;
new windows and doors throughout. Acre lot on cul-de-sac street.

8 Indian Run, Scotch Plains $829,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Cougar Murray Places Second; Blue Devils Velez 5th, Barber 6th at NJSIAA Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

“I think we bumped our heads or
something and he came up a little
dazed,” Barber said.

In the pre-quarterfinals, after a
scoreless first period, Barber’s oppo-
nent, Matt Zovistoski (St. Joseph
Montvale) scored the first point with
an escape in the second period. Bar-
ber escaped in the third, sending the
bout into OT again. With nobody
getting a takedown and each scoring
an escape in their respective 30-sec-
ond periods, Zovistoski chose the
down position in the ultimate
tiebreaker and escaped to salvage the
3-2 victory.

The loss only seemed to fuel
Barber’s fire as he reeled off a series
of victories. After receiving a forfeit
over Jarred Hodges (St. Augustine)
in the first wrestleback, Barber topped
Jordan Velez (West Orange), 3-2, then
Carl Buttitta (JF. Kennedy-Iselin), 5-
3. In the fourth round, Barber nipped
Collin Boylan (Hunterdon Central),
3-2.

Velez, who received a first round
bye by virtue of defeating Inan Sikel
(South Plainfield), 3-2, for the Re-
gion 3 title, dropped a 14-5 decision
to Jack Clark (St. Augustine) in the
pre-quarterfinals. But he rebounded

big time to pin Patrick Swenson
(Cherry Hill East) in 3:30.

“I was tough on top, got a bar and
ran the [heck] out of it,” explained
Velez.

Then after struggling but succeed-
ing to get his first takedown, he added
another single-leg trip takedown in
the second period and an escape in
the third to claim a 5-2 victory over
Tyler Kallensee (River Dell), who
did attempt to turn Velez in the third
period with his leg control maneu-
vers.

“My first takedown in this match
was a single trip too,” said Velez, who
added,” I knew for him to beat me, he
had to get some big points. I saw that
coming, so I wasn’t going to try any-
thing stupid. I worked way too hard
for this. I am going to work harder the
more I wrestle.”

Velez had a rematch with Sikel in
the third round wrestleback and came
up with another 3-2 victory. Next, he
grabbed a 7-3 decision over Kyle
Wojtaszek (Brick Twp.).

Barber and Velez lost their conso-
lation semifinal bouts but Velez then
defeated Michael Ciavarro (North
Hunterdon), 3-2, to capture fifth place
and Barber lost a tough, 6-4, decision
to Zach Wilhelm (Southern Reg.) to
get sixth place.

“Both Matt and Nick had tough
losses in the pre-quarterfinal round.

It’s not often that you see wrestlers
bounce back and battle their way
through the consolation bracket to
make it onto the podium. The fact that
both boys were able to do so, speaks
volumes of their focus and persever-
ance. As soon as they lost on Friday
night, we spoke about regrouping and
taking it one match at a time. They
stuck with the game plan and each
went 4-0 against phenomenal com-
petition on Saturday. Those two per-
formances have to be the gutsiest

efforts I’ve seen and I could not be
more proud of them,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Cougar Niko Cappello pulled off a
slick four-point move in his opening
160-lb bout with Kyle McIntyre of
Lenape and went on to earn a 4-1
decision.

“I got the single [leg takedown]
from a baseball bat [position style]
and saw him tuck his head down. I
was screaming to myself saying,
‘don’t go for the head’. You lose so
many singles from that. But I thought
I have to do something big. I went for
the head and wrapped up that cradle.
I was trying to get the fall, but his
hands kept blocking my knees,”
Cappello explained.

McIntyre, however, was pretty
crafty as a leg control wrestler and

constantly kept trying to catch
Cappello in nearfalls during the third
period but to no avail.

“I knew he was coming with the
legs, so every time I tried to bait him
and stuck my leg out so he would go
for it. Then I would underhook his leg
and was trying to stick my head un-
der, so I could slip out the back. But
he had my other leg, so I couldn’t do
much from that. It ended up being a
stalemate a couple of times,” Cappello
said.

His first bout in front of a crowd of
over 9,212 people did not seem to
faze him like it has to so many wres-
tlers competing in AC for the first
time.

“In my mind, the bigger the better.
I like big places. The smaller places
get me,” Cappello said.

After dropping a 3-1, two overtime
bout to Jordan Pagano (Bergen Catho-
lic) in the pre-quarterfinals, Cappello
decisioned Tom Nolan (Highland
Regional), 9-2, then lost, 3-0, to Tim
Liquori (Jackson Liberty) in the sec-
ond round wrestleback.

Cougar freshman Tom DiGiovanni
recorded a pair of takedowns and two
escapes to defeat Evan Drill
(Somerville), 6-2, then after losing
via major decision to Kareem Askew
(Clifton) in the pre-quarterfinals, he

lost, 5-4, to Dan Kee (Lakeland).
“The goals I outlined earlier in the

year were to be successful we need to
win the district team title, put ten kids
to the region and put kids on the
podium. I am happy to say we reached
those goals and exceeded others,
Cranford wrestling is still up and com-
ing but we are no longer under the
radar, there was a large following of
parents, family, friends and alumni
cheering our three wrestlers on. It
was great to see the others win their
first matches it’s big for next year,”
Coach Gorman said.

Blue Devil junior John Fuller’s first
bout at 113-lbs will be one that will
linger in his mind for quite some
time. Fuller and Kyle DiNapoli
(Voorhees) went to overtime with the
bout tied, 1-1, after a scoreless stand-
ing period, both competitors escaped
in their respective 30 second down
periods to force a 30-second
tiebreaker. DiNapoli chose down and
Fuller was successfully controlling
him and neared victory. After Fuller
heard a whistle, he stood up believing
that he had won. Unfortunately, there
was :08 remaining and the ref awarded
DiNapoli a point and the victory.
Fuller then lost his wrestleback.

“That was the whistle from the next
mat over. He stopped wrestling. He
thought it was over,” said Coach Kurz
who added, “He could have been

more offensive. You get down here,
you only get so many winnable
matches. You got to take advantage of
them.”

Brearley’s Joe Balboni finished
second at 182-lbs after dropping a 6-
4 overtime decision to defending
champion John Sebastian (Bergen
Catholic). Roselle Park’s Phil Woods
placed third at 182-lbs with a 4-3
decision over Sam Button (West
Morris-Mendham).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS
126: Craig de la Cruz  (Bound Brk) d.
Kyle Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco), 3-2, tb.
132: Anthony Giraldo (No. Bergen) d.
Mike Magaldo (Watchung Hills), 3-1.
138: Ronnie Gentile (Paulsboro) d.
Gavin Murray (Cranford), 7-5.
145: David McFadden (DePaul) d. Ryan
Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep), 4-3.
152: Jack Clark (St. Augustine) d. Gary
Dinmore (Hunterdon Cent), 3-1, OT.
160: Jonathan Schleifer (E Brunswick)
d. Josh Ugalde (Bound Brk), 6-5.
170: Dillon Artigliere (Roxbury) d. Luke
Farinaro (Don Bosco), 3-1.
182: Johnny Sebastian (Bergen Cath)
d. Joe Balboni (Brearley), 6-4, OT.
195: Anthony Cassar (Montgomery) d.
Ralph Normandia (Franklin), 4-1, 2tb.
220: Bryan Dobzanski (Delsea) d. Zack
Chakonis (Don Bosco), 3-1, tb.
285: Andrew Stevens (Camden) d. Tyler
Gildner (Robbinsville), 3-0.
106: Ty Agaisse (Delbarton) d. Bran-
don Paetzell (Phillipsburg), 1-0.
113: Nick Suriano (Bergen Cath) d.
Patrick D’Arcy (Holy Spirit), 7-0.
120: Anthony Cefalo (Hanover Pk) d.
Michael Russo (St. Pete Prep), 5-1.
Outstanding Wrestler: Sebastian

View Thousands of Homes Online

Linden $315,000
Absolute mint condition, light filled
Sunnyside Colonial style Cape. 1st flr den,
fin basement, CAC & much more!

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3114121

Scotch Plains $569,000
You'll enjoy one floor living in this spacious
3 BR, 2BA Ranch w/lrg fin bsmt located in
the Parkwood section!

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3123146

Scotch Plains $769,000
Gracious Col, Culdesac, circ drive. Beautiful
home w/LR/DR/EIK/FR, fin bsmt, HW floors.
Very spacious yet cozy.

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3121484

Scotch Plains $825,000
A perfect blend of old charm & today's
modern amenities! 4BR/3.1BA, beautiful
grounds w/heated in ground pool.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3122773

Westfield $614,900
Lovely, stone front Colonial in great location
on beautiful piece of property. CAC, newer
windows, FDR & wood flrs.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3123022

Westfield $674,500
Lots of light, HW flrs & chestnut moldings
set the tone for this fully updated Colonial
w/old world charm. Great location! Dir:
Lamberts Mill to Austin.

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3118394

Westfield $899,000
Charming Col w/4BR 2.1BA in pristine cond
w/many updts! HW flrs, newer kit, MBR w/
fpl & heated in-ground pool.

Agent: Kevin Barry MLS: 3113626

Westfield $1,795,000
"Build to Suit" by Buontempo Builders.
Builder will customize to create your dream
home on beautiful Westfield Lot.

Agent: Gerald Robinson MLS: 3072827

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 3/16 1-4PM
725 Austin Street

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LIFTING FOR THE TAKEDOWN...Cougar Niko Cappello, right, defeated Tom
Nolan (Highland Regional), 9-2, in the NJSIAA 160-lb wrestlebacks.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO SLIP FREE...Cougar Tom DiGiovanni, front, tries to escape the
grasp of Kareem Askew (Clifton) in the NJSIAA 113-lb pre-quarterfinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRAWLING FOR DEFENSE...Blue Devil John Fuller, left, keeps pressure on
Kyle DiNapoli (Voorhees) in his NJSIAA 113-lb preliminary bout.
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RaidersBlue Devils

Taken from the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times —
www.goleader.com

March 5, 1998: The 15-6 Blue Devil
girls’ basketball team’s season came
to a halt when the Blue Devils lost a
51-32 decision against 13th-ranked
Bloomfield in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament. Suzanne Vinegra sank 10
points and Liz McKeon put in eight
against Bloomfield.

March 1998: Blue Devil junior Ron
Kashlak finished second among the

state’s scoring leaders in boys ice
hockey, firing in 64 goals and setting
up 32 assists for a total of 96 points.
Throughout the season, Kashlak was
on top of the list until he was edged by
Adam Dilly of Mendham in the final
week.

March 3, 1999: Senior Bennie
Martinez blazed in 23 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds to lead the sev-
enth-seeded Raider boys basketball
team past the second-seeded Torna-
does of Orange, 58-54, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament in Orange.
James Allen Osborne scored 18 points.

March 1999: Raider senior Blair
Woodward has been selected to the
Star-Ledger Second Team All-State
Boys Winter Track for his efforts in
the high jump. Woodward has cleared
6’10”.

March 2000: Lacking team size,
the Blue Devil girls basketball squad
adopted a strategy of a fast-paced,
high pressure style of game. Although
being slowed down in the win column
with a 5-16 record, the undersized and
relatively young Blue Devils put up
some respectable numbers, with 252
steals and 73 blocked shots. Leading
the larceny squad was junior Karen
Manahan who swiped 46 steals and
leading the “rejection” squad was Co-
Captain Val Griffeth, the sole starting

senior, who had 23 blocked shots
March 2001: Raider senior Andrew

Feeley was selected to the Courier
News Second Team All-Area as a cen-
ter in boys basketball. Blue Devil jun-
ior Dan DeSerio was selected as an
Honorable Mention.

March 5, 2002: Two Raider wres-
tlers – sophomore Derek Francavilla
(105-lbs) and senior Lucas Francavilla

CYO CHAMPS...The St Helens Parish 6th Grade JV Boys Red basketball team
defeated Holy Trinity parish, 33-27, on March 8 for the Union County CYO
Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Max McKenna, Dominic
Maurillo, John Tilyou, Matt Korth, Chris Larkin and Jack Riley; standing, John
Czarnecki, Jack Musho, Ryan Smith, William Kessler and Colin Elliot with coaches
Mike McKenna and John Czarnecki. Missing from picture; Cameron Parmelee.

(142-lbs) – advanced to the NJSIAA
state tournament in Atlantic City on
March 9-10.

Due to winning the Region 3 title
Derek Francavilla automatically quali-
fied for the trip to A.C. and received
the seventh seed. After winning his
third-round bout, Francavilla was de-
feated, 15-5, by Nick Manochio of
Manalopan to finish in 7th/8th place.
Lucas Francavilla lost his pre-
quarterfinal bout with Mark Cartella
of Clearview then ended his quest for
placement with a 6-1 loss to Tyler
Tisdale of Washington.

March 8, 2003: The Raider girls’
basketball team rocked the third-
seeded Jefferson Falcons, 65-43, in
the semifinals of the NJSIAA/First
Union North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 playoffs in Scotch Plains. Matching
her season high, center Hillary
Klimowicz hit for 29 points and ac-
counted for 14 rebounds.

March 2, 2004: Raider basketball
coach Dan Doherty had his team ready
to play, and play they did as they
delivered Voorhees a 65-36, spanking
in the opening round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament
in Scotch Plains. The physically domi-
nating 15-9 Raiders, led by the dy-
namic sophomore duo of Lance Tho-
mas and Derrick Caracter; amassed an
amazing 32-17 advantage on the boards
and forced the Vikings into commit-

CYO CHAMPS...St. Helen’s 6th grade girls basketball team beat St. James
(Springfield), 29-18, for the Union County CYO Championship on March 9 at
Roselle Catholic. The girls finished 13-1 under Head Coach Al LaMastra and
Assistant Coach Dennis McLaughlin. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Julia
Horne, Jackie LaMastra, Ana Fowler, Ali Lisanti and Caroline Dwyer; back row,
Coach LaMastra, Amanda Wagner, Ashley Amman, Greta McLaughlin, Eliza-
beth Stahl, Alexandra Sica, Erin Harris and Coach McLaughlin.

DIVISION CHAMPS/PLAYOFF RUNNER-UP...The Westfield “Y” 14U team
recently captured a division title and were runners-up in the NJ YMCA Basket-
ball League tournament. Team members include: Harrison Bailey, Ethan Bandelli,
Brendan Berriont, Charlie Billek, Danny Bracco, Shea Elliott, Eric Knauss,
Jason Little, Brendan Riccardi, Sean Riccardi, Luke Spellman, Connor Trower
and Eli Weaver. Head Coach: Kevin Spellman and Assistant Coach Max Billek.

David B. Corbin (March 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MASTER IN ASSISTS AND THEFTS…Blue Devil Gab O’Leary made 80 steals
this season to up her total to 154. O’Leary, once again, led in assists with 94 to
bring her three-year total to 267 (March 2007).

David B. Corbin (March 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FROM A SCORER TO A GREAT SHOOTER…Blue Devil Mike Venezia, who
led the team in scoring last year with 396 points, including 31 three-pointers,
jumped this season’s (March 2007) amount to 485, including 53 three-pointers,
and his career total to 1,079 (third highest in WHS history).

ting 18 turnovers.
March 5, 2005: Raiders Steve

Mineo (140-lbs) and Pat Mineo (145-
lbs) and heavyweight Marc Fabiano
placed second in their respective
classes at the Region 3 championship
in Union.

Early March 2006: The Blue Devil
boys basketball team finished with an
impressive 14-9 season and qualified for
the North Jersey, Group 4 Section 2
tournament for the fourth time in five
years. Senior forward Josh Gerckens led
the team with 172 rebounds. Addition-
ally, he sank 256 points. Junior Mike
Venezia led the team in scoring with 396
points and in 3-pointers with 31.

Early March 2006: The young Lady
Blue Devils basketball team accom-
plished nearly all the goals set for
them and finished with a 14-10 record.
Sophomore Erin Miller was the go-to
person and the Blue Devils’ opponents
knew it. Despite their defensive ef-
forts, Miller netted 362 points.

