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SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Lubarsky Details Information
On March 11 Bond Referendum
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
voters will head to the election polls
this Tuesday, March 11, to vote on a
$19.5-million bond referendum for
improvements and upgrades at the
borough’s two public schools,
Deerfield and Beechwood.
The proposal includes $17 million in
work at Deerfield and $2.4 million at
Beechwood. If voters pass the referendum, the state will fund $7.9 million of
the $19.5-million bond, amounting to
40 percent of the cost per section 5 of
the Educational Facilities Construction
and Financing Act, with the remainder
paid out of local taxes. The local tax
impact, according to the district, will be

$284 per year on a home assessed at
$264,000. The owner o a home assessed at $264,000 paid an average of
$4,917 in school taxes last year. The
total school tax in the borough was
$14,351,445 in support of a budget of
$15,216,333.
If voters reject the question, local
taxpayers would pay 100 percent of the
costs. The bond will be borrowed over
20 years.
Work at Deerfield will include: conversion from steam and electric heat to
a hot water system at a total cost of $4.2
million; infrastructure improvements
totaling $7.3 million, including replacement of roof gutters and leaders, HVAC
replacement for the main office, gym
and cafeteria, removal of classroom

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

STAMP SHOW...Stamp enthusiasts enjoy the selection at the Westfield Stamp
Club's annual show at the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building
on Saturday.

Cranford Committee Begins
Review of Municipal Budget
By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Monday began its
review of the 2014 municipal budget, which will be formally introduced at the end of the month.
Spending requests of four departments – public works, fire, municipal court and municipal clerk —
were examined, with the majority
of the two-hour meeting dedicated
to public works expenditures.
Township Administrator Terence
Wall told the committee that “consistent with your philosophy” he
instructed all municipal department
heads to keep their expenditure requests flat. Mr. Wall noted the current economic environment and the
increased contractual salary obligations as the primary constraints
he had to work with. He said each
department is aware that its “mission” is to “make do with less”
while still being able to “provide

the services people expect.”
Mr. Wall said the “budget process is iterative and ongoing,” and
that further meetings will be held to
evaluate other department spending requests and discuss other specific items, including an update on
the current salary negotiations with
the unions. The upcoming budget
proposal will be Mr. Wall’s first
since taking over as administrator
in November, replacing Joseph
Hartnett who resigned last summer.
During the public works discussion, Director Steve Wardell said
he kept his spending request “as
flat as possible,” mindful of the
ongoing contractual salary negotiations. Mr. Wardell noted total
overtime paid for snow removal was
less than the amount budgeted for
last year. As a result, a surplus of
about $50,000 can be moved to a
reserve account and carried over
into this year.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

TEEN ANGST…Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield will present the musical, 13, on Friday and Saturday, March 7 and 8, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 9,
at 2 p.m. at Roosevelt, 301 Clark Street, Westfield. Tickets are $8 in advance; $10 at
the door. For ticket information, e-mail Nina at RooseveltTickets@gmail.com or call
(908) 789-4560 for box office. This show is presented through special arrangement
with Music Theatre International. Pictured, standing are: Nicole Player, Duncan
Cook, Nick Guerriero, Julian Mazzola and Kimmi Zimmermann. Seated are:
Lauren Singer, Andrew Zanfagna and Christopher Culhane.

carpeting, asbestos abatement, and removal of wood paneling in corridors,
replacement of corridor ceilings and
lighting, and window replacement; security and lighting upgrades of $1.8
million, including replacement of a
security exterior door and upgrades to
the public address and burglar alarm
and surveillance and access control
systems, as well as ADA and HVAC
upgrades and toilet renovations of $3.1
million and AV/IT upgrades totaling
$749,490.
Beechwood improvements will include roof replacement and rooftop
heat exchange replacement at $1.4
million; security and life safety upgrades, including public address and
burglar alarm upgrades for a cost of
$585,338; lighting upgrades of
$61,500, and $251,550 in AV/IT upgrades and $103,200 in site work and
drainage. The security systems at both
schools will include card swipe and
identification systems for staff and visitors.
During an interview at The Westfield
Leader offices on Friday, Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky said
the state only released approval letters
for the financing per bonding on February 3. “We had planned for at least a
three-month campaign; it became a
four-month campaign” in the community to pass the referendum. The Mountainside CitizensAction Committee has
been attending community events to
educate the community on the referendum.
“We really tried to provide them
(community) with the specific information that’s relevant to them — property values; the idea that a no vote is not
going to make this go away. A no vote
is only going to create a more expensive project,” she said.
“This is an opportunity for the public
to bring their taxes that they are paying
back to our district,” Ms. Lubarsky
said.
She said the district had originally
planned to utilize a state grant, but the
district learned that the grant would
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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PANCAKE PALS...Joe Hickman and Ron Swift flip pancakes at the Westfield Rotary Club's Annual Pancake Breakfast
at Westfield High School on Saturday morning.

Westfield Council Discusses Prelim.
Budget; Honors Rescue Squad
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular
conference session on Tuesday, the
Westfield Town Council received a
preliminary budget proposal from
Finance Policy Committee Chairman Sam Della Fera and Town Administrator James Gildea.
“We have a proposed budget,”
stated Councilman Della Fera. “It’s
one I know that I am very proud of.
The Finance Policy Committee is
very pleased to recommend it to the
mayor and our fellow council members.”
If approved, Westfield’s budget
for 2014 will be approximately
$38,745,396. Taking into account
the town’s projected revenue of

Westfield BOE Introduces
Tentative 2014-2015 Budget
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – District Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan introduced the tentative school budget for
2014-2015 at Tuesday evening’s
Westfield Board of Education meeting. The board also honored seven
high-school seniors who are finalists
for the National Merit Scholarship
Awards and heard a presentation on
virtual technology from Brian Auker,
the district’s chief technology officer.
The proposed local tax levy for this
budget is $88,967,133. Last year’s
(2013-2014) was $86,360,677, an
increase of 3.02 percent. The total
increase to the average homeowner is
$290, which, according to Ms.
Sullivan, is attributable to the 2-percent tax levy state cap on tax levy
increases and debt service. The total
state aid in this year’s budget is
$4,262,535, an increase of $66,677
with a $124,000 increase in the operating budget and a $57,323 decrease
in debt service.
Last year’s was $4,195,858. The
district does not yet know the amount
of extraordinary special education
aid. The amount for 2013-2014 was
$1 million. The state aid (without
debt service aid) represents approximately 4 percent of the total budget
represented by the increase of
$124,000. The total proposed budget
for this school year is $99,519,567.
Last year’s total budget was
$98,658,532.
Board
President
Richard
Mattessich presented certificates of
achievement to National Merit Scholarship finalists Jill Rosenfield, Kristin
Hauge and Mark Gillespie. Other
Westfield High School finalists who

were not present are Alexander Beals,
Rachel Holtzman, Alexandra
Mossawir and Lily Wang. Mr.
Mattessich said, “This is the largest
group to attain this honor in more
than a decade. It is a tribute to
Westfield High School, which is
achieving academic excellence.”
Mr. Auker told the board that over
the next three years the district should
plan to finance an upgrade to virtual
technology, which he said could cost
from $500,000 to over $1 million.
Board members said they will have to
determine how to finance the upgrade.
Amy Flax, representing a group of
parents, asked the board to consider
upgrading the auditoriums of the district schools. “The community is invited to attend many school events
and they should be able to hear and
see well,” she said. She suggested
new sound boards and new lighting
as well as new seating.
The scheduled public meetings
dealing with the budget are: Tuesday,

$12,476,246, the tax burden for
Westfield residents will be
$26,269,149.
According to Mr. Gildea, the increase in spending for the municipal budget is less than 1 percent.
The budget meets the state’s requirements of the 2-percent tax levy
cap law.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment
in the Town of Westfield, will see
their taxes increased by $78, or
$6.50 a month.
“We do a lot of good things in this
town with this budget,” stated Mr.
Della Fera. “It continues what has
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Discusses
Snow Removal Efforts
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Mountainside Borough Council tackled a full
agenda at its Tuesday night session
including an extensive discussion of
the recent snow removal efforts.
Since January 2014, the community
has spent $280,000 on snow removal
and approximately $60,000 for salt.
Ronald Romak, director of public
works, updated the public on his
staff’s efforts to address the large
number of potholes caused by the
recent weather conditions. According to Mr. Romak, over the last several weeks more than 4,000 pounds
of fill has been used to do emergency
pothole repairs.
The council took under advisement
a road opening permit request for

1107 Maple Court. The homeowner
is unable to operate his family’s newly
purchased and installed generator because the underground gas line is too
narrow. The street was paved in 2011
and is subject to a five-year moratorium on digging.
The smooth operation of the Mountainside Community Pool was a top
priority. The council approved the
appointment of the members of the
summer pool management staff and
awarded BandK Corp. the right to
operate the pool’s snack bar.
In other business, the council approved the appointments of Jeffery
Faulks, Troy Jalbert, Andrew Meeks,
Casey Olohan and Victor Pereira as
volunteer firefighters.
The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, March 18, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton

ONE-SEAT RIDE...Mayors, past and present, jump on board the first one-seat
ride from Fanwood to Penn Station in New York City on Monday. Pictured, left
to right, are: Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and former Westfield Mayor Tom Jardim.
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SPF Board of Education
Receives $2.9 Mil. In Aid
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS…Nick Tsapatsaris, seated at right, testifies
for nearly three hours before the February 26 meeting of the Garwood
Planning Board to gain approval to rebuild his South Avenue properties
(photo at top) into a four-story apartment and retail building, shown in
background. See story page 3.

Lubarsky Interview

Westfield Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

exclude all interior improvements
and that the district would be required to pay interest payments on
the grant as the state is borrowing
money to fund the grant. Interest
payments would also have to be
included within the district’s operating budget.
State officials told the district that
if it went with debt service the state
would pay 40 percent of the cost,
exterior and interior.
“That’s when we had to change
gears because we couldn’t afford to
lose $5 million (per the grant) of 40
percent discounted money,” she
said. “Because that would have cost
the district almost double to make
those repairs” if the district had
gone with a grant instead of bonding. She said debt service bonding
gives Mountainside “the most bang
for the buck.”
When asked what would happen
if the state does not provide the
funding, Ms. Lubarsky responded,
“they (the state) has never reneged”
on this type of financing, according
to the district’s bond counsel.
“This is a contract that we are
entering into with the state,” she
said. “I don’t know what would
happen if the state defaults.”
Ms. Lubarsky said The Leader’s
editorial last week that said the district was not forthcoming with information, “was extremely damaging and not true” and was “unfair.”
She said videos on the district’s
website, flyers and past Leader articles are just a few methods the
district has been using to communicate with residents about the bond
referendum.
When asked how the borough’s
schools became in such disrepair,
Ms. Lubarsky said in 2010 when Governor Chris Christie took over he

made “severe cuts in state aid” at the
same time there was a “big increase
in educational mandates” including
technology. She said the district “had
to make difficult choices,” which
were, “do you fund mandated programs or do you repair buildings?”
“Because the state mandates were
immediate needs,” the district put a
band aid on some of the repairs “and
you moved onto the next year crossing your fingers,” she said. “And this
happened year after year after year.
We are definitely not the only district
in this situation who had to make
these difficult choices.”
“And so the buildings continued to
deteriorate and while you attempt to
make your education programs improve, all of a sudden the physical
plant is having an impact on the education,” she said.
Ms. Lubarsky said the district could
not use surplus funds since the
Christie Administration took the funding that was not dedicated because
Mountainside did not have a maintenance fund at the time, but has recently established a maintenance reserve fund.
Ms. Lubarsky said. When asked if
the district was planning to do solar
energy on the roofs, Ms. Lubarsky
said, “It isn’t something we considered because we only wanted to do
the essentials. And there is enough
energy cost savings built in, that
$127,000 that we will realize annually” in roofing and lighting improvements and the new Deerfield heating
system.
“These repairs and renovations
have to be completed regardless of
the outcome of the referendum and this
is an opportunity [for taxpayers] to pay
less to do them (per state funding),” she
said.
See Bond Pro Forma letter on page 5.

