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DONATE YOUR OLD FLAGS... Area residents can place old, used, damaged
and retired United States flags in a mailbox in Garwood. The drop box was the
brain child of Councilman Bill Nierstedt, pictured placing a flag in the box.

Make Reservations Now on our 24 Hour Reservation Line
to Attend a FREE Educational Workshop!

SPACE WILL BE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 ATTENDEES - NO WALK-INS!
Sponsored by:

GAIL L. ABRAMS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

908-753-4156 24
HOURS

CALL
TODAY

or make reservations online at www.estateattorneynj.com

New Jersey $675,000
NJ Transfer Tax Rules. Estate Plan

protect family unnecessary NJ taxes.
Estate Plan 2014 will or trust

Powers of Attorney Living Will incapacitated.
Special Needs Child.

Trust or a Will for 2014 and the Future.
Double Taxation of your IRA & Retirement Accounts.

Non-Tax Reasons Living Trust or a Last Will and Testament.

“2014 ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOP”
LEARN ABOUT THE NEW TAX LAWS IN 2014 & HOW THEY AFFECT 
LIVING TRUSTS, WILLS, POWERS OF ATTORNEY & MUCH MORE...

ESTATE Planning Workshop
FREENEW 

ATTENDEES 

ONLY!

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOPS
Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Chimney Rock Inn
342 Valley Road,

Gillette, NJ 07833
Lunch - 11:00am - Prompt!

Tuesday, March 18, 2014
Grillestone

2377 Route 22 West,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Lunch - 11:00am - Prompt!

Make Reservations Now on our 24 Hour Reservation Line
to Attend a FREE Educational Workshop!

SPACE WILL BE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 ATTENDEES - NO WALK-INS!
Sponsored by:

GAIL L. ABRAMS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

Securities offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC), Member of FINRA/SIPC, Beacon Financial Group & NPC are separate and 
unrelated companies. Agents/Brokers/Lawyers are not permitted to attend as seats are needed for attendees. I.D. may be requested.

908-753-4156 24
HOURS

CALL
TODAY

or make reservations online at www.estateattorneynj.com

FINANCIAL Planning Workshop
FREE

LEARN 2014 Tax Regulations
TAXES: Lower Taxes on Social Security, Interest 
Income on Investment Accounts and Federal and New Jersey Estate and Transfer 
Taxes.
LEARN Trusts, Probate and Legal Issues affecting your Estate Plan for 2014.
LEARN INCREASE PROTECT

PLAN 
LEARN AVOID IRA and Retirement Accounts.
LEARN Catastrophic Illness.

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE
LEARN ABOUT: NEW TAX REGULATIONS FOR 2014

IRA ROLLOVERS/MULTI-GENERATIONAL PLANNING FOR 

NEW 

ATTENDEES 

ONLY!

FINANCIAL PLANNING WORKSHOPS
Thursday, March 27, 2014

Grillestone
2377 Route 22 West,

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
11:00am Prompt!  Lunch Provided

Thursday, March 20, 2014
Grillestone

2377 Route 22 West,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

11:00am Prompt!  Lunch Provided

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Darby Road’s Second Annual
St. Patrick’s Day Festival

450 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
For information, call (908) 288-7667 or visit

www.darbyroadpub.com

Darby Road

ALL ROADS
Lead to Darby Road.

Public House & Restaurant

FESTIVAL
March 14, 15, 16, & 17

2nd
Annua

l
JoinUs

‘

20  14

Gather the family, invite the neigh-
bors and all of your friends to the
Second Annual St. Patrick’s Day Fes-
tival taking place at Darby Road, 450
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains. The spec-
tacular event begins at 6 p.m. on
Friday, March 14, and concludes on
Monday, March 17.

Donations from the Second An-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Festival will be
given to The Scotch Plains PAL, Holy
Trinity Scholarship Fund and The
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of Union
County. $5 suggested donations will
be accepted at the door.

Plan to arrive early. The Giant Tent
opens at 6 p.m. on Friday, March 14,
with music from your favorite DJs and
a live performance from “The Broad-
casters.” Along with Darby Road’s
famous menu, feast on all of your
favorite St. Patrick’s Day fare and
specialty drinks.

Saturday and Sunday starting at
noon, there will be live Irish music
from Spontaneous Corruption, The
Blarney Session and The Raggle
Taggle Gypsyo’s.

Yes, there also will be performances
by Shea-Jennings School of Irish
Dance and The Marie Moore School

of Irish Dance, Pony Rides, Face Paint-
ers, music by On Fire Crew DJs and all
of your favorite food and drink to
carry you through the day and evening.
Not to worry, the party continues
straight through the night. Darby will
have a viral photo booth on Saturday
evening so you can share the fun with
all of your social media friends.