Early March 2007: From 0-23 in
2004, 9-13 in 2005 and 14-10 in 2006
to 19-9 (tied for most WHS wins) in
2007 is a monumental accomplishment
for any team, so this year’s Blue Devils
girls’ basketball team earned respect.
Junior Erin Miller led the team in scor-
ing, bucketing 495 points, to bring her
career total to 1,233, the all-time WHS
record. Miller, who had 105 rebounds,
teamed with junior point guard Gab
O’Leary to become the Blue Devils’
(Wanted) poster girls for theft, which
translated to very strong defense.

March 10, 2009: Barely qualifying
for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament, the Raider boys basket-
ball team drew the last seed and nearly
ran the table until Malcolm X. Shabazz
came up with a 24-10, fourth quarter
run to claim a 55-48 victory and the
championship in Plainfield. Senior
forward Kevin Maroney, who sank a
pair of free throws in the final seconds
to give the Raiders the win over Cardi-
nal McCarrick, grabbed 11 rebounds
and sank 12 points against the 20-8
Bulldogs. Point guard Reggie Solomon
pumped in 14 points.

March 7, 2010: Blue Devils Matt
Meserole and Suzanne Lemberg each
placed third in their respective event at
the swim Meet of Champions, held at
Gloucester County Institute of Tech-
nology in Sewell.

Meserole touched third in the 100-
yard backstroke with a time of 50.41
and also finished fourth in the 100-
butterfly with a time of 51.06. The Blue
Devil boys also took third in the 400-
freestyle relay at 3:15.7. Lemberg
touched third in the 100-freestyle with
a time of 53.15 and also touched sixth
in the 50-freestyle at 24.51. Meredith
Smith touched sixth in the 100-free at
53.85. The Blue Devil girls took sec-
ond in the 400-free relay at 3:38.39 and
fifth in the 200-free relay at 1:41.84.

Another Memory Lane
Photo on Page 15:
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CHOOSING KIND- Inspired by the book, “Wonder,” by R.J. Palacio, Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield kicked off a school-wide Kindness Campaign on
February 28. All classes read books relating to the theme, each grade level
prepared a video showing different ways to be kind, all students signed a
kindness pledge, and teachers will acknowledge acts of kindness by sending
“shout-outs” to the main office. Pictured are Ella O’Brien, fourth grade, and
Sean Marner, fifth grade, hosts of the Kindness Assembly.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Team
Villane

WESTFIELD. COMPLETE REMODEL! 5 bedroom 4.5 bath Colonial. 1st
floor suite, large open floor plan, FDR w/butler’s pantry, EIK opens to Family
Room, office/study, LR, Laundry/mudroom 2nd floor has 4 additional Large
bedrooms and 3 baths. Master Suite includes covered terrace, WIC & Master
Bath. Private patio in backyard. Open basement easy to finish. Option available
for 3 car garage. Still time to customize. New windows, siding, insulation,
plumbing, wiring, HVAC & more! Summer ‘14 finish date. $1,250,000.

Team
Villane

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Colonial located close to
downtown & Memorial pool. Newer remodeled eat-in-kitchen with
sliders leading to large side deck, 1st floor laundry, full bath, dining room
& living room. Detached garage with large bonus room behind. $399,000.

Team
Villane

WESTFIELD. New Construction 5 BR 3.1 Bath Colonial. Corner lot. 9’
1st fl. ceilings, Large foyer open to 2nd fl. FDR, office/study, guest suite w/
full bath & WIC, mudroom, EIK open to FR w/ wood burning FP. 8’ ceilings
on 2nd fl. Master suite w/ 2 WIC’s & Large master bath ,3 additional
bedrooms, 2nd fl laundry room, full open basement with 8’ ceilings bathroom
plumbing roughed in & easy to finish.Close to GS pkwy & NYC trans. Still
time to discuss options & plans. Convenient location. $1,075,000.

Associate of the Month

Team
Villane

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD. NEW CONSTRUCTION from Villane Building &
Development 5 BR 4.5 Bath Colonial. Large FR w/FP opens to state of
the art EIK continuous on to FDR & LR, convenient powder room,
mudroom & 2 car gar. 2nd fl includes 3 BR, full bath, laundry &
luxurious Master Suite. Master features double sided gas fireplace, sitting
room, 2 WIC & spa like bath. Fin attic w/guest suite 14x12 AND another
10x10 bonus space w/full bath. Finished walkout basement. $1,200,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Team
Villane

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD. Last one of 3 lot subdivision. 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath
New Construction Custom Colonial. Gracious floor plan featuring
Formal Living Room, Formal Dining Room, Eat-In-Kitchen opens to
Family Room with gas fireplace. Master Bedroom with luxurious
bathroom and 2 walk in closets, 3 additional spacious bedrooms,
second floor laundry and finished 3rd floor with guest suite and full
bath. Full size finished walkout basement with full bath. $1,300,000.

UNDER CONTRACT

WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath New Construction Colonial.
Gracious floor plan featuring Formal Dining Room, Living room,
Eat-In-Kitchen with Decora cabinets opens to Family Room with
wood burning fireplace and custom built-ins. Master Bedroom with
spa like bathroom large WIC, 1st fl guest suite and 3 additional
spacious bedrooms and second floor laundry. Full large finished
walkout basement w/full bath. $1,300,000.

Team
Villane

COLONIAL

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 16 • 1-4 PM
714 North Avenue West

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. Wonderful opportunity to move into this immaculate 3 bedroom
colonial style home within blocks of Franklin and Roosevelt Schools and award
winning downtown as well as NYC buses and trains. Spacious rooms,
impeccable condition, and sun-filled open floor plan- ideal for entertaining.
Maintenance free sided exterior and newer roof. Lower level laundry area, rear
deck ideal for warm-weather entertaining. Rocking chair front porch. Stop in
and see for yourself. Priced to please at $389,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-301-2039
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Westfield: 02/10/14
Donald J. Sawtelle to Michael and

Marielyce B. Watner, 920 Highland
Avenue, $1,045,000.

Gary M. Bailey and Christine C.
Bailey to Nils K. and Michele S.
Gesser, 205 Dudley Avenue,
$1,110,000.

Neil and Maryann Johnson to
David and Kathryn Gaglione, 611
Bradford Avenue, $1,097,500.

Monarch Homes Holdings LLC.
to 19 Carol LLC., 19 Carol Road,
$1,470,000.

The Frederick Charles Boss Trust
to Dennis M. and Linda M. Lies, 135
Jefferson Avenue, $615,000.

Thomas and Cynthia Killian to
Royal Properties Holdings LLC., 321
Saint Georges Place, $397,000.

David and Erica Pivinski to Sanjay
Singh and Siva Ramakrishnan, 749

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Warren Street, $601,503
Robert H. Vastano to Michael

Mahoney LLC., 547 Pierson Street,
$275,000.

Arthur M. Brien and Mary F.
Farside to Fox and Foxx Develop-
ment LLC., 100 Florence Avenue
South, $321,500.

Janice L. Sampson to Vijay K.
Batra, 515 Trinity Place, $300,000.

Maurice Mann to David A. and
Laura C. Stankiewicz, 920 Cranford
Avenue, $640,000.

Matthew Salomon to Lara J. Payne
and Hans-Edward L. Oriol, 960
Cherokee Court, $1,310,000.

Andrea M. Sheridan to KS Prop-
erty Company LLC., 50 Mohawk
Trail, $575,000.

Jacek and Iwona Dankowska to
Allyson and Mathew T. Kiss, 18 North
Wickom Drive, $1,100.000.

Kevin and Paula Palestino to Jacek
and Barbara Szablowski, 1920
Boynton Avenue, $372,900.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education awarded the following contracts for
professional services pursuant to 18A:18A.5.a(1).  The resolution of award and the
contracts listed below are available for public inspection at the Office of the Board
Secretary located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday:

Name Nature of Award Contract Period Contract Amount
Potter Architects Architect of Record 7/1/13-6/30/14 Per Project
Energy for America Energy Services 7/1/13-6/30/14 $  6,800 per month
Nisivoccia & Co., LLP Auditing Services 7/1/13-6/30/14 $43,700.00
Raymond A. Cassetta Negotiating Services 7/1/13-6/30/14 $31,800.00
Barre and Company Treasurer of School Funds 7/1/13-6/30/14 $  8,592.00
Casper P. Boehm, Jr. Board Attorney 7/1/13-6/30/14 $50,400.00 +

(not to exceed $78,000)
Energy for America Facilities Management 7/1/13-6/30/14 $7,009.00

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 3/13/14, The Times Fee: $37.74

David B. Corbin (March 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HIS WAY INTO THE 127-LB FINALS…Raider Derek Francavilla,
left, arm drags Jerome Greco of Newark Academy and grapevines his leg in an
effort to slither around behind in the 127-lb semifinal bout at the NJSIAA
tournament in Atlantic City on March 12-13-14, 2004. Francavilla won, 5-1, to
advance to the title bout where he placed second after dropping a 9-5, overtime
decision to Nick Bridge of Absegami .

ALL-DIVISION ATHLETES…Seven winter athletes from The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison received All-Division honors in the Greater Middlesex
Conference. Swimmers, pictured from left to right, Noah Toney of South Orange,
Brooke Sutton of Westfield, Cameron Cabrera of Carteret, Shafeeq Ibraheem of
Piscataway and George Minnium of Scotch Plains earned All-Division status.
Missing from photo: Max Needle of Scotch Plains and basketball player Taylor
Gerhart of Winfield Park, who reached 1,000 points late in her senior year.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNWSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on March
6, 2014, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted the
following Resolutions:

Nehal Shah, 1 Cherry Blossom Lane,
Block 16101, Lot 8.0102 approved for a
six-foot fence in what is known as the front
yard of the property.

Martin & Joanne Minnicino, 4 Allenby
Lane, Block 14901, Lot 2, approved for a
garage addition to the existing dwelling.

Barbara Horev,
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 3/13/14, The Times Fee: $16.32
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 14-05

CALENDAR YEAR 2014
MODEL ORDINANCE TO EX-
CEED THE MUNICIPAL BUD-
GET APPROPRIATION LIM-
ITS AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK  (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-
45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said budget up to .5% unless authorized
by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the
previous year’s final appropriations, sub-
ject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a pro-
vides that a municipality may, when autho-
rized by ordinance, appropriate the differ-
ence between the amount of its actual final
appropriation and the 3.5% percentage
rate as an exception to its final appropria-
tions in either of the next two succeeding
years; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood in the County of Union
finds it advisable and necessary to in-
crease its CY 2014 budget by up to 3.5%
over the previous year’s final appropria-
tions, in the interest of promoting the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby
determines that a 3% increase in the bud-
get for said year, amounting to $173,662.89
in excess of the increase in final appropria-
tions otherwise permitted by the Local
Government Cap Law, is advisable and
necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby
determines that any amount authorized
hereinabove that is not appropriated as
part of the final budget shall be retained as
an exception to final appropriation in either
of the next two succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, in the County of Union, a major-
ity of the full authorized membership of this
governing body affirmatively concurring,
that, in the CY 2014 budget year, the final
appropriations of the Borough of Garwood
shall, in accordance with this ordinance
and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased
by  3.5 %, amounting to $202,606.71 and
that the CY 2014 municipal budget for the
Borough of Garwood be approved and
adopted in accordance with this ordinance;
and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any
that any amount authorized hereinabove
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 14-05, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a Special Budget meeting
of the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, held on the 6TH DAY OF
MARCH 2014, and that Ordinance No. 14-
05, will be taken up for further consider-
ation for final passage at the meeting of
said Borough Council to be held at its
meeting room in the Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey, on the 25TH DAY OF MARCH 2014,
at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be heard, at which time and
place all persons who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $83.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-031889-13
FILE NO. 17643-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
THOSHA MCLENDON A/K/A
TOSHA MCLENDON; OIMH
RADIOLOGY; OIM RADIOL-
OGY GROUP, P.A.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which PRO CAPITAL FUND I,
LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN, US BANK is the
plaintiff and CHARLES G. WHITE, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
031889-13 within thirty-five (35) days after
March 13, 2014 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief de-
manded in the Amended Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-038, sold
on 5/27/2011, dated 5/27/2011, and was
recorded on 7/28/2011 in Book 13150 at
Page 764, made by JOSEPH P. SKELLY,
Collector of Taxes of ROSELLE, and State
of New Jersey to PRO CAPITAL FUND I,
LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN, US BANK and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO
CAPITAL FUND I, LLC BY ITS CUSTO-
DIAN, US BANK. This covers real estate
located in ROSELLE, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 37
BLOCK 4201 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
ROSELLE. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 815 LOCUST STREET,
ROSELLE, New Jersey.

YOU, THOSHA MCLENDON A/K/A
TOSHA MCLENDON, are made party de-
fendant to the above foreclosure action
because on February 15, 1996, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Essex County, by Tosha
Mclendon against Charles White and
Lornie White disclosing a debt in the amount
of $10,000.00, plus costs. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-037338-
1996.  Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien. Tosha Mclendon is a/k/a
Thosha Mclendon.

YOU, OIMH RADIOLOGY, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on March 4, 1998, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Essex County, by Oimh Radi-
ology against Edward McNeil disclosing a
debt in the amount of $870.00, plus costs
and interest. Said judgment was entered
as Judgment No. DJ-051501-1998. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.

YOU, OIM RADIOLOGY GROUP, P.A.,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on April 29,
1998, a judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Essex County,
by Oim Radiology Group, P.A. against
Edward McNeil disclosing a debt in the
amount of $531.08, plus costs and inter-
est. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. DJ-093172-1998. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  March 6, 2014

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $89.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F00022614
FILE NO. 18205-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
THE DARTMOUTH PLAN,
INC.; MARY DAVIS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK/CUST ATR FUND NJ
CAPONE is the plaintiff and JOHN M.
RONEY, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-000226-14 within
thirty-five (35) days after March 13, 2014
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-019, sold
on 12/6/2011, dated 12/8/2011, and was
recorded on 2/10/2012 in Book 13265 at
Page 441, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK/CUST
ATR FUND NJ & CAPONE and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, US BANK/
CUST ATR FUND NJ CAPONE. This cov-
ers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 27 BLOCK 113 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD and
concerns premises commonly known as
227-29 GRANT AVENUE, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

YOU, THE DARTMOUTH PLAN, INC.,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on July 5, 1978,
John M Roney and Audrey Roney, ex-
ecuted a mortgage to The Dartmouth Plan,
Inc. in the amount of $7,632.92, which
mortgage was recorded on July 11, 1978
in the UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s
Office in Mortgage Book 3186 at page 392.
Said mortgage is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

On July 6, 1978 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Bank Leumi
by way of Assignment of that date, which
Assignment of Mortgage was recorded in
the UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Of-
fice on July 11, 1978 in Book 356 of As-
signment of Mortgages at page 55.

On July 30, 1980 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to The
Dartmouth Plan, Inc. by way of Assign-
ment of that date, which Assignment of
Mortgage was recorded in the UNION
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office on Au-
gust 21, 1980 in Book 372 of Assignment
of Mortgages at page 381.

YOU, MARY DAVIS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on March 6, 2007, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Union County, by Mary Davis
against Audrey Roney and John Roney
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$3,000.00, plus costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-060041-2007.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  March 6, 2014

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $91.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 14-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE XII (COMMUTER
PARKING) OF CHAPTER 21
(TRAFFIC AND PARKING) OF
THE REVISED ORDINANCES
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, 1974, TO ESTAB-
LISH A COMMUTER PARK-
ING AREA AT JOHN F.
KENNEDY PLAZA AND TO
ESTABLISH REGULATIONS
THEREFOR.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:

SECTION 1. Article XII (Commuter Park-
ing) in Chapter 21 (Traffic and Parking) of
the Revised Ordinances of the Borough of
Garwood, 1974, is hereby amended to
read as follows:

ARTICLE XII. COMMUTER PARKING
§ 21-20. Establishment of commuter

parking areas.
Commuter parking areas as regulated

herein are hereby established as follows:
A. On part of Lot 2.01, formerly Lot 2 and

Lot 3, in Block 112 on the Tax Map of the
Borough of Garwood. Said commuter park-
ing area is more particularly shown on a
site plan map for a project known as “Pro-
posed Shop Rite,” dated August 28, 1995,
last revised September 13, 2000, which
site plan is on file in the Office of the
Borough Clerk, now known as the Garwood
Shop Rite.