HOME INSURANCE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

been our policy of fiscal restraint
and also maintains and, in some
respect, improves the services we’re
providing to the citizens of
Westfield.”
Salaries and wages for town employees are below 2006 levels, due
to attrition through retirement and
the conversion of 22 jobs from fulltime to part-time positions. Mr.
Della Fera also stated that the number of employees has dropped from
a high of 250 employees to 200.
Mr. Della Fera then announced
that the town intends to hire one
police officer and one firefighter as
a result of these savings. “I think
we have provided the people of
Westfield the best public safety that
we can afford over the past few
years. We’ve faced a lot of economic challenges. The good news is
we can afford a little more this year
thanks to our efforts in recent years,”
he said.
According to Mr. Gildea, the budget will not be formally adopted until
the next town council meeting in order to give the council time to peruse
the proposal.
After its approval, the 2014 budget
will be available online at the town’s
website, westfieldnj.gov/.
During the regular public meeting,
the council passed two resolutions
honoring the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad and a local Girl Scout troop.
Squad President Reid Edles, VicePresident Lynn Feldman, Treasurer
Robert Dougher, Captain David
Ozga and Deputy Captain Steve
Becker of the rescue squad were
present to accept a copy of the resolution from Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, announcing March 2014
as Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad Month.
According to the resolution, the
squad has provided no-fee emer-

gency medical care and transportation to the residents and visitors of
Westfield for more than 63 years.
In 2013, the rescue squad volunteered over 38,000 hours of service
and responded to 2,289 calls.
Ms. Feldman, the squad’s fund
drive chairwoman, appealed to the
audience to fulfill its fund drive
goal for 2014. “First, we wish to
thank the people of Westfield who
donate very generously to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad…We rely completely on
donations…besides money, we always need people so feel free to
come and volunteer. So thank you
very much and you will be getting
your fund drive letter in the mail
very shortly,” Ms. Feldman said.
The council also passed a resolution proclaiming the week of March
9 Girl Scout Week in the Town of
Westfield.
“March 12 is the 102nd anniversary of the Girl Scouts in the United
States of America,” stated Mayor
Skibitsky. “Throughout its long and
distinguished history, Girl Scouting has inspired over 50 million
girls and women to strive for the
highest ideals of courage, confidence and character.”
Members of the local troop were
present to accept a copy of the resolution.
In other news, the council approved the demolition of singlefamily dwellings located at 1717
Boulevard, 1430 Boynton Avenue
and 616 Leigh Drive.
The next town council conference session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 18,
at 7 p.m. at the municipal building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The conference session will be immediately followed by the council’s
regular public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Cranford Committee

CUSTOM-BUILT
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education officials announced at
Thursday’s board meeting that the
district will receive $2,947,508 in
state aid for the 2014-2015 school
year. The district received
$2,841,328 last year.
It was broken down to transportation aid, $204,541, the same
amount as last year; special education aid, $2,550,339, the same as
last year; security aid, $86,448, the
same aid; PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) Readiness Aid,
$53,090, the same as last year, and
Per Pupil Growth Aid, $53,090, also
the same as last year.
Capital projects to be considered
within the school budget this year
are renovation of the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) science labs, $1,071,900; a boiler unit
at Brunner Elementary School,
$120,000, and various bathroom
upgrades, at $40,000. Those
projects will amount to $1,231,900
in the new budget, officials said.
Initiatives supported by the 20142015 budget are summer work for
aligning assessments to the Common Core State Standards, textbook
updates for the seventh-grade U.S.
Government, Spanish 11 and AP
Physics courses. An additional six
staff members will be added to the

2014-2015 budget.
Last year’s school budget had the
local tax levy at $77,991,986 with a
total budget of $86,076,251. The
total school tax in Scotch Plains
was $60.7 million with $17.3 million raised in Fanwood.
Upcoming scheduled budget meetings are as follows: Tuesday, March
18 to adopt a tentative budget; Thursday, March 20, open agenda meeting,
and Thursday, March 27, regular public meeting, 7:30 p.m. All meetings
will be held at the administration offices at Evergreen School.
In other business, the board honored high-school sophomore James
Murphy, who made the All-American and All State Soccer teams and
was named to the First Team by The
Star-Ledger. He also was named
Gatorade Player of the Year. James
thanked the board for the honors
and thanked his family and coaches
for being supportive. Jeff Kogel,
the SPFHS head track coach, also
was honored for being inducted into
the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA)
Hall of Fame.
No solution was offered to the
problem brought up at the last board
meeting about establishing a dropoff and pick-up spot for Brunner
Elementary School students. Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said, “We’ve had some discussions on the matter, but have yet
to come to a determination.”

Regarding the staffing levels in
his department, Mr. Wardell noted
that he has 20 employees reporting
to him currently, five fewer than
previous years due to retirements
and other departures. Committeeman Thomas Hannen, Jr., public
affairs commissioner, asked Mr.
Wardell, “What is not getting done,
being done, down five people? What
could be done with an additional
person?” Mr. Wardell replied that
there is an extensive backlog of
sidewalk repairs that needs to be
done and with an additional worker
his department, rather than contracting the work out, could get the
work done internally and save
money.
Regarding road repairs, Mr.
Wardell noted his department has
already spent $14,000 for pothole
repairs through the end of February, when “pothole season” typically
occurs from mid-March through
April. In a lighthearted tone Mr.
Wardell said “it’s going to get worse
before it gets better.”
Fire Chief Leonard Dolan said due
to significant turnover in his department he will need to focus on professional development and training for
junior firefighters as well as for a
“host of new officers,” to which
Mayor Andis Kalnins said, “I’m very
supportive of it.”
Chief Dolan said he kept overtime
costs under control in the Emergency
Management Services (EMS) division during the winter because the
storms were moderate in nature. He
said he also will pursue a refund of
$50,000 to $100,000 from New Jer-

sey American Water (NJAW) for fire
hydrant maintenance expenses. The
township has about 480 hydrants,
which are flushed and checked for
proper water pressure twice each year.
Chief Dolan said he would report
back to the committee regarding his
discussions with NJAW.
During the municipal court discussion, Lorraine Powell, court administrator, said a new technology initiative by the Administrative Office of
the Courts (AOC) will begin later this
year. The AOC will supply new computers, fully funded, and implement
a new operating software system in
August. The transition will require
Ms. Powell’s staff to attend training
sessions to learn the new system.
The next scheduled budget workshop meeting will be held Monday,
March 10, at 7 p.m. at the Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield
Avenue. At press time, four departments are scheduled to present Construction, Engineering, Zoning,
and Pool.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

GOOD FOOD...Families enjoy a pancake breakfast at the Westfield Rotary Club's
Annual Pancake Breakfast at Westfield High School on Saturday morning.

SP Council Discusses Change
In Government Form
By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — During a
four-hour meeting Tuesday night,
township council members cautioned the audience multiple times
about exhibiting disorderly behavior. The bitterness was particularly
evident while the council discussed
potential changes to the township’s
form of government and the next
steps to be taken to preserve the
200-year-old building at the Scotch
Hills Country Club.
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
delivered a 10-minute slide presentation on the Faulkner Act, legislation created to allow municipalities
more flexibility in structuring their
governments. Mr. Giaimis said the
council-manager format, adopted
by Scotch Plains in 1978, is the
most popular form of government.
He also noted several options exist
within the council-manager system,
including how to elect council members and the mayor.
After the presentation, Mr.
Giaimis turned the floor over to
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus,
who had attempted to discuss
changes to the government at the
previous council meeting. Mr.
Marcus is seeking to change the
way council members are elected
to non-partisan from partisan elections. Mr. Marcus also said he
wanted to discuss the process of
electing the mayor. Until 2000,
Scotch Plains mayors were chosen
by the council to serve one-year
terms; since then, voters have directly elected mayors to serve fouryear terms.
During the public comment portion of Tuesday’s meeting, about
15 residents vehemently objected
to changing the way the mayor is
elected. They said council is trying
to take away their basic rights to
vote. In response to their complaints, Mr. Marcus said as a public
official receiving “feedback from
residents of the town helps us do
our jobs.” He said he believes “political parties can get in the way of
how government bodies function.
Sometimes it simply can’t be
helped.” Mr. Marcus said when the
council chooses a mayor, the “residents’ right to vote is maintained;
they vote for the council.” Mr.
Marcus said, “There is a misconception by the public that the mayor
has powers that he doesn’t have.”
Mr. Marcus added that Mayor
Glover “may be under the same
misconception as having certain
powers” he does not actually possess. Mr. Marcus said all the executive authority resides with Mr.
Giaimis, who is in charge of the
day-to-day operations of the township.
Mayor Glover said even if the
government structure is changed it
is, “naïve to think that we’re (council) non-partisan. I will cross party
lines to do what I think is right.
Tonight you witnessed the vitriolic
behavior in this room. Does that go
away?”
Councilwoman
Colleen
Gialanella agreed with Mayor
Glover and said “elected officials
should always be chosen on merit.”
She is concerned that removal of
political affiliations and how candidate names are positioned on the
voting ballots can skew the results
of an election. Councilman
Llewellyn Jones said that if any

changes to the government structure are to occur, they should be
included on the 2015 ballot, not
this year. Councilman William
Vastine said he opposes non-partisan elections and believes in direct
elections of the mayor by the people.
Residents also expressed their
displeasure during the public comment session for what they feel is
the council’s inaction regarding repairs to the Scotch Hills Country
Club. Many people in the audience
carried 8 ½-inch by 11-inch signs
which read “Save the Roof.” The
Scotch Hills Country Club, formerly known as the Shady Rest
Golf and Country Club, was the
first African-American owned and
operated country club. An historical architect currently is evaluating
the condition of the building, its
roof and its foundation before recommending how to proceed.
Mayor Glover said, “We listened
to a lot of passionate pleas tonight”
from residents to act. He asked Mr.
Giaimis why it was taking so long
to repair the building given that the
project was approved last fall. Mr.
Giaimis said he is in discussions
with Robert Lyons, the township
engineer, and was still waiting to
receive the architect’s report. Mr.
Giaimis also said the majority of the
council did not provide the appropriate authorization for him to move
forward with repairs. “Don’t say I’m
stonewalling. I find that offensive,”
Mr. Giaimis said. Residents had accused Mr. Giaimis of “stonewalling” earlier in the meeting.
Mr. Vastine read a prepared statement, which said responsibility for
not moving more quickly does not
fall on any one individual. Mr.
Vastine said there are multiple “emails and rumors” serving as “theatrical manipulation” to have the
public believe that “council did not
want to save this building.” When
the council was controlled by the
Democratic Party it “could have
solved this problem last year; they
had the votes, but they didn’t do it.”
Mr. Marcus said he recently inspected the building with Mr.
Giaimis and agreed with the township manager that the architect’s
report was needed before any next
steps are taken. Mayor Glover demanded Township Attorney Jeff
Lehrer conduct a formal vote on his
resolution to move forward immediately with repairs. The resolution
was defeated by a vote of 3-2, with
Mrs. Gialanella voting along with
Mayor Glover.
Mr. Giaimis said after the meeting that he expects to receive a full
report from the architect in about
four weeks.
In other discussions, Mrs.
Gialanella proposed placing a cap
on salaries and raises paid to the executive officers of the township. Mr.
Lehrer and Mr. Giaimis said there are
legal issues involved that they need to
investigate. Mr. Vastine proposed establishing an ad hoc committee to
study the Downtown Commercial
Business District. Mrs. Gialanella
agreed that a “vision is needed for the
district” but she said she believes two
council members should be co-liaisons to the ad hoc committee to “keep
the politics out of the process.”
The council awarded a 2014 recycling collection service contract to
Giordano Company, Inc., for
$151,920, with an option to renew
for two one-year extensions.

WF BOE
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March 11, public meeting, budget
discussion and adoption of the tentative budget; Thursday, March 20, the
budget is due at the Union County
Office of the Board of Education. On
Tuesday, April 29, a public hearing
and final adoption of the budget will
be held. All meetings will be at 7:30
p.m. in the board room at the administration building, located at 302 Elm
Street.

Photo courtesy of Gino Jannotti

JUICE HOUSE…The Juice House owner Ariel Cassidy cuts the ribbon with
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and Heather Robinson, executive director,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) along with other
board members of GWACC, the Garwood Council and staff and friends at the
store located on North Avenue in Garwood.
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Fanwood Council Discusses
Energy Aggregation, Budget
By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Borough Council held a special
meeting, in addition to their regularly scheduled agenda meeting on
Tuesday night, to discuss a potential energy aggregation ordinance.
Following the special meeting,
council members heard reports from
Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan, Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tomkins, and
Borough Engineer Peter Bondar, as
well as an update on progress at
Fanwood Memorial Library (FML)

from Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell.
Councilman Dan Levine explained that thee aggregation ordinance would allow Fanwood the
option, though not an obligation, to
pursue Community Energy Aggregation (CEA.)
CEA is an approach made possible by the deregulation of energy
legislated in 1999, which allowed
competition among energy providers, though maintaining public utility companies’ monopoly on distribution. The legislation sought to

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton

ONE-SEAT RIDE...Pictured, left to right, Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and former Westfield Mayor Tom Jardim met at
the Fanwood Train Station to ride the first one-seat ride train on Monday. The
train bypassed Newark and went straight to New York City.

SP-F Board of Education
Receives $2.9 Mil. in Aid
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education officials announced at
Thursday’s board meeting that the
district will receive $2,947,508 in
state aid for the 2014-2015 school
year. The district received
$2,841,328 last year.
It was broken down to transportation aid, $204,541, the same
amount as last year; special education aid, $2,550,339, the same as
last year; security aid, $86,448, the
same aid; PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) Readiness Aid,
$53,090, the same as last year, and
Per Pupil Growth Aid, $53,090, also
the same as last year.
Capital projects to be considered
within the school budget this year
are renovation of the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) science labs, $1,071,900; a boiler unit
at Brunner Elementary School,
$120,000, and various bathroom
upgrades, at $40,000. Those
projects will amount to $1,231,900

in the new budget, officials said.
Initiatives supported by the 20142015 budget are summer work for
aligning assessments to the Common Core State Standards, textbook
updates for the seventh-grade U.S.
Government, Spanish 11 and AP
Physics courses. An additional six
staff members will be added to the
2014-2015 budget.
Last year’s school budget had the
local tax levy at $77,991,986 with a
total budget of $86,076,251. The
total school tax in Scotch Plains
was $60.7 million with $17.3 million raised in Fanwood.
Upcoming scheduled budget meetings are as follows: Tuesday, March
18 to adopt a tentative budget; Thursday, March 20, open agenda meeting,
and Thursday, March 27, regular public meeting, 7:30 p.m. All meetings
will be held at the administration offices at Evergreen School.
In other business, the board honored high-school sophomore James
Murphy, who made the All-American and All State Soccer teams and
was named to the First Team by The
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STAMP SHOW...A stamp enthusiast enjoys the selection at the Westfield Stamp
Club's Annual Show held in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building on Saturday.

