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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield PTC Scholarship Donations
Are Down 50 Percent

Obama Is Draining Us, Can You
Put Your Finger in the Dyke?

Many of us have chosen Westfield
as our home because of the excellent
reputation of the public schools. The
Westfield Parent Teacher Council
(PTC) is an umbrella organization
that works with the parent teacher
organizations from all 10 Westfield
public schools. Together with the
school district, we strive to maximize
the educational experience for our
children. The generosity with which
our community gives of its time and
money is a testament to the high
priority Westfield residents place on
education.

Each year our graduating seniors
prepare to end the Westfield High
School chapter of their educational
story and begin the college chapter.
Many of our students have worked
exceptionally hard, not only academi-
cally, but also in extra-curricular ac-
tivities, sports and the arts, earning
high honors for Westfield. In addi-
tion, they have given endless hours of
their time to volunteer in our commu-
nity. They have also held part-time
jobs to help their families and build a
fund for college. Their efforts should
foreshadow an amazing next chapter.
Unfortunately, for some of these stu-
dents, all of this is not enough to

make college a reality.
The Westfield PTC awards a num-

ber of meaningful scholarships to
these deserving students to help them
continue the educational journey they
started in the Westfield public schools.
The PTC scholarship is funded en-
tirely by donations; however, this year
our collections are approximately 50
percent lower than previous years.
Westfield residents’ commitment to
education is clear and we are hopeful
that some of those residents will
choose to give to our scholarship
fund so we can help these deserving
students receive the education they
have earned.

Please send donations to Westfield
PTC Scholarship Fund, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090 by April
15, 2014. Any amount will be gra-
ciously accepted. Please contact
Amisha Mehta at
amishamody@yahoo.com with any
questions.

The Westfield PTC Board
Kate Fleschler
Ruth Maloney
Monica Bergin

Amisha Mody Mehta
Terese Guerriero

How many times does Obama have
to hit you over the head with a ham-
mer before you say it hurts? Even
though a definite population shift of
thinking voters have become appalled
at the America they loved and en-
joyed, there is still an entrenched
large body of radical liberals who are
forcing America down the path of
bankruptcy.

Their measure of what’s right is
simply instigation of the radical so-
cialistic dogma that our President,
and Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi
stand for.

A few hundred years ago, our fore-
fathers fought the domination of the
King of England to regain liberty and
the ability to legislate magnificent
documents of social and ethical be-
havior like our Constitution and Bill
of Rights. Instead of a sword, our
President has found a way to under-
mine, undercut, and pollute our liber-
ties with his pen, his telephone, and
his ability to outright lie without hesi-
tation.

Bad decisions after bad decisions,
bad leadership, and mangled man-
agement are the products of his ad-
ministration. Instead of well-planned
programs, we have knee-jerk reac-
tions, emotionally charged, which
have resulted in the world looking at
America no longer as a leader, but as
a fading power.

Almost as protocol, as the Presi-
dent departs or returns from his time-
outs, or meets with world figures, his
calling card is your checkbook, as he
dispenses billions in his economic
delusions. Whatever you could have
done before electing and re-electing
this mistake is over the hill. The ques-
tion is, can you put your finger in the
dyke like the little Dutch boy, before
the dam bursts, and the leak in the
dam becomes a complete collapse?

If you have no plan there will be
consequences for you and your fam-
ily; not pleasant and degrading. We
have a moment in time where a move-
ment of American patriots, known as
the Tea Party, and people like Steve
Lonegan, who will be running for a
seat in a Congressional election in
New Jersey, have put their shoulder
to the wheel to save us from our self-
inflicted lethargy.

There are enough real Americans
from the Democrats, from the Re-
publicans, and the ever-growing Tea
Party patriots to retake leadership
and start addressing the enormous
damage already done. Your children
are watching, and your children will
suffer if you do not do something to
preserve the system that gave us —
the greatest country on Earth.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Recycling Center
Benefits Boy Scouts

I am writing in response to an ar-
ticle I read in your paper on January
30, 2014 regarding the Fanwood
Council and the recycling center. As
a Boy Scout who volunteers at the
center several times a year, I believe
that it is a very beneficial organiza-
tion. Service organizations that vol-
unteer have the opportunity to help
out in the community while earning
money to pay for expenses.

My troop, BSA Troop 104, is able
to offset the cost of activities like
camping trips because of our work at
the center. Recycling is a great activ-
ity for young people to be involved
in. The center also benefits the envi-
ronment in that it allows citizens to
recycle more than just used bottles
and containers. The center also ac-
cepts bulk paper, batteries, oil, and
even appliances which aren’t col-
lected curbside. I hope that the coun-
cil will continue to support the
Fanwood Recycling Center.

Mike Bonnell
Scotch Plains

Resident Is Appalled by Conduct at
Last Scotch Plains Council Meeting

I attended the March 4 town coun-
cil meeting [Scotch Plains] and saw a
new level of embarrassment. This
time it sprang from both the council
and the residents.

