
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 6, 2014 Page 19

S
U
M
M
E
R

2013
STARLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 2-5
June 30-Aug. 1 
Mon - Fri   8:30 -12:30pm 
Dance, voice and acting 
Show: ALADDIN KIDS

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 6-9 
June 30-August 1  
Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 plus
Afternoon Stage Craft Program Avail
Dance, voice and acting 
Show:SHREK THE MUSICAL

CENTER STAGE
Grades 9-12 by audition
June 30 to August 3 
Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30 
Dance, Voice, & Acting 
Auditions March 1-9th
Two fully staged shows: 
RENT & A ROAD TRIP

PCPAPINEDA CONSERVATORY

2014 ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:
CRANFORD DRAMATIC  CLUB THEATRE

 www.pinedaconservatory.com

Last season 
shows:

101 Dalmations
Little Mermaid
Guys & Dolls

“Pompeii”
Molten Mediocrity
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Paul W.S. Anderson’s
“Pompeii,” incorporating a fictitious
love story within the hypothesized
depiction of the volcanic decimation
now synonymous with the ancient
title city, is neither as bad as I feared,
nor as good as I had hoped. File it
under typical violence and special
effects fodder for the Saturday night
crowd.

Then again, how many disaster
flicks open with a quote from Pliny
the Younger, acknowledged eyewit-
ness to the horror, who wrote, “In the
darkness some prayed for help, oth-
ers for death?” Of course, that token
of legitimacy aside, historical accu-
racy is doubtlessly limited by box
office considerations. And even if the
academic resolve were there, a dearth
of facts still confounds historians and
archeologists, especially a 3-month
discrepancy (either August 24, or
November 23, 79 A.D.) as to the date
of the tragedy.

But such uncertainties aren’t
brought to bear in this violent
chronicle which, aside from a de-
cided bent toward sensationalism and
star-crossed love, manages to insert
an astutely cynical note or two about
government, empire and the almighty
coin of realm. While we’re a bit sub-
tler now, and can sure spin a decep-
tive euphemism, we are reminded
that the treacheries attending said
unholy alliance haven’t changed
much in two millenniums.

Tossed into the nightmare of his
epoch’s ugly inequities, little Milo is
the sole survivor of the slaughter vis-
ited on his Celtic horse tribe by the
Roman Senator Corvus (Kiefer
Sutherland), hereafter to be referred
to as the bad guy. He’s the kind you
sure hope gets his share of lava when
what goes around comes plopping
down.

Portrayed by Kit Harington, Milo
grows to adulthood courtesy of his
prodigious fighting abilities.
Though falling into Roman slavery,
he quickly generates legendary
gladiator buzz in his native Britan-
nia. It earns him a trade to Graecus
(Joe Pingue), a wealthy Pompeiian
looking to profit from the hinter-
land sensation. If you haven’t
guessed, Milo’s the good guy…a bit
smallish as heroes go, but he’ll do.

At least regally attractive Cassia
thinks so. Played by Emily Brown-
ing, she’s the daughter of a rich
merchant, kind of jaded and bored,
especially by the dudes she met on a
recent stay in Rome. But her heart’s
in the right place, evidenced by her
kindness on the road from Rome
when she allows our super slave to
minister mercy on a suffering horse.
You can guess the upshot.

But just to make matters a bit
dicier, the verboten amour de coeur
between aristocrat and disenfran-

chised horseman is turned into a
deadly triangle. You see, Corvus,
who personally killed Milo’s mom
as the toddler watched, was chief
among the boors who earned Cassia’s
displeasure back in the Big Fig. Now,
hoping to mix business with plea-
sure and ply some blackmail on dad,
the scum has followed her back to
Pompeii.

One must pity the poor soul who
ventures into the theater truly ex-
pecting a better melodrama than the
hackneyed window dressing that
winds itself around the ominously
inevitable. It’s just a pretext to view
the horror that is implicitly
promised…a modicum of pretense
to assure that they were barbarians,
whereas we are not.