lower prices and to encourage
cleaner methods of energy production.
Since 1999, any citizen may
choose to purchase energy from a
third-party supplier, though utility
companies like PSE&G still own
the “pipes and wires” that deliver
energy to homes.
Through the CEA program,
Councilman Levine said, communities can use their combined purchasing power to get even lower
prices from third-party suppliers
than are available to individuals.
Furthermore, he said, through
CEA, vendors can compete on technologically advanced bidding platforms, such as the one Borough
Lawyer Dennis Estis recommended
to the council in December, Energy
Market Exchange (EMEX.) EMEX,
for instance, provides reverse auction bidding software that reduces
administrative costs and increases
competition during the bidding process, further driving down prices.
In the 70 or 80 New Jersey municipalities that already participate
in CEA, savings on supply pricing
have averaged 5 to 10 percent,
Councilman Levine said. Bills and
service still come from the public
utility; savings are merely reflected
on the bill.
According to the New Jersey
Community Clean Energy Aggregation (NJCCEA), a non-profit that
promotes CEA, less than 15 percent of consumers have chosen to
use a third-party supplier individually since 1999. In part, this may be
due to a fear of scams. CEA protects citizens by accepting bids only
from state-licensed third-party suppliers and mandating that prices
remain lower than those offered by
the public utility.
Councilman Levine explained
that residents who already purchase
from a third party will be opted out
of the CEA program and remain
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FLAPJACKS AND JUICE...Boy Scouts from Troop No. 104 fill juice cups at the Lions Club Pancake Breakfast Sunday
morning at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

SP Council Discusses Change In
Gov. Form, Scotch Hills Repairs
By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During a
four-hour meeting Tuesday night,
township council members cautioned the audience multiple times
about exhibiting disorderly behavior. The bitterness was particularly
evident while the council discussed
potential changes to the township’s
form of government and the next
steps to be taken to preserve the
200-year-old building at the Scotch
Hills Country Club.
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
delivered a 10-minute slide presentation on the Faulkner Act, legislation created to allow municipalities
more flexibility in structuring their
governments. Mr. Giaimis said the

Mountainside’s Lubarsky
Details Bond Referendum
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
voters will head to the election polls
on Tuesday, March 11, to vote on a
$19.5-million bond referendum for
improvements and upgrades at the
borough’s two public schools,
Deerfield and Beechwood.
The proposal includes $17 million in work at Deerfield and $2.4
million at Beechwood. If voters
pass the referendum, the state will
fund $7.9 million of the $19.5million bond, amounting to 40 percent of the cost per section 5 of the
Educational Facilities Construction
and Financing Act, with the remainder paid out of local taxes.
The local tax impact, according to
the district, will be $284 per year
on a home assessed at $264,000.
The owner o a home assessed at
$264,000 paid an average of $4,917
in school taxes last year. The total
school tax in the borough was
$14,351,445 in support of a budget
of $15,216,333.
If voters reject the question, local taxpayers would pay 100 percent of the costs. The bond will be
borrowed over 20 years.
Work at Deerfield will include:
conversion from steam and electric
heat to a hot water system at a total
cost of $4.2 million; infrastructure
improvements totaling $7.3 million, including replacement of roof
gutters and leaders, HVAC replacement for the main office, gym and
cafeteria, removal of classroom
carpeting, asbestos abatement, and
removal of wood paneling in corridors, replacement of corridor ceilings and lighting, and window replacement; security and lighting

upgrades of $1.8 million, including
replacement of a security exterior
door and upgrades to the public
address and burglar alarm and surveillance and access control systems, as well as ADA and HVAC
upgrades and toilet renovations of
$3.1 million and AV/IT upgrades
totaling $749,490.
Beechwood improvements will
include roof replacement and rooftop heat exchange replacement at
$1.4 million; security and life safety
upgrades, including public address
and burglar alarm upgrades for a
cost of $585,338; lighting upgrades
of $61,500, and $251,550 in AV/IT
upgrades and $103,200 in site work
and drainage. The security systems
at both schools will include card
swipe and identification systems for
staff and visitors.
During an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times offices on Friday, Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky said the state only
released approval letters for the financing per bonding on February 3.

council-manager format, adopted
by Scotch Plains in 1978, is the
most popular form of government.
He also noted several options exist
within the council-manager system,
including how to elect council members and the mayor.
After the presentation, Mr.
Giaimis turned the floor over to
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus,
who had attempted to discuss
changes to the government at the
previous council meeting. Mr.
Marcus is seeking to change the
way council members are elected
to non-partisan from partisan elections. Mr. Marcus also said he
wanted to discuss the process of
electing the mayor. Until 2000,
Scotch Plains mayors were chosen
by the council to serve one-year
terms; since then, voters have directly elected mayors to serve fouryear terms.
During the public comment portion of Tuesday’s meeting, about
15 residents vehemently objected
to changing the way the mayor is
elected. They said council is trying
to take away their basic rights to
vote. In response to their complaints, Mr. Marcus said as a public
official receiving “feedback from
residents of the town helps us do
our jobs.” He said he believes “political parties can get in the way of
how government bodies function.
Sometimes it simply can’t be

helped.” Mr. Marcus said when the
council chooses a mayor, the “residents’ right to vote is maintained;
they vote for the council.” Mr.
Marcus said, “There is a misconception by the public that the mayor
has powers that he doesn’t have.”
Mr. Marcus added that Mayor
Glover “may be under the same
misconception as having certain
powers” he does not actually possess. Mr. Marcus said all the executive authority resides with Mr.
Giaimis, who is in charge of the
day-to-day operations of the township.
Mayor Glover said even if the
government structure is changed it
is, “naïve to think that we’re (council) non-partisan. I will cross party
lines to do what I think is right.
Tonight you witnessed the vitriolic
behavior in this room. Does that go
away?”
Councilwoman
Colleen
Gialanella agreed with Mayor
Glover and said “elected officials
should always be chosen on merit.”
She is concerned that removal of
political affiliations and how candidate names are positioned on the
voting ballots can skew the results
of an election. Councilman
Llewellyn Jones said that if any
changes to the government structure are to occur, they should be
included on the 2015 ballot, not
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DOMINICAN PRIDE …Charlie Centinaro, II of Scotch Plains, now a sophomore at Kean University, proudly displays the Dominican flag which is part of his
personal heritage. Playing Usanavi, the lead role in the musical In the Heights, he
rapped his solos and showed his dancing skills as well. See story page 20.
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST...Lance Booth helps make pancakes at the Lions Club
Pancake Breakfast Sunday morning at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

WF Council Discusses
Preliminary Budget
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular
conference session on Tuesday, the
Westfield Town Council received a
preliminary budget proposal from
Finance Policy Committee Chairman Sam Della Fera and Town Administrator James Gildea.
“We have a proposed budget,”
stated Councilman Della Fera. “It’s
one I know that I am very proud of.
The Finance Policy Committee is
very pleased to recommend it to the
mayor and our fellow council members.”
If approved, Westfield’s budget
for 2014 will be approximately
$38,745,396. Taking into account
the town’s projected revenue of
$12,476,246, the tax burden for
Westfield residents will be
$26,269,149.95.
According to Mr. Gildea, the increase in spending for the municipal budget is less than 1 percent.
The budget meets the state’s requirements of the 2-percent tax levy
cap law.
The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment
in the town of Westfield, will see
their taxes increased by $78, or
$6.50 a month.
“We do a lot of good things in this
town with this budget,” stated Mr.
Della Fera. “It continues what has
been our policy of fiscal restraint
and also maintains and, in some
respect, improves the services we’re
providing to the citizens of
Westfield.”
Salaries and wages for town employees are below 2006 levels, due
to attrition through retirement and
the conversion of 22 jobs from fulltime to part-time positions. Mr.
Della Fera also stated that the number of employees has dropped from
a high of 250 employees to 200.
Mr. Della Fera then announced
that the town intends to hire one
police officer and one firefighter as
a result of these savings. “I think
we have provided the people of
Westfield the best public safety that
we can afford over the past few
years. We’ve faced a lot of economic challenges. The good news
is we can afford a little more this
year thanks to our efforts in recent
years,” he said.
According to Mr. Gildea, the budget will not be formally adopted
until the next borough council meeting in order to give the council time
to peruse the proposal.
After its approval, the 2014 bud-

get will be available online at the
town’s website, westfieldnj.gov/.
During the regular public meeting, the council passed two resolutions honoring the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad and a local Girl
Scout troop.
Squad President Reid Edles, VicePresident Lynn Feldman, Treasurer
Robert Dougher, Captain David
Ozga and Deputy Captain Steve
Becker of the rescue squad were
present to accept a copy of the resolution from Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
announcing March 2014 as
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
Month.
According to the resolution, the
squad has provided no-fee emergency medical care and transportation to the residents and visitors of
Westfield for more than 63 years.
In 2013, the rescue squad volunteered over 38,000 hours of service
and responded to 2,289 calls.
Ms. Feldman, the squad’s fund
drive chairwoman, appealed to the
audience to fulfill its fund drive
goal for 2014. “First, we wish to
thank the people of Westfield who
donate very generously to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad…We rely completely on
donations…besides money, we always need people so feel free to
come and volunteer. So thank you
very much and you will be getting
your fund drive letter in the mail
very shortly,” Ms. Feldman said.
The council also passed a resolution proclaiming the week of March
9 Girl Scout Week in the town of
Westfield.
“March 12 is the 102nd anniversary of the Girl Scouts in the United
States of America,” stated Mayor
Skibitsky. “Throughout its long and
distinguished history, Girl Scouting has inspired over 50 million
girls and women to strive for the
highest ideals of courage, confidence and character.”
Members of the local troop were
present to accept a copy of the resolution.
In other news, the council approved the demolition of singlefamily dwellings located at 1717
Boulevard, 1430 Boynton Avenue
and 616 Leigh Drive.
The next town council conference session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 18,
at 7 p.m. at the municipal building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The conference session will be immediately followed by the council’s
regular public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

CUB SCOUTS HONORED...Cub Scout Pack No. 34 Webelos II Scouts of
Scotch Plains were awarded the Arrow of Light, Cub Scouting’s highest
honor, on February 21 after completing all their necessary requirements.
Each Scout was presented with a hand-crafted arrow decorated to show their
individual rank achievements. Scouts, pictured from left to right, are: Ryan
Duthie, Ian Joshua, Mac Ferrone, Dylan Bordman, Ethan Berkman, Owen
Ferrone, Eric Cunningham, J.J. Dionisio, Matthew London, Griffin Nobile,
Sean Lage and Tyler Strzalkowski. In background are Den Leader Amy
Ferrone on the right and Assistant Cubmaster Ned Ward on the left.

Lubarsky Interview
trict “had to make difficult choices,”
which were, “do you fund mandated
programs or do you repair buildings?”
“Because the state mandates were
immediate needs,” the district put a
band aid on some of the repairs “and
you moved onto the next year crossing your fingers,” she said. “And this
happened year after year after year.
We are definitely not the only district in this situation who had to
make these difficult choices.”
“And so the buildings continued
to deteriorate and while you attempt
to make your education programs
improve, all of a sudden the physical
plant is having an impact on the
education,” she said.
Ms. Lubarsky said the district
could not use surplus funds since the
Christie Administration took the
funding that was not dedicated because Mountainside did not have a
maintenance fund at the time, but
has recently established a maintenance reserve fund.
Ms. Lubarsky said. When asked
if the district was planning to do
solar energy on the roofs, Ms.
Lubarsky said, “It isn’t something
we considered because we only
wanted to do the essentials. And
there is enough energy cost savings
built in, that $127,000 that we will
realize annually” in roofing and
lighting improvements and the new
Deerfield heating system.
“These repairs and renovations have
to be completed regardless of the outcome of the referendum and this is an
opportunity [for taxpayers] to pay less
to do them (per state funding),” she
said.
See Bond Pro Forma letter on page 5.
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Scotch Plains Council
this year. Councilman William
Vastine said he opposes non-partisan elections and believes in direct
elections of the mayor by the people.
Residents also expressed their
displeasure during the public comment session for what they feel is
the council’s inaction regarding repairs to the Scotch Hills Country
Club. Many people in the audience
carried 8 ½-inch by 11-inch signs
which read “Save the Roof.” The
Scotch Hills Country Club, formerly known as the Shady Rest
Golf and Country Club, was the
first African-American owned and
operated country club. An historical architect currently is evaluating
the condition of the building, its
roof and its foundation before recommending how to proceed.
Mayor Glover said, “We listened
to a lot of passionate pleas tonight”
from residents to act. He asked Mr.
Giaimis why it was taking so long
to repair the building given that the
project was approved last fall. Mr.
Giaimis said he is in discussions
with Robert Lyons, the township
engineer, and was still waiting to
receive the architect’s report. Mr.
Giaimis also said the majority of the
council did not provide the appropriate authorization for him to move
forward with repairs. “Don’t say I’m
stonewalling. I find that offensive,”
Mr. Giaimis said. Residents had accused Mr. Giaimis of “stonewalling” earlier in the meeting.
Mr. Vastine read a prepared statement, which said responsibility for
not moving more quickly does not
fall on any one individual. Mr.
Vastine said there are multiple “emails and rumors” serving as “the-

atrical manipulation” to have the
public believe that “council did not
want to save this building.” When
the council was controlled by the
Democratic Party it “could have
solved this problem last year; they
had the votes, but they didn’t do it.”
Mr. Marcus said he recently inspected the building with Mr.
Giaimis and agreed with the township manager that the architect’s
report was needed before any next
steps are taken. Mayor Glover demanded Township Attorney Jeff
Lehrer conduct a formal vote on his
resolution to move forward immediately with repairs. The resolution
was defeated by a vote of 3-2, with
Mrs. Gialanella voting along with
Mayor Glover.
Mr. Giaimis said after the meeting that he expects to receive a full
report from the architect in about
four weeks.
In other discussions, Mrs.
Gialanella proposed placing a cap
on salaries and raises paid to the
executive officers of the township.
Mr. Lehrer and Mr. Giaimis said
there are legal issues involved that
they need to investigate. Mr. Vastine
proposed establishing an ad hoc
committee to study the Downtown
Commercial Business District. Mrs.
Gialanella agreed that a “vision is
needed for the district” but she said
she believes two council members
should be co-liaisons to the ad hoc
committee to “keep the politics out
of the process.”
The council awarded a 2014 recycling collection service contract
to Giordano Company, Inc., for
$151,920, with an option to renew
for two one-year extensions.

