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GWACC Sponsors YEA!
Investor Panel Event

The Greater Westfield Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC) is sponsoring
The Young Entrepreneurs Academy
(YEA!) which is being taught after
hours at the Westfield High School.
Mitch Beinhaker, of The Beinhaker
Law Firm, LLC, is the managing
director of the program, which was
started by the University of Roches-
ter in 2004. Several local experienced
businesspersons, including Katie
Cantor of the former Bath Junkie and
Gene Jannotti of Garwood, have been
instructing the students as the stu-
dents learn to build a business plan
around their own product or service,
develop their financial plans, operat-
ing costs and profit and loss state-
ments.

Participating in the YEA! program
are students from Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood and
Garwood. They will make their pre-
sentations at the program’s annual
YEA! Investor Panel consisting of
members of our business commu-
nity.

Each panelist has donated their
time, along with $500. Based on the
appeal and merit of the student’s plans
and presentations, panel participants
will determine the amount of funds to
allocate to each business. This will
take place Wednesday, March 26with
a reception starting at 5:30 p.m. and
the presentations from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Westfield High School Audito-
rium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.
The Master of Ceremonies will be
Bernie Wagenblast, travel reporter
for 1010 WINS and 101.5. This event
is free and open to the public.

The Young Entrepreneurs Acad-
emy, or YEA!, is an educational pro-
gram that takes students in grades six
through 12 through the process of
starting and running real businesses
over the course of a full academic
year. Students work in close coop-
eration with local leaders of industry,
community members, and educators

to develop ideas and objectives, write
business plans, pitch potential inves-
tors, obtain funding, register with
governmental agencies, develop their
brand identity and much more! By
the end of the class, students own and
operate fully functioning businesses
that can be carried on after gradua-
tion. Students learn to make a job—
not just take a job!

In April, the managing director and
volunteers will begin to organize and
promote for next year’s class. For
more information about volunteer
opportunities and applying to the pro-
gram, contact Mitch Beinhaker at
(908) 229-4924 or e-mail
yea@westfieldareachamber.com.

We Must Take Concrete Steps
To Improve Student Education

More than 2,000 years ago Aristotle
warned, “All who have meditated on
the governing of mankind have been
convinced that the fate of empires de-
pends on the education of youth.”

But what would Aristotle have
thought of our beloved country in 2012
ranking 36th out of 61 countries in
mathematics, reading and science
among 15-year-old students? (Pro-
gram for International Assessment of
the Organization for Economic Co-
Operation and Development). Or the
“historical illiteracy” about which
noted American historian David
McCullough rails? Or that 25 percent
of students fail to graduate high school,
as many as 60 percent of college fresh-
men need remedial education, and
millions of jobs are unfilled because
of a scarcity of qualified applicants?
(United States Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan, letter on President
Obama’s Fiscal Year 2011 Budget,
January 29, 2010).

The National Council on Teacher
Quality, funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, the Carnegie Cor-
poration, the Heinz Endowments and
the Walton Foundation, among oth-
ers, reported on teacher quality in New
Jersey in 2013 (“2013 State Teacher
Policy Yearbook: New Jersey,” Janu-
ary 2014).

“Elementary teacher candidates are
not required to take a science of read-
ing test to ensure knowledge of effec-
tive reading instruction, and prepara-
tion programs are not required to ad-
dress this critical topic. Some second-
ary social studies teachers are not re-
quired to pass content tests for each
discipline they are licensed to teach. A
pedagogy test is not required as a
condition of licensure. There are no
requirements to ensure student teach-
ers are placed with cooperating teach-
ers who were selected based on evi-
dence of effectiveness. The teacher-
preparation program approval process
does not hold programs accountable
for the quality of the teachers they
produce.”

“Licensure advancement and re-
newal are not based on teacher
effectiveness…The state does not sup-
port performance pay or additional
compensation for relevant prior work
experience, working in high-need
schools or teaching in shortage sub-
ject areas…Although ineffectiveness
is grounds for dismissal, the state al-
lows multiple appeals for teachers who
are dismissed. Performance is not con-
sidered in determining which teachers
to lay off during reductions in force.”

The Foundation for Excellence in
Education, founded by former Florida
Governor Jeb Bush and funded by
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the GE
Foundation, the Charles and Helen

Schwab Foundation, and the Walton
Family Foundation, among others,
reported that only 32 percent of eigth-
grade students in New Jersey in 2011
were proficient in reading. Only 47
percent in mathematics.

The Common Core State Standards
Initiative is a states-led effort to de-
velop consistent national education
standards for mathematics, English
language arts, and literacy in history/
social studies, science and technical
subjects to ensure that high-school
students are prepared to enter college
or enter the work force and is coordi-
nated by the National Governors As-
sociation and by the Council of Chief
State School Officers. (Common Core
website).

The United States Chamber of Com-
merce supports Common Core.
“America’s K-12 education system is
not adequately preparing students for
careers or postsecondary education.
The result is a persistent skills gap that
is impacting the nation’s competitive-
ness.” (website).

United States Army, “The develop-
ment of these common standards
will…benefit the thousands of mili-
tary dependent students whose fre-
quent moves are often at odds with
local standards.” (Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Army Accessions
Command).

Bill Gates, “Common Core is among
the most important education ideas in
years.” (USA Today, February 12,
2014).

But the problem is one of imple-
mentation. The National Education
Association, “Elected public officials,
school administrators, and other stake-
holders are part of the accountability
system” (website). The New Jersey
School Boards Association, “Local
school boards, principals, superinten-
dents and others will decide how the
standards are to be met.” (Assembly
Education Committee testimony, Feb-
ruary 10, 2014) The American Fed-
eration of Teachers wants “to ensure
that teachers have a voice in the imple-
mentation of the Common Core.”
(website).