However, for those who don’t care
about appearances, and are actually
seeking an adult version of building
an elaborate structure of blocks and
then jumping on it from the couch,
be assured that ultimately everything
falls down and goes boom ad nau-
seam. Rendered in 3-D via the latest
CGI techniques, all manner of dev-
astation corroborates young Pliny’s
report with unremitting vengeance.
Watch that a column doesn’t hit you.

Still, while it’s probably the next
best thing to being there, others who
need further excuse to immerse in
the visceral morass and doom of
Armageddon may appreciate the
scenic depiction. Although the art
department had limited archeologi-
cal material to draw upon, the archi-
tecture, furnishings and appurte-
nances so colorfully extrapolated
might supply some ideas to those
thinking of decorating the manse in
a Pompeiian theme.

That said, I don’t like how this
film ends. Oh, I don’t mean the big,
inevitable comeuppance, though I
do prefer to avoid natural disasters
both real and portrayed whenever
possible. Rather, it’s the romance at
the heart of the viciousness to which
I refer. These are fictitious folk with
no claims on the director for accu-
racy. I won’t give it away, yet I must
wonder what the filmmaker thinks
of his projected audience to con-
clude matters the way he does.

But let’s face it: The majority of
those who will attend this clichéd
exercise in special effects and neo
nihilism don’t give a hoot what some
critic has to say. Bearing that in
mind, the purpose here is to save any
would-be fence sitters from the ca-
lamitous mistake of paying to see
“Pompeii,” while still perhaps fo-
menting an appetite for an indepen-
dent study of the disaster.

…
“Pompeii,” rated PG-13, is a

TriStar Pictures release directed by
Paul W.S. Anderson and stars Kit
Harington, Emily Browning and
Kiefer Sutherland. Running time:
105 minutes

Public Invited To WF School
Spring Musicals and Concerts

Kim and Reggie Harris
Return to Westfield

Rock Performance Workshop
Begins New Session

ROCK ON…The Rock Performance Workshop band members, known as
“Wrong Direction,” recently finished a successful appearance at the Crossroads
in Garwood. Pictured, left to right, are: William Rehwinkel (keys), Matt Latowsky
(guitar), Ben Tipton (drums), Jasmine McMorran (vocals), Ebony Payne (bass),
Philip Rehwinkel (guitar) and Aidan Pine (guitar ).

WESTFIELD —  The Rock Per-
formance Workshop, directed by gui-
tarist Glen Brown and percussionist
John Bryan, will continue with a new
session, beginning Saturday, March 8,
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) in Westfield.

The group is accepting enrollment
for teens with one year of playing
experience on guitar, bass, drums, pi-
ano, sax and trumpet, with a particular
call for bassists and drummers. Vocal-
ists are also encouraged to enroll. The
band members will meet on Saturday
evenings at the NJWA studios, located
at 150-152 East Broad Street,

Westfield.
Session 1, which runs from 6 to 7:30

p.m., is for returning members. Session
2, which meets from 7:30 to 9 p.m., is
for new members. The program con-
sists of 12 weeks of coached rehears-
als, culminating in a live performance.

The Rock Performance Workshop is
one of the many programs of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a 501 ©
3 non-profit organization.

To find out more about this work-
shop or any program of the NJWA, call
(908) 789-9696, visit the NJWA stu-
dios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its 14th season by presenting Kim and
Reggie Harris in concert. The concert
will take place on Saturday, March 15,
at the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (corner
of North Avenue) in Westfield. Doors
will open at 7:30 p.m. and the concert
begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $19 on
line and $24 at the door.

This concert will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Fund. Tickets can
be purchased online in advance – at the
discounted price – by going to: https:/
/kimandreggie.eventbrite.com.

Kim and Reggie Harris are dynamic
and superbly talented traditional folk
performers, whose captivating stage
presence and unique harmonies has
earned the respect and love of audi-
ences throughout the United States,
Canada and Europe for over 30 years.
They are unique in their ability to enter-
tain audiences of any age and back-
ground as they blend their talents as
singers, songwriters, educators, inter-
preters of history and cultural advo-
cates.