Fanwood Council
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Star-Ledger. He also was named
Gatorade Player of the Year. James
thanked the board for the honors
and thanked his family and coaches
for being supportive. Jeff Kogel,
the SPFHS head track coach, also
was honored for being inducted into
the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA)
Hall of Fame.
No solution was offered to the
problem brought up at the last board
meeting about establishing a dropoff and pick-up spot for Brunner
Elementary School students. Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said, “We’ve had some discussions on the matter, but have yet
to come to a determination.”

Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe drivers cost everybody less. That’s why
they pay less. But at Allstate, they pay a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Photo courtesy of Jerry Giaimis

IN NEED OF REPAIR…Scotch Plains Councilman Mickey Marcus inspects the
roof at Scotch Hills Country Club. Residents attended Tuesday’s council meeting
to express their displeasure over what they feel is the council’s inaction regarding
repairs to the club. An historical architect currently is evaluating the condition
of the building, its roof and its foundation before recommending how to proceed.
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“We had planned for at least a threemonth campaign; it became a fourmonth campaign” in the community to pass the referendum. The
Mountainside Citizens Action Committee has been attending community events to educate the community
on the referendum.
“We really tried to provide them
(community) with the specific information that’s relevant to them — property values; the idea that a no vote is
not going to make this go away. A no
vote is only going to create a more
expensive project,” she said.
“This is an opportunity for the
public to bring their taxes that they
are paying back to our district,” Ms.
Lubarsky said.
She said the district had originally planned to utilize a state grant,
but the district learned that the grant
would exclude all interior improvements and that the district would be
required to pay interest payments on
the grant as the state is borrowing
money to fund the grant. Interest
payments would also have to be included within the district’s operating budget.
State officials told the district that
if it went with debt service the state
would pay 40 percent of the cost,
exterior and interior.
“That’s when we had to change
gears because we couldn’t afford to
lose $5 million (per the grant) of 40
percent discounted money,” she said.
“Because that would have cost the
district almost double to make those
repairs” if the district had gone with
a grant instead of bonding. She said
debt service bonding gives Mountainside “the most bang for the buck.”
When asked what would happen
if the state does not provide the funding, Ms. Lubarsky responded, “they
(the state) has never reneged” on
this type of financing, according to
the district’s bond counsel.
“This is a contract that we are
entering into with the state,” she
said. “I don’t know what would happen if the state defaults.”
Ms. Lubarsky said The Times’ editorial last week that said the district
was not forthcoming with information, “was extremely damaging and
not true” and was “unfair.”
She said videos on the district’s
website, flyers and past Times articles are just a few methods the
district has been using to communicate with residents about the bond
referendum.
When asked how the borough’s
schools became in such disrepair,
Ms. Lubarsky said in 2010 when
Governor Chris Christie took over
he made “severe cuts in state aid” at
the same time there was a “big increase in educational mandates” including technology. She said the dis-
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with the supplier of their choice
unless they choose to opt-in. Commercial operations also must choose
to opt-in. Other residents will be
opted into the program automatically, and would need to opt-out
should they choose not to participate.
Councilman Levine further said
that the council wants to focus efforts on clear communications with
Fanwood residents before pursuing CEA to ensure that residents
understand and approve of the arrangements.
After the special meeting, the
council heard presentations from
Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Tomkins, Mr.
Bondar, and Councilwoman
Mitchell.
Mr. Sullivan reported that complaints in the borough had increased
somewhat from the previous year,
but most were due to signage violations reported by one individual or
to property concerns between residents. Part of the surge came, in
fact, from the 17-year cycle cicada
emergence, he reported. He said he
expects complaints to decrease
again next year.
Mr. Sullivan also reported an
uptick in commercial interest in
Fanwood. Revitalization downtown
and other zoning changes have encouraged increased numbers of reviews for commercial properties,
he said.

Mr. Tompkins previewed budget
concerns. He said that the borough
remains well within the state mandated 2 percent tax levy cap, though
it is closer to 4 percent on the municipal front. There is still “money
in the bank,” he said, and no need to
revise the budget at present.
Resident Michael Lewis expressed concern that numbers could
change negatively when information from the school board comes
in. Mayor Colleen Mahr told Mr.
Lewis that the council would soon
be communicating with the school
board and the county to get a more
complete picture of the situation.
Mr. Bondar said that road work
will hopefully resume on Tuesday,
April 1, weather permitting. He also
reported that projects on Vinton
Circle and Burns Way were the
major roadwork goals for 2014.
Councilwoman Mitchell reported
that Fanwood’s library has selected
an architect to conduct a study about
renovating the library building. The
library would fund the $14,000
study, but seeks assurance that work
recommended by the study could
go forward with financial support
from the borough.
Council members agreed that a
meeting to discuss budget priorities and planning over the next five
years would be necessary, as funds
are tight and many upgrades are
needed throughout the borough.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PANCAKE BREAKFAST...Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover greets members
of Boy Scout Troop No. 104 at the Lions Club Pancake Breakfast held Sunday at
the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.
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WF Planning Bd. OK’s
Office Building on South
By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
Westfield Planning Board meeting the board
approved two applications with conditions.
An application by John A. Pinto Family,
LP to demolish a two-family home and
construct a 6,000-square-foot office building with three apartments above it at 802
South Avenue, West was approved by the
board. The board put forth the condition
that if the existing trees that are intended to
be preserved cannot be, the applicant will
return to the tree preservation commission.
The new building will house 2,500
square feet of office space on the first
floor, two-two bedroom apartments on
the second floor and a one- to two-bedroom apartment on the mezzanine level.
The board approved a side yard variance
of nine feet where 11.67 feet is required,
along with a variance front yard setback
of 20 feet where 34.4 feet is required.
Representing the Pinto Family was
attorney Darin Pinto and engineer Steve
Parker of Parker Engineering.
While Town Planner Bill Drew had
suggested the applicant consider a shared
driveway with neighbor On The Side,
Mr. Parker said shared driveways, “don’t
seem to work very well.” He said given
the higher volume of the spa traffic he felt
it would create more conflicts.
Pam Foerst, the manager of On The Side,
also told the board they did not support a
shared driveway proposal, but are excited
about the Pinto’s new building.
The board also approved an application by a Athleta, a division of Gap, for
renovation of 234 East Broad Street, located at the corner of East Broad Street
and Central Avenue.
According to attorney Andrew Kohut
of Wells, Jaworski and Liebman, in addition to interior renovations, the store entrance would be returned to its original
location on the corner.
Drew Johnson, an architect from

Kean to Put Voting
Agendas on Facebook
TRENTON — Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) announced that he will share Senate voting
session agendas via Facebook so more
people will have advanced notice of what
their state government is doing, and that
he will share his Senate session votes
with “friends”/“followers” to promote
government transparency, accountability and public participation at a time
when it’s most needed.
Sen. Kean’s official Facebook page
can
be
found
at
https://
www.facebook.com/tomkeanjr. The
Senator pointed to a telling recent statistic: two-thirds of the country’s Internet
users (about 166 million Americans)
maintain Facebook profiles.

Metzger, Metzger and Associates, said
the redesign “better fits in with the historic nature of this building.”
Elizabeth Lester from Gap said once
construction starts it would take eight to
10 weeks to complete renovation work.
The board granted several variances
for the project regarding signage. Three
wall signs will be allowed measuring just
over eight feet, with one sign over the
door and one sign on each side of the
building; town code only allows for two.
The applicant said Urban Outfitters has a
similar building shape and has three signs.
Additionally, a variance was granted
to allow for nine window signs measuring 0.74 square feet in each of the store
windows. According to planner Sean
Moronski, the window signs are “subtle,
they’re low to the ground.”
In its approval of the application, the
board asked that all of the windows be
clear, rather than the current proposal
that the last window be clouded glass.
Ms. Lester said the window in question
looks in on a manager’s office, and that if
the building code would allow them to
make it a display window leaving enough
room for stair access Gap would be willing to comply with the board’s request.
At the start of the meeting new board
member Ethan Kramer was sworn in by
Board Attorney Ken Soreiro.

Jessica Lunsford Act
Released by Panel
TRENTON — The Assembly Judiciary Committee has released bipartisan
legislation known as the “Jessica Lunsford
Act” which increases the criminal penalties on those who commit sex crimes
against minors.
The bill, A-892, is sponsored by Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz, and establishes a sentence of between 25 years
and life imprisonment for aggravated
sexual assault of a victim less than 13
years old. The bill also establishes a period of parole ineligibility of at least 25
years for a person convicted of aggravated sexual assault of a victim less than
13 years old. In addition, if a victim is
unable to testify at trial, a prosecutor
would be permitted to negotiate a plea
agreement for a prison term of at least 15
years without parole.
The legislation was initially sponsored
by Assemblyman Eric Muñoz in 2005 and
has received committee approvals in prior
legislative sessions. After Assemblyman
Muñoz passed away in March 2009, he
was succeeded by his wife.
This bill is named after Jessica
Lunsford, who was a 9-year-old Florida
resident and was kidnapped, raped, and
murdered by a registered sex offender,
John Couey. Couey received the death
penalty in August 2007, but died in federal prison in September 2009.

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Watson-Coleman Calls on
Gov. Christie to Resign
Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15, Trenton), a member of
the committee investigating the George
Washington Bridgegate scandal, has
called on Governor Chris Christie to resign over his staff’s role in the controversy. She made her comments during an
appearance on during an appearance on
MSNBC, according to nj.com.
“Because he is responsible for everybody that is in the middle of all of this
mess, not just this — this is irrespective
of just Bridgegate,” she said. “This is all
the stuff that we’re hearing about all the
transactions that are taking place. This is
abusiveness. This is bullying. This is
disrespectfulness. That’s the way he has
been governing. And the one connecting
theme here is that he has hired or caused
the hiring of each and every one of them.
I’m not saying he has done anything
illegal. I’m saying it’s unethical and it is
not worthy of New Jersey’s citizens.”
Bramnick Says Watson-Coleman
Should Retract Statement
Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has said Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15, Trenton) should retract her comments she made during an appearance on
MSNBC calling for Governor Chris
Christie to resign over the Bridgegate “and
take all his friends with him.”
“Assemblywoman Watson Coleman
caught the MSNBC fever,” Asw. Bramnick
said in a statement. “Her call for the governor to resign may be what MSNBC
wants to hear, but not the people in the
State of New Jersey.”
“The most surprising part of Assem-

Hespe Named N.J.
Edu. Commissioner
TRENTON – Last week, Governor
Chris Christie announced the selection of
David Hespe as his nominee for New
Jersey Education Commissioner.
According to a media release, Mr.
Hespe has nearly two decades of education and public sector experience in New
Jersey including time as education commissioner in Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s Administration, chief of staff
at the Department of Education in the
first term of the Christie Administration,
and most recently, president of Burlington
County College.
Mr. Hespe began his career as a law
clerk at the Mercer County Superior Court
and then joined a private law firm before
entering public service in 1989 as an
associate counsel at the Office of Legislative Services.

blywoman Watson Coleman’s statement
is that her record has been the most progressive when it comes to giving people
who make mistakes a second chance,”
Asm. Bramnick said. “Balance and fairness should be the goal of the committee.
Assemblywoman Watson Coleman
should withdraw her statement on resignation and wait for all the facts.”
Asw. Watsson-Coleman resigned from
the committee on Saturday.
Holder Released From Hospital
After Shortness of Breath
United States Attorney General Eric
Holder was evaluated and released from
an Washington, D.C. area hospital last
Thursday after suffering faintness and
shortness of breath during a morning
meeting, according to media reports.
“As a precaution, the attorney general
was taken to MedStar Washington Hospital Center to undergo further evaluation,” spokesman Brian Fallon said in a
prepared statement.
Mr. Holder, 63, was born in the Bronx
and grew up in East Elmhurst, Queens,
and went to Columbia University and Columbia Law School, both in Manhattan.
’78 Candidate Jeff Bell to
Seek GOP Nomination
Jeffrey Bell, 70, who first ran for U.S.
Senate in 1978 and who has lived in
northern Virginia for the last 31 years,
has rented a home in Leonia and plans to
seek the New Jersey’s Republican nomination to challenge U.S. Sen. Cory Booker
(D-N.J.) in November, The Star-Ledger
has reported.
Mr. Bell won an upset in the GOP
primary in 19878, defeating the last Republican New Jersey voters elected to the
U.S. Senate, Clifford Case. He then lost
the General Election to Bill Bradley.
He joins a GOP field that includes
businessman Brian Goldberg; Rich
Pezzullo, a businessman and retired Army
officer; college professor Murray Sabrin
and retired FBI agent and bank security
executive Robert “Turk Turkavage.
Florio Endorses Watson-Coleman
In 12th Congressional District
Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15, Trenton) has picked up
the endorsement of former New Jersey
Governor James Florio in her bid for
12th Congressional District seat.
Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp has also
endorsed Asw. Watson Coleman.
So far, Asw. Watson Coleman will
face Linda Greenstein (D-14, Middlesex)
and Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula
(D-17, Somerset) in the Democratic Primary in June to replace Rep. Rush Holt
(D) who is retiring.
Per redistricting that took affect in January 2013, the 12th district includes Fanwood,
Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