I saw residents that refused to look
at the facts and jumped to conclu-
sions. They argued against the
Faulkner Act and the Shady Rest be-
fore discussions were held. The
Faulkner Act brought out possible
other forms of government and the
limits of mayor.

I was shocked and disappointed
that my fellow residents did not take
the time to hear the presentations.
The mayor expressed his displeasure
with the deputy mayor for raising the
Faulkner issue. Why would anyone
object to discussion of different op-
tions?

I suspect that the mayor was more
upset that someone was highlighting
his limits of office. He should keep in
mind that the even our president is
under fire for ignoring the Constitu-
tion and his use of executive orders.
The Faulkner discussion did not lead
to a change of our government struc-
ture but highlighted what could be or
could not be done by the mayor.

I was appalled by some residents
liking this discussion to taking away
their right to vote and linking it to the
treatment of a minority group in our
history. In my mind, this thought has
no place in our town and I find it
upsetting. Taking into consideration
that the Faulkner Act is the law of the
land and the five council members
are still elected by the public — and
the mayor, under one option, would
have been picked out of these elected
officials — the public still has a vote.
Should one not like a council mem-
ber that could be appointed mayor,
then don’t vote the person in the first
place to the council.

When it comes to the Shady Rest
situation, yes it is taking some time
but to say our township manager is

“stonewalling” was uncalled for and
unproven. My impression is that the
mayor never liked the new manager,
and is now trying to get him to quit.
He would fire him, but he no longer
has the votes to do so.

I have been attending town council
meetings for a decade, and have no
remembrance of Shady Rest ever tak-
ing so much attention as it is now. I
can’t help from thinking that the out-
rage was orchestrated by some on the
town council, such to drive a wedge
between council members and the
public. To add more credence, twice
one of councilmen threatened to have
unruly residents ejected from the
council chambers. I am not sure if he
was out of line, but the mayor is
conducting the meeting and he failed
to take any action.

Then to add more injury to insult,
some town council members talked
about the political party that they do
not belong too and other groups. This
is below the dignity of my elected
officials and an apology is due. I
hope that in the future, our residents
will act with the proper decorum,
take the time and offer their ques-
tions and comments in an informed
and civil fashion.

I also hope that our elected offi-
cials act with respect of the public
and the responsibilities of their posi-
tions that we voters have granted
them. We can remove that permis-
sion at the next election and some can
make a case that we don’t care if you
are a Democrat, Republican or Mar-
tian! We demand non-partisan gov-
ernment that acts for the good of the
people, not themselves nor their po-
litical party.

In the past, I have spoken out about
the conduct at our town council meet-
ings; I hope that I will not have to do
it again, but it looks like that is un-
likely.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dehiscence – In botany, a bursting

or splitting open of a seed capsule
2. Degravation – The act of making

heavy
3. Tripudiation – The act of dancing
4. Thionic – Containing or derived

from sulfer
ROG

1. To trade or barter
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. To shake

TILBURY
1. A two-wheeled carriage for two

persons
2. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
3. A thorny plant; Christ’s-thorn
4. A hat maker; haberdasher

TASCO
1. A purse or money pouch
2. A sort of clay for making melting

pots
3. An eyepatch
4. A wolverine; badger

YUKKEL
1. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
2. The green woodpecker
3. The prickly pear
4. A scallop or large mollusk

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction

See more letters on page 5

GEESE ARE FLYIN’
BACK. SPRING

MUST BE COMING.

Senate Republican
Leadership Named

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (Westfield) announced Tues-
day the caucus leadership team for
the 216th legislative session. Round-
ing out the team are Deputy Republi-
can Leader Diane Allen (Burlington),
Conference Leader Robert Singer
(Monmouth), Deputy Conference
Leader Jennifer Beck (Monmouth),
Assistant Republican Leader Joe
Pennacchio (Morris) and Republi-
can Budget Officer Anthony Bucco
(Morris).

Senator Kean said, “These out-
standing representatives, along with
the Senate Republicans serving on
various legislative committees this
new session, are poised to execute
overdue reforms that the people want
done. During the next two years, our
team will work on the people’s pri-
orities, which include lowering prop-
erty taxes; ensuring consistent pri-
vate-sector job creation; establishing
a competitive and fair state income
tax structure; passing ethics reform
to save taxpayers money in the short-
and long-term; and assuring that ev-
ery New Jersey child has the oppor-
tunity to graduate high school career
or college ready.”

Other News

North Plainfield
Wants Some ZIP

Asw. Linda Stender (D-22, Scotc h
Plains)  zip codes — 07060, 07062
and 07063 — with Plainfield.