Consummate musicians and story-
tellers, Kim and Reggie combine a
strong folk and gospel legacy with a
solid background in classical, rock,
jazz and pop music. Creative curiosity,
years of road and stage experience and

interactions with performers such as
Pete Seeger, Jay Leno, Tom Paxton,
Bernice Johnson Reagon, Harry
Belafonte and others, has led them to
produce music that entertains and in-
spires. Born and raised in Philadelphia,
a city rich in cultural and musical heri-
tage, Kim and Reggie’s early exposure
to the diversity of musical styles and
genres was nurtured in the schools and
churches of their youth.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is a seven-show series run-
ning from October through May at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. The series continues with
Carsie Blanton on Saturday, April 26,
and concludes with David Wilcox on
Sunday, May 31.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series supports the following chari-
ties: Homefirst (Plainfield), Habitat for
Humanity (Plainfield), the Commu-
nity Food Bank of NJ (Hilside) and the
Keith Knost Special Needs Fund
(Mountainside). Each beneficiary has
at least one concert dedicated to it
during the season. The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series is spon-
sored by Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery at
104 Elm Street in Westfield and is
further supported by a generous grant
from the Westfield Service League,
and a few other private donations –
which are encouraged.

WESTFIELD — The Fine Arts
Department of the Westfield Public
Schools invites the public to attend
any of the 40 musical events sched-
uled for this spring. Approximately
2,500 students in grades kindergar-
ten through high school will be per-
forming district-wide. All concerts
are free and begin at 7 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. School addresses
are available on the district website
at www.westfieldnjk12.org. The
dates and locations for the spring
concerts are listed below. In addi-
tion, Westfield High School (WHS),
Edison Intermediate School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School will
be performing in musicals – also
listed below.

Date School And Concert:
3/7/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate

School Spring Musical – “13”– 7:30
p.m.

3/8/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Spring Musical – 13 – 7:30
p.m.

3/9/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Spring Musical – 13 – 2
p.m.

3/13/14 - Westfield High School
Spring Musical – Anyone Can
Whistle – 7:30 p.m.

3/14/14 - Westfield High School
Spring Musical – Anyone Can
Whistle – 7:30 p.m.

3/15/14 - Westfield High School
Spring Musical – Anyone Can Whistle
– 7:30 p.m.

3/20/14 - Lincoln School Sing-a-
Long 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 1:15, and
2:15 p.m.

3/27/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Spring Musical – The Little
Mermaid – 4 p.m.

3/28/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Spring Musical – The Little
Mermaid – 7:30 p.m.

3/29/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Spring Musical – The Little
Mermaid – 7:30 p.m.

3/25/14 - Westfield High School
Madrigal Dessert – 7:30 p.m.

4/10/14 Westfield High School
Jazz / Percussion – 7:30 p.m.

5/2/14 Westfield High School/
Edison/Roosevelt Jazz Night at
WHS.

5/9/14 - Westfield High School
May-Hem (non-audition entertain-
ment, may include: songs, skits,
monologues, stand-up comedy rou-
tines and dance numbers)

5/10/14 - Westfield High School
May-Hem (same as above)

5/12/14- Washington Chorus
5/15/14 - All Elementary Begin-

ners Strings at Edison Intermediate
School

5/19/14 - Franklin Advanced Band
5/19/14 - Jefferson Band and Cho-

rus
5/19/14 - Wilson Chorus
5/20/14 - Westfield High School

Choral – 7:30 p.m.
5/21/14 - McKinley Band and

Chorus
5/21/14 - Washington Band
5/22/14 - Tamaques Band and

Chorus
5/22/14 - Wilson Band
5/22/14 - Franklin Chorus
5/27/14 - Franklin Intermediate

Band
5/28/14 - All Elementary Inter-

mediate Strings at EIS
5/29/14 - Westfield High School

Orchestra – 7:30 p.m.
6/2/14 - Westfield High School

Band – 7:30 p.m.
6/3/14 - Edison Intermediate

School Concert Series 1
6/3/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate

School Concert Series 1
6/4/14 - All City Festival – 7:30

p.m. at WHS Auditorium
6/5/14 - Edison Intermediate

School Concert Series 2
6/5/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate

School Concert Series 2
6/5/14 - Sights and Sounds Art/

Writing and Arranging (art students
create a drawing; W&A students
write the music to go along with that
mood/feeling represented in the
drawing.