GOP Gives County Line to
Pezzullo for U.S. Senate
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Union County Republican
Committee delegates on Saturday selected
Monmouth County businessman Rich
Pezzullo to secure the party line for United
States Senate on the Tuesday, June 3 Primary Election ballot during the party’s
annual convention held at Kean University’s
Center for Science, Technology and Mathematics (STEM). Mr. Pezzullo received 75
votes of the 148 votes cast. Murray Sabrin,
a Ramapo College finance professor, finished second with 33 tallies.
Also seeking the Union County GOP
organization line were West Orange small
businessman Brian Goldberg, with 9 tallies, and retired FBI agent Robert
Turkavage of Cranford, with 31. Jeff
Bell, who ran for the Senate two times in
the late 1970s but has lived in Virginia
the last 30 years, also is running but was
not in attendance and was not allowed to
compete for the nomination as he had not
arranged per convention rules to have
anyone represent him at the convention.
Delegates also affirmed three-term
Rep. Leonard Lance as the party’s candidate in the 7th District and Alieta Eck as
the candidate in the 12th District, which
includes all of Fanwood and Plainfield
and most of Scotch Plains, and Yolanda
Dentley as the candidate in the 10th Congressional District.
Dr. Eck and her husband operate a
charity healthcare facility in Piscataway
that cares for 300 to 400 patients per
month. Dr. Eck said she ran in the U.S.
Senate Primary last year — losing to Steve
Lonegan — and is running for Congress
this year because of what is going on with
the country’s healthcare system.
“They are about to destroy our healthcare
system,” Dr. Eck said. She described Medicaid as a “horribly broken system.”
“It’s going to double its ranks under
Obamacare. That needs to change,” she
said. She said 800,000 New Jerseyans
stand to lose their health insurance under
Obamacare. “And the rest of us are paying more for less coverage. Something

LaCosta Recognized
For Efforts for SP
REGION — The New Jersey Building
Officials Association (NJBOA), on February 26, at a meeting hosted by the
Union County Chapter of Building Officials, Robert LaCosta, chief code Official for the Township of Scotch Plains
and president of NJBOA, was presented
with a joint legislative resolution by both
the Senate and General Assembly by
Assemblywomen Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains). The joint resolution was
endorsed by Senator Nick Scutari (D-22,
Linden), Assemblyman Gerry Green and
Assemblywoman Stender.
The resolution recognized Mr. LaCosta
for all of his time and efforts given to
Scotch Plains with is various positions
with the township in his 36 plus years of
employment. In addition, the resolution
recognizes Mr. LaCosta for all of his time
and effort and his dedication to the various and prestigious positions he holds
throughout the state. Mr. LaCosta is the
newly-elected president of the NJBOA.

Bill Would Require
BOEs to Have Policy
For Communications
TRENTON — Legislation to require
school districts to adopt policies concerning electronic communications between school employees and students
enrolled in the district has been approved
by both houses of the Legislature. It now
heads to the desk of the governor.

has gotta change,” she said. “The cost to
provide healthcare (at clinics like hers)
is only $13...so we could do a lot with
less if we use real charity,” Dr. Eck said.
Ms. Dentley said the 10th Congressional District has not been represented
by a Republican since 1949. “We are
going to show the district that a Congressional District seat is not a birthright,”
she said, a reference to the fact that Rep.
Donald Payne, Jr. (D) succeeded his father, Donald Payne, Sr., following the
veteran Congressman’s death last year.
Ms. Dentley is a middle-school viceprincipal with the Irvington Board of
Education. The district includes Hillside,
Linden, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park
and part of Union. The GOP committee
did not pick freeholder or county surrogate candidates or a candidate in the 8th
Congressional District, which includes
Elizabeth. GOP Committee Chairman
Phil Morin said he and executive committee members will interview candidates for those offices.
In Senate speeches, Mr. Pezzullo, of
Freehold, said he served 20 years in the
United States Army Reserves, finishing
at the rank of major. He and his wife run
a computer consulting business. He said
Republicans must ‘’rip out Obamacare,
branch and root,” “reduce the overwhelming encroachment that the federal government is doing to us,” and make sure
every state is represented on “equal footing in the Senate.”
“... I’m sick and tired of New Jersey being
the feeding trough for every feel-good politician who wants to solve the problems of the
world with money that you’re working for,”
Mr. Pezzullo said. He said Republicans
this year need to “unite the party around
a common message that New Jersey’s
opinion matters” and that “conservative
Republican principles is the answer to the
problems that are affecting us at the local
level, at the county level, at the state level
and at the federal level.”
Mr. Sabrin, a finance professor for 29
years, said he wants to eliminate the
federal corporate business tax, which he
said would help create jobs “like no other
time in American history.” He also wants
to eliminate the tax on dividends, interest
and capital gains. Mr. Sabrin said he is
running because of the nation’s $220trillion unfunded liabilities, saying “the
system is bankrupt,” noting Medicare
and Social Security debt.
Mr. Turkavage said he was motivated
to seek the Senate seat because of the
nation’s debt, which stands $2.7 trillion
short of $20 trillion. He proposes a balanced budget amendment, a plan to address entitlement programs, to make 50
cuts in federal spending, elimination of
specific subsidies in the federal tax code,
and the employment of U.S. Government
Accounting Office (GAO) auditors in
federal government departments to look
for programs to cut. He also proposed a
debt elimination assessment for people
making over $50,000, money which
would be kept in a separate trust fund to
be used solely to pay down the debt.
Mr. Goldberg said he is running on a
“message of hope.” He says he believes
the GOP message should be that, “We
believe people will succeed in life...We
promote programs and policies that give
people the opportunities for success.” He
said Democrats believe “you’re destined
for failure and they just want to make
failure a little more comfortable.” He is
running on a message of “empowerment
not entitlement.”
Unlike Senator Cory Booker (D-N.J.),
who the Republicans are seeking to defeat, Mr. Goldberg said he does not want
to extend unemployment benefits, but
instead wants to create jobs, noting the
Affordable Care Act/Obamacare is the
“number one thing that stands in the way
of job creation right now.”
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County Mgr. Unveils $507 M 2014 Executive
Budget; Hearings Begin March 11 at Vo-Tech
By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County Manager
Al Faella has released his executive budget of $507.4 million with $330.9 million
to be raised in taxes, a $13-million increase over last year.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders’ Fiscal Affairs Committee has
scheduled four budget hearings with department heads at various locations. Budget hearings will begin at 5:30 p.m. each
evening as follows: Scotch Plains on Tuesday, March 11, at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools board room,
1776 Raritan Road; at the Trailside Nature
and Science Museum auditorium in
Mountainside, 452 New Providence Road,
on Tuesday, March 18; at the Union County
administration building, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, sixth floor, in Elizabeth on Thursday, March 20, and at the Park Madison
Building in Plainfield, fourth floor conference room, 200 West Second Street, on
Tuesday, March 25.
In a statement he read Thursday, Mr.
Faella said the RFP process for Runnells
Specialized Hospital is nearing a conclusion and that “a decision is expected to be
made in the next few months” regarding
the future of the Berkeley Heights facility. He added that the county collected a
$1-million payment from Middlesex
County for the patients Middlesex placed
in the hospital’s psychiatric unit.
The county sought requests for proposals last year following a report that showed
the hospital, which has a 300-bed licensed
long-term care unit and a 44-bed adult
psychiatric care unit, was being subsidized by the county to the tune of $17
million, mostly due to declining Medicaid
and Medicare reimbursements.
Mr. Faella said the study still underway by Florida-based Luminosity has
helped the county reduce the daily inmate
population at the jail, saving the county
$765,000 in food and medical costs.
Mr. Faella said a $3-million increase
in debt service was due primarily to improvements made at the Cranford campus of Union County College. He said
that “conservative fiscal management”
helped the county maintain its Aa1 bond
rating, which was affirmed by Moody’s
in November. Mr. Faella added that the
Moody’s report “referenced Runnells”
as a challenge going forward.
He stated overall pension costs rose by

$500,000 while golf revenues exceeded
expectations by $700,000.
Freeholder Vice-Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh, chairman of the fiscal affairs committee, complimented Mr. Faella and the
department heads for their efforts in drafting the budget. Mr. Jalloh said, “I will hold
you all to task” and urged them to “do even
better than what you presented to us.”
New Providence resident Pat Moschetti
commented, “Over-taxation is causing
people to leave and they’re not being replaced. It’s a downward spiral,” and added
“you’re taxing us out of the county.” He
also questioned why county taxes are rising
more than they are at his borough’s level.
Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, asked
Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak
if he was aware of the unapproved stipends being paid monthly to employees
of the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA), including Dan Sullivan, former
freeholder and current executive director
of the authority. “A few weeks ago Dan
Sullivan was here saying, ‘don’t listen to
these idiots and whiners,’” Mrs. Renna
said. “You are the liaison to the UCUA.
What is your responsibility? You appoint
the board (UCUA) but they aren’t aware
of the checks? Where is the outrage?” she
asked Mr. Hudak, who did not respond.
The Star-Ledger has reported that multiple employees of the UCUA have been
getting paid unapproved stipends as part of
a temporary merger with another county
agency. In a special meeting on February 25,
the board resolved to stop the payments and
hire an outside investigator to conduct an
inquiry into why the payments were issued.
It is not clear which employees received
compensation, or how much they were paid.
County Counsel Robert Barry took the
board into executive session to discuss
“attorney-client privilege communication” regarding the Galloping Hill Golf
Course tax appeal and the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA) RFP.
Kenilworth’s tax assessor last year billed
the county taxes for its banquet facility to
the tune of $69,341 for seven months in
2013, the year the facility opened.
At the beginning of the meeting, the
board welcomed various students of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools to celebrate February 2014 as
“National Career and Technical Education (CTE) Month in Union County.”
Freeholder Al Mirabella commended the

students and said the board takes “great
pride in these schools” and that “investing
in education is what we should do.” Peter
Capodice, school superintendent, said an
$11-million construction project has begun “that will allow us to serve more
students in Union County and not have to
turn away any students.”
The board also designated February
27 as “Delta Day” in Union County,
recognizing the efforts of the Central
Jersey Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. in providing programs to
local communities since 1975.
The board expressed its sympathies to
the family members of Donna Rothstein
of Westfield during their time of sorrow.
Mrs. Rothstein was struck and killed by a
motor vehicle earlier in February.

Lance Critical of Cuts
To Medicare Part D
WASHINGTON, D.C – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) last week defended the
Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Plan at
a hearing of the House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee. The hearing
focused on the Obama Administration’s
proposed rule that would essentially eliminate choice and competition from the program, which the Congressman said would
threaten to cancel existing health care plans
and possibly raise premiums and drug
costs. Rep. Lance questioned the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services on
the proposed changes and its effect on
New Jersey senior citizens.
“The Administration has proposed
drastic changes to the popular Medicare
Part D program, which will harm senior
citizens across the Nation,” said Rep,
Lance after the hearing. “Since its creation in 2003, Part D has not only provided access to important life-saving and
life-enhancing medications for the vast
majority of America’s seniors, but also
the program has routinely come in under
budget. The Administration should leave
programs that work well alone.”
The Medicare Part D Prescription Drug
Plan is a voluntary program. It is structured to encourage competition between
plans, which has resulted in lower premiums, and more options for beneficiaries.
Participants can choose between quality,
affordable plans for their prescription
drug coverage and premiums average
$32 per month.
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Prop. Owner to Reduce Height in Rebuilding
Plan; Emilia’s Seeks to Add Two Floors
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The owner of a South
Avenue property across from Crunch Fitness in the Garwood Mall will return for a
third time on Wednesday, March 26 to get
the Garwood Planning Board’s approval
to rebuild the site, which would retain the
retail space and include up to 13 apartments.
Nick Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ Inc.
faced nearly three hours of questioning
from board members and residents at the
panel’s February 26 meeting to hear his
latest proposal, a four-story structure. His
presentation included detailed floor plans
and two poster-size artist’s renditions of
the new building.
But repeated questions about adequate
parking, the apartments being too large
and the number of units resulted in Mr.
Tsapatsaris’ lawyer John Schmidt announcing after a break in the proceeding
that his client would return in March with
another redesign that would eliminate the
second floor.
“I was listening to the commentary, the
concerns about the apartments being too
large, and wanted to be responsive,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.
The February 26 discussion focused on
his suggestion to demolish a single-family
home, which he owns at 325 South Avenue, and a greenhouse, and request a
variance that would permit off-site parking. It is part of a project that also includes
the adjacent property at 331 South Avenue. That building houses the Panda
House restaurant, the Wireless Point mobile phone store, the Ken Nails salon as
well a vacant space and three apartments
on the second floor.
The plan by Mr. Tsapatsaris, an architect, includes razing the single-family home
and greenhouse, creating a 150- by 100foot property with 4,900 square feet of
retail on the ground floor. It would be
somewhat similar to Cranford Crossing at
North and South Union Avenues, the
Riverfront at Cranford Station on South
Avenue across from the Cranford Train
Station and The Lofts across from ShopRite
on North Avenue.
The plans initially included 14 apartments, which he presented in December,
but several board members felt the apartments were too small.
Mr. Tsapatsaris redesigned the project
into the four-story proposal, using the attic
space under a pitched roof to add dormers
for extra rooms that left the average apartment with 1,195 square feet. He aban-

doned a T-shaped structure for a rectangular one.
It included 11 two-bedroom apartments
and two one-bedroom units. One of the
two-bedroom units on the third floor included an additional loft/dormer room that
would be intended as a home office.
His new plan, he said, will include
seven two-bedroom units and six onebedroom apartments. It otherwise would
not be substantially different than the one
put forth on February 26, he said.
“This plan that may be proposed has
been drawn in parallel to, preliminarily but
not to the degree (as the one presented
February 26),” Mr. Tsapatsaris said. “Now
we’re in the process of revising the drawings to see if this is a viable option by
removing one floor and proposing (half
two-bedroom and half one-bedroom units).”
Mr. Tsapatsaris still will need a variance to permit off-site parking, since his
plan only includes 18 spaces. Under current ordinances, he calculated he would
require 18 more off-site, a number disputed by Zoning Code Officer Victor
Vinegra, who said he believes the project
would need an extra 21 for the February
proposal of the retail space plus 11 twobedroom units and two one-bedroom units.
The March redesign may alter those
calculations.
Mr. Tsapatsaris said he already has
signed a 10-year lease with the Garwood
Rest saloon 350 feet to the east on South
Avenue at the corner of East Street for use
of five parking spaces.
Mr. Schmidt also said he had reached a
preliminary agreement with the owners of
the abandoned Casale Industries sheet
metal works to use 15 spaces 800 feet to
the west in the parking lot across from the
plant adjacent to the Garwood fire house.
Mr. Tsapatsarissaid he would stipulate
in the leases of the retail outlets that their
employees would be required to use the

off-site lots.
“The right fit and the right tenant is a
young professional family looking to move
into town or an older couple that wants to
remain in the area,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.
In other action, the planning board
granted approval of a preliminary site plan
and parking variance sought by Ermina
Savino Livieri to add two floors above her
Emilia’s Coiffures hair salon at 105 Center Street for the construction of four apartments. The variance allows Ms. Livieri to
acquire eight off-site parking spaces within
500 feet of her property to accommodate
the prospective apartment tenants.
Additionally, the board voted to permit
Westfield Police Officer William Kleeman
to operate as a business as a licensed firearms reseller from his home at 502 Spruce
Avenue. Under New Jersey law, a licensed
third party is required for the transfer of
firearms. Mr. Kleeman testified that he
would not store any inventory on the property other than those firearms that already
had been purchased from a manufacturer or
retailer and shipped to him for delivery.
Board member Bill Niertstedt, also a
member of the Garwood Borough Council, voiced concern about allowing any
“retail” operation in a residentially-zoned
area. He put forth a motion to deem that
Mr. Kleeman’s request was not permitted
under borough’s ordinances. He was joined
by Planning Board Chairman Stephen
Greet, but the motion was defeated 7-2.
Other board members, led by Ileen
Cuccaro, suggested Mr. Kleeman’s proposed business was nothing more than an
office and similar to Avon door-to-door
cosmetics. A motion to accept Mr.
Kleeman’s business as permitted under
the code passed 7-2 with only Mr. Nierstedt
and Mr. Greet dissenting.
In a final action, the board cancelled its
March 12 meeting and confirmed the next
gathering would be Wednesday, March 26.

Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing
ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer
973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

SM

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Call for a free review of your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.
NMLS # 403800
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Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject
This Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time. Remember to spring ahead one hour at 2 a.m. Countries
around the world have different policies and time
changes. It can be confusing and its energy savings
are controversial. One of the better justifications for
current energy policies and one of our favorite lines
– “Three or Four Hours After Midnight, With Our
Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin Franklin.
A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving
Time has eluded civilization, and controversy exists
whether it actually saves energy, as Benjamin
Franklin humorously suggested in a letter to The
Journal of Paris in 1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs,
You often entertain us with accounts of new discoveries. Permit me to communicate to the public,
through your paper, one that has lately been made
by myself, and which I conceive may be of great
utility…
I was the other evening in a grand company, where
the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was
introduced, and much admired for its splendour; but
a general inquiry was made, whether the oil it
consumed was not in proportion to the light it
afforded, in which case there would be no saving in
the use of it…
I went home, and to bed, three or four hours after
midnight, with my head full of the subject. An accidental sudden noise waked me about six in the
morning, when I was surprised to find my room filled
with light; and I imagined at first, that a number of
those lamps had been brought into it; but, rubbing
my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the windows. I got up and looked out to see what might be
the occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising
above the horizon, from whence he poured his rays
plentifully into my chamber, my domestic having
negligently omitted, the preceding evening, to close
the shutters…
Your readers, who with me have never seen any
signs of sunshine before noon, and seldom regard
the astronomical part of the almanac, will be as
much astonished as I was, when they hear of his
rising so early; and especially when I assure them,
that he gives light as soon as he rises. I am convinced
of this. I am certain of my fact. One cannot be more

certain of any fact. I saw it with my own eyes. And,
having repeated this observation the three following
mornings, I found always precisely the same result….
Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discovery to others, I can easily perceive by their countenances, though they forbear expressing it in words,
that they do not quite believe me. One, indeed, who
is a learned natural philosopher, has assured me
that I must certainly be mistaken as to the circumstance of the light coming into my room; for it being
well known, as he says, that there could be no light
abroad at that hour, it follows that none could enter
from without; and that of consequence, my windows
being accidentally left open, instead of letting in the
light, had only served to let out the darkness; and he
used many ingenious arguments to show me how I
might, by that means, have been deceived. I owned
that he puzzled me a little, but he did not satisfy me;
and the subsequent observations I made, as above
mentioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…
This event has given rise in my mind to several
serious and important reflections. I considered that,
if I had not been awakened so early in the morning,
I should have slept six hours longer by the light of the
sun, and in exchange have lived six hours the following night by candle-light; and, the latter being a
much more expensive light than the former, my love
of economy induced me to muster up what little
arithmetic I was master of, and to make some calculations, which I shall give you, after observing that
utility is, in my opinion the test of value in matters of
invention, and that a discovery which can be applied
to no use, or is not good for something, is good for
nothing…
I say it is impossible that so sensible a people,
under such circumstances, should have lived so long
by the smoky, unwholesome, and enormously expensive light of candles, if they had really known, that
they might have had as much pure light of the sun for
nothing. A Subscriber.”
For your enjoyment, we suggest that you read this
complete work of Benjamin Franklin on line at
webexhibits.org/daylightsaving/franklin3.html.

The Mountainside Bond Referendum
Regarding Mountainside reader questions raised last
week, see the letter received Tuesday on page 5, the front
page story this week and notes below (reference
www.goleader.com/money).
Given: $19,000,000 for 20 years at 3.75 percent
Basis: 2,400 household equivalents
Debt/household = $7,917 Present Value
Repayment per year = $1,367,279
Gross repayment = $570/household per year
State payment = $546,911 per year (40 percent)
Net repayment = $342/household per year ($29/month)

Total repayments = $39,674,887
General questions raised: As this referendum is referred to as maintenance, has no maintenance been done
in the past? What about the present and the future? Will
there be another maintenance bond in the future? Is it
permissible to bond maintenance? Is $19 million the right
number, too high or too low? What happens if the state
doesn’t pay its share?
On March 11, Mountainside residents will decide these
issues.
We urge voters to turn out on this important matter.
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Letters to the Editor
BOE Provides Overview of March 11
$19 MM Mountainside Referendum
The Mountainside School referendum will cost for the average assessed
home ~$24/month. While this total
referendum cost is $19.4mm, the State
is paying 40 percent.
The referendum is focused on basic
needs. Major costs include roofing,
heating, windows and security. When
an eighth grade student addressed the
BOE at the last public meeting she
explained how she took indirect routes
between classes to stay warm and that
her favorite class was Spanish because it was adequately heated. She
also asked if we would solve a leaking
roof in our own home by collecting
water in buckets.
Unfortunately, these repairs and
upgrades aren’t optional. They are
required. The State is offering us a 40
percent discount if we do it now. Do
we want pay the discounted price today or full price tomorrow?
School Referendum finance:
If all government was required to
follow School Referendum restrictions, many of us (me included) would
be less skeptical of public funding
questions. Unlike other forms of government, school finance does not permit the use of referendum money for
anything other than the approved referendum. If the project is lower than
the approved amount, the money is
returned to the taxpayers. When the
project is fully paid, the yearly referendum costs are removed from the
budget and removed from our taxes.
The money cannot be used for new
projects. New projects require a new
referendum. The project also cannot
cost more than the approved amount
without voter approval on a new referendum. To control this, operational
cost and debt service (referendum)
are maintained as separate accounting entities that are audited yearly by
independent auditors.
Why a referendum? This referendum addresses our community’s response to last year’s Strategic Plan.
Schools are a very important asset.
Without proper maintenance, it will
be difficult to compete educationally
and home value could be negatively
impacted. Before moving towards a

referendum, we did look for alternatives. We’ve meet with Senator Kean,
Assemblyman Bramnick and the
DOE. Unfortunately, towns like
Mountainside are virtually ignored
when the State funds schools and we
do not qualify for corporate donations.
In 2012 Mountainside sent
$15.1mm to Trenton and received a
paltry $0.3mm back. By comparison
a neighboring town sent $15.6mm to
Trenton and received $117.6m back
for K-12 plus another $19.8mm for
pre- K. In the most lopsided example
in Union County a town received
$356 mm for K-12 plus $48mm for
pre-K.
These ballot questions confuse
most of us. Therefore, I urge you to
get the facts before voting on the
referendum. The information, including project and financial detail, is
available at our board office, on our
district website, and even on poster
boards in the hallways. Hopefully
you’ve attended or watched one of
the myriad public meetings. At these
open televised meetings we’ve reviewed specific line items, answered
every question and taken suggestions
on process, project cost and needs.
We even had our architect and bond
counsel answered public questions at
several meetings. On 5 separate occasions between August and January
The Westfield Leader covered this
process.
In addition to our efforts, The
Mountainside Citizen Advisory Committee (MCAC) was independently
formed. This diverse committee includes empty nesters, grandparents,
and parents. This group has met with
community groups and disseminates
detail at every possible chance. The
MCAC has information available on
its Facebook page The Mountainside
Citizen Advisory Committee
(MCAC)
and
www.fixmountainsideschools.org.
Financial data is based on the NJDOE
and Fair School Funding websites.
Dante Gioia, Mountainside BOE
Chair: Finance/Bld. & Grounds

Everyone Will Turn The Other Cheek;
Culture Of Corruption Will Continue
This story was first reported by
Tina Renna (recent recipient of Excellence in Journalism Award) on the
Union County Watchdog website
where, in a public meeting, she questioned the Union County Utilities
Authority commissioners regarding
checks made out to UCUA Executive
Director Dan Sullivan, among others. [Letter to the editor, The Westfield
Leader, Thursday, February 20, 2014]
She was met by total silence. At a
subsequent meeting, Linden resident
John Bury again asked about the
mysterious payments and was likewise met by silence. Are we becoming immune to corruption?
Weren’t others disgusted by the
reported abuse at the Port Authority
by Chairman David Samson, among
others? It is any wonder that taxpayers have lost all confidence in public
entities?
Given the many previous issues in
Union
County
(MusicFest,
Generatorgate, etc.) I would not have
expected corruption to rear its ugly
head so soon, but, alas, here we go
again. At this time, no one seems to
know how a UCUA employee was
able to receive these checks. Who
authorized them? Who signed them?
Chairman Freeholder Hudak is the
liason to the UCUA, and received a
copy of all materials, including a list
of authorized checks but he does not
know a thing. Apparently these checks
are a complete mystery, so we have
hired a law firm to figure out what
apparently no one else could. Given
that the Oscars are being awarded
tonight, let me predict the soon to be
published storyline from the UC Utilities Authority: something like ... the
UCUA “forgot” to pass a resolution
last year assigning employees com-

pensation, which they “intended to
do all along”.
Although an unfortunate “oversight”, the script will likely refer to
the “need to compensate people for
their work”, possibly mentioning savings from the period where Ms.
DeFillipo ran the UCIA, but forgetting that it was her “unique” salary
and benefit package that finally made
her position untenable. We have all
seen this movie before.
The problem with the UCUA passing a retroactive resolution to “fix the
mistake”, is that it is simply not credible. Mr. Sullivan has worked in the
public sector for many years in positions of authority, including a long
period on the Union County Freeholder Board. He is keenly aware that
payments cannot randomly be made
to employees (besides the obvious
payroll issues, including mandated
withholding, etc.).
Counsel Kraig Dowd is also a
highly experienced attorney and well
aware of what is required by an independent Authority in the State of New
Jersey. Where were the UCUA commissioners in this? What should happen? At a minimum, the Chairman of
the UCUA James Huff, Executive
Director Dan Sullivan and Counsel
Kraig Dowd should all resign and an
independent monitor should have an
oversight role.
What likely will happen? Everyone will turn the other cheek and the
culture of corruption will continue as
before in Union County, the State of
New Jersey and the Port Authority.
Nothing to see here. Will I be proven
wrong?