On March 17, “Official” St. Patrick’s
Day, the celebration starts at 5 p.m.
with Bag Pipers and Dancers, the
Raggle Taggle Gypsyo’s and YOU!

Darby Road Proprietors Joe
Mortarulo, John Brandli and Michael
Brennan want to thank all of their
customers and friends for making their
first 18 months a memorable and very
successful start.

“Together as a team, we’re excited
to share the fun of our Second Annual
St. Patrick’s Celebration. We’re happy
and grateful that friends and family
can come together at our community
pub. All Roads Lead to Darby Road!”
said Joe Mortarulo.

BE THERE!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

School Aid Increases
Told for WF, SPF

TRENTON — Senator Tom Kean
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and Assembly
members Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Summit), have announced that under
Governor Chris Christie’s proposed
Fiscal Year 2015 Budget, Legislative
District 21 schools are scheduled to
receive a 2.3 percent increase in
school aid compared to last year.
Overall, the Governor has budgeted
$13 billion in total state aid for edu-
cation, which is the highest level in
state history.

“With this school funding increase
for our district, the Governor has once
again shown his commitment to im-
proving public education,” Sen. Kean
said. “We are lucky to live in a district
with already outstanding schools that
we know will use these added re-
sources the right way for our stu-
dents.”

Locally in District 21, Westfield
received $2,956,317, an increase of
$124,000 or 4.4 percent over last
year; Cranford garnered
$2,309,995, up $74,303 or 3.3 per-
cent; Mountainside received
$492,364, up $21,380 or 4.5 per-
cent over last year; and Garwood’s
aid is $448,267, an increase of
$10,240 or 2.3 percent. Berkeley
Heights, where Mountainside stu-
dents attend Governor Livingston
High School, received $1,169,261,
up $46,090 or 4.1 percent over last
year.

In District 22, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood received $2,947,508, up
$106,180 or 3.7 percent over last
year. Clark, where Garwood teenag-
ers attend Arthur L. Johnson High
School, received $1,049,411, an in-
crease of $43,780 or 4.4 percent over
2013-2014.

CF Considers  Opposing
UCC Athletic Field

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee discussed proposing a resolution
that would have the township oppose
the athletic field Union County College
(UCC) has plans to build in what is now
a 4.2-acre wooded area along Gallows
Hill Road, during the committee’s work-
shop meeting Monday.

“It is a forest. It is acres of trees. It
is horrible to look at this and say they
are going to take them all down,”
Township Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola said the college
should be looking at other areas within
the county to build the athletic field.
The township is concerned that the
cutting down of 4.2 acres of trees
would impact flooding in the area.

Mr. D’Ambola also said the col-
lege is planning to construct another
building on the college property.

 Cranford Township has no juris-
diction over what the college builds
on its property because it is a public
institution, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“We have provided comments to
them, bringing up flood, waste water,
runoff,” Mayor Kalnins said. Colby
Lane is less than a hundred feet from
the tract of land, he said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. had sent a letter to UCC
last month requesting a tree replace-
ment ratio of three to one, a buffer of
evergreens along the residential area
of Colby Lane, a noise study and
noise mitigation study be conducted,
and a swale to collect runoff.

“We shouldn’t go through this with-
out trying to modify this,” resident
Frank Krause said.

Mr. Krause also noted that an envi-
ronmental science professor had at
one time declared about six acres to
be a natural wetlands area, and sug-
gested the committee look into this.

The committee heard preliminary
budget proposals from building, zon-
ing and planning, parks and recreation
and the tax assessor departments.

Construction Official Richard
Belluscio said he was presenting two
budgets for the building department,
one that was flat and one with a 2-
percent increase for salaries and
wages for department heads, includ-
ing himself.

“I am anticipating over a million
dollars in revenue,” Mr. Belluscio
said.

“All of our vehicles are over

100,000 miles,” he said. He had ap-
proval last year from the administra-
tor to lease a vehicle.

“We have had so many problems
with our vehicles,” he said.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak dis-
cussed the zoning board and plan-
ning board budgets. “I tried to keep
everything flat,” he said.

Zoning Board Attorney David
Weeks’ salary and where the line
item fits in the zoning board budget is
still up for discussion, he said.

There also was money budgeted in
the planning board budget for the new
master plan that is being worked on.

A 2-percent salary increase was
proposed for the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, as presented by
Steve Robertazzi, parks and recre-
ation director. He also budgeted
$5,000 for a 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration. Operating expenses stayed
the same, he said.