Asw. Stender said, “The distinc-
tion of another zip code would im-
prove the movement of the mail for
the people in my district. Many of the
same roads run through both com-
munities. There are 23 streets with
identical names. When mail is deliv-
ered to the wrong address, it can
result in overdue bills... there are
‘Plainfields’ in three different coun-
ties: Plainfield is in Union County,
North Plainfield in Somerset and
South Plainfield in Middlesex.”

Asm. Robert Auth (R-Bergen) sug-
gested North Plainfield try changing
its name. “They tried that,” Asw.
Stender said. “That didn’t work.”

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

State Primary Races Trump the
Efficacy of the General Election

Although Presidential and Gubernatorial elec-
tions have already taken place the past two years, in
2014 area voters will be electing a new Congres-
sional representative for District 12, a district that
includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The two towns
were moved from the 7th District as a result of
redistricting following the 2010 U.S. Census.

The district, considered a Democrat stronghold,
stretches from Trenton in Mercer County to Scotch
Plains here in Union County. With Rep. Rush Holt
(D) having announced his retirement at the end of
this year, the Democratic Party Primary boils down
to two state legislators — Senator Linda Greenstein
from Middlesex County and Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman from Mercer County. As-
semblyman Upendra J. Chivukula (D-17, Somerset)
also is running for the seat.

The winner will likely face Republican Alieta Eck
of Somerset County in the General Election.

Union County Democrats said they will soon meet
to decide who they will support in the District 12
race after the party leadership felt Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp jumped the gun by endorsing Asw.
Watson Coleman. Perhaps a Union County candi-
date will join the race.

The bulk of Union County is in the 7th District that
has been represented by Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) since 2009. He is being challenged in the
Republican Primary by David Larsen with Clinton
Mayor Janice Kovach (D) awaiting the winner in
November. The 7th District is considered a strong
GOP district.

The Primary races on Tuesday, June 3, are likely
going to decide the winners of these Congressional
seats as the General Election, in our opinion, is
meaningless due to gerrymandering from redistrict-
ing. Effectively, non-affiliated registered voters, a
large segment of society, are disenfranchised from

the ballot box. Control of elections has now become
so effective that voter turnout has dropped to worri-
some levels.

Union County Republicans held their convention
March 1, at which time they gave the party line on the
Primary ballot to United States Senate candidate
Rich Pezzullo of Monmouth County in what will be
an uphill battle against first-year Senator Cory Booker
(D). The filing deadline for Congress as well as
United States Senate, House of Representatives,
county freeholder and municipal elections, which
locally include Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford,
Garwood and Mountainside, is Monday, March 31.

The council seats of Llewellyn Jones, who was
elected to fill an unexpired term this past November,
Mickey Marcus and Bo Vastine are expiring in
Scotch Plains; in Fanwood, Russell Huegel and
Kevin Boris are up for re-election; the seats of
Garwood Council members Lou Petruzzelli and
Sara Todisco are expiring as are the Cranford Town-
ship Committee seats of Andis Kalnins and Lisa
Adubato and the Mountainside Council seats of
Keith Turner and Deanna Andre.

At the county level, Democratic Freeholder in-
cumbents Chris Hudak, Angel Estrada and Vernell
Wright are seeking re-election as is Surrogate James
LaCorte. Republicans have not named their county
candidates.

The filing deadline for board of education seats is
the last Monday in July per a new law signed by
Governor Chris Christie in December. The previous
deadline had been in June. School board elections
were moved from April to November in 2012.

We encourage voters to keep abreast of the candi-
dates in these local Primary races, particularly the
12th Congressional District.

Regarding the election for U.S. Senator from New
Jersey, sorry, it has already been purchased.

Lá Fhéile Pádraig
Excerpts from wikipedia: “Saint Patrick’s Day or the

Feast of Saint Patrick is celebrated annually on 17 March,
the death date of the most commonly-recognized patron
saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick (c. AD 385–461). — He was
born in Roman Britain.

Saint Patrick’s Day was made an official Christian
feast day in the early seventeenth century. The Lenten
restrictions on eating and drinking alcohol are lifted for
the day, which has encouraged and propagated the
holiday’s tradition of alcohol consumption.

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holiday in the Republic
of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Newfoundland and Labra-
dor and Montserrat. It is also celebrated around the world;

especially in Britain, Canada, the United States, Argen-
tina, Australia and New Zealand.”

“Wearing of the green (meaning to wear a shamrock)
— Originally, the color associated with Saint Patrick was
blue...”

[In Dublin] The first Saint Patrick’s Festival was held
on 17 March 1996. In 1997, it became a three-day event,
and by 2000 it was a four-day event. By 2006, the festival
was five days long; more than 675,000 people attended
the 2009 parade. Overall 2009’s five-day festival saw
close to 1 million visitors, who took part in festivities that
included concerts, outdoor theatre, and fireworks.”

In New Jersey, nearly everyone is Irish on St. Pat’s Day.