B. On part of John F. Kennedy Plaza, a
municipal parking lot as establish in § 21-
8.6.

§ 21-21. Description of parking area.
The commuter parking areas shall con-

sist of the following:
A. At the Garwood Shop Rite, 16 parking

spaces in the above described area.
B. At John F. Kennedy Plaza, on the five

parking spaces closest to the Garwood
Train Station, which parking spaces shall
be so designated by the Chief of Police by
appropriate signage.

Said parking spaces shall be clearly
marked for permit parking only.

§ 21-22. Regulations for commuter
parking by permit.

A. Parking in the commuter parking ar-
eas shall be by permit only from the hours
of 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday. No owner or operator of any motor
vehicle shall cause or permit such motor
vehicle to be parked in such commuter
parking area, except by permit, during
such hours; provided, however, that such
prohibition shall not apply after 11:00 a.m.
to any parking space which has not been
utilized by a permitted motor vehicle by
11:00 a.m.

B. Permits for the use of said parking
spaces shall be made available first to
residents of the Borough of Garwood. If not
all available permits are taken by Garwood
residents, permits shall be available for
purchase by nonresidents.

C. During the hours and days set forth in
Subsection A of this section, it shall be
unlawful for any person to cause, allow,
permit or suffer any vehicle registered to or
operated by any such person to be parked
in the above described commuter parking

areas without the required permit being
affixed to said motor vehicle.

D. The Borough Clerk shall issue per-
mits to persons applying therefor on pay-
ment of the required fees, in accordance
with this article. Said permits shall be is-
sued on a quarterly basis for three-month
periods commencing on the first day of
January, April, July and October of each
year. Each permit shall authorize the per-
son to whom it has been issued to park a
designated motor vehicle in the commuter
parking area during the hours designated
in this article.

E. The permit fee shall be as follows:
(1) For Garwood residents:
At Garwood Shop Rite $50 per quarter;
At John F. Kennedy Plaza $100 per

quarter.
(2) For nonresidents:
At Garwood Shop Rite $75 per quarter;
At John F. Kennedy Plaza $100 per

quarter.
(3) Lost tag fee/replacement tag: $25.
F. At the time of the issuance of each

permit, the Borough Clerk shall also issue
to the person to whom the permit is granted,
a tag, indicating the permit number, year
and expiration date of the permit. The tag
shall be displayed from the vehicle rear
view mirror.

G. The regulations pertaining to the com-
muter parking areas established under
this Article shall be effective only during
the hours and on the days set forth in
Subsection A of this Section.

§ 21-23. Violations and penalties.
Violations of this Article shall be punish-

able by a fine of not less than $100 or more
than $500 and by a period of community
service not exceeding 90 days.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

SECTION 5. The Chief of Police is hereby
authorized and directed to post appropri-
ate signs.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 14-04, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 11TH DAY OF MARCH 2014, and
that Ordinance No. 14-04, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 25TH DAY OF MARCH
2014, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $127.50

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-11426-13
FILE NO. 16635-13

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PRO CAPITAL FUND I, LLC
BY ITS CUSTODIAN, US
BANK; PLAINTIFF VS. KEVIN
F. JOST; MRS. KEVIN F.
JOST, WIFE OF KEVIN F.
JOST; MARGARET M. RIPKA;
ATLANTIC FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: MRS. KEVIN F. JOST, WIFE OF
KEVIN F. JOST;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 5, 2014, the Superior
Court Fixed  April 16, 2014 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
CRANFORD, located at 8 SPRINGFIELD
AVENUE, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
07016 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 13 BLOCK 161 on the tax duplicate
of  CRANFORD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 2010-01 is
36,549.03, together with interest from Oc-
tober 31, 2013 and costs of  $1,263.85.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $48.96

EXCITING PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS…St. Paul’s Day School will be offer-
ing an exciting program in the fall for children aged 24 to 36 months. St. Paul’s
Day School gives children the guidance and tools they need to explore and learn
about the world in a comfortable, secure environment. Teachers plan the
developmentally appropriate activities children need in order to master impor-
tant skills for school and for life. For more information call (908) 233-5417 or visit
www.stpaulsday.org. Pictured, Emily Burke creates a masterpiece.

Westfield Awareness Expo
Set For March 19

WESTFIELD – The 21st Annual
Awareness Expo is scheduled to
take place on Wednesday, March
19, at Edison Intermediate School,
800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield,
from 7 to 10 p.m. The Awareness
Expo, presented by the Westfield
PTC Special Education Commit-
tee, is a symposium designed for
parents and educators to explore
issues that concern them most about
children. The event is open to the
public and free of charge.

For the past 20 years, the Aware-
ness Expo has showcased distin-
guished speakers ranging from
highly acclaimed physicians to edu-
cators to attorneys who provide in-
sight into a variety of issues that
empower parents to help their chil-
dren. The goal of the Awareness
Expo always has been to educate
the community at large about is-
sues that impact our students and
their ability to succeed. The Expo
includes something for everyone
and promises to be a rewarding and
educational way to spend an evening
learning about issues that impact
school-age children.

The panel for this year’s Expo
consists of several distinguished
speakers who will discuss the many
resources available to parents and
educators to help students achieve
their maximum potential. Attend-
ees can choose any two of ten “break
out” type sessions starting promptly
at 7:30 pm, covering an assortment
of child-related topics. ALL pro-
grams have been approved for 1.5
Professional Development Hours.

This year’s Expo will include the
following topics and speakers of
interest:

ADHD And Your Tween/Teen -
Michael Osit, EdD , Nicole L.
Liebman, MA, EdS, and Michael
D. Zito, PhD.

Advocating For Autism - Session
1: Friends Like You, Friends Like

Me: Talking to Children About Au-
tism Session 2: Safety First: Safe-
guarding your Child at Home, in
School, and Elsewhere Adrienne
Robertiello, Autism Educator at
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Understanding Depression In
Youth - Allan Blau, EdD, LCSW
and Jerry Barone, LCSW.

Identifying and Treating Anxiety
Disorder In School-Aged Children
- Robert Zambrano, PsyD, Trea-
surer for OCD NJ.

Technology And Children:
Adapting Toward Independence -
Randy Palmer, Special Education
and Computer Specialist, The
Children’s Institute

Navigating Insurance And
Healthcare Bureacracy - Scott
Leshin, President and Founder, SJ
Personal Healthcare Advocates.

ABA By The Numbers: How To
Measure Your Child’s Progress -
Adrienne Fitzer, MA, BCBA.

Central Auditory Processing Dis-
order: Strategies In and Out Of The
Classroom - Carol Ukstins, Educa-
tional Audiologist, MS, CCC-A,
FAAA and Deborah Welling, AuD,
CCC/A, FAAA

Practical Reading Strategies -
Jody Litwin Paul CCC-SLP, M.A.
and Patricia Corcoran, MA (Read-
ing).

Decoding Psycho-Educational
Evaluation Results - Jacquelyn
Doran Cunningham, PhD, NCSP.

The Westfield PTC-Special Edu-
cation Committee also will award
the “Make a Difference Award” to
Kathi Wildstein, a true professional,
who has dedicated her entire career
to serving the needs of special needs
students. The “Make a Difference”
award is given annually to an indi-
vidual or group of individuals who
display exemplary efforts in sup-
port of Special Education.

For Additional Information email
specialedparents@westfieldnjk12.org
or visit
westfieldawarenessexpo.blogspot.com/

Upcoming Event to Spotlight
Civil War’s Women Healers

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee invites the public to hear
a special lecture by Sandra W. Moss,
M.D., program chairwoman and
past president of the
Medical History Society
of New Jersey, on
Wednesday, March 19, at
2 p.m.

Entitled “Women
Healers in the Civil War,”
Dr. Moss’ lecture will be
presented at the First
Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 42 Broad Street
in Elizabeth. Admission
will be free.

After the lecture, at-
tendees will be invited to
visit the special exhibit on Civil
War nursing and medicine at the

Union County Courthouse, located
at 2 Broad Street, next door to the
church. To reserve a seat for the
lecture, call (908) 527-4999. Park-
ing is available nearby in the J.

Christian Bollwage mu-
nicipal garage on
Caldwell Place at
Elizabethtown Plaza.

Dr. Moss is a clinician
historian who focuses on
19th-century New Jersey
medicine. She has taught
courses in the history of
medicine and she speaks
frequently before local,
state and national audi-
ences on a variety of his-
torical topics, including
the history of military

medicine. Her latest book, “Edgar
Holden, M.D., of Newark: Provin-
cial Physician on a National Stage,”
will be published later this year.

The Civil War exhibit will be on
display until 2015 in the rotunda of
the Union County Courthouse. The
exhibit may be viewed weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
displays will change from time to
time. Anyone wishing to loan his-
torical artifacts from the Civil War
era for the exhibit can contact com-
mittee member Katherine Craig at
(908) 282-7617. All objects will be
secured, locked and acknowledged.

Dr. Sandra Moss

AREA -The Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission
(UCESC) Transition Services De-
partment works closely with stu-
dents enrolled in our out-of-district
special education school-based pro-
grams (The Westlake School and
Lamberts Mill Academy both lo-
cated in Westfield) to develop the
skills necessary to seek and secure
competitive employment after high
school. Our students participate in
unpaid, structured learning experi-
ences at area businesses in or near
their home communities.

The students are accompanied at
all times by a trained job coach who
provides worksite support and con-
ducts situational work assessments
to gather information about the
student’s abilities and preferences.
UCESC also provides these same
services on a contracted basis to
individual or small groups of stu-
dents referred by districts across the
county.

This month UCESC is spotlight-
ing two of its program’s graduates
who are now gainfully employed
in Union County. Mark graduated
Cranford High School in June of
2013 after participating in the
UCESC Work Readiness Program
for two years. This past July, Mark
was hired as a part-time associate
by Marshalls clothing in Clark.
Mark works primarily in the back
room processing area preparing
items for the sales floor. Lacy
Preston is the Back Room Coordi-
nator at Marshalls, and Mark’s di-
rect supervisor. Ms. Preston says
she recognized Mark was employ-
able after seeing him perform dur-
ing his internship.  Mark reports
that he is enjoying his new posi-
tion primarily because he feels wel-
come there. “The people here are
friendly and I feel comfortable with
them.” Mark was also hired part-
time this past summer at Autoland
on Route 22 in Springfield where
he provides office support in the
accounting and service depart-
ments.

Another Transition alumni
Courtney graduated Jonathan Day-

ton High School in Springfield in
June of 2010 after participating in
the UCESC Work Readiness Pro-
gram for four years. Courtney ex-
pressed an interest in learning about
the field of child development so
UCESC placed her at Noah’s Ark
Preschool in Westfield and First Chil-
dren School, an New Jersey approved
private special education school in
Fanwood. Prior to graduating,
Courtney was hired by First Chil-
dren School as a classroom assis-
tant. Courtney says her participation
in the UCESC program, “helped a
lot, because otherwise I don’t think
I would have a job right now.” Kathy
Gorski, principal at First Children
School, says she wouldn’t hesitate
hiring a person with disabilities again
in the future.

UCESC Transition Services are
under the auspices of Union County
Educational Services Commission
located in Westfield. For more infor-
mation about these services visit
www.ucesc.org .

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission wishes
to advise the public that it will hold its
regular meetings for 2014 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
on Monday at 7:30pm, on the following
dates:

March 31
April 28
May 19
June 30
July 28

August 25
September 29

October 27
November 24
December 29

January 26, 2015
February 23, 2015

1 T - 3/13/14, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 14-02-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 4, 2014. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk's Office, at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.

This Ordinance will authorize the estab-
lishment of a Borough of Fanwood Energy
Aggregation Program.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 1, 2014, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/13/14, The Times Fee: $19.89

Saint Peter’s University
Dean’s List

JERSEY CITY –Saint Peter’s Uni-
versity announced the following lo-
cal students were named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2013 semes-
ter.

La Shawn Muse of Fanwood is a
junior majoring in healthcare man-
agement. Alexander Quesada of
Scotch Plains is a sophomore major-
ing in business management.

Fully-admitted degree-seeking
students are eligible for consider-
ation for the Dean’s List if they have
earned a grade point average of at
least 3.5 for the term. To qualify,
undergraduate students must com-
plete 12 semester credits.

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 14-03-43

CONTRACTOR: Suplee Clooney &
Company; 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Auditing ser-
vices and other financial consultation ser-
vices

PERIOD: For a period ending no later
than December 31, 2014

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $26,950
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 3/13/14, The Times Fee: $18.36

Student Transition Services
Offered at UCESC
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Harvest Quilters Show Set
March 29 at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Harvest
Quilters of Central Jersey will hold
their 31st annual quilt show, “Sharing
the Quilts XXXI,” on Saturday, March
29, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church.

This event offers interaction with
quilters, instruction and demonstra-
tions as well as information about
the history of quilts in America. An-
other element of the “Sharing the
Quilts” show is the story boards that
accompany many of the displayed
quilts. The story boards tell why or
where a quilt was made, who made
it, and any other information that
makes a quilt personal or special.

The Harvest Quilters’ sister
group, the Needle Niters who meet
at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, also will display the quilts
they have made for charity this year.

Additionally, there will be a spe-
cial exhibit showcasing the work of
Harvest Quilter member Karen
Gloeggler of Clark, who also is an
author. Her book, “Jane Austen
Quilts: Inspired by Her Novels,”
will be available at the show, and
Ms. Gloeggler will be on hand to
sign any copies purchased there.

The book also may be purchased
online from AQS American
Quilter’s Society. A display of some
of the Jane Austen quilts featured in
the book can be viewed at the show.

A group of challenge quilts also
will be featured, along with a display
of baby quilts and household items.

There will be a raffle quilt and
multiple raffle baskets stuffed with
fabric. Proceeds from these raffles
and profits from the quilt show will
support various local charitable or-
ganizations and also fund group
workshops and meetings through-
out the year. Children will have an
opportunity to participate in a scav-
enger hunt by finding special mo-
tifs on the show quilts.

A tea room will feature a lunch
menu, drinks and snacks. A small
group of vendors will offer finished
quilts, fabric, notions and quilted
items. The Willow Grove Church is
located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
call Ann Eelman at (908) 755-7653
or visit harvestquilters.com. Admis-
sion will be $6 for adults and $3 for
children ages 5 through 12. Those
under age 5 will be admitted for free.

A QUILT IN PROGRESS...Betsy Smith, left, and Pamela Martone lay out a new
quilt design at the February 7 meeting of the Needle Niters group at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church. The Needle Niters will display their quilts at the Harvest
Quilters of Central Jersey’s 31st annual quilt show on Saturday, March 29, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.

Garden Club of Westfield
Posts Upcoming Activities

WESTFIELD — The Garden Club
of Westfield, Inc. invites all those
interested in gardening, participat-
ing in community projects, educa-
tional meetings, workshops and trips
to gardens in the area to join mem-
bers at club meetings.

Meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of each month at noon in
the Parish Community Room at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue
and Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

On April 8, Christopher Markham,
a wildlife biologist with a Bachelor
of Science degree from Cook Col-
lege, Rutgers University, specializ-
ing in deer control, will be the speaker.
In 2002 Mr. Markham was granted a
U.S. patent on a deer repellent he
invented. Subsequently, he started a
company with two partners called
New Jersey Deer Control.

Mr. Markham, president of the
company, will discuss reasons for
deer overpopulation and what can be
done to deter them from landscapes
and gardens, and present his own list

of deer-resistant plants. His company
is offering a free trial deer repellent
application to anyone attending the
program.