6/9/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Concert Series 3

6/9/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Concert Series 3

6/10/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Concert Series 4

6/12/14 - Lincoln School Celebra-
tion 9:30; 10:30 a.m.; 1:15; and 2:15
p.m.

Poetry Reading to Feature
Priscilla Orr and Chuck Tripi

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, March
18, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center
on Watson Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine
Avenue.) The evening’s reading will
feature two distinguished New Jer-
sey poets, Priscilla Orr and Chuck
Tripi.

Priscilla Orr teaches literature and
writing at Sussex County Commu-
nity College and she is a poet for the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Program.
She is the founding editor of the
Stillwater Review and the founding
director of the Betty June Silconas
Poetry Center. Priscilla is the recipi-
ent of a fellowship from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts. Her
published work includes “Jugglers
and Tides” and “Losing the Hori-
zon,” both from Hannacroix Creek
Books.

Chuck Tripi turned to a life of
study and poetry when a medical
condition ended his career as an air-

line pilot. He is a founding partner of
the Paulinskill Poetry Project, a liter-
ary press and resource for poets of
the Upper Delaware River Region.
His poems have appeared in Journal
of New Jersey Poets, Poetry East, Taj
Mahal Review, Natural Bridge and
other journals. He lives in Sussex
County. His most recent poetry col-
lection is “Carlo and Sophia”
(Cyberwit.net).

The Carriage House Series was
established on December 10, 1998,
by Adele Kenny, Fanwood’s Poet
Laureate. The series is home-based
in the Patricia M. Kuran Arts Center,
an historic Gothic Revival structure
that was once a 19th century carriage
house. The March 18th reading is
free of charge and open to the public.
The featured readings will be fol-
lowed by an open reading so local
poets may each read a poem.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
v i s i t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

SPF Arts Association
Announces Meetings

SCOTCH PLAINS — The next
scheduled meeting of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) will be held on Sunday,
March 9. Primavera Luncheon is
the program, and is for members
only. All are asked to bring a piece
of their own artwork to show and
share: acrylic, oil, pastel, water-
color, graphic, photograph or sculp-
ture, which will be displayed.

In April, the monthly meeting
will be a demonstration by Andrea
Gianchiglia, who will create a por-
trait of a dog using pastel. This
meeting will be held on Sunday,
April 6.

The SPFAA meets monthly on
the second Sunday of the month.
April is an exception and will meet
on April 6 at 1 p.m.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is a group of fine art-
ists, crafters, photographers and
sculptors forming a social group to
express and enjoy their talents. All
are welcome who want to use their
creative skills to share, appreciate
and grow with others. A main goal
of the Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is the integration of the
arts into daily life. We strive to achieve
this through informative demonstra-

tions, discussions and group trips.
Visit the SPFAA website at

SPFAA.net or call President Sandra
Cerchio, at (908) 868-8909 for more
information.

In January, the Scotch Plains Fan-
wood Arts Association moved to a
new location and time. They meet the
second Sunday of each month from 1
– 3 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch
Plains.

Making Math Fun is Focus
Of College Club Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Overcoming a fear
of math, especially at a young age, is
the subject of the College Woman’s
Club of Westfield’s benefit luncheon
to be held on Wednesday, March 12,
at 11:30 a.m. at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield. The luncheon is
$60 per person and all proceeds ben-
efit the club’s scholar-
ship program.

Guest speaker Laura
Bilodeau Overdeck,
founder of Bedtime
Math, will explore the
ways in which math can
become either a stum-
bling block or a launch-
ing pad towards careers
in science, technology,
engineering or math
(STEM).

