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Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

James M. Foerst

Although the real estate market
has rebounded, in many situations
your property value has not caught
up to your tax bill. As a taxpayer, you
have the right to appeal your property
tax assessment as a means to reduce
your real estate tax
obligations. You
should understand
that to be successful
in reducing your tax
bill, you must prove
that your home’s as-
sessed value is le-
gally “unreason-
able.” With a suc-
cessful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be set
for the three years
which can amount to
a considerable
amount of savings.
The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing
your taxes is to
present your claim
to the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process. He has
assisted hundreds of families in sav-
ing thousands of dollars in property
tax payments over the last decade.

Save money.
Make the sale of
your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the
long-term expenses
associated with your
home. Make it more
affordable to stay in
your house. All with
lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must
be filed by April 1.
For more informa-
tion about tax ap-
peals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the
complimentary as-
sessment form to see
if you can save
money on your taxes

or get started with a free consultation
by calling our experts at (908) 322-
4886.
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
BABIES GALORE...At Saturday's St. Patrick's Day  fundraiser under the big
tent at the Fanwood Train Station, four babies and their parents enjoy the green
scene. Pictured, left to right, are: Lisa Checchio with Gianluca, 5 months old;
Kelly Checchio with Brook, 15 months; Lauren Dougherty with Leah, 6 months;
Mike Gewirtz, Fanwood Historic Preservation commissioner, with Autumn
Grace, 8 months.

HOW TO SUCCEED…Get ready to enjoy a fabulous performance filled with laughter and song when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre presents How to Succeed at Business Without Really Trying. Performances are on
Fridays and Saturdays, March 14, 15, 21 and 22, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, March 16, at 2 p.m. and Thursday, March 20, at 7 p.m.
To purchase tickets visit spfhsreptix.brownpapertickets.com. See story page 20.

after March 15 because the founda-
tion was changing the application
paperwork.

The meeting was attended by Eu-
gene McCarthy of the state’s Local
Finance Board of the Department
of Community Affairs (DCA), who
represented the state in the merging
of Princeton Borough with
Princeton Township.

The next meeting of the study
commission will be Wednesday,
April 9, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion offices at the Evergreen School.
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Consolidation

WF Zoning Board OKs
Apps., Carries Over Others

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – It was another
busy night at the Board of Adjust-
ment on Monday night and many
applications had to be carried over
to the April 9 meeting.

The following applications were
approved:

Yossi Arbitsman of Cumberland
Street sought approval to construct
a second-floor addition, which
would appear to be two-and-a-half
stories in a zone which only allows
two stories. Architect Roger Winkle
explained to the board that the so
called first floor is a basement in
the older home. Mr. Winkler said
the applicant can not put a walkout
door from the basement on the right
side of the home because the drive-
way is there and it would be hazard-
ous. He further explained that the
zoning considers the basement a
story even though it is not.

Burns Benson and Pamela Pirone
Benson of Columbus Avenue sought
approval to conduct a second-story
addition to a Cape Cod home. They
wish to add a master bedroom and a
master bath to the second story with
a walk-up attic which would be
seven-feet high. Two neighbors sup-
ported the couple’s application,
which they said would blend in well
with the neighborhood.

Hillary and Brian Kaplan of Can-
terbury Road sought to add a one-
story addition by bumping out their
deck to make room to expand the
kitchen, Mr. Kaplan said. By doing
that they will use part of the space
that is now taken up by the deck,
which they intend to demolish and
decrease the amount of lot cover-
age.

“My wife wants to open the oven
without bumping into a chair,” he
said. He also said the lot is narrow
and oddly shaped. Mr. Kaplan also
said the renovation will not be vis-
ible from the street. Architect Bar-
bara Vincentsen said they want to
reconfigure the first floor and add a
mud room and a covered portico to
the garage. “There is nothing con-
forming about this lot,” she said.