The Garden Club of Westfield will
hold a bus trip to Greenwood Cemetery
in Brooklyn, N.Y. and Snug Harbor,
Staten Island, on Wednesday, June 4.
During the Greenwood Cemetery visit,
participants will take a two-hour trol-
ley ride tour of the scenic location and
learn about the history of New York
City’s first green space. They will then
have lunch on their own before pro-
ceeding to Snug Harbor for a one- to
one-and-a-half-hour walking tour of
the Botanical Gardens there.

The bus will leave the Lord &
Taylor parking lot in Westfield
promptly at 9:30 a.m. and return at
about 6:30 p.m. The cost of the trip
is $60. Interested persons are asked
to call (732) 382-2255.

For more information on the Gar-
den Club of Westfield or member-
ship, call Elaine Junguenet at (908)
226-8822. Interested persons may
view club activities at facebook.com/
The Garden Club of Westfield, Inc.

Mary Robinson to Receive
Women of Excellence Award
WESTFIELD — Mary Robinson,

executive director and founder of
Imagine — A Center for Coping with
Loss, has been selected as one of 11
women to receive the 2014 Women
of Excellence Award from the Union
County Commission on
the Status of Women.

Located in Westfield,
Imagine provides peer
support groups for chil-
dren who have had a par-
ent or sibling die, with
concurrent groups avail-
able for parents and
guardians of the children
served. Imagine addition-
ally offers support for
families coping with ill-
ness, along with educa-
tional workshops, presen-
tations and outreach. For
more information about Imagine, visit
imaginenj.org or contact (908) 264-
3100/info@imaginenj.org.

Ms. Robinson’s own father died in
1974 when she was a freshman at
Madison High School. Working and
volunteering in the field of grief sup-
port since 1997, her commitment is
to ensure grieving children’s resil-
iency, emotional health and well-be-
ing and that no child ever grieves
alone. She has a Master’s Degree in
Applied Psychoanalysis and a Cer-
tificate in Thanatology, and sits on

the board of the Academy of Clinical
and Applied Psychoanalysis in
Livingston. Ms. Robinson is a mem-
ber of the Association of Death Edu-
cation and Counseling and the Na-
tional Alliance for Grieving Children.

The Commission on
the Status of Women is
sponsored by the Union
County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. Each
year, awards are given
in different fields, in-
cluding education,
health care, the arts,
government, business,
law, community ser-
vice, technology, hu-
manitarianism, public
service, women’s advo-
cacy and lifetime
achievement.

The awardees will be honored at
the 22nd annual Women of Excel-
lence Dinner on Friday, March 21, at
Galloping Hill Caterers in Union.
Tickets for this year’s dinner are avail-
able at $45 per person. For more
information and to purchase tickets,
contact Madeline Brigantino at the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders offices at (908) 572-4144 or
mbrigantino@ucnj.org.

Mary Robinson

Library Friends Sponsoring
Opera Subscription Series

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library
once again is sponsoring a Wednes-
day evening subscription series to
the Metropolitan Opera at Lincoln
Center in New York. Registration is
now open and new participants are
invited to join. The Met Opera dead-
line for current subscription seat-
ing for the Friends group is Friday,
March 21, 2014.

The upcoming season will fea-
ture seven performances starting in
November and ending in May.
Transportation is by charter bus
from Westfield to Lincoln Center
and back. The bus usually leaves
two-and-a-half hours before cur-
tain time. The cost is approximately
$30 per performance depending on
the number of riders. Ticket prices
range from $174.50 in the Family
Circle to over $2,000 in orchestra
for the series.

The seven performances are as
follows: November 12, Aida; De-
cember 31, The Merry Widow; Janu-
ary 21, La Traviata; February 18,
Iolanta/Duke Bluebeard’s Castle;

March 11, Les Contes D’Hoffmann;
April 22, Don Carlo, and May 6,
Un Ballo In Maschera.

If a participant cannot attend an
opera, the ticket may be exchanged
through the Met subscription office
or sold to someone else. The Friends
maintains a “standby list” of people
who have an interest in buying tick-
ets for individual operas. Those in-
terested in participating as a sub-
scriber or a “standby,” or who would
like more information, is asked to
contact Ulf at (908) 654-5737 or
uhdoll@aol.com.

Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Plans
Trip to Rockvale Outlets

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
host a bus trip to the Rockvale shop-
ping outlets in Lancaster, Pa. on
Thursday, April 10.

The trip will depart Kenilworth
from the South 21st Street Munici-
pal Parking Lot, across from the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, at 8 a.m.
and return at approximately 8 p.m.
The $43 cost includes motor coach
transportation, about six hours of
shopping time, a discount coupon
book and a shopping outlet map.

Rockvale features more than 100
outlet stores offering up to 75 per-
cent off retail prices on popular brand
names – plus additional discounts
daily. There is no sales tax on cloth-
ing and shoes. A variety of restau-
rants also is available, along with
trolley/shuttle service.

There will be complimentary door

prizes on the trip. For further infor-
mation and reservations, call (908)
709-0391 or (908) 709-0434. As
space is limited on this popular out-
ing, early reservations are encour-
aged to ensure availability.

Proceeds will benefit the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s
“Give the House a Lift” campaign,
an ongoing fund-raising endeavor
to obtain an elevator that will make
the newly restored Oswald J.
Nitschke House “living history”
museum and cultural arts center fully
accessible to everyone.

Among other upcoming
Kenilworth Historical Society events
in 2014 is “Thyme for Tea,” an el-
egant afternoon tea featuring herb-
alist Lorraine Kiefer as the guest
speaker, on Saturday, April 26. For
further information, call (908) 709-
0434.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Lunch Outing

AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, March 23, at
noon at Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant,
located at 899 St. Georges Avenue (off
Route 1 North) in Woodbridge. The
cost is the price of a meal from the
menu and tip plus $3. To respond, call
Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or e-mail
roger678@optonline.net.

Cranford Team Is Raising
Funds For Special Olympics

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Shark Finns will compete on Sunday,
March 23, for the third straight year
in the Eighth Annual New York Gi-
ants Snow Bowl to benefit the Spe-
cial Olympics New Jersey (“SONJ”)
at MetLife Stadium in
East Rutherford. This 6
on 6 flag football tour-
nament has raised nearly
$900,000 since its in-
ception in 2006 to sup-
port SONJ.

The team is named af-
ter Finn Morin, the 3-
year-old son of Cranford
residents Phil and
Maureen Morin. Finn
was born in 2011 with
Down syndrome and
participates in the
SONJ’s “Young Athlete Program,”
which was initiated by Cranford resi-
dent Sally Curci, herself the mother
of two special-needs children.

The Young Athlete Program was
created to meet the physical and de-
velopmental needs of children ages
2½ to 7. The goal of the class is to help
participants develop the skills needed
to eventually compete in the Special
Olympics, which begins at age 8.

“Many people don’t realize that
the SONJ has a ‘Young Athlete Pro-

gram’ based in Cranford at the Com-
munity Center,” said Mr. Morin, a
former Cranford mayor.

“Donations to SONJ help support
these community programs and other
programs around New Jersey. We are

so proud to support the
SONJ and we are grateful
of the support from the
Cranford community. So
many friends of ours and
our teammates, as well as
community-minded ser-
vice organizations such as
the Cranford Jaycees and
Knights of Columbus,
have made donations to
support the SONJ, includ-
ing nearly $9,000 to date
and over $40,000 on be-
half of the Shark Finns in

the last three years.”
Team members include Mr. Morin,

Bob Clausen, Ted Burke, Paul Zissler,
Joe Falso, Chuck Walter and John
Theophilakos — all Cranford resi-
dents — as well as Dermot McLeer,
Joe Asaro, Joe Buffalano, John
Passaro and Tom Rizzuto.

Donations to Special Olympics
New Jersey can be made on behalf of
the Cranford Shark Finns at
njsnowbowl.org/support by clicking
on the “Shark Finns” team name.

Finn Morin

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

CLASSIFIEDS

PURIM GIFTS...Volunteers from the Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains prepared gift bags March 2 with groggers, treats and traditional
hamentashen cookies to be delivered to the entire congregation before the Jewish
holiday of Purim. The Sisterhood also donated Purim gift bags and additional
pounds of hamentashen to residents of AristaCare at Cedar Oaks, a nursing home
in South Plainfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ilyse O’Desky, Marcia Wiener
and Robin Sabony, chairwomen of the synagogue’s Purim outreach project.

Probitas Verus Honos

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has made the
following statement in response to
President Barack Obama’s Fiscal Year
2015 budget:

“I am disappointed that President
Obama has once again failed to put
forth a serious budget blueprint that
makes the tough choices necessary to
get our fiscal house in order. Instead of
building upon the bipartisan deficit
reduction agreements recently enacted
by Congress, the President has chosen
to abandon fiscal restraint altogether.

“His budget increases spending,
adds more complexity to the U.S. tax

code and lacks any reforms to lower
our deficits and protect and preserve
Social Security and Medicare for our
nation’s senior citizens and future
generations. The Obama Adminis-
tration proposal spends too much,
borrows too much and taxes too much
to be considered a serious budget
blueprint for the nation.”

“In the coming weeks, congressional
Republicans will produce a real and
responsible budget that balances, pro-
motes job creation, reforms our tax
code, protects our critical safety net
programs and places our nation on a
glide path toward fiscal responsibility.”

Obama Budget Not A Serious Blueprint

WESTFIELD AREA RENTAL

TOWNHOUSE 3 BR 1 1/2 BA,
FR W/FP, LOFT, WA & DY,
POOL TENNIS, GATED COM-
MUNITY. $3300/MO. AVAIL
JUNE 30. OWNER NJLREA.

CALL (908) 581-2803

WANTED

Looking to hire native Swedish
speaker to meet in Westfield
once or twice a week for conver-
sation and pronunciation help.
Please call (303) 800-4410.

HOUSE CLEANING

House cleaning, exellent
refrences, years of experience,

own transportation
Call Cathy (908) 967-1427

also available for babysitting

PROJECT DIRECTOR

Project Director sought M-F, 9a-
5p; Loc: Fanwood, NJ. Reqs: MS
Deg in Comp Sci + 2 yrs progres-
sive exp. Resm to: Pat Sigmon,
LPS Consulting, Inc., 313 South
Ave, Ste 107, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings April 2nd,

evenings March 26th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings April 21st.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends April 27th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

Matthew Burke
Fine Interior Painting &

Professional Paperhanging
20 years experience
excellent references

(908) 753-2516 & (908) 405-7514

PAINTING / PAPERHANGING

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

Certified Home Health Aide
seeking job caring for the sick

and mature. References
available. Own transportation.

(973) 445-6896
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MOMS DEMAND ACTION...Calling for federal gun reform legislation, Kristen
Wald of NJ Mom’s Demand Action, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and her
mother, Nancy Yewasis, join scores of concerned citizens to support 26 cyclists on
their “Sandy Hook Ride on Washington.”  The riders represent the 26 lives lost
at Sandy Hook Elementary School, and are traveling the 400 miles from
Newtown, Conn. to Washington, D.C. in a call for gun reform legislation.

NAMI to Present
‘Circle of Friends’

WESTFIELD — The Union
County chapter of NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) will host
a “Circle of Friends” panel discus-
sion on Tuesday, March 25, at 7:30
p.m. There is no charge to attend.

Participants will tell their stories of
coping with mental health challenges
at this public presentation to be held
at the American Legion Post at 1003
North Avenue in Westfield.

The panel will include Intensive
Family Support Service’s Joyce Benz
and NAMI Union County board mem-
bers. Anyone interested in learning
more about mental illness and how to
cope is invited to join the discussion.

The meeting environment will be
supportive and informational and
audience participation will be wel-
come. Snacks and free literature will
be provided. For more information
or in the event of inclement weather,
call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Fanwood Presby. to Feature
Haydn’s ‘Lord Nelson Mass’
FANWOOD — The music ministry

of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
under the leadership of Music Direc-
tor Thomas R. Berdos, will present
Haydn’s Mass No. 11 in D Minor, the
“Lord Nelson Mass,” on Sunday, April
13, at 4 p.m. in the church sanctuary.

Professional soloists soprano
Jamie Baer Peterson, mezzo Hanne
Ladefoged-Dollase, tenor Brian
Ernstes and bass John Lamb will
perform. The Concert Chorus of ap-
proximately 20 singers will be ac-
companied by a chamber orchestra.

“Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass rep-
resents his mature style, and in many

ways is Haydn at his best,” said Mr.
Berdos. The original orchestration
will be used, which includes strings,
timpani, trumpets and organ. The
smaller chorus and orchestra are
typical of performances of this work
in Haydn’s day.

A freewill offering will be received
to help defray the expenses of the
concert. In addition, designations as
a Patron of this performance are
available. Patrons will have their
names printed in the concert pro-
gram. To become a Patron, send $75
to Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church is located at the corner of
Martine and La Grande Avenues,
with parking available off La
Grande Avenue.

JCC to Welcome
Marion Grodin

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host comedian Charles
Grodin’s daughter, Marion Grodin,
on Thursday, March 20, at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Grodin is the author of “Stand-
ing Up: A Memoir of a Funny (Not
Always) Life.” She will share details
about her Hollywood childhood, teen-
age years of drugs and sex and sober
adult life on the stand-up circuit. To
read more about Ms. Grodin, visit
mariongrodin.com.

This event will be open to the pub-
lic. Admission is $6 for JCC mem-
bers and $8 for others. Online regis-
tration is available at jccnj.org. The
JCC is located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

For more information, go to
jccnj.org or contact Amy Warsh, Cul-
tural Arts and Education director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 205,
or awarsh@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

Essex Man Admits to 2010
Murder of Union Woman

UNION — An Essex County man
has admitted to fatally stabbing and
strangling Union Township woman
Diane Zaleski in 2010, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced last week.

Arnell Yearwood, 28, of Irvington
pleaded before state Superior Court
Judge Joseph P. Donohue and is ex-
pected to receive a term of 30 years in
state prison without parole upon sen-
tencing.

Family members discovered the
body of the 54-year-old Zaleski in-
side her Laurana Road home on No-
vember 18, 2010, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Caroline
Lawlor, who prosecuted the case. An
autopsy by the Union County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office revealed the
cause of death to be multiple blunt-
force and lacerative injuries to the
head and neck, Ms. 0Lawlor said.

The Union County Homicide Task
Force immediately launched a pro-
longed investigation spearheaded by
task force Detective Robert
Henderson; authorities conducted

more than 100 interviews, yet few
legitimate leads emerged. But on the
one-year anniversary of Ms. Zaleski’s
death, investigators released addi-
tional details about the murder to the
media in an effort to bring the case
back into the public eye.

Shortly thereafter, a person who
lives out of the state encountered a
news article about Ms. Zaleski
online with some of the details in
the article matching details previ-
ously relayed to the person by
Yearwood during an online conver-
sation hosted via Facebook. The
person contacted authorities in New
Jersey, leading to Yearwood’s ar-
rest on Vauxhall Road in Union on
April 7, 2012.

“This case marks a prime example
of the investigative power that can be
generated when law enforcement, the
media, and the public all embrace a
common goal – in this case, justice
for the victim of a horrific crime,”
Ms. Park said.

Sentencing in the case has been ten-
tatively scheduled for Friday, April 11.

RAISING OF THE FLAG...Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak and Freeholders Sergio Granados and Angel G. Estrada, pictured from
left, joined the 2014 Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade General Chair-
woman Kathryn Noonan, Grand Marshal Robert E. Jeans, Sr. and Adjutant
Bernadette Sullivan for the raising of the Irish flag at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth in honor of St. Patrick’s Day and Irish Culture and
Heritage. The annual event was hosted by the Elizabeth Divisions of the Ladies
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH) and the Ancient Order of Hibernians
(AOH). LAOH President Jennifer Goodman and AOH President Jimmy O’Neil
welcomed the elected and parade officials.

