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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Photo courtsey of Tom Kranz
GOING GREEN...Deb and Tom of Scotch Plains are as green as they can be at the Fanwood St. Patrick's Day fundraiser
held at the northside train station on Saturday.

Sara Magnola-Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE POWER TO YOU...During their March 6 meeting, the Scotch Plains
Board Zoning Board of Adjustment heard a lengthy application by PSE&G
regarding renovations and upgrades to the substation located at 1520 Front
Street.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIPARTISAN PARTY...Dignitaries gather at the Westfield home of Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) during a Meet and Greet on Monday night.
Pictured, from left to right, are: former Governor Don DiFrancesco, Asm.
Bramnick, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield), Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) and Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.

Consolidation Panel
Still Looking for Funding

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission held another
brief meeting last Wednesday night.
The commission is still exploring
foundation support to fund the study
to determine the viability of merg-
ing the two communities, which
must be done before moving for-
ward with the idea.

It is the hope of commission mem-
bers to garner funding so they can
send out requests for proposals for
someone or some organization to
do the study and get paid for it.

Commission Chairman Don
Parisi said he met with a represen-

tative of a large foundation last week
and the response was encouraging.
He further said the foundation did
not require that the group attain
non-profit or 503c status. Mr. Parisi
declined to name the foundation at
this point.

Mr. Parisi also said that he, Sarah
Dreikorn and Bruce Arthur were
working on a PowerPoint presenta-
tion to be used in attracting founda-
tions to their cause. He said letters
had gone out to New Jersey state
legislators informing them of the
commission’s purpose. Finance
committee member Fred Lange said
he had attempted to apply to a foun-
dation, but was told to wait until

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Municipal Budget
To Increase $154,433

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood
homeowners would see their prop-
erty tax increase by about $44 un-
der the budget put forth by the bor-
ough council’s finance committee,
a hike Chairwoman Sara Todisco
says is the smallest in 12 years.

The figure is 1.21 percent more
than 2013 for a home assessed at
$100,000 value and is the result of
a $7.6-million budget that was un-
veiled March 6 at a special meeting
of the council. The budget is
$154,433 more than a year ago.

Among the biggest increases in
the 55-page document were about
$37,000 to a total of $535,366 for
the Raritan Valley Sewerage Au-
thority, $55,000 for various con-
tractual obligations and $25,000 in
additional employee health care
costs.

It also included an additional
$46,000 for the implementation of
affordable housing plans and rede-
velopment “reflected in studies and

plans shown on the planning board
budget,” Ms. Todisco said, as well
as the hiring of a 16th police officer
to begin work mid-year.

“Some increases in this budget
reflect the need and desire of the
council to make additions, or
changes, to improve Garwood,” she
said.

The hiring of the additional po-
lice officer, Ms. Todisco said, will
be especially helpful when the
Westfield senior housing building
is completed at the site of the old St.
Anne’s School on Second Avenue.
It will also be beneficial when
hoped-for redevelopment occurs at
the abandoned industrial proper-
ties of the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue and the
Casale Industries sheet metal fac-
tory on South Avenue.

The tax increase is less than half
of last year’s $95 per home as-
sessed at $100,000. It also is less
than a third of the initial tax impact
of $156 formulated by the commit-
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PSE&G Plans Renovations to
Front Street Substation

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During its
March 6 meeting, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment heard a
lengthy application by PSE&G re-
garding renovations and upgrades to
the substation located at 1520 Front
Street.

The attorney representing PSE&G,
Glenn Kienz of Weiner Lesniak LLP,
told the board the applicant had hoped
to present the site plans for approval
sooner, but that discussions with
members of the community had re-
sulted in significant redesigns to the

original plans submitted.
“The new buildings and redesign

make for more practical use and more
reliable service,” Mr. Kienz told the
board.

In addition to seeking final site
plan approval, the applicant is seek-
ing a height variance for proposed
115-foot steel A-Frames, which are
needed to transport power down from
the existing 230-foot-high monopoles
to the facility.

The high-voltage transmissions
lines that run over the right of way
through Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have been in place since the 1920s,

and the existing substation has been
located at 1520 Front Street since
1956.

PSE&G also is seeking relief for
the northeast property setback, which
is proposed at 22 feet versus the re-
quired 25 feet.

Mr. Kienz told the board that
PSE&G had completed and submit-
ted both sound and storm water re-
ports as part of its application, both
showing the proposed site will meet
state guidelines.

During his testimony, PSE&G
Project Manager Michael Luciani,
who is responsible for upgrading
PSE&G’s transmission system
around the state, told the board
PSE&G is upgrading the substation
to 690k volts (kV) in response to
increased demand.