Mark Lo Grippo, a town council-
man, and his wife, Maria Lo Grippo,
of Tudor Oval, sought approval to
construct a one-story addition and a
new covered front entry. Board Chair-
man William Heinbokel recused him-
self from hearing this application.
Mrs. Lo Grippo told the board that
they would like to expand the kitchen
by using space now used for an of-
fice. She said they would like to
reconfigure the first floor, increase
the size of their living room and add
a sidewalk to a back proposed terrace

which would have access from the
kitchen. Their architect, Greg Blasi,
said it would be a better use of space.
He also said the new covered en-
trance way with columns and new
stairs would enhance the façade of
the home. A neighbor spoke in favor
of the proposed renovation.

Eugene Schaefer and Diane Genco
of Edgewood Avenue are seeking to
construct a front porch to their home.
Ms. Genco said, “We’d like to join
the neighbors and sit out on the front
porch.” Mr. Schafer said, “We have
lived in our home for 26 years, and
have raised our kids there.”

Beth and Frank Dombrowski of
Saunders Avenue are seeking to con-
struct a new single-family dwelling
utilizing a portion of the existing
dwelling and construct a new one-
and-a-half car garage in the rear yard
of the home. Hildie Lazar, their ar-
chitect, said the construction would
be an upgrade and in compliance
with the neighborhood.

“We are looking for a lot of charac-
ter and curb appeal,” she said. While
board members admired the proposed
construct, they were concerned about
the small lot. Ms. Lazar responded by
saying the lot was small and irregu-
lar. She said the family needed more
room and more storage space. A two-
car garage would be attached to front
of the home and a one-and-a-half car
garage would located in the back.
The board found this unusual, but
agreed to approve the application with
the provision that the back garage be
cedar shingled to match the house.

Applications carried over to the
April 9 meeting are Jon Alex Corp.,
which operates We Collect Clothes
for a Cause, of Elm Street; Denise
Jenner and Manor Park residents of
Elizabeth Ave.; The Bar Method of
Westfield of East Broad Street;
Cradles to Crayons Learning Cen-
ter, Inc., of West Broad Street; Rob-
ert Dragon of Overhill Street;
Michael and Marielyce Watner of
Highland Avenue and James and
Judy Ng of Cleveland Avenue.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will take place on Mon-
day, April 9, 7:30 p.m., at the mu-
nicipal B\building, 425 East Broad
Street.

tee, comprised of Ms. Todisco,
Louis Petruzzelli and Mike Martin.
Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer
Sandy Bruns, auditor Warren
Korecky and Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma provide input.

Some of the biggest offsets in the
budget were about $41,000 in lower
payments to the police pension
fund, set by the state, and $14,000
in lower utility costs, a savings Mr.
Petruzzelli attributed to retrofitting
the borough with energy-efficient
lighting.

The borough has seen a tax in-
crease every year since 2001, Ms.
Bruns said, and although the smallest
increase in 12 years was welcome by
most, Councilman Jim Mathieu
sounded less than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of
neighbor, a second generation
Garwood resident, who lost his job
and was forced to sell his home on
which he paid $9,300 in property
taxes. His home has dropped in
asking price from “the 3’s” to at last
look, $279,000. The neighbor’s bro-
ker has told the seller that the home’s
property taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to see
people chased out. So forgive me if
I don’t break out into the congratu-
lations.”

The budget includes a 1.75 per-
cent raise for all of the borough’s
non-union employees. Ms. Todisco
asked for the council’s input on the
raise, as she did on increasing the
volunteer firefighters’ and ambu-
lance personnel Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP) pay-
ments.

The LOSAP payments have not
increased since the program was
enacted in 2000, and the committee
recommended the maximum hike
of about $450, or 38 percent, to
$1,589 per person who qualifies.