County Dems Endorse
Hudak, Estrada, Wright

Pallone Supportive of
 President’s Budget

 WASHINGTON, D. C.— Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) issued the
following statement upon the release
of President Barck Obama’s Fiscal
Year 2015 Budget:

“...I am pleased that the President’s
budget has a strong focus on job
creation by encouraging manufac-
turing, one of the bright spots in our
economy, as well as expanding re-
search and innovation and making
investments in infrastructure.

“The President’s budget lays out a
plan to expand opportunities for the
middle class and those working to
join it by building on the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), investing
in new education and job training
programs, and calling on Congress to
increase the minimum wage and ex-
tend unemployment insurance to the
long-term unemployed. Prominently
featured in his budget is President
Obama’s call for improved fiscal re-
sponsibility by building on the sav-
ings established through the Afford-
able Care Act and ending tax dispari-
ties that unfairly favor the wealthiest
Americans over the middle class.

“I was particularly pleased to see
the President touch on his Climate
Action Plan to cut carbon pollution...”

COUNTY— Union County
Democratic municipal party leaders
last week unanimously endorsed the
incumbent slate of Christopher
Hudak, Angel Estrada and Vernell
Wright for freeholder, and incum-
bent James LaCorte for surrogate
while selecting Congressional can-
didates in the 7th, 8th and 10th dis-
tricts and incumbent Cory Booker
for United States Senate, Democratic
Committee Chairman Jerry Green
announced.

The screening for the 12th district
candidate to succeed retiring Rep.
Rush Holt (D) will be held separately
on a soon to-be-announced date, Mr.
Green said. The district includes
Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

Several other candidates were also
unanimously endorsed by party lead-
ers at the screening, which was held
at Giovanna’s in Plainfield includ-
ing:

Rep. Albio Sires (D-8th) running
for re-election; Rep. Donald Payne
Jr. (D-10) running for re-election;
Janice Kovach, the mayor of Clinton,
who is running for Congressional
District seat occupied by Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th).

Mr. LaCorte, a veteran constitu-
tional officer who serves a five-
year term, has been responsible
for introducing outreach programs,
including extended office hours
throughout the county to better
serve the handicapped and work-
ing residents. He also developed a
line of brochures that in plain lan-
guage, explain the functions of his
office.

Responsible for probating wills and
appointing executors among other
mandated responsibilities, Mr.
LaCorte worked with the families of
September 11th victims in the after-
math of the tragedy.

“I look forward to continue to serve
the needs of our County residents with
the vital services of the Surrogate dur-
ing their time of need,” Mr. La Corte
said, thanking the Committee for its
nomination.

Mr. Hudak, a resident of Linden
who is chairman of the board this year,
said he looked forward to reaching out
to residents and running on the board’s
record on economic issues and quality
of life accomplishments.

Some of the plans Mr. Hudak cited
as chairman this year include the ex-
pansion of the county college and
vocational-technical schools, a new

family courthouse that is scheduled to
be finished next year, a set of planning
initiatives aimed at promoting job cre-
ation and sustainable development,
several turf field installations and rec-
reational improvements, and free WIFI
in six county locations.

Mr. Estrada, a resident of Eliza-
beth, emphasized the board’s com-
mitment to jobs training and re-em-
ployment services through its One
Stop facilities, and promoting educa-
tional services to both seniors and
youth through programs such as Se-
nior Scholars, and Freeholder Schol-
ars for teens to attend Union County
College.

Ms. Wright, a resident of Union
who had served for over 36 years in
the Union Public Schools system,
including many supervisory posi-
tions, emphasized the board’s work
in assisting seniors and children and
providing strong social services
through programs such as Meals on
Wheels, Paratransit, and the Child
Advocacy Center, which the county
funds and runs through the
prosecutor’s office.

Two-Part Workshop to Be
Held on Gardening Basics

TECH EDUCATION MONTH...Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak, right, Vice-Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh. back center, and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,  left, present a resolution to Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools  (UCVTS) Superintendent Peter Capodice, second from left, and UCVTS students designating February 2014 as
National Career and Technical Education Month in Union County.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that a program entitled
“Learning the Basics of Gardening,” a
two-part workshop for adults ages 18
and older, will be offered at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Moun-

tainside.
The sessions will be held on two

Saturdays, March 15 and March 22,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with park natu-
ralist and gardener Ruth Yablonsky.
The fee for this two-part program is
$20 for Union County residents and
$24 for out-of-county participants.

On March 15, participants will learn
about the different types of gardens,
choosing a location in their yard and
the diverse kinds of plants to con-
sider. They also will take a tour of
the Master Gardeners’ Demonstra-
tion Garden.

In the second session on March
22, participants will explore plant-
ing and placement, maintaining and
critter-proofing their gardens. They
will find out the definition of a weed,
learn weeding techniques and visit
Trailside’s new native plant garden.

Pre-registration for “Learning the
Basics of Gardening” is required.
Space is limited. Walk-ins will be
welcome as space permits. This two-
part series offers teachers and mas-
ter gardeners a chance to earn five
Continuing Professional Education
Credits. Participants should bring lunch.

For additional information about this
lecture or other adult programs and
upcoming events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside .

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Rutgers’ Faculty Council Rips
Selection of Rice as Speaker

Rutgers University’s New
Brunswick Faculty Council has
passed a resolution opposing the se-
lection of former secretary of state
Condoleezza Rice as the university’s
2014 commencement speaker, ac-
cording to New Brunswick Today.

Rutgers’ Board of Governors voted
earlier to award an honorary Doctor
of Laws degree to Ms. Rice, who
served under President George W.
Bush. She will be paid $35,000 for
her commencement address , The
Star-Ledger reported.

“Condoleezza Rice...played a
prominent role in the administration’s
efforts to mislead the American
people about the presence of weap-
ons of mass destruction [in Iraq],”
according to the Faculty Council reso-
lution as reported by New Brunswick
Today.

Rutgers’ administration defended
the selection of Ms. Rice.

Greg Trevor, a spokesperson for
the school said, “Dr. Rice is a highly
accomplished and respected diplo-
mat, scholar and author, and we are
excited that she has agreed to address
our graduates and guests at Com-
mencement.”

Republican State Assemblywoman
Mary Pat Angelini of Mommouth
County protested the Faculty Coun-
cils’ decision, saying, “This is noth-
ing more than a political firestorm
fueled by their hatred of an opposing
ideology, and President George W.
Bush in particular. Dr. Rice and the
people of New Jersey deserve better.”

Sabrin Files Ethics Complaint
Against Sweeney

Republican United States Senate
candidate Murray Sabrin has filed an
ethics complaint against State Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) alleging that he has a
conflict of interest because he is also
the general vice-president of the In-
ternational Association of Iron Work-
ers union, my9nj.com has reported.

Mr. Sabrin alleges that Sen
Sweeney is acting as a lobbyist on
behalf of the iron workers, and being
paid by them, while serving as senate
president.

Sabrin, a Ramapo College finance
professor, questioned, “How can you
be a lobbyist in New Jersey when you
are lobbying legislators who are your
colleagues who you oversee as sen-
ate president?”

According to the story, Sen.
Sweeney is paid $50,000 as a senator
ans was paid over $200,000 by the
union in both 2012 and 2013.

Thompson, Rice Seek Panel
Probe of ‘Abuses’  in Newark
New Jersey State Senators Sam

Thompson (R-12, Old Bridge) and
Ron Rice (D-28, Newark) held a joint
press conference February 27th to
announce a bipartisan initiative for
the New Jersey Legislative Select
Committee on Investigation to open
a full inquiry into government abuses
of power and cover-ups in the City of
Newark, under its former mayor and
now U.S. Senator, Cory Booker.

“Senator Rice and I are urging this
committee to start this investigation
on behalf of taxpayers all across New
Jersey who give $100 million a year
in state tax dollars as well as federal
funds to the state’s largest city,” Sen.
Thompson said. “...State Comptrol-
ler reports from December and this
month raise deeply troubling con-
cerns for all New Jerseyans, who are
now represented in the U.S. Senate
by the city’s former mayor. Such
abuses have no place in any govern-
ment and beg many questions as to
what other abuses of power and tax
dollars or cover-ups were done under
Newark’s former mayor Booker and
council.”

Sen. Rice said, “It’s sickening to
continue to read about this type of
waste and taxpayer abuse in Newark,
after I’ve personally been calling for
full-out audits and investigations for
years into not just the city’s adminis-
tration, but also ancillary entities that
it has created and given millions of
public dollars.”
Westchester Exec. to Seek GOP
Nomination for NY Governor
Westchester County Executive Rob

Astorino has announced he will seek
the Republican nomination for New
York governor, The New York Daily
News as reported.

“I’m tired of listening to the
fairytale that everything is just great
when it’s just the opposite,” Mr.
Astorino said in a video he released
announcing his campaign. The GOP
Primary winner will have to take on
Democratic Governor Andrew
Cuomo who is seeking a second term
this year.

New York State Republicans hold
their nominating convention in May.
Businessman Donald Trump is also
has said to be considering running,
according to several media reports.

Baroni Joins Dem Law
Firm in Princeton

Former Port Authotrity of New York
and New Jersey deputy director Bill
Baroni has taken a position with Hill
Wallack LLP, a prominent Demo-
cratic law firm based in Princeton,
politickernj.com has reported.

Mr. Baroni, a former state senator
in South Jersey, resigned from the
Port Authority in December at the
beginning of the George Washington
Bridge lane closing scandal.

SP-F District to Begin
Strategic Planning Process

SCOTCH PLAINS — The first
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education com-
munity strategic planning process will
take place on Wednesday, April 2 in
the new multi-purpose room of Ever-
green School (enter via Cedar Street).

Residents will have an opportunity
to provide input on future direction
as well as current strengths and needs
of the district as they see them. Par-
ticipation in any or all of our three
meetings will be greatly appreciated.
Additional meetings will be held on
Tuesday, April 29 and Thursday, May
15.

“Using a guided by New Jersey
School Boards Association, we will
work together to develop the goals
and objectives to move the district
forward to meet the challenges of the

21st century,” the district said in a
press release. “The board of educa-
tion hopes that you, the residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, will re-
spond enthusiastically. Join us in cre-
ating the future for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District.”

FW’s Murray New Pres.,
CEO at Nat. Coffee Assoc.

FANWOOD — The National Cof-
fee Association (NCA) has announced
that William M. (Bill) Murray of
Fanwood will join the NCA as presi-
dent and chief executive officer, ef-
fective June 1. Mr. Murray comes to
the NCA from the Public Relations
Society of America (PRSA) where
he served as chief executive officer.

“We set out to find a new leader
with passion, vision and the creden-
tials to take the NCA to a future even
brighter than its past, and we achieved
that goal by finding Bill Murray,”
said NCA Chair John E. Boyle.

“I am excited by the opportunity to
guide a dynamic trade association
serving the iconic U.S. coffee indus-
try at an important juncture in its
honored history,” Mr. Murray said. “I
feel privileged and honored for the
opportunity to lead the NCA to new
heights of relevance, member value
and industry service that project its
preeminent organizational status and
provide a robust, contemporary plat-
form for enhanced success.”

Prior to signing on with the NCA,
Mr. Murray served as chief executive
officer at PRSA. In that position he
managed an organization of 32,000
individual members. During his ten-
ure he was honored as the 2009 Out-

standing Association Executive of the
Year by the New York Society of
Association Executives (NYSAE).

While at PRSA, he put his strategic
style into play with many new pro-
grams designed to elevate member
value and bolster the reputation of
the public relations profession.
Among them was a redesigned advo-
cacy program to position PRSA as a
thought leader with public commen-
tary and submissions to Congress
and the Federal Trade Commission
on timely, communications-related
issues such as environmental mar-
keting, the use of endorsements and
testimonials in advertising, ethics, and
the value of public relations to gov-
ernment operations.

 He also created targeted advocacy
programs that included “Moving Vet-
erans Forward” to serve military vet-
erans, “PRServing America” to en-
gage PRSA members in charitable
work, and “The Business Case for
Public Relations” to deliver measure-
ment tools that practitioners could
use to explain the value of public
relations.

Prior to PRSA, Mr. Murray was the
co-chief operating officer of the
Motion Picture Association of
America (MPAA).

goleader.com/subscribe
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2013
STARLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 2-5
June 30-Aug. 1 
Mon - Fri   8:30 -12:30pm 
Dance, voice and acting 
Show: ALADDIN KIDS

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 6-9 
June 30-August 1  
Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 plus
Afternoon Stage Craft Program Avail
Dance, voice and acting 
Show:SHREK THE MUSICAL

CENTER STAGE
Grades 9-12 by audition
June 30 to August 3 
Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30 
Dance, Voice, & Acting 
Auditions March 1-9th
Two fully staged shows: 
RENT & A ROAD TRIP

PCPAPINEDA CONSERVATORY

2014 ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:
CRANFORD DRAMATIC  CLUB THEATRE

 www.pinedaconservatory.com

Last season 
shows:

101 Dalmations
Little Mermaid
Guys & Dolls

WAA to Host The
‘Gardner Heist Gossips’

tion that might accompany his
character’s affliction.

Ms. Kuras makes her character of
the mother loathsome in Act I by being
wonderfully condescending and sar-
castic; she hurls insults faster than Cu-
pid can shoots arrows on Valentine’s
Day. Ms. Kuras could not be more
terrific in her diction, body language
and demeanor as the uptight writer of
the children’s books about “Little
Donny Dark.” We learn in Act II her
reasoning for writing the books that
Don came to hate. And then we come to
embrace her because, like her son, we
now understand her.

Authentically spot-on, costumes by
Doris Dias help set the piece firmly in
the ‘70s, and musical interludes during
scene changes blast out tunes from that
bygone decade. A sturdy, functional
set by Bill McMeekan includes an up-
per bunk bed which provides more
acting space and visual variations.

Adjustment and self-awareness are
two aspects of moving on in life. That
awareness, like Socrates says, could
mean knowing yourself and, in turn,
understanding others.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Butterflies

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) will host the
“Gardner Heist Gossips” by Charles
Vincent Sabba – fine artist and police
officer on Saturday, March 15.

If you have not heard about the
Gardner Heist, or if you thought you
knew all there was to know about it,
attend the presentation and discover
that you really did not know very
much at all about it until now.

For the last 20 years, Charles Sabba
has divided his life between being a
career law enforcement officer and
an artist. As an artist he got particu-
larly involved in conducting visual
investigations into the underworld of
art and art crimes. While conducting
these visual art theft investigations,
Mr. Sabba has traveled to Boston,
London, Amsterdam, Rome and be-
yond to meet with both notorious art
thieves and world renowned art theft
investigators who posed for him to
paint their portraits.

Mr. Sabba has paid particular at-
tention to the infamous Isabella

Stewart Gardner Museum heist over
the last 23 years and has befriended
both the major suspects and investi-
gators involved in the case. In this
artist discussion Mr. Sabba will shed
light on this on going mystery of a
robbery that resulted in the loss of
over $500 million dollars in master-
pieces including works by Vermeer,
Rembrandt, Manet and Degas.

This presentation will take place
from 1 – 4 p.m. at the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The Community Room is
handicapped-accessible and the pre-
sentation is open to the public. The
presentation is free for WAA mem-
bers. A $10 donation at the door is
requested from each non-member.

For additional information, visit
Charles Sabba’s website at
www.yourbrushwiththelaw.com and
the WAA website at
www.westfieldartassociation.org.
Note that this presentation is on Sat-
urday, not on Sunday.

MUSEUM HEIST...On Saturday, March 15, the Westfield Art Association will
host the “Gardner Heist Gossips” by Charles Vincent Sabba, above, a fine artist
and police officer.

Art Experiences Offered at
NJWA Summer Workshop

WESTFIELD – Whether the young
artist is inspired by the great masters,
the world around him or by his own
imagination, there is an appropriate art
course offered at the 2014 NJWA Sum-
mer Workshop to enhance that creativ-
ity.