Yet how much voice should be given
to teachers, school administrators and
school boards when the present system
they manage is failing the students and
the country? Nor can parents be ex-
cused from their responsibility to pro-
vide a learning environment at home!
Nor the political system that makes the
amount of public education funding
often so uncertain?

We must do a much better job of
educating the young generations.
Enough talking the talk. Now is the
time to walk the walk!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Bd. of Health Adopts Smoking Ban
Goals, Distributes Bike Helmets

The Westfield Board of Health met
on March 3. We did not meet in
February due to the weather.

In addition to meeting or exceed-
ing all of its state mandates, the board
adopted goals to eliminate cigarette
smoking in parks and recreational
facilities and to address prescription
drug abuse.

In January and February, 39 retail
food establishments were inspected,
and all but three were satisfactory.
Two establishments were condition-
ally satisfactory and are being moni-
tored. The third restaurant was pre-
operational and was satisfactory the
next day.

The “Be Hard Headed” campaign
successfully distributed its remain-
ing 24 bicycle and sports helmets and
reflector kits to children and toddlers
and educated them and their parents.
The department will seek to obtain
additional helmets for distribution.

Immunization compliance audits
were completed at six child care fa-
cilities. Compliance rates ranged from
63 percent to 100 percent. Nursing
counseling was provided and poorly
performing programs will be re-au-
dited. One program already re-au-
dited went from 64 percent to 99
percent compliance.

The New Jersey Cancer Education
and Early Detection (CEED) Pro-
gram is now present in our child
health clinics to provide information

to uninsured or underinsured indi-
viduals who may qualify for breast,
cervical, colorectal and prostate
screening.

The Vaccines for Adults Program
continues to offer vaccines against
pneumonia, shingles, meningitis,
human papilloma virus (HPV), and
tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis
(Tdap) for uninsured individuals or
persons with Medicaid or Medicare
(but not Part D).

For more information about these
two programs, please contact Laura
Scanlon, the public health nursing
Supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, ex-
tension 4074 or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

The health department is sponsor-
ing health screenings with Overlook
Medical Center in the municipal
building. Cholesterol screening will
be on Thursday, March 20, from 10
to 11:30 a.m. and requires a $10
charge. For more information and to
register, please call the Overlook
Medical Center Community Health
Department at 1-800-247-9580.

The complete minutes of the March
3 meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our Monday, April 7
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. The public is
invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Letters to the Editor

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Auto & Pedestrian Accidents

Includes
• Easy to read checklist

• Common buying mistakes

• Coverage you really need — and don’t need 

• What to do if you’re in an accident

• Confusing insurance terms defined

What You Need To Know 
and the insurance company 
won’t tell you!

New Jersey Car Insurance 
Buyer’s Guide:

by Francis M. Smith, Esq., NJ Personal Injury Attorney Frank's latest

book now

available on

Amazon!

NJ Car Insurance

Buyer's Guide

Free to local residents for a limited time at
www.NJCarInsuranceGuide.com

Author Francis M. Smith, Esq.

Accident Lawyer

"Most people learn the hard way they have the

wrong car insurance - after an accident. So I wrote

a book to read even before you talk to the gecko."

Francis M. Smith, Esq. • 928 Mountain Ave • Mountainside, NJ

www.FrankSmithLaw.com     908.233.5800

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Lance: President Trying to
Circumvent Congress on ACA

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), a member of
the House Energy and Commerce
Health Subcommittee, issued the fol-
lowing statement regarding the
Obama Administration’s decision to
“once again circumvent Congress and
delay a key provision of the
President’s health care law.”

“For months the President failed
to act as millions of Americans lost
health care coverage under his bro-
ken promise of, ‘if you like your
plan, you can keep it.’ Now, on the
day when the House acted in a bipar-
tisan capacity to delay the individual
mandate under ObamaCare (Afford-
able Care Act (ACA), the President
has once again, through unilateral
executive action, circumvented Con-
gress and announced a new delay
that will allow some consumers to
keep health plans until past the end
of the Obama presidency. Today’s

announcement is a blatant attempt
to protect politically vulnerable
Democrats from the President’s in-
creasingly unpopular health care law.”

Since ObamaCare was enacted in
2010, the administration has delayed
or modified parts of the law more
than 20 times through unilateral ex-
ecutive action rather than through the
constitutional law making process.
In response, Rep. Lance has joined
fellow conservative lawmakers in
support of the STOP Act (H. Res.
442) to rein in an out-of-control ex-
ecutive branch that, he said, has far
exceeded its constitutional limits at
many turns.

Pallone Supportive of
 President’s Budget

 WASHINGTON, D. C.— Rep.
Frank Pallone (D-6th) said about Presi-
dent Barck Obama’s Fiscal Year 2015
Budget:

“...I am pleased that the President’s
budget has a strong focus on job cre-
ation by encouraging manufacturing,
one of the bright spots in our economy,
as well as expanding research and inno-
vation and making investments in infra-
structure.

“The President’s budget lays out a
plan to expand opportunities for the
middle class and those working to join
it by building on the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), investing in new educa-
tion and job training programs, and
calling on Congress to increase the
minimum wage and extend unemploy-
ment insurance to the long-term unem-
ployed. Prominently featured in his
budget is President Obama’s call for
improved fiscal responsibility by build-
ing on the savings established through
the Affordable Care Act and ending tax
disparities that unfairly favor the
wealthiest Americans over the middle
class.

“I was particularly pleased to see the
President touch on his Climate Action
Plan to cut carbon pollution.”

See more news at:
www.goleader.com