The recommendation added
about $20,000 to the LOSAP pro-
gram to bring it to more than
$48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism regard-
ing employee salaries. Council
President Ann Palmer said she
would support an across-the-board

1.75 increase. However, Mr.
Mathieu suggested parsing indi-
vidual employee compensation and
suggested that if an employee re-
ceived a raise in the past year or
two, than he or she should forego
one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“I’m torn, because I support it. In
concept I support it. But I know
that, unfortunately, in this economy,
until the banks open up their pock-
ets, no one’s getting raises. I know
(JP Morgan Chase Chief Executive
Officer) Jamie Dimon got a big
raise. But no one else is getting
them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by saying
he probably will end up voting for
the across-the-board pay increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Gov-
ernment Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5 per-
cent or the state-determined cost of
living allowance (or COLA),
whichever is lower. The COLA for
this year is .5 percent.

Since the budget increase of 1.21
percent exceeds the COLA, the cap
law only permits the council to ex-
ceed the limits by passing an ordi-
nance. The cap law allows the ordi-
nance to permit a 3.5 percent spend-
ing increase. That means the coun-
cil would spend 1.21 percent of a
3.5 percent increase, leaving 2.29
percent in a “cap bank” that can be
factored into the budget over the
next two years.

The concept of the cap bank drew
an immediate objection from Mr.
Mathieu, who asked if the spend-
ing increase could be limited to the
1.21 percent. Mr. Korecky said he
did not know but would check.

Despite the objection, other mem-
bers of the council voiced support,
with Ms. Palmer saying that since
there was no intention to exceed
the 1.21 percent, she had no prob-
lem with it. The council voted 5-1,
with Mr. Mathieu the lone dissenter,
to introduce the measure.

The budget will be formally in-
troduced at the semi-monthly regu-
lar meeting on March 25 with a
vote possible no sooner than 28
days later.
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WF Rec. Panel Votes to Hire
Contractor for Turf Fields

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission on Monday night
unanimously voted to recommend
retaining Applied Landscape Tech-
nologies to replace the turf fields at
Sid Faye/Houlihan.

The Montvale-based company is
the largest synthetic field builder in
the state and has managed field re-
placements at high traffic venues
including Rutgers University and
Boston College. Prior to brining the
matter to a vote, commission mem-
bers reviewed detailed technical re-
ports prepared by John Belle of the
engineering firm Kinsey Associates
and debated which of the three bid
proposals and available synthetic
turf products provided the best value
proposition for the four-acre fields.

The commission anticipates the
project will require the fields to be
decommissioned for six weeks in
the summer and has targeted early
September as the completion date
for the project.

In addition, Westfield resident Ri-
chard Albert spoke to the commis-
sion and Mr. Belle regarding the

feasibility of adding two additional
tennis courts at Tamaques Park. Ac-
cording to Mr. Albert, additional
courts would allow Westfield High
School’s varsity and junior varsity
teams to use the facilities at the
same time and the expansion could be
accomplished by relocating the hand-
ball wall and portions of the existing
playground equipment.

The commission asked Mr. Belle to
investigate this option and report back
to the commission as part of his ongo-
ing assignment to manage the re-con-
dition of the existing eight courts.

In other business, commission
members heard reports from liai-
sons from the town council and the
board of education on the ongoing
budget process. The members also
discussed the impact of the winter’s
harsh weather on the town’s fields
particularly at Gumbert Park where
large amounts of snow remain in
the parking areas and noted that
registration for membership at Me-
morial Pool was lightly ahead of
previous years with 2,078 mem-
bers presently registered.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Monday, April 7.

Board Chairman Ken Anderson said.
“This is an intrusion to that area
(since) the structures are so massive
compared to the homes.”

Several residents of Malanga Court,
whose condo properties abut the
northern edge of the substation prop-
erty, were in attendance during the
meeting to voice concerns over the
proposed new structures, and ques-
tion why the plans require the re-
moval of all of the existing trees and
shrubs located on the property.

“Have you conducted any studies
to see how these (changes) are going
to affect our property values?” ques-
tioned Malanga Court resident Will-
iam Cua. “Or what the psychological
effect will be on (us) since the scen-
ery is different?”

Due to the late hour, the board
decided the application would be
continued during its next meeting on
Thursday, April 10.
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SP Zone Bd.