Students who are in the “Young Ex-
plorers Workshop,” for those entering
junior kindergarten or kindergarten in
the fall, and those who are enrolled in
the “First Grade Adventurers,” will be
exposed to a wide variety of age-appro-
priate arts and crafts.

Students in grades 2 to 8 have a
choice of specific courses in the art
department. “Art Moves You” will use
unique 2D and 3D materials to create
artwork that reflects the movement of
the artist. In “Edible Art,” food pro-
vides a distinctive artistic medium to
create distinguishing sculptures.
“Sculpting in Clay” is a hands-on ex-
ploration into the world of clay as a
kinetic sculpture from initial design to
glazing.

“Global Art” allows students to travel
around the world as they explore art
from various places and time periods,
while “Weird Art New Jersey” will
concentrate on the unusual marvels
that exist across the state. “Mix It Up”
is a multi-media course that will focus
on the collage process as participants
incorporate a variety of traditional and
unusual materials into their personal
artwork.

Budding artists can also experience
“Art of the Past,” where they will ex-
plore materials, techniques and styles
from the most significant periods in the
history of art. “Art of the Future” is a
multi-media examination of unusual
and edgy concepts used by contempo-
rary artists.

The art curriculum was designed by
NJWA Summer Workshop Art Direc-
tor Shawn McCabe, who holds a BA
degree in Art History and Studio Art
from Gettysburg College and a Mas-
ters in Art Education and Fine Arts
Certification from Kean University.
During the school year, Mr. McCabe is
an art teacher at Woodcliff Lake Middle
School.

In addition to the art curriculum, the
Workshop offers classes in science,
robotics, LEGO Education, language
arts, dance and music. The three week
program will be held at Roosevelt In-
termediate School, 301 Clark Street,
Westfield, from Monday, July 7, to
Friday, July 25, from 8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. An optional early morning
drop-off is available, as well as a full
day of programming in conjunction
with the Westfield YMCA.

Courses at the Workshop are taught
by degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and profes-
sional artists A registered nurse is also
on staff during the regular workshop
hours.

To view, download or print the 2014
NJWA Summer Workshop brochure
and application, visit us on-line at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
Completed applications should be
mailed or delivered to the address indi-
cated on the form.

The NJWA Summer Workshop is a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501 (c) 3 non- profit
organization. For additional informa-
tion about the summer program, please
call (908) 518-1551, e-mail
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.comor
visit the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts studios at 150-152 E. Broad Street,
Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
STRUMMING HIS TUNE…In the
Westfield Community Players’ pro-
duction of Butterflies are Free, Don
(Ross Pohling) plays his composition
for next door neighbor and new-found
love interest Jill (Sherilyn Morse). The
comic romance opened last weekend
and runs weekends through March.

ART WORKSHOP...Above is an example of the art work produced at the
previous year’s New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Summer Workshop. The 2014
program will be held this July at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield.

Celebration Singers to Host
75th Anniversary Gala

KENILWORTH — The Celebra-
tion Singers will celebrate a rich his-
tory of 75 years of entertaining the
community with a 75th Anniversary
Gala on Friday, March 21, at the Gal-
loping Hills Golf Club, 3 Golf Drive,
Kenilworth. This black tie optional
anniversary gala will feature a cocktail
hour beginning at 7 p.m. followed by
dinner, dancing, and a live auction.

Auction items include a golf four-
some at Galloping Hill Golf Course,
HDTV/surround sound entertainment
package sponsored by Sports Illus-
trated, a weekend sailing trip in New
Jersey, private music session with ac-
companist, James Lubrano, and an all-
inclusive Caribbean trip. There will
also be a live performance by The
Celebrations Singers honoring this mo-
mentous occasion.

The community is invited to attend
this special event in support of The
Celebration Singers. Individual tickets
are $150 and may be purchased by
visiting www.celebration-singers.org/
75thGala website or by calling 75th
Anniversary Chair Stephanie Silvestri
at (908) 241-8200.

The Celebration Singers has been a
proud member of the community for
75 years It continues to develop rela-
tionships with local businesses for the
betterment of our community. There
are several opportunities to sponsor
this event. The sponsorships range
from tickets to the gala, ad space in the
spring concert program, and even the
opportunity to arrange for a private

caroling concert from home or for an
office event.

All sponsorship levels will be rep-
resented on the evening of the event
on screen during cocktail hour and in
the dining area, as well as on the
organizations Facebook page and
website.

In addition to the annual winter
holiday and spring concerts, the Cel-
ebration Singers support the commu-
nity by volunteering its voices at nu-
merous events, including local me-
morials, hospital caroling and enter-
taining the elderly at local senior cen-
ters, to name just a few.

In honor of their 75th Anniversary,
they recently held their first annual
blood drive, where they entertained
the blood donors with small groups
performing throughout the day.

For more information on sponsor-
ships, as well as ticket information,
visit www.celebration-singers.org/
75thGala.

Funding for the Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs. For more information, please
visit our website at celebration-
singers.org, or email us at
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.

tems. They regularly play in stations
such as Grand Central, Times Square,
Rockefeller Center, Columbus Circle,
and Penn Station, hoping to reach as
many people as possible with their love
of chamber music.

The musicians spoke about this ex-
perience, as well as their backgrounds
and training in a question and answer
period following the concert. “It was a
treat to have the Washington Square
Winds at the library to help us welcome
in our new Sunday hours and great to
see such a big turnout,” commented
Dan Weiss, FML Director.

“The support of the Friends of the
Library makes it possible to bring such
a high level of quality programming to
the community,” continued Mr. Weiss.

“On behalf of the attendees, [I’d like
to thank] the quintet for a delightful

afternoon of music at the library,” said
Carol Campell, Friends of FML Presi-
dent.

“The appreciative crowd of almost
50 people were treated to a diverse
program. [and] we are lucky to enjoy
such a rich musical experience,” she
added.

For more information about Wash-
ington Square Winds and their upcom-
ing performances visit
www.washingtonsquarewinds.org.

The Friends of the Library will be
holding its annual membership drive in
April. Volunteers are urgently needed
and anyone with an interest in helping
the library is encouraged to contact
FML.

To learn about future Friends’ pro-
grams, call the library at (908) 323-
6400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Washington Square Winds

Whistle Features Complex
Musical Arrangement

WESTFIELD — Not every high
school musical can boast a 26-member
live orchestra. But that is exactly what
audiences will enjoy at Westfield High
School’s upcoming production,
Stephen Sondheim’s Anyone Can
Whistle.

The orchestra for this madcap ro-
mantic comedy includes 15 of the top
music students at the high school. The
rest are teachers in the Westfield School
District music department and profes-
sionals with backgrounds that include
Broadway and the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn.

Tickets for Anyone Can Whistle are
$12. Reserved-seating tickets are on
sale at www.showtix4u.com until 3
p.m. on show days, and also available
at the door.

Anyone Can Whistle will be per-
formed on Thursday, March 13; Fri-
day, March14; and Saturday, March
15. All shows are at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westfield High School Auditorium.

The 1964 musical is filled with show-
stopping songs and dance numbers. Its
plot centers on a small-town mayor
whose scheme to profit from a local
“miracle” is sidetracked by an idealis-
tic nurse, a charming doctor and the
residents of the town’s mental asylum,

known as “the cookies.”
Some of the show’s more famous

songs include “There Won’t Be Trum-
pets,” “Me and My Town,” “Anyone
Can Whistle” and “A Parade in Town.”

The student musicians are chosen by
recommendation from the school’s
band and orchestra teachers. They are:
Kristin Hauge (Accordion); Andrew
Zhou (Cello B); Gabby Bleich,
Caroline King, Michaela Winberg
(Cello C); Sarah Morton (Horn 2);
Alex DiFabio (Drum Set/Percussion);
Jake Barrow (Auxiliary Percussion/
Mallet Percussion); Shea Fitzpatrick
(Reed 1); Alistair Kapadia, Edwin Gee,
Matt Nuzzo (Reed 5); Sam Krause
(Trombone 2/Tuba); David Gruskin
and Dale Beyert (Trumpet 3). Adult
musicians are Bill Thoman (Bass);
Patty Gonsky (Cello A); Brent Geyer
(Cello B); Leah Jones (Horn 1); Nancy
Vanderslice (Reed 2); John DiSanto
(Reed 3); Ryan Wiemken (Reed 4);
Gerry Wells (Trombone 1); George
Nimmo (Trumpet 1); and Dave
DeRienzo (Trumpet 2).

In honor of the “cookies” that ap-
pear in the show, at each performance
one lucky audience member will win
a free tray of cookies, courtesy of
Bovella’s Bakery in Westfield.

IN REHEARSAL...The orchestra for Westfield High School’s Anyone Can
Whistle rehearses with Musical Director John Brzozowski. Anyone Can Whistle
will be performed on Thursday, March 13; Friday, March 14; and Saturday,
March 15. All shows are at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High School Auditorium.

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Non-Stop” — In the Jet Scream
2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Just in case coffee, assorted world cri-
ses and the increasingly callous behavior of
obnoxious fellow motorists are not making
you nervous enough, director Jaume Collet-
Sera has concocted “Non-Stop.” Fraught
with tension and some of your worst appre-
hensions realized, it offers folks an enter-
taining rationale not to relinquish their fear
of flying.

Starring at the center of this taut high
wire act, Liam Neeson is Bill Marks, a
beleaguered air marshal whose personal
baggage has been weighing him down of
late. So when an extortion scheme at 30,000
feet makes for lots of emotional turbulence,
his ability to handle matters becomes ques-
tionable. The usual cast of sundry disaster
participants are aboard to judge, aid, abet,
rile and generally freak out when push
comes to shove.

But gosh, we sure hope Julianne Moore’s
Jen Summers, a seemingly sweet gal, has
nothing to do with the text Marks receives
shortly after takeoff. Come up with $150 M
to be deposited in an offshore account or
someone will be killed every twenty min-
utes. I mean, she practically begged for the
window seat right next to our troubled
lawman.

But then there’s also the abrasive N.Y.
cop, a couple-three nerds, the doctor in
Arab garb, a computer guru, and just about
every clichéd passenger who’s been travel-
ing this timeworn route since even before
the first Orient Express chugged out of
Constantinople.

Of course, lest the routine executions
don’t adequately drive home the
perpetrator’s resolve, there’s also a
Damocles sword in the form of the ticking
bomb that’s discovered in a briefcase. Oh
my…what’s an alcoholic, divorced and
forlorn peace officer to do?

Well, he anguishes a lot, and quite con-
vincingly, too, though he’s never really Bill
Marks, but rather Liam Neeson demon-
strating how a seasoned pro can rise above
even the most convoluted and stereotypical
scenarios and win our empathy in the bar-
gain. Gee…it better not be him that’s be-
hind it all. Well, that’s what the authorities
back on terra firma soon surmise…which,
predictably enough, is why they won’t help
him.

Alas, as deserted as Gary Cooper in
“High Noon” (1952), whatever heroic in-
stincts we hope might lie beneath his per-
vading self-doubt must come to the fore or
surely it’s oxygen masks, horrific plum-
meting, ghastly screaming and well, you
know.

Director Collet-Sera tightens the knot of
suspense until we can practically hear the
rope fibers crackling. Mr. Neeson reflects
the impending calamity via a spectrum of

worry wrinkles and grimaces usually re-
served for shocked parents of teenagers
whilst bleating, “You did what?!”

Various cinematic ploys up the nerve-
wracking ante by reminding that the cast
and we vicariously involved spectators are
defying gravity in what is essentially a large
sardine can.

Adding a skosh of quirkiness, suspicion,
encouragement and attractive window
dressing, Julianne Moore’s Jen Summers is
that lady with an uncertain past, intrigu-
ingly philosophical by virtue of those bumps
and bruises we speculate she’s endured.
Worth noting, Ms. Moore has gracefully
managed to remain a formidable siren to
her aging peer group while successfully
transitioning to character roles that nicely
illustrate her range.

Now, about the game that is afoot. While
such suspense yarns aren’t my favorite cup
of adrenalin, “Non-Stop” is a relatively
durable example of the genre. However,
please know that, because I rarely guess
whatever it is you’re supposed to guess, and
can’t fathom ever penning a sleuther my-
self, I tend to be impressed with the crafti-
ness of the better thrill purveyors. Do they
write the ending first?

In any case, one caveat I insist on when
judging the pedigree of such fare must
satisfy what I’ve termed Goldberger’s
Hansel and Gretel Barometer of Cliffhanger
Evaluation. In essence, has the screenwriter
scattered enough plot crumbs so that those
so inclined can solve the mystery? Even
“The Usual Suspects” (1995), the iconic
granddaddy of modern puzzlers, supplies a
proper smattering of clues…although I had
about as much luck spotting them as I did
passing organic chemistry. Here, “Non-
Stop” is disingenuous.

Unless you consider shady behavior hint
enough, which would mean almost every-
one in politics and law would ostensibly be
a suspect, as well as make for a rather
overbooked flight, this picture fails the
Hansel and Gretel. The climax appears as if
it were hurried in from left field and plopped
in place the last minute.

Still, our better instincts make us fans of
redemption. So while the movie does af-
ford one the opportunity of calling out the
culprit’s identity with the conceited joy of
a “Jeopardy” viewer, there are finer notions
neatly enmeshed within the albeit imper-
fect fabric of the highly pressurized screen-
play. Thus, even filmgoers with an express
interest in “Non-Stop’s” action are bound
to make a sympathetic connection with its
put-upon protagonist.

…
“Non-Stop,” rated PG-13, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Jaume Collet-
Sera and stars Liam Neeson, Julianne Moore
and Michelle Dockery. Running time: 106
minutes

YOUNG ARTISTS …Jessica Gural of Milltown, Emily Wexler of Scotch Plains,
Karolyn Gonzalez of Plainfield and Ayan Ahmed of Scotch Plains, students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, join Upper School art instructor Gale
Goldman at the reception at 35th annual duCret School of Art High School
Competition in Plainfield on February 28.
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532 Colonial Avenue, Westfield Just Reduced $999,000
Charm radiates throughout this sunny five bedroom, three bathroom Colonial in the heart of the highly desirable
Gardens section of Westfield. This home boasts a large welcoming foyer which flows into a spacious, formal
dining room perfect for entertaining. An eat in kitchen, a cozy living room with a wood burning fireplace and a
lovely three season porch complete the first level of living space.  The spacious second level has four bedrooms
and two full baths. Finally, the newly renovated third-floor offers a fifth bedroom with exposed brick, an inviting
bonus guest room and a stunning Jack & Jill bathroom. Situated on one of Westfield's premier streets, this home
is just minutes from Westfield's excellent schools, award-winning Downtown, beautiful parks and NYC transpor-
tation. Don't miss the opportunity to make this your dream home!

Westfield $1,125,000
Welcome to this beautiful colonial expanded and remodeled in 2006. Charming front porch 
invites you to a gourmet kitchen with Subzero and Wolf appliances, built in wine refrigerator 
and two dishwashers. Hardwood floors throughout. First level offers living room with wood 
burning fireplace, family room off kitchen, dining room, powder room, laundry room and 
mud room with built-in’s. Second floor features four spacious bedrooms on one level. Third 
floor offers fifth bedroom option with two additional rooms. Master bedroom boasts high 
ceilings, WIC, plus jacuzzi tub in master bath. Newer roof, furnaces, Marvin windows, 2 zone 
CAC and heat plus finished Rec room with high ceilings. Covered deck overlooks an expansive 
fenced yard. Exquisite home in a great neighborhood!

Make the Smart Move with DavidRealtyGroup.com

DavidRealtyGroup.com • Residential Brokerage • (908) 264-8843
Contact(908)264-8843 or info@davidrealtygroup.com

Lorena Barbosa

Westfield $549,000
Great colonial in mint condition. Updates include completely redone kitchen with new 
stainless steel appliances and granite counters, kitchen tile floor and new furnace 2012. 
Gleaming hardwood floors in living room/dining room and a powder room complete the first 
floor. Second floor offers 3 bedrooms with a private bath in master bedroom plus additional 
hall bath. Finished recreation room. This home is truly move in ready!