“We are upgrading to a safer, more
adequate system so there will be less
outages,” Mr. Luciani said. “The ca-
pacity for this area has grown tre-
mendously. The load demand is too
great (so) the current system for the
area is at capacity. From 2012 to
2022 we expect the demand/load to
increase by 12 percent.”

The proposed site plan includes
the 115-foot steel A-Frames, as well
as several 40- and 55-foot lightning
masts, a 34-foot, 6-inch 230kV GIS
building, a 34-foot 69kV GIS build-
ing, and a 21-foot, 6-inch control
house.

Additionally, PSE&G added a 20-
foot-tall acoustical fence on the side
of the property that borders a resi-
dential area. PSE&G amended the
original plans to include the upgraded
fence – in place of the standard eight-
foot-tall barbed-wire topped, green
mesh fence.

The adjacent baseball field, which
is partially located on the PSE&G-
owned lot, will not be affected or
closed down as a result of the renova-
tion.

“These are massive buildings, so I
am trying to understand the need,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Planning Board Set
For Master Plan Review

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will step up its work on
re-examining the township’s mas-
ter plan, a process that will result in
a formal re-examination report and
re-adoption by 2017.

Joseph Doyle, chairman of the
board’s master plan review subcom-
mittee, briefed board members on
Monday about his plans for the re-
examination. The township’s mas-
ter plan — which serves as the basis
for the adoption of planning and
zoning ordinances and regulations

— was last updated in 2001, with
the re-examination report adopted
in 2007. A re-examination report is
required every 10 years in order to
give local officials a chance to take
into account changing demograph-
ics, economic trends, new zoning

and planning mandates and laws,
development changes and other
such matters.

The subcommittee, comprised of
Mr. Doyle, Theresa Flood, Robert
LaCosta, Jeffrey Strauss and Rich

Photo courtsey of Tom Kranz
TOP ’O THE MORNIN’...Mayor Colleen Mahr and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) welcome the crowd and celebrate the Irish at the St. Patrick’s
Day fundriaser held Saturday at the Fanwood Train Station.  Fanwood Council
members, Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, and Brian Walter and Brian Costello,
owners of Oh'Brian's Pourhouse, which sponsored the event, were also in on the fun.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Hold First of
Four Budget Meetings
By LANCE TUPPER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
formally introduce the 2014 budget
at its regular meeting tonight. Free-
holder Mohamed Jalloh, fiscal af-
fairs committee chairman, said the
budget is scheduled for adoption
on Thursday, April 10.

In the first of four budget hear-
ings, the committee reviewed on
Tuesday the spending requests of
three departments – public works,
economic development and surro-
gate. The majority of the 90-minute
meeting, held at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains, focused on public
works expenditures.

During the public works discus-
sion, Department of Public Works
and Facilities Management Direc-
tor Joseph Graziano, Sr. said he was
proud of the way his group in 2013
“addressed the Superstorm Sandy
problems throughout the county.”
He added that with the help of vari-
ous police, fire and emergency man-
agement units, “the work was done
in a 30-day window.”

Mr. Graziano said his department
repaired 800 potholes in 2013. He
noted that road paving and resur-
facing work was completed in-
house, which saved money by “us-
ing our own staff and equipment.”
He said he plans to upgrade the
information technology to give resi-
dents the ability to report potholes
directly on his department’s
website. Mr. Graziano said if resi-
dents provide their contact infor-
mation, they would be notified once
the repairs are completed.

Mr. Graziano said the county
achieved an overall recycling rate
of 66 percent, which is the highest
rate in the state. He said he plans to
begin a county-wide compliance as-
sistance and education program for
commercial businesses and instruct
school custodial staff to improve
recycling in schools.

Mr. Jalloh noted a spending re-
quest increase of $53,000, or 60
percent, for overtime pay in the
facilities management division. He
asked Mr. Graziano if hiring an
additional seasonal or full-time
employee could help mitigate over-
time expenses. Mr. Graziano ex-
plained snow this winter often had
to be removed overnight from the
downtown area streets and parking
lots in Elizabeth, which necessi-
tated the overtime pay. He said he
would evaluate hiring an additional
employee.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked
Mr. Graziano about salary increases
at Runnels Specialized Hospital.
Mr. Graziano explained that out-
side contracts for boiler service, air
conditioning, plumbing and land-
scaping have increased in price, but
hospital employee salaries have re-
mained flat. Mr. Graziano said he
has redeployed hospital employees
at other county-owned buildings to
assist with tasks such as carpentry
and office furniture repair. Free-
holder Chairman Christopher
Hudak said he would like to see
employees integrated more effi-
ciently and urged Mr. Graziano to
“stretch out those salary dollars even
further.”

William Reyes, economic devel-

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 18
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-8, 17
Obituary ........ 8

Education.......9, 16-17, 19
Sports ............ 11-14
Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds ..... 17
A&E .............. 19-20