The tax assessor’s budget included
a line item for payment of the office
assistant’s college courses as she
works her way to be certified, with
the idea that she could one day take
over as tax assessor, Township Tax
Assessor Peter Barnett said.

Last year the department had a 20-
percent increase in posting and print-
ing costs and it had been accounted
for in this year’s budget. “Rates are
going up,” he said.

Mr. Krause also commented that he
thought the plans for the entrance and
exit of the Two River Bank being built
on the corner of North Avenue and
Lincoln Avenue is a safety concern. He
thought the setbacks need to be further
back and that the entrance and exit
should be reversed from what is planned.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor said
the street parking along Lincoln Park
East near the Mill is a public safety
issue. “The parking along that curb is
so bad. It narrows the street so bad,”
she said. She had spoken to some
residents there who have said they
believe it is a safety concern and also
affects their ability to enjoy their yards.

The bids for the North Side train
station project are expected to be
received by Thursday, April 3, Town-
ship Engineer Marsden said.

The de-snagging and de-silting of
the Rahway River in the township
has begun, Mr. Marsden said. He also
said repair work on the High Street
Tunnel is expected to begin by the
middle of next week. “Hopefully, it is
a five-day job,” Mr. Marsden said.

Freeholders to Introduce
2014 Budget Tonight

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board is expected to in-
troduce the 2014 budget tonight,
March 13. During the March 6 board
meeting, County Manager Al Faella
unveiled an executive budget of
$507 million with $330.8 million
to be raised in taxes. The board
began its budget hearings on Tues-
day.

One of the biggest costs the county
has been faced with is that of
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights, which the county
manager said has been subsidized
by the county to the tune of $30
million over the past two years. He
said the county is near making a
decision on Runnells, a rehabilita-
tion and long-term care facility. A
consultant’s report last year recom-
mended the county either lease the
facility or sell the property. The
county went out for requests for
proposals (rfps) and has been re-
viewing those proposals since De-
cember.

At Thursday’s meeting the board
considered resolutions for tonight’s
regular meeting, including a $67,400
contract with Hoboken-based This
Is It! Productions for the “planning,
production and management” of the
county’s Summer Arts Festival, held
at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
and Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said this year’s arts fes-
tival will include eight Wednesday
night concerts from July 9 through
August 27 as well as a Saturday,
July 5 concert in Plainfield. He said
the contract includes the securing
of talent, stage, generator, hospital-
ity and the sound system. He said
$7,000 of the contract will be paid
out of sponsorships from the 2013
Arts Festival.

He said the county conducted an
rfp, but This Is It! was the only com-
pany to apply for the contract.

Another resolution will set hourly
fees for outside attorneys who are
partners in law firms at $135 from
April 1 to December 31, 2014; $145
for 2015; and $150 for 2016; and for
associates at $110 from April 1 to
December 31, 2014; $120 for 2015,
and $125 for 2016.

According to County Counsel Rob-
ert Barry, “The rates have remained

unchanged since 1989” at $125 per
hour for partners and $100 an hour
for associates.

The board also is going on record
as supporting legislation sponsored
by state Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), S-
1306, known as the “Superstorm
Sandy Bill of Rights.”

“Since the recovery effort began,
too many victimized individuals,
businesses, and communities have
experienced unreasonable suffering,
inconveniences, and unfair treatment
in their efforts to obtain governmen-
tal assistance,” according to an ex-
planation statement at the end of the
bill. “These problems have arisen in
the form of unclear application and
appeals processes, difficulties in ob-
taining the status of applications, re-
jections without any reasoning of-
fered, waiting lists provided without
any clear order, disparities in funding
offered for African-American and
Latino applicants, insufficient and
often inaccurate program informa-
tion, particularly in Spanish, state
funding offered to certain communi-
ties in amounts disproportionate to
the amount of damage endured, in-
sufficient resettlement funding of-
fered to low- and moderate-income
individuals, and an overall lack of
transparency and refusals to respond
to OPRA requests.

“This bill would establish standards
for the treatment of individuals, busi-
nesses, and local units that have been
victimized by this tragedy. This bill
would require that, to the greatest
extent permitted under federal law,
each individual, business, and local
unit that has been victimized by this
tragedy, shall have rights to transpar-
ent and fair access to all recovery
funding.”

St. Pat’s Parade
Saturday in Union

UNION — The Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade will kickoff this
Saturday, March 15, at 1 p.m. on
Morris Avenue in Union Township.

The Marching units will gather at
Morris Avenue and along Commerce
and Jeanette Avenues. The parade
route will proceed east along Morris
Avenue to a turn at the main review-
ing stand and end at the Roosevelt
Avenue midway reviewing stand at
Morris and Caldwell Avenues.