David Barbosa

©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa

Freedom Explored in Westfield
Community Players’ Show

Tickets on Sale for
SPFHS’ How to Succeed

SCOTCH PLAINS – Less than two
weeks before opening night, the cast
and crew of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Repertory Theatre’s How
to Succeed at Business Without Really
Trying are working hard putting in long
hours of rehearsing their lines and sing-
ing and dancing on the stage. Perfor-
mances will be held on March 14, 15,
21 and 22, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March 16,
at 2 p.m. and Thursday, March 20, at 7
p.m.

How to Succeed tells the story of J.
Pierrepont Finch, a young, ambitious
window washer, who uses a little book
called “How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying” to rapidly
climb the corporate ladder in 1961
New York City.

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
Repertory Theatre proudly presents this
smart, zany musical, which features a
musical score by Guys and Dolls com-
poser Frank Loesser, that satirizes the
corporate world of yesterday and to-
day, with a touch of romance and lots of
laughs along the way.

Tickets are $17 for adults; $14 for
students/seniors (age 60 and up). To
purchase tickets visit
spfhsreptix.brownpapertickets.com.
Seniors with “Gold Cards” may use
them for the Sunday matinee and Thurs-
day night performance. Contact
Kathleen Sheehy at (908) 342-0856 to
reserve a Gold ticket.

Water Color Club
Announces Show

MORRISTOWN — The Essex Wa-
ter Color Club announced its 2014
Spring Members Show at Morristown
Community Theatre Art Upstairs Gal-
lery. The reception will be hold on
Sunday, April 27, between the hours
of 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. The show will run
from Tuesday, April 15, to Tuesday,
June 3.

The Morristown Community The-
atre is located 100 South Street,
Morristown. For further information,
contact John Wolff, (973) 994-1597
or visit www.ewcclub.com.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The desire for independence is pretty
universal. That longing for it is front
and center in the Westfield Community
Players’ latest production, Butterflies
are Free. The comedic romance, writ-
ten by Leonard Gershe and directed by
Wanda S. Maragni, gives the audience
a heartwarming glimpse of what free-
dom means to one man in particular,
but what it could mean philosophically
to all.

Don Baker (Ross Pohling), blind
since birth, longs to live on his own. He
grew up in an upper middle class house-
hold in Scarsdale and was schooled

privately his whole life. With the assis-
tance of his first real girlfriend, Linda,
who gave him a sense of self-confi-
dence, young adult Don moves into an
apartment in Greenwich Village to live
on his own.

This independence does not sit well
with his control-freak widowed mother
Florence (Jean Kuras), who has agreed
to support Don’s new living arrange-
ment on a two-month trial basis. One
month into the deal, Linda marries
someone else. A new neighbor, free
spirited 19-year old Jill Tanner (Sherilyn
Morse), forges an instant connection
between them. Don and Jill decide not
only to unlock the adjoining door that

can open their two apartments into one,
but have sex on the very day they meet.

Okay, it is the seventies, just after the
famous summer of ’69 and the free
love that accompanied it, so it is not as
farfetched as it sounds. It was a time of
false eyelashes, love beads, fake hair-
pieces, go-go boots and words like
“groovy” and “swinger.”

But the play is not about a blind
young man finding free love. It is about
cutting apron strings which may be
difficult for some children. It may be
even tougher on a mother and in this
case, that is the hardship that Florence
bears. She does not wait the agreed
upon two months before checking on
her “Donny” as she calls him.

Butterflies is a story about constraints
– physical and emotional – that are
relaxed for all three main characters
through eventual communication and
self-understanding. As the frothy play
unfolds, backstories of each character
are revealed as to the motivation of
their actions. That is what saves the
play from being a shallow, stereotypic
work.

A four-character two-act show,
Bobby Marusiefski playing a walk-on
role of Ralph Austin, displays just the
right amount of braggadocio and swag-
ger as the hippie director. Ms. Morse’s
characterization of Jill is physically
relaxed and exudes the physical free-
dom on stage that is needed to make the
role credible.

Playing a blind man, Mr. Pohling
portrays remarkable understanding and
sensitivity. One might feel his charac-
ter spends too much time yelling
onstage, but that might be the frustra-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHARING A VISION OF NUMBER ONE…Ralph (Bobby Marusiefski) ex-
plains his plans for a new play to Mrs. Baker (Jean Kuras), her son Don (Ross
Pohling) and Jill (Sherilyn Morse) in Butterflies are Free. The Westfield Commu-
nity Players’ production, directed by Wanda S. Maragni and produced by Garry
Tamburro, is set in the 1970s. CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUSIC TO THE MASSES…Washington Square Winds, a New York-based
woodwind quintet dedicated to performing exceptional chamber music perform
at the Fanwood Memorial Library on March 9.

FW Memorial Library Hosts
Washington Square Winds

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The walls of Fan-
wood Memorial Library echoed with
the sound of chamber music on March
9, when Washington Square Winds, a
New York–based quintet of woodwind
musicians performed a free concert in
the library’s adult reading room.

Titled “Music from Many Nations,”
the performance featured the works of
composers from France, Russia, En-
gland and the United States.

Some of the selections, such as the
variety of tunes from Fiddler on the
Roof, and the “Flight of the Bumble-
bee” were familiar favorites of the au-
dience, if toe tapping and head bobbing
were any indication.

At times haunting and nostalgic, at
others, energized and upbeat, the musi-
cal selections performed by the en-
semble became a conduit through which
the audience was able to bond - not
only with each composition - but also
with its composer.

Throughout the concert, the en-
semble members - Elyssa Plotkin, on
clarinet, the founder of the ensemble;
Caryn Freitag on flute, Phil Rashkin on
oboe, Annamaria Kis-Ven, on bassoon,

and Phil Koonce on horn - demon-
strated a respect and reverence for each
composition that was exceeded only
by their passion for their music.

Individually and collectively, the tal-
ent and professionalism of these five
musicians added to what was already
an exquisite musical experience.

All five members of Washington
Square Winds are classically trained.
They have been performing together
since 2009.

One of the missions of Washington
Square Winds is to connect chamber
music from the past with that of the
present and the future. To that end, the
musicians offer diverse performances
featuring music written anywhere from
1700 to the present day.

The ensemble especially enjoys per-
forming the music of present-day com-
posers. Their original series,
“THEY’RE ALIVE!” offers new works
written exclusively by living compos-
ers.

 Recently, Washington Square Winds
was chosen to become part of “Music
Under New York,” (MUNY) a select
group of ensembles given the privilege
to perform in the city’s subway sys-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Three Westfield High School
wrestlers and three Cranford
Cougars entered the NJSIAA
State Championships at Board-
walk Hall in Atlantic City on March
7. One Cougar rolled straight to
the title bout and finished second
and two Blue Devils made deter-
mined comebacks to place in the
top-8.

Cougar junior Gavin Murray,
competing at 138-lbs, began his

quest with a 1-0 victory over
Brandon Kui (DePaul) in the pre-
quarterfinals. Murray demon-
strated the value of effective top
control when he kept Kui from
escaping in the third period.

“We had a game plan. We knew
he was good on his feet, so I
wanted to ride him hard, make
sure I kept breaking him down. I
definitely had a size advantage.
I felt a lot bigger and stronger,”
Murray explained.

Murray’s next opponent was
Joe Trovato (Paramus) and the
two were wrapped in a tight con-

test until Murray slipped in a
grapevine and clamped Trovato’s
head to record a fall in 5:08 to
advance to the semis and assure
himself of a top-8 finish.

“I know he placed in the states
the past few years. We both were
competitors and wanted to be
standing on the podium. I got it
done. I tried a sweep and I ended
up in a Peterson. I got like a front
headlock. All season we worked
for this. We had four goals on our
wall — districts, county, regions
and state place winners. The goal
was to put my name on all four
this year and I accomplished it,”
Murray said.

Murray did not finish there and
went one step better when he

claimed a 9-5 decision over
Connor Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep)
to square off with Ron Gentile
(Paulsboro) for the 138-lb cham-
pionship. Murray gave it a strong
effort, but in the end Gentile held
on for a 7-5 victory.

“The way he has been wrestling
is exactly what we preach, it’s a
six minute match anything can
happen you cannot lose your head
because you are behind. In the
quarters, he was losing by three
in the third and needed some-
thing big. Well he got it with the
takedown and back points and
then the fall. Again in the semis
he was losing but stayed positive
and kept his head and fought
back for the win. I couldn’t be
more proud of how he wrestled
and represented Cranford in that
finals match. He was constantly

grinding and pushing the action,
Gavin Murray went into that
match as an unknown but there
was quite a buzz about him fol-
lowing the tournament he had,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
said.

Blue Devils Matt Barber (145-
lbs) and Nick Velez (152-lbs)
took long journeys in their quest
for top-8 placements.

Barber’s first bout was with
Sean Glasgow (Bound Brook) that
ended in a 3-1, overtime (OT)
victory when Barber took only
three seconds to take him to the
mat.

“I smelled blood in the water
going into overtime, I saw him
come back to the center and he
put his hand on the mat. It looked
like he was about ready to pass

BLUE DEVIL VELEZ GETS 5TH, BARBER PLACES 6TH; FULLER, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO STOPPED

Cougar Murray Places Second, at NJSIAA Mat Tournament

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

Blue Devil Matt Barber 145-lbs

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs
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out, so I got in on the attack. It
was really easy,” Barber said.

Glasgow appeared to get a little
woozy early in the bout after
colliding with Barber near the
end of the mat.

“I think we bumped our heads
or something and he came up a
little dazed,” Barber said.

In the pre-quarterfinals, after a
scoreless first period, Barber’s
opponent, Matt Zovistoski (St.
Joseph Montvale) scored the first
point with an escape in the sec-
ond period. Barber escaped in
the third, sending the bout into
OT again. With nobody getting a
takedown and each scoring an
escape in their respective 30-
second periods, Zovistoski chose
the down position in the ultimate
tiebreaker and escaped to sal-
vage the 3-2 victory.

The loss only seemed to fuel
Barber’s fire as he reeled off a
series of victories. After receiv-
ing a forfeit over Jarred Hodges
(St. Augustine) in the first
wrestleback, Barber topped Jor-
dan Velez (West Orange), 3-2,
then Carl Buttitta (JF. Kennedy-

Iselin), 5-3. In the fourth round,
Barber nipped Collin Boylan
(Hunterdon Central), 3-2.

Velez, who received a first round
bye by virtue of defeating Inan
Sikel (South Plainfield), 3-2, for
the Region 3 title, dropped a 14-
5 decision to Jack Clark (St. Au-
gustine) in the pre-quarterfinals.

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

But he rebounded big time to pin
Patrick Swenson (Cherry Hill East)
in 3:30.

“I was tough on top, got a bar
and ran the [heck] out of it,”
explained Velez.

Then after struggling but suc-
ceeding to get his first takedown,
he added another single-leg trip

losses in the pre-quarterfinal
round. It’s not often that you see
wrestlers bounce back and battle
their way through the consola-
tion bracket to make it onto the
podium. The fact that both boys
were able to do so, speaks vol-
umes of their focus and perse-
verance. As soon as they lost on
Friday night, we spoke about
regrouping and taking it one
match at a time. They stuck with
the game plan and each went 4-
0 against phenomenal competi-
tion on Saturday. Those two per-
formances have to be the gutsi-
est efforts I’ve seen and I could
not be more proud of them,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Cougar Niko Cappello pulled off
a slick four-point move in his
opening 160-lb bout with Kyle
McIntyre of Lenape and went on
to earn a 4-1 decision.

“I got the single [leg takedown]
from a baseball bat [position
style] and saw him tuck his head
down. I was screaming to myself
saying, ‘don’t go for the head’.
You lose so many singles from

takedown in the second period
and an escape in the third to
claim a 5-2 victory over Tyler
Kallensee (River Dell), who did
attempt to turn Velez in the third
period with his leg control ma-
neuvers.

“My first takedown in this match
was a single trip too,” said Velez,
who added,” I knew for him to
beat me, he had to get some big
points. I saw that coming, so I
wasn’t going to try anything stu-
pid. I worked way too hard for
this. I am going to work harder
the more I wrestle.”

Velez had a rematch with Sikel
in the third round wrestleback
and came up with another 3-2
victory. Next, he grabbed a 7-3
decision over Kyle Wojtaszek
(Brick Twp.).

Barber and Velez lost their con-
solation semifinal bouts but Velez
then defeated Michael Ciavarro
(North Hunterdon), 3-2, to cap-
ture fifth place and Barber lost a
tough, 6-4, decision to Zach
Wilhelm (Southern Reg.) to get
sixth place.

“Both Matt and Nick had tough

Blue Devil Nick Velez 152-lbs Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni 113-lbs
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that. But I thought I have to do
something big. I went for the
head and wrapped up that cradle.
I was trying to get the fall, but his
hands kept blocking my knees,”
Cappello explained.

McIntyre, however, was pretty
crafty as a leg control wrestler
and constantly kept trying to

catch Cappello in nearfalls dur-
ing the third period but to no
avail.

“I knew he was coming with the
legs, so every time I tried to bait
him and stuck my leg out so he
would go for it. Then I would
underhook his leg and was trying
to stick my head under, so I CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

could slip out the back. But he
had my other leg, so I couldn’t do
much from that. It ended up
being a stalemate a couple of
times,” Cappello said.

His first bout in front of a crowd
of over 9,212 people did not
seem to faze him like it has to so
many wrestlers competing in AC
for the first time.

“In my mind, the bigger the
better. I like big places. The
smaller places get me,” Cappello
said.

After dropping a 3-1, two over-
time bout to Jordan Pagano
(Bergen Catholic) in the pre-
quarterfinals, Cappello
decisioned Tom Nolan (Highland
Regional), 9-2, then lost, 3-0, to
Tim Liquori (Jackson Liberty) in
the second round wrestleback.

Cougar freshman Tom
DiGiovanni recorded a pair of
takedowns and two escapes to
defeat Evan Drill (Somerville),
6-2, then after losing via major
decision to Kareem Askew

goals and exceeded others,
Cranford wrestling is still up and
coming but we are no longer
under the radar, there was a
large following of parents, fam-
ily, friends and alumni cheering
our three wrestlers on. It was

(Clifton) in the pre-quarterfinals,
he lost, 5-4, to Dan Kee (Lake-
land).

“The goals I outlined earlier in
the year were to be successful
we need to win the district team
title put ten kids to the region
and put kids on the podium. I am
happy to say we reached those

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devil John Fuller 113-lbs Cougar Tom DiGiovanni 113-lbs

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs
Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs
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great to see the others win their
first matches it’s big for next
year,” Coach Gorman said.

Blue Devil junior John Fuller’s
first bout at 113-lbs will be one
that will linger in his mind for
quite some time. Fuller and Kyle
DiNapoli (Voorhees) went to
overtime with the bout tied, 1-1,

after a scoreless standing pe-
riod, both competitors escaped
in their respective 30 second
down periods to force a 30-sec-
ond tiebreaker. DiNapoli chose
down and Fuller was successfully
controlling him and neared vic-
tory. After Fuller heard a whistle,
he stood up believing that he had

won. Unfortunately, there was
:08 remaining and the ref
awarded DiNapoli a point and the
victory. Fuller then lost his
wrestleback.

“That was the whistle from the
next mat over. He stopped wres-
tling. He thought it was over,”
said Coach Kurz who added, “He
could have been more offensive.
You get down here, you only get
so many winnable matches. You
got to take advantage of them.”

Brearley’s Joe Balboni finished
second at 182-lbs after dropping
a 6-4 overtime decision to de-
fending champion John Sebastian
(Bergen Catholic). Roselle Park’s
Phil Woods placed third at 182-
lbs with a 4-3 decision over Sam
Button (West Morris-Mendham).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS
126: Craig de la Cruz  (Bound Brk) d.
Kyle Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco), 3-2, tb.
132: Anthony Giraldo (No. Bergen) d.
Mike Magaldo (Watchung Hills), 3-1.
138: Ronnie Gentile (Paulsboro) d.
Gavin Murray (Cranford), 7-5.
145: David McFadden (DePaul) d. Ryan
Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep), 4-3.
152: Jack Clark (St. Augustine) d. Gary
Dinmore (Hunterdon Cent), 3-1, OT.