Polhamus, will meet to set out its
priorities and time frames for each
aspect of the master plan, accord-
ing to Mr. Doyle, who added that he
wanted “everyone [on the board] to
have a shot” at providing input on
the master plan. Other board and
township officials, especially the
board’s attorney and professional
planner, also will be involved in the
process.

Mr. Doyle also said the board
will request that representatives
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, which had ear-
lier submitted to the planning board
a five-year plan, appear before the
planning board to review those
plans, which will have to be incor-
porated into the master plan re-
examination.

At its hour-long meeting on Mon-
day, the board also finalized action
on its February 10 approval of an
application by NJ Golf Partners
LLC to construct a cart barn and in-
ground swimming pool at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club. The existing cart barn and
pool, in the center of the golf course
property, will be removed to clear
the way for 60 age-restricted
townhouses on those 13 acres of
land.

Before approving the resolution
of approval, board members spent
time clarifying various aspects, in-
cluding the expected maximum ca-
pacity of the new swimming pool.
Mayor Kevin Glover was concerned
that even though it was anticipated
that up to about 100 golf club mem-
bers could occupy the pool, there
was no way to prevent more.

“Three hundred people could
show up,” he said, pointing to the

possibility of excessive noise dis-
turbing adjacent residents, whose
properties will be near the new pool.

Michael Lavigne, an attorney rep-
resenting NJ Golf, noted that there
are noise and decibel-level limits
already in place to avoid such a
situation. And Mr. Doyle said such
an excessive number of pool visi-
tors, as the mayor described, would
be hard to not notice unless, he
joked, they were “part of the Whis-
pering Society.” It also was pointed
out that users of the pool will be
golf club members only, not mem-
bers of the public who are not club
members.
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opment director, said salaries within
his department will rise about
$50,000 to $2.2 million in 2014. He
said the information technology
bureau will upgrade its systems and
add one employee. The bureau de-
velops, installs and maintains man-
agement information systems ap-
plications and provides application
support to user departments and
agencies.

Mr. Reyes noted that the county
launched the Union County Choices
program which provided job train-
ing to about 40 residents last year.
He said the foreclosure task force,
created in 2008, continues to help
homeowners and rental tenants by
providing a variety of resources.
Alfred Faella, county manager and
co-chair of the task force, said the
task force provided assistance to
450 families last year. Mr. Reyes
said $3.7 million of Community
Development Block Grant funds
were disbursed to 19 communities.

Road resurfacing will include
eight to 12 miles of roads to be
constructed, Mr. Reyes said. He
added that his department will con-
tinue to inspect, design, rehabili-
tate and replace the county’s bridges
and culverts, structures which al-
low water to flow underneath a road
or railroad. There are 146 bridges
and 240 culverts in the county.

Mr. Graziano and Mr. Reyes re-
ported they would like to fill the 11
vacancies that exist in their respec-
tive departments – seven in public
works, four in economic develop-
ment. Mr. Jalloh asked, “Is there a
necessity to fill?” those openings.
Mr. Faella said he will instruct all
department heads to reassess their
staffing levels and report back to
the committee before moving for-
ward with a hiring process.

County Surrogate James LaCorte
said he designed a new information

brochure and served 13,000 clients
last year. Mr. LaCorte said the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) has increased its scrutiny of
the guardianship program for inca-
pacitated adults, which will require
his department to upgrade its com-
puter systems. Mr. LaCorte said he
spoke at several social engagements
around the county and conducted
an educational seminar for senior
citizens at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Museum in Mountainside. He
said his department added evening
hours and visits to the homebound
as part of an effort to better assist
residents.

The next three budget hearings
will begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening
as follows: at the Trailside’s audito-
rium, 452 New Providence Road,
on Tuesday, March 18; Union
County administration building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, sixth floor, in
Elizabeth, on Thursday, March 20,
and at the Park Madison Building
in Plainfield, fourth floor confer-
ence room, 200 West Second Street,
on Tuesday, March 25.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

BIPARTISAN PARTY...Former Con-
gressman Mike Ferguson shares a
laugh with Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21, Westfield) at the home of Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) on Monday night.
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