Using games,
puzzles and examples from her
books, Ms. Overdeck will challenge
attendees to experience math in a
new and playful way.

A graduate of Princeton and
Wharton, Ms. Overdeck founded Bed-
time Math to encourage young chil-
dren to enjoy math at an early age
using fun nightly problems. Her first
book garnered widespread attention
and led to a second, “Bedtime Math 2:
This Time It’s Personal,” as well as a
nonprofit foundation that will soon

launch a nationwide after-school math
club. She credits her own education in
the Westfield school system with in-
spiring her love of the subject.

In addition to her work with Bed-
time Math, Ms. Overdeck is involved
with several non-profits focused on
STEM and has served on the boards of

the Liberty Science Cen-
ter, Drew University,
Governor’s School of
N.J., and the Johns
Hopkins’ Center for Tal-
ented Youth. She was
raised in Westfield and
lives in Short Hills with
her husband and three
children.

Founded in 1917 to
further higher education
for women, the College
Woman’s Club awards

scholarships to young women from
Westfield on the basis of academics,
leadership and financial need. The
annual spring luncheon is the club’s
largest fundraiser, with all proceeds
from ticket sales and raffle items ben-
efiting scholarships.

To reserve a seat at the luncheon
and request a copy of “Bedtime Math”
and “Bedtime Math 2” for signing,
email cwc.westfield@gmail.com. For
additional information, visit the club’s
website at www.cwclubwestfield.com.

Photo courtesy of Kathryn Huang
 Laura Bilodeau Overdeck

Rotary Scholarship
Applications Due March 10

WESTFIELD – The deadline for
graduating seniors to submit their
applications to the Westfield Rotary
Club Foundation Scholarship Com-
mittee is Monday, March 10. To be
eligible applicants must be residents
of Westfield, attending Westfield High
School (WHS) or other public or
private high schools.

The Westfield Rotary Club Foun-
dation Scholarship Program is the
oldest and largest in the town having
awarded nearly $2.5 million in schol-
arships to more than 1,600 students
since its inception in 1923 according
to Elizabeth Ensslin, who chairs this
year’s scholarship selection commit-
tee. Other committee members are

Rotarians Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Phil
Richardson, Jayson Astel, Nancy
Jackson, and Marcus Millet.

WHS seniors may only apply for a
Rotary scholarship by contacting their
guidance counselor to obtain the ap-
propriate instructions and forms. Se-
niors who live in town and will be
graduating from other high schools
may download from the Rotary
website at wetfieldrotary.com and
complete the supplemental applica-
tion with its specified components
and mail to Westfield Rotary Schol-
arship Committee, C/o Westfield Area
YMCA, 220 Clark Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. Email applications will
not be accepted.

SPFHS Hosts
Senior Citizens Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Student
Government Association of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) will host Senior Citizens
Day on Wednesday, March 12, from
10 a.m.- 1 p.m. at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Senior Citi-
zens Day is an annual event in which
all senior citizens from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are invited to
attend.

Those in attendance will be
treated to breakfast and lunch, as
well as live entertainment includ-
ing a performance by Irish step
dancers and the SPFHS Repertory
Theatre, as well as trivia games,
bingo, and much, much more.

For more in contact Elyse
Freudenfels by email at
elyse.nd.gmail.com or by phone at
(973)-650-4315.

really special to me since my mother
emigrated here [from the Dominican
Republic] when she was 15.”

One of the most difficult moments
for him to portray in the show, he said,
was when his character struggles with
emotion thinking about his parents who
are dead. “I’m lucky that both of my
parents are alive, but my director said to
just let out emotion in that scene, go
with it, and it seems to work.”

Because of the grueling rehearsal
schedule, Charlie had to take a leave of
absence from his job so that he could
attend rehearsals six days a week. “It
takes a lot of commitment to be in a
show, but I wouldn’t trade it for any-
thing,” said the performer who learned
“never say never.”
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Charlie Centinaro

Red Breasted Nuthatch
By Sandra Cerchio