160: Jonathan Schleifer (E Brunswick)
d. Josh Ugalde (Bound Brk), 6-5.
170: Dillon Artigliere (Roxbury) d. Luke
Farinaro (Don Bosco), 3-1.
182: Johnny Sebastian (Bergen Cath)
d. Joe Balboni (Brearley), 6-4, OT.
195: Anthony Cassar (Montgomery) d.
Ralph Normandia (Franklin), 4-1, 2tb.
220: Bryan Dobzanski (Delsea) d. Zack
Chakonis (Don Bosco), 3-1, tb.

285: Andrew Stevens (Camden) d. Tyler
Gildner (Robbinsville), 3-0.
106: Ty Agaisse (Delbarton) d. Brandon
Paetzell (Phillipsburg), 1-0.
113: Nick Suriano (Bergen Cath) d.
Patrick D’Arcy (Holy Spirit), 7-0.
120: Anthony Cefalo (Hanover Pk) d.
Michael Russo (St. Pete Prep), 5-1.
Outstanding Wrestler: Sebastian

Blue Devil Nick Velez 152-lbs Blue Devil Matt Barber 145-lbs

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs Blue Devil John Fuller 113-lbs



LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, March 13, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

James Wozniak Sworn In
As Cranford Chief of Police

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Captain James
Wozniak was advanced to the
position of police chief with the
oath of office administered by
Municipal Court Judge Mark
Cassidy during the Cranford
Township Committee meeting
Tuesday night.

Supported by a packed Town
Hall of family, friends and col-
leagues, Chief Wozniak said, “The
real reason why I stand here
tonight is in a word — commu-
nity.”

He quoted Albert Einstein in his

speech, saying, “Try not to be-
come a man of success, but rather
try to become a man of value.”

Chief Wozniak has served on
the Cranford Police Department
for 25 years and is a lifelong
resident of Cranford. His uncle
was a captain on the Cranford
police force. He becomes the
10th police chief in the 143
years that Cranford has had a
police department. He noted the
irony of that by holding up his
football team jersey with the
number 10 when he played for
the Cranford High School foot-
ball team.

The ceremony included an in-

vocation by the Reverend John
McGovern, a flag salute led by
the police and fire honorary color
guard, the National Anthem sung
by high-school student Michael
Nigro, remarks by Mayor Andis
Kalnins, a policeman’s prayer by
youth Chris Scorese and “God
Bless America” sung by Patrol
Officer Kelly Rieder.

“James Wozniak has been and
will be dedicated to the Township
of Cranford and our children,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Following the oath of office and
a short break, Mayor Kalnins an-
nounced March 9 through March

Garwood Municipal Budget
To Increase $154,433

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Garwood
homeowners would see their
property tax increase by about
$44 under the budget put forth
by the borough council’s finance
committee, a hike Chairwoman
Sara Todisco says is the smallest
in 12 years.

The figure is 1.21 percent more
than 2013 for a home assessed
at $100,000 value and is the
result of a $7.6-million budget
that was unveiled March 6 at a
special meeting of the council.
The budget is $154,433 more
than a year ago.

Among the biggest increases in
the 55-page document were
about $37,000 for a total of
$535,366 for the Raritan Valley
Sewerage Authority, $55,000 for
various contractual obligations
and $25,000 in additional em-
ployee health care costs.

It also included an additional
$46,000 for the implementation
of affordable housing plans and
redevelopment “reflected in stud-
ies and plans shown on the plan-
ning board budget,” Ms. Todisco
said, as well as the hiring of a
16th police officer to begin work
mid-year.

“Some increases in this budget
reflect the need and desire of the
council to make additions, or
changes, to improve Garwood,”
she said.

The hiring of the additional police
officer, Ms. Todisco said, will be
especially helpful when the
Westfield senior housing building
is completed at the site of the old
St. Anne’s School on Second Av-
enue. It will also be beneficial when
hoped-for redevelopment occurs
at the abandoned industrial prop-
erties of the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue and the
Casale Industries sheet metal fac-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP THE RANKS…James Wozniak is sworn in as chief of police at the Cranford Township Committee meeting
on Tuesday night, as his family looks on. Chief Wozniak has served on the Cranford police force for 25 years.

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET QUESTIONS...Garwood Auditor Warren Korecky and CFO/Trea-
surer Sandy Bruns answer questions from Garwood Borough Council members
regarding the 2014 budget during the meeting on March 6.

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE
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16 as Girl Scout Week, giving a
resolution to Kristen and Desiree
Santos.

“There are more than 1,000
Girl Scouts in Cranford. Maybe
one of them will be the next
chief of police,” said Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola in his
commissioner remarks.

Commissioner D’Ambola also
announced that 20 tons of as-
phalt has been used to fill pot-
holes in the township. He told
residents to go online to
SeeClickFix.com to report any
potholes or other areas of disre-
pair.

Roadway reconstruction will
begin once the weather turns
warmer. Herning Avenue is one
of the roadways slated for re-
surfacing, Mr. D’Ambola said.

 Residents of Colby Lane are
banding together to oppose the

athletic field proposed by Union
County College (UCC), resident
Barbara Krause said during the
conference portion of the meet-
ing.

The township committee had
discussed proposing a resolu-
tion that would have the town-
ship oppose the athletic field
UCC has plans to build in what is
now a 4.2-acre wooded area
along Gallows Hill Road, during
the workshop meeting Monday.

Union County’s proposed bud-
get included a $3-million in-
crease in debt service due to
improvements of the Cranford
campus of UCC, Mrs. Krause said.
“We are paying for it — no doubt,”
Mrs. Krause said. An electronic
copy of the proposed plans can
be downloaded at goleader.com/
cranford.

Resident Leo McMahon asked

tory on South Avenue.
The tax increase is less than

half of last year’s $95 per home
assessed at $100,000. It also is
less than a third of the initial tax
impact of $156 formulated by
the committee, comprised of Ms.
Todisco, Louis Petruzzelli and
Mike Martin. Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns,
auditor Warren Korecky and Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
provide input.

Some of the biggest offsets in
the budget were about $41,000
in lower payments to the police
pension fund, set by the state,
and $14,000 in lower utility costs,
a savings Mr. Petruzzelli attrib-
uted to retrofitting the borough
with energy-efficient lighting.

The borough has seen a tax
increase every year since 2001,
Ms. Bruns said, and although the
smallest increase in 12 years
was welcome by most, Council-
man Jim Mathieu sounded less
than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of
neighbor, a second generation
Garwood resident, who lost his
job and was forced to sell his
home on which he paid $9,300 in
property taxes. His home has
dropped in asking price from “the
3’s” to at last look, $279,000.
The neighbor’s broker has told
the seller that the home’s prop-
erty taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to
see people chased out. So for-
give me if I don’t break out into
the congratulations.”
The budget includes a 1.75 per-
cent raise for all of the borough’s
non-union employees. Ms.
Todisco asked for the council’s
input on the raise, as she did on
increasing the volunteer
firefighters’ and ambulance per-
sonnel Length of Service Award
Program (LOSAP) payments.

The LOSAP payments have not

increased since the program was
enacted in 2000, and the com-
mittee recommended the maxi-
mum hike of about $450, or 38
percent, to $1,589 per person
who qualifies.

The recommendation added
about $20,000 to the LOSAP pro-
gram to bring it to more than
$48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism re-
garding employee salaries. Coun-
cil President Ann Palmer said she
would support an across-the-
board 1.75 increase. However,
Mr. Mathieu suggested parsing
individual employee compensa-
tion and suggested that if an
employee received a raise in the
past year or two, than he or she
should forego one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“I’m torn, because I support it. In
concept I support it. But I know
that, unfortunately, in this
economy, until the banks open
up their pockets, no one’s get-
ting raises. I know (JP Morgan
Chase Chief Executive Officer)
Jamie Dimon got a big raise. But
no one else is getting them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by say-
ing he probably will end up vot-
ing for the across-the-board pay
increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Gov-
ernment Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5
percent or the state-determined
cost of living allowance (or COLA),
whichever is lower. The COLA for
this year is .5 percent.

Since the budget increase of
1.21 percent exceeds the COLA,
the cap law only permits the
council to exceed the limits by
passing an ordinance. The cap
law allows the ordinance to per-
mit a 3.5 percent spending in-
crease. That means the council

would spend 1.21 percent of a
3.5 percent increase, leaving
2.29 percent in a “cap bank” that
can be factored into the budget
over the next two years.

The concept of the cap bank
drew an immediate objection
from Mr. Mathieu, who asked if
the spending increase could be
limited to the 1.21 percent. Mr.
Korecky said he did not know but
would check.

Despite the objection, other
members of the council voiced
support, with Ms. Palmer saying
that since there was no intention
to exceed the 1.21 percent, she
had no problem with it. The coun-
cil voted 5-1, with Mr. Mathieu
the lone dissenter, to introduce
the measure.

The budget will be formally in-
troduced at the semi-monthly
regular meeting on March 25
with a vote possible no sooner
than 28 days later.

Garwood Municipal Budget to Increase $154,433

how much is being paid in legal
fees for lawsuits filed with the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA).

“We are completely in the dark,”
Mayor Kalnins said. He said he
reached out to Mark Dugan, the
RVSA representative for
Cranford, and Mr. Dugan told
him he could not share much
information because of “legal
strategies.”

Mayor Kalnins said he would
have Mr. Dugan provide an up-
date at a meeting after the town-
ship budget process is finalized.

RVSA is in the midst of various
lawsuits.

Mr. McMahon also questioned
the movement of township capi-
tal reserves for tax rebates. “The
amount that was returned needs
to be used for debt service,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

James Wozniak Sworn in as Cranford Chief of Police

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed proposing
a resolution that would have the
township oppose the athletic field
Union County College (UCC) has
plans to build in what is now a
4.2-acre wooded area along Gal-
lows Hill Road, during the
committee’s workshop meeting
Monday.

“It is a forest. It is acres of
trees. It is horrible to look at this
and say they are going to take
them all down,” Township Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola said the college
should be looking at other areas
within the county to build the
athletic field. The township is
concerned that the cutting down

of 4.2 acres of trees would im-
pact flooding in the area.

Mr. D’Ambola also said the col-
lege is planning to construct an-
other building on the college
property.

 Cranford Township has no ju-
risdiction over what the college
builds on its property because it
is a public institution, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“We have provided comments
to them, bringing up flood, waste
water, runoff,” Mayor Kalnins
said. Colby Lane is less than a
hundred feet from the tract of
land, he said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. had sent a letter to
UCC last month requesting a tree
replacement ratio of three to one,
a buffer of evergreens along the
residential area of Colby Lane, a

CF Considers  Opposing
UCC Athletic Field

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NATIONAL ANTHEM…Michael Nigro sings the National Anthem at the
Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday night.

noise study and noise mitigation
study be conducted, and a swale
to collect runoff.

“We shouldn’t go through this
without trying to modify this,”
resident Frank Krause said.

Mr. Krause also noted that an
environmental science professor
had at one time declared about
six acres to be a natural wetlands
area, and suggested the com-
mittee look into this.

The committee heard prelimi-
nary budget proposals from build-
ing, zoning and planning, parks
and recreation and the tax as-
sessor departments.

Construction Official Richard
Belluscio said he was presenting
two budgets for the building de-
partment, one that was flat and
one with a 2-percent increase for
salaries and wages for depart-
ment heads, including himself.

“I am anticipating over a mil-
lion dollars in revenue,” Mr.
Belluscio said.

“All of our vehicles are over
100,000 miles,” he said. He had
approval last year from the ad-
ministrator to lease a vehicle.

“We have had so many prob-
lems with our vehicles,” he said.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
discussed the zoning board and
planning board budgets. “I tried
to keep everything flat,” he said.

Zoning Board Attorney David
Weeks’ salary and where the line
item fits in the zoning board bud-
get is still up for discussion, he
said.

There also was money bud-
geted in the planning board bud-
get for the new master plan that
is being worked on.

A 2-percent salary increase was
proposed for the Parks and Rec-
reation Department, as presented
by Steve Robertazzi, parks and
recreation director. He also bud-
geted $5,000 for a 50th Anniver-
sary celebration. Operating ex-
penses stayed the same, he said.

The tax assessor’s budget in-
cluded a line item for payment of

the office assistant’s college
courses as she works her way to
be certified, with the idea that
she could one day take over as
tax assessor, Township Tax As-
sessor Peter Barnett said.

Last year the department had a
20-percent increase in posting and
printing costs and it had been
accounted for in this year’s bud-
get. “Rates are going up,” he said.

Mr. Krause also commented
that he thought the plans for the
entrance and exit of the Two
River Bank being built on the
corner of North Avenue and Lin-
coln Avenue is a safety concern.
He thought the setbacks need to
be further back and that the en-
trance and exit should be re-
versed from what is planned.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor

said the street parking along Lin-
coln Park East near the Mill is a
public safety issue. “The parking
along that curb is so bad. It
narrows the street so bad,” she
said. She had spoken to some
residents there who have said
they believe it is a safety concern
and also affects their ability to
enjoy their yards.

The bids for the North Side train
station project are expected to be
received by Thursday, April 3,
Township Engineer Marsden said.

The de-snagging and de-silting
of the Rahway River in the town-
ship has begun, Mr. Marsden said.
He also said repair work on the
High Street Tunnel is expected to
begin by the middle of next week.
“Hopefully, it is a five-day job,”
Mr. Marsden said.

Cranford Historical Society
To Celebrate Quilts Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present
“American Quilts and Their His-
tory” with Gail Small this Sun-
day, March 16, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. The pro-
gram will begin at 2:15 p.m.

This quilting program will high-
light three different times in
American history. Attendees will
hear about the first designs used
in patchwork blocks; learn why
colonial women loved quilting
bees, and what they talked about
during the Migration Westward
from 1830 to 1860. Participants
also will learn how, during the
American Civil War, women on
both sides of the conflict raised
money for the war.

Additionally, attendees will hear
about when the first sewing ma-
chine was patented; the avail-
ability of the first mail-order cata-
logs and, finally, why the 1920s

was an exciting time for women
but how things changed during
the depression of the 1930s. The
program also will cover how the
sewing machine was modern-
ized and the first publication of
quilt patterns in newspapers.

Ms. Small is a member of the
State Quilt Guild of New Jersey,
as well as a professional speaker,
quilter and historian. She will
show several of her most unique
quilts during this event and ex-
plain the various techniques.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a seat, call the
Historical Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or send an e-mail to
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit
organization, has been dedicated
to the preservation and perpetu-
ation of Cranford’s history. For
more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Cranford Considers Opposing UCC Athletic Field

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club will present
“Breakfast with the Bunny” on
Saturday, April 5, at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue. Two seating
times are planned, the first at
9:30 a.m. and the second at 11
a.m.

Parents and children alike will
be able to enjoy a light breakfast

and children can make a cute
craft and have their photo taken
with the Easter Bunny. Tickets
are required for both parents
and children.

Advance tickets will be avail-
able for purchase through Mon-
day, March 31, from the Cranford
Public Library or Periwinkle’s Gifts
for $6 each or online at
cranfordjwc.com for $7 (there is
a $1 convenience fee for tickets
purchased online). Tickets pur-
chased online will be available
for pickup at the door.

Seating is limited. Interested
persons are encouraged to pur-
chase their tickets as soon as
possible to ensure their desired
seating time is available. All tick-
ets are non-refundable. Proceeds
will benefit the Cranford Junior
Woman’s Club Scholarship Fund,
which is open to any Cranford
resident graduating from high
school in 2014. For more infor-
mation, e-mail
cranfordjwc@yahoo.com.

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Junior Woman’s Club Slates
‘Breakfast With the Bunny’