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Holcad – An ancient Greek merchant ship
2. Torgoch – The red-bellied lake trout
3. Rurigenous – Born in the country
4. Internecine – Deadly to both sides;
great slaughter
DEHISCENCE
1. Humiliation; shame; falling from grace
2. In botany, a bursting or splitting open
of a seed capsule
3. Discontent
4. Inflammation of a mucous membrane;
especially of the auditory canals
DEGRAVATION
1. The act of making heavy
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. A starving or dying of hunger
4. Desperate; wanting
TRIPUDIATION
1. Violating faith or allegiance
2. The act of dancing
3. Being trampled under foot, as in a
stampede
4. A governing by three men or coalition
of three parties. A triumvirate
THIONIC
1. Containing or derived from sulfer
2. Shaped like the seed of a gourd
3. Artistically suited for show or display
4. Expressing great thanks; formerly used
to express thankfulness with surprise

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Protect the Value of
Your Home
I am 88 years old and grew up in
Mountainside. As a former elected
member of both the Union County
Regional School Board and the
Mountainside Borough Council, I am
well aware of the concern for school
expenditures.
Since a positive correlation exists
between high real estate values and
support for necessary school expenses
(whether for the physical plant or
teachers’ salaries), we all should support the March 11 bond question.
The state will reimburse us for 40
percent of principal and interest.
A “yes” vote on March 11 is a vote
for protecting the value of one of your
major investments — your home.
Marilyn Hart, Ed.D.
Mountainside

Support Referendum
For School Repairs
The need to renovate the Deerfield
School is undeniable. The roof leaks,
asbestos is on the floors, the bathrooms are deplorable, the list goes on
and on. Over time things wear out: a
malady of a successful facility is a
worn facility.
So a renovation is coming, the only
question is when. And how much are
we going to pay? Mountainside has
qualified to have the state pick up 40
percent of the costs if voters approve
the March 11, 2014 bond issue. State
assistance is not assured in the future
for a district like ours, which may not
be fair, but it is a fact.
So are we going to make the necessary repairs now with substantial assistance, or wait and pay a lot more
just a year or two from now? The
right choice is obvious — vote Yes on
March 11.
John Koehn
Mountainside

SPRING AHEAD

Mark Boehme
Summit

A ‘Yes’ Vote on Referendum
Is Fiscally Responsible Choice

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

My family has resided in
Mountainside for the last six years,
with two of our four boys attending
Deerfield School. I am the chairperson of the Mountainside Citizens
Advisory Committee in favor of the
referendum. At this point, it is no
longer breaking news that our schools
have deteriorated past the point of
acceptability. The facilities need to
be repaired and renovated. New
safety/security systems must be installed to comport with our present
environment.
On March 11, the residents of our
town have a rare, fantastic opportunity. We can accept the state’s offer to
cover 40 percent of the costs!
Throughout this process, I have
learned that when some people hear
“Referendum” or “Vote,” their automatic answer is “No. I have to spend
money. I do not care to even listen to
your next sentence.” However, this
referendum is different.
This is a vote to accept the state’s
40-percent offer. The school facilities work is going to be completed,
regardless of the passing/failure of
the referendum. It would be

pennywise and dollar foolish to respond to the state, “No, we would
prefer to pay 100 percent of the costs
ourselves. You keep our tax money.”
This type of offer is not generally
available to Mountainside and it happens to coincide with a time period
wherein the district’s renovations/
safety/security represent dire issues.
A Yes vote will cost the average tax
assessed homeowner a monthly increase of $24.08 over the life of the
bond, similar to a mortgage – that is
two pizzas a month. A No vote will
force the Board of Education to utilize waivers that will forever increase
taxes. It will increase our yearly tax
base and we are no longer eligible for
the 40-percent contribution from the
state.
The fiscally responsible, conservative choice is to vote Yes on March
11. Let the state return some of our
tax money to our community. This
will enable our district to keep taxes
reasonable and affordable for every
resident in town.
Wendy Fech-Caccamo,
Chair, MCAC Mountainside

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME... “IT’S NOT TO
LET THE SUNLIGHT
IN, IT’S TO LET THE
DARKNESS OUT” B.F.
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Mountainside BOE, School Facilities Project, Local Property Tax Projection
Mar 4, 2014 Analysis Assumptions
1. Total Project Total Cost:
$19,484,628
2. Assumed State Aid: 40 percent Annual State Debt Service Aid (which
equates to $7,793,851 portion of Project
cost, plus interest expense allocable to
such portion)
3. Assumed Local Share of Total
Project: $11,690,777 portion of Project
cost, plus interest expense allocable to
such portion)
4. 2014 Aggregate Assessed
Mountainside Property Values (AAPV):
$482,620,600
5. Fluctuation of AAPV Over Term of
School Bonds: stable
6. Average Assessed Property Value:
$164,050
7. Current BOE Statutory Debt Capacity: $65,542,919 ($68,162,919 total capacity minus $2,620,000 in outstanding
debt)
Note: Mountainside has not undertaken a property revaluation process in
several years. As a result, there is generally disparity between property assessed
values and current market values. Thus,
it will be important for Mountainside
residents to understand that the Property
Tax Impact of the school facilities project
is calculated off assessed values, and not
market values.
7. Date of Bond Referendum: March
11, 2014
8. Date of Issuance of School Bonds:
July 15, 2014
9. Term of School Bonds: 20 years
10. Interest Rate on School Bonds: 4
percent
11. Interest Payment Dates: Each January 15 and July 15, commencing January
15, 2015
12. Principal Payment Dates: Each July
15, in years 2015 through 2034
13. Structure of School Bonds: level
annual debt service
Note: 2014 School Bonds debt service
is assumed to be not “wrapped” around
existing 2011 School Bonds debt service
that matures on 7/15/2022, this being
because the State currently has been unwilling to approve such “wrap” structures (see more on 2011 School Bonds
below).
Local Share Property Tax Projection
for 2014 School Bonds
Property Tax Impact assumes an
$19,484,628 School Bonds issuance on
July 15, 2014
Annual Debt Service for $11,690,777
local share portion of 2014 School Bonds:
$850,250
Annual Property Tax Impact:
$100,000 Assessed Property: SFY
2014-15: $088 (1/2 year debt service)
SFYs 2015-16 thru 3035-36: $176 (full
year debt service)
$164,050 Assessed Property: SFY
2014-15: $145 (1/2 year debt service)
(average assessed value)
SFYs 2015-16 thru 3035-36: $289 (full
year debt service)
Regarding Outstanding 2011 School
Bonds
School District currently has
$2,620,000 outstanding principal amount
of 2011 School Bonds
2011 School Bonds mature on 7/15/
2022
Annual debt service on 2011 School
Bonds is approximately $370,000 for

SFY 2013-14, and gradually decreases to
approximately $306,000 in SFY 202223
Thus, starting in SFY 2023-24 after
2011 School Bonds are paid off, Property
Tax Impact on all School Bonds (2011
and 2014 on a combined basis), will
decrease by $64 per $100,000 of Assessed Property Value
Will State Aid be Available in Future
if Voters Vote No Now?
For the first three years of the Christie
Administration, NJDOE did not authorize any form of State Aid (up-front grants
or annual debt service aid). Such aid was
made available only during the current
State fiscal year, which ends on June 30,
2014. The Board has no way of knowing
if the State will continue to make such aid
available in future State fiscal years.
NJDOE has now issued formal 40 percent annual State debt service aid letters
to the Board for the entire Project, but
those letters are ONLY valid and enforceable if the Mountainside voters approve the Project referendum.
Assuming the voters do not approve
the Project referendum at the March 11,
2014 special election, the Board cannot
be certain to ever obtain new State approval letters for any future Project referendum should the Board decide to present
the Project to the voters again.
Assuming there is no 40 percent State
debt service aid available in the future,
and the Board determines to represent the
Project to the voters again, the annual
property tax impact of the Project would
increase as follows:
Annual Property Tax Impact:
$100,000 Assessed Property: first year:
$147 (1/2 year debt service)
2nd through 21st year: $294 (full year
debt service)
$164,050 Assessed Property: first year:
$242 (1/2 year debt service)
(average assessed value)
2nd through 21st year: $482 (full year
debt service)
The reason for such increases is because the Mountainside property taxpayers would be paying for 100 percent of
the Project bond annual debt service, as
opposed to just 60 percent.
“The Cost of Doing Nothing”
Many voters who vote “no” assume
there is no property tax consequence to
their no vote, but in most instances this is
not accurate.
Here are examples of how this is not
necessarily accurate in Mountainside:
1. The School District Architect has
estimated that implementation of the
Project will generate approximately
$127,500 in annual operating budget savings. This translates to $26 in savings
annually per $100,000 of assessed property value, or $43 in savings annually for
the average assessed Mountainside property. If the Project is not implemented,
there will be no such savings, and more
likely, the costs of operating and maintaining the older school facilities utility
systems will continue to increase, placing more pressure on the annual operating budget (which is subject to a statutory
annual 2 percent growth cap on both the
budget and the property tax to support the
budget, with certain cap exceptions, such
as pension costs and bond debt service).
2. The School District Architect has
estimated the aggregate costs of the roof,
window and boiler components of the

Expand Your Mind through the

7th Annual

Anne and Lee Hale Speaker Series
Made possible by grants from
The Thomas Glasser Foundation and The Anne and Lee Hale Fund
Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library

Reverend Dr. Robert Higgs
Noted historian and chair of the
Elizabethtown Anniversary Committee

“Elizabethtown: the 350th Celebration
of the founding of New Jersey”

Project to be $4,370,700, for so long as
such components are undertaken as component parts of the overall $19,484,628
Project. Conversely, the Architect has
estimated that the aggregate costs of such
components, if undertaken individually
on their own, would increase to
$7,284,500 (a 66 percent increase). This
is as a result of the loss of all economies
of scale of aggregating all the Project
components in one aggregate, construction bid proposal/cycle.
Under the Education Law, the Board
would be permitted, with NJDOE approval, to undertake such a roof/window/
boiler project, without voter approval,
but the Board would be limited to financing such project via a not-exceeding 5year lease financing structure. These provisions exist in the Education Law to
afford School Districts a path to undertake major systems repairs without voter
approval, if absolutely necessary, but the
financing term limitations result in very
high property tax impacts during the 5year financing term. In addition, the annual lease debt service payments are included inside the statutory school operating budget cap, placing great pressure on
the operating budget.
For example, the estimated annual debt
service on a 5-year, 4 percent, $7,284,500
lease financing for a roof/window/boiler
project would be approximately $965,900
annually. This translates to $200 in prop-

erty tax annually per $100,000 of assessed property value, or $328 in property tax impact annually for the average
assessed Mountainside property.
There are three distinct disadvantages
to undertaking such a project and financing same via a 5-year lease financing:
First, the placement of such lease payments for school facilities systems repairs inside the operating budget would
surely place burdensome pressures on
budgeting for educational items. When a
project is undertaken with voter approval,
the Board is authorized to finance same
via long-term school bonds, the debt service on which are not inside the operating
budget cap.
Second, the annual property tax impact of such project during the term of the
lease financing actually exceeds the annual property tax impact of doing the
entire Project and financing same via 20year school bonds.
Third, and perhaps most importantly,
even though the benefits of such project
would inure to multiple generations of
Mountainside property taxpayers, the
costs of such project would be exclusively paid by only the next 5 years of
property taxpayers, resulting in a grossly
disproportionate allocation of project
benefit vs. project payment responsibility.
Anthony J. Pannella, Esq.
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, P.A.

‘Yes’ Vote on March 11 Referendum
Will Help Schools and Community
I moved to Mountainside in 1997
because I was attracted to the small town
atmosphere, good schools and proximity to Manhattan. At the time there
weren’t as many young families living
in town, but my husband and I could see
it would be a great place to raise one. In
1999, newly pregnant, we almost moved
out as we needed a larger home, but no
other town compared to the close-knit
community we already lived in. Fortunately, we were able to find a larger
home and remain in town.
As with most homes, we’ve had our
share of maintenance issues over the
years, replacing windows and repairing
shingles. These same type of basic maintenance issues are also plaguing our
schools. Not only does leaky roofing,
old inefficient windows, a faulty boiler
and broken bathrooms cost taxpayers
money in the form of wasted energy and
short-term fixes, they affect the ability
of our children to learn and detract from
the long held positive image
Mountainside has always carried.
However, there is an affordable, viable solution. The state has offered to
pay 40 percent of these repairs in school
facility aid. Residents will pay only 60
percent of the repairs over a 20-year
period. If we vote no, the residents will
pay for 100 percent of the work forever
– it will be rolled into our tax base and
never disappear. There is no guarantee
the state will make this offer available
again, so we need to take advantage of it
now by voting yes on the referendum on
March 11.
If the vote does not pass, the board of
education will be forced to enact emer-

gency waivers to fix the school as the
repairs are dire. By then the damage will
be done and our image, and subsequently
our house values, will be forever tarnished. An unsafe school is not a good
image for any town.
Why you should approve the referendum:
State pays 40 percent of all the repairs
and we pay 60 percent over a 20-year
period and then we are done! Otherwise,
we pay 100 percent rolled into our tax
base forever!
Our students don’t have to wear coats
to school because the boiler is broken.
Or carry umbrellas to class because the
roof is leaking. And we don’t need to
watch our energy bills get sucked out the
broken windows.
We continue to uphold the reasons
why we all moved to Mountainside to
begin with – a town that cares about each
other and its community members —
even the smallest ones.
Elisa Roland
Mountainside
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Westfield’s Tuohy Receives Citation
During Naval Nuclear Training
WESTFIELD —Westfield resident ing a fire at the S8G Prototype. ImmeKevin J. Tuohy, Machinist Mate Sec- diately responding to the secondary
ond Class, received a Citation from the scene, he expeditiously faked out the
Commanding Officer J. W.
engine room middle level
Edwards of the Naval
hose in support of attack
Nuclear Power Training
team “B,” ensuring the
Unit located in Ballston
non-stop and efficient use
Spa, N.Y. He received the
of the auxiliary sea water
Citation for professional
hose and containment of
achievement in the supethe fire. Additionally, he
rior performance of his
provided outstanding supduties as chemistry radiaport to the primary scene
tion controls cube rapid
by changing out self conresponder, Naval Nuclear
tained breathing apparaPower Training Unit,
tus bottles and maintainBallston Spa, N.Y. on Noing communications beP.O. Kevin Tuohy
vember 30, 2013.
tween the scene and damPetty Officer Tuohy conage control staging.
sistently performed his demanding
Petty Officer Tuohy’s personal iniduties in an exemplary and highly pro- tiative and unswerving devotion to
fessional manner.An outstanding sailor, duty reflected credit upon himself
he displayed exceptional leadership and and were in keeping with the highest
in-depth plant casualty knowledge dur- traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

Freedom and Democracy Came From
Legal System of England and Wales
The ever-declining living standard,
international image and global influence of America have strongly demonstrated one thing: The United States
is not competent to continue as an
independent country.
During the initial chapter of American history, our nation enjoyed a wave
of beginner’s luck in terms of global
success. Luck that only existed because of the United Kingdom’s significant investment into the new world
colonies providing infrastructure,
defense, culture and law.
Americans did not create the legal
system and its principles that have
since become talking points for misguided illusions of American grandeur and exceptionalism. Our values
of freedom and democracy came directly from the well-established and
model legal system of England and
Wales.
Left to its own independent home
rule, the United States has become an
indebted and war-mongering train
wreck of a nation, akin to a heavily
intoxicated teenager on the world
stage. Our country has embraced draconian concepts such as secret war-

rant-less searches and dragnet national security programs designed to
subvert the rule of law. American
history classes do not bother to teach
how modern day protections against
unreasonable search and seizure have
their roots in abuses of power by the
King of England. Our human rights
record is deplorable, both at the international level with things like the
Abu Ghraib prison torture scandal
and locally with the well-documented
racial bias and misconduct issues of
the State Police and other New Jersey
law enforcement agencies.
I’d much prefer to see the Queen as
head of state and the Prime Minister
as our head of government. As far as
I know, London Bridge is not having
any lane closures due to fictitious
traffic studies for political purposes
and the UK’s National Health Service (NHS) actually provides the
healthcare it is supposed to.
Besides, it’s not like we can use an
anti-tax argument in New Jersey of
all places.
Eric Hafner
Toms River

Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

Call Jon Bramnick
The Money Game
see:
www.goleader.com/money/
and
www.goleader.com/ballyhoo/
games/101.htm

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
MILLIONS OF RETURNS WERE REJECTED LAST YEAR
This year hire a professional and avoid the headache

 Daniel Cullinane CPA

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1 6 Wernik Place, Metuchen, NJ 08840

732-516-1648

MBA in taxation CPA NJ, NY, Fla 35 years experience
www.DanielCullinanecpa.com

Wednesday, March 19 7:00 pm
Westfield Memorial Library

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

OWEN BRAND

Dr. Darlene Gibbon
Westfield resident, researcher, and Chief of Gynecologic
Oncology at the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey

ML# 222999
Your Hometown

“Personalized Medicine: what targeted
therapy will mean for cancer care”

MORTGAGE BANKER

Wednesday, May 14 7:00 pm
Westfield Memorial Library

Bruce Johnson
former Westfield resident, author and popular
sports writer of the Devil’s Den for The Westfield Leader

“Westfield, the sports capital of New Jersey”
Wednesday, September 17 7:00 pm
Westfield Memorial Library

Freia Mitarai
former Westfield resident and member of the
Met’s Volunteer Organization Executive Committee

“The Volunteer Program at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art”
Wednesday, November 5 7:00 pm
Westfield Memorial Library

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349
obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Open to the public. Pre-registration required.
Register online at www.wmlnj.org and click on the Online Calendar
or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0.
The Westfield Memorial Library 550 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

A FRACTION OF THE COST
OF TRADITIONAL DIVORCE
· Divorce Mediation
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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SAR Dinner Meeting on Tap
For March 19 In Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Annual
Chapter Dinner Meeting of the Sons
of the American Revolution, West
Fields Chapter, will be held on
Wednesday, March 19, at the Echo

Rosary Altar Society
To Honor Saints
WESTFIELD — The Rosary Altar Society of Holy Trinity and St.
Helen’s parishes will meet at noon
on Thursday, March 13, at the Holy
Trinity Parish Center.
Participants will honor, in prayer
and in song, St. Patrick, whose Feast
Day is Monday, March 17, and St.
Joseph, whose Feast Day is Wednesday, March 19.
Attendees are asked to bring a
bag lunch and later will have an
opportunity to sample a dessert table
featuring baked goods donated by
members.
All women from the two parishes
and their friends are welcome. The
parish center is located adjacent to
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

POLICE BLOTTER

Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue in Westfield. A
cash bar will open at 6 p.m., with
dinner following at 7 p.m.
The program will include awards
and recognitions and the nomination, election and installation of
chapter officers. Steve Edenbo, who
has been portraying Thomas
Jefferson for more than 14 years,
will be the featured speaker.
Mr. Edenbo has researched
America’s third president as a resident fellow at Monticello’s International Center for Jefferson Studies in Charlottesville, Va. His keynote speeches and one-man shows
bring Jefferson’s leadership and
vision to the forefront at his presentations. He appears regularly at such
venues as The National Archives in
Washington, D.C. and at Independence Hall and the Declaration
House in Independence National
Historical Park in Philadelphia.
The meeting and dinner will be
open to the public, but reservations
are required. The cost of the dinner
is $48. For information, call Warren Fristensky at (908) 654-1731.

Library Schedules Program
On Harmony Meditation
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a program on the Art and Science of Harmony Meditation on Wednesday,
March 12, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Master Johwa Choi, a local author
and founder of Harmony Meditation,
a meditation and yoga center in
Westfield, will present the program.
“Whether you’re new to meditation
or an expert, you will gain interactive
insights to inspire you and show you
how meditation applies to your daily
life,” he said.
He also will detail the strategies for
pursuing “true unadulterated completion” that he discusses in his recently
published book, “Harmony Medita-

tion: A New Way to Completion.”
“Best of all, there is no need to take
a sabbatical or to travel to the other
side of the world for expert guidance
in connecting to your most harmonious self,” Master Choi concluded.
This program will be open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, call the
Westfield Memorial Library at (908)
789-4090, extension 0.
To register for the program, visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.

  
 
 



  
 
  

LOCAL FAVORITES...PetroGrass, a bluegrass band featuring the talents of
local musicians, will appear in concert on Wednesday, March 12, at 7 p.m. at the
Garwood Public Library. The band performs a varied repertoire, ranging from
country and folk music to sea shanties and Irish tunes and waltzes.

Bluegrass Band PetroGrass
Due at Garwood Library
GARWOOD — Union County
bluegrass band PetroGrass will perform a concert at the Garwood Public Library on Wednesday, March
12, at 7 p.m. The Garwood Library
is located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex.
PetroGrass features Garwood’s
Ed Majeski on vocals, banjo and
harmonica, with Joe Petrozziello
on mandolin. Cranford musicians
Russ Kelner is on fiddle, Nancy
Kelner is on flute and Greg Purachev

is on guitar. Their repertoire includes country and folk music, sea
shanties, Irish tunes and waltzes,
among other offerings.
This group appears at a variety of
venues throughout the year. Registration is required for this event and
may be done in person at the library, by calling (908) 789-1670 or
by signing up on the library
website’s interactive calendar found
at youseemore.com/garwood. Interested persons are asked to register
early as space is limited.

The Truth About Self-Esteem:
Hellenic Therapy Center
Self-esteem is a way of thinking, have what is called an addiction.
feeling and acting that implies that Addiction is an attachment to someyou accept, respect, trust and be- thing or someone outside yourself
lieve in yourself. When you accept that you feel you need to provide a
yourself, you can live comfortably sense of inner satisfaction or relief.
with both your personal
Frequently this attachstrengths and weakment substitutes preocnesses without undue
cupation with a subself-criticism. When you
stance or activity for
respect yourself you achealthy human relaknowledge your own
tionships. It may also
dignity and value as a
substitute a temporary
unique human being.
feeling of control or
You treat yourself well
power for a more lastin much the same way
ing sense of inner conyou would treat somefidence and strength.
one else you respect.
A healthy alternative
Self-trust means that
to addiction is to work
your behaviors and feel- Maria Sikoutris Di Iorio on building your selfings are consistent
esteem. Growing in
enough to give you an inner sense self-esteem means developing conof continuity and coherence despite fidence and strength from within.
changes and challenges in your ex- While still enjoying life fully, you
ternal circumstances. To believe in no longer need to appropriate or
yourself means that you feel you identify with something or somedeserve to have the good things in one outside yourself to feel okay.
life. It also means that you have The basis for your self-worth is
confidence that you can fulfill your internal. As such, it is much more
deepest personal needs, aspirations lasting and stable.
and goals.
At the Hellenic Therapy Center,
The truth about self-esteem is that we have a team of licensed profesit needs to come from within. When sionals with extensive experience
self-esteem is low, the deficiency working with couples, individuals
creates a feeling of emptiness that and children on matters of selfyou may try to fill by latching on – esteem. We offer day, evening and
often compulsively — to something weekend hours. For further inforexternal that provides a temporary mation, please call Ms. Maria
sense of satisfaction and fulfillment. Sikoutris Di Iorio at (908) 322When the quest to fill your inner 0112 or visit hellenictherapy.com.
emptiness by appropriating somePaid Bulletin Board
thing from outside becomes desgoleader.com/express
perate, repetitive or automatic, you
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Oh’ Brian’s to Sponsor
St. Pat’s Celebration
FANWOOD — Oh’ Brian’s
Pourhouse will sponsor the Fourth
Annual St. Patrick’s Celebration
at the north side of the Fanwood
Train Station from 12:30 to 9:30
p.m. this Saturday, March 8.
A variety of entertainment for
the entire family will be featured,
including Irish step dancing, bands,
disc jockey, bagpipes, children’s
activities, a 50/50 raffle and silent
auction. There also will be a full
Irish buffet, kid-friendly options
and American favorites. A large
heated tent will be provided for
attendees.

Discounted $7 advance tickets
are available at Oh’ Brian’s
Pourhouse, Oh’ Brian’s on the
Green, Seafare Chippery, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders Music
Booster Club, Be Craftful and
Children’s Specialized Hospital.
All proceeds will benefit
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Boosters Association and the Police Athletic League (PAL). Groups
and individuals interested in volunteering on the day of the event
are asked to call Brian Walter at
(908) 322-3700.

Westfield
Tuesday, February 25, John Frosoni,
29, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Jersey City warrant for
$100 following a motor vehicle stop at
West South and Central Avenues. He
was released after posting bail.
Thursday, February 27, Lateerah
Williams, 30, of East Orange was
arrested on an outstanding Newark
warrant for $200 following a motor
vehicle stop at the South Avenue traffic circle. Williams was processed
and released after posting bail.
Thursday, February 27, Joshua L.
Adkins, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield for $1,235 pursuant to being
transported to Westfield police headquarters by Union County Sheriff’s
Office personnel. He was processed
and released after appearing before the
municipal court judge, who placed him
on a court order time payment plan.
Sunday, March 2, Michael
Gunshefski, 26, of Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding Bayonne traffic warrant for $250 as the result of a
motor vehicle stop on the 200 block of
Clark Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a court date. A
passenger in the vehicle, James
Kloepping, 56, of Bayonne, was arrested on an outstanding Monmouth
County Sheriff’s warrant for $64,701
for unpaid child support. He was held
while awaiting the arrival of Sheriff’s
Office personnel.
Monday, March 3, Vincenzo Orlando, 22, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of East South
Avenue near Central Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
with a summons.
Scotch Plains
Wednesday, February 26, a resident of Forest Road reported that
someone removed her cell phone,
valued at approximately $150.
Thursday, February 27, a resident
of Martine Avenue reported that
sometime over the previous several
days someone removed her cell
phone, valued at approximately $300.
Thursday, February 27, a resident
of Flanders Avenue reported that

someone withdrew approximately
$9,000 from his savings account without his authorization.
Thursday, February 27, Penni Freeman-Green, 49, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue. After Freeman-Green failed several field
sobriety tests at the scene, she was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.
Friday, February 28, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
someone made approximately $4,000
in purchases on his credit card without his authorization.
Sunday, March 2, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that sometime overnight someone damaged the
rear window of his motor vehicle,
which was parked in front of his house.
Sunday, March 2, Martha Lewis,
22, of Basking Ridge was arrested
and charged with DWI after police
responded to Park Avenue on a report
of a motor vehicle accident. According to police, it was determined that
Lewis had struck two parked vehicles
with her vehicle. After failing several
field sobriety tests, she was transported to police headquarters, processed and released.
Fanwood
Thursday, February 27, Guy Ceide,
62, of East Orange was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on the 70
block of Martine Avenue on an active
warrant out of Clifton. He was processed and released by the Clifton
Municipal Court.
Friday, February 28, Carlos
Salgado, 18, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct after police responded to a
report of a disorderly person at
Martine and South Avenues. According to police, when officers arrived
they located Salgado, who was being
disorderly and yelling profanities at
people. He was processed and released pending his court date.
Monday, March 3, Tyron Gardner,
26, of Jersey City was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at La
Grande and Beech Avenues on active
warrants out of Warren Township,
Irvington and Watchung. He was processed and turned over to the Warren
Township Police Department.

Free Course on Mental Illness
To Commence Next Tuesday
WESTFIELD — The Union
County Chapter of NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) will
present a Family-to-Family Education Program beginning on Tuesday,
March 11. Available free of charge,
with all necessary materials furnished
at no cost, the course will be held
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday evenings over a 12-week period.
This course is offered specifically
to the parents, siblings, spouses, teenage and adult children, and significant others of individuals with severe
and persistent mental illness.
In a confidential setting, loved ones
will learn how to understand and support their ill relative while maintaining
their own well-being. The program is
not appropriate for individuals who,
themselves, suffer from one of the major
mental disorders. The course will be
taught by NAMI members who have
completed intensive training.
Curriculum topics will include
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder
(manic depression), clinical depression, panic disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder and other such conditions; the clinical treatment of
these illnesses and how caregivers
can learn to cope more effectively.
Attendees will learn about the biology of the brain, new research,
medications, skills needed to successfully communicate with a relative and how to deal with critical
periods. Other topics will include
advocacy, fighting stigma and prob-

lem-solving.
Classes will meet at St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church, located at 332
Madison Hill Road in Clark. Registration is required prior to the beginning of the course. To register, call
Antoinette at (908) 245-6305. Refreshments will be served.

Senior Comm. Begins
Registration For Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS — The first of
three trips which are sponsored by
the Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Committee is planned to
Mount Haven Resort in New Milford,
Pa. for Wednesday, April 23.
Participants will enjoy a day of
bingo, movies and shopping at the
facility. On arrival a breakfast buffet
will be offered. An all-you-can-eat
lunch buffet with dessert also is included in this trip. Joey Vincent, a
singer, musician, impressionist and
comedian, will provide entertainment.
Registration for this trip must be
made in the Recreation Office, Room
113, of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, located at 430 Park Avenue.
Registration for residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood already is underway at a cost of $45 per person.
Registration for all others will begin
on Monday, March 17, at a cost of
$47 per person, space permitting.
The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains at
8:30 a.m. and return at approximately 5:45 p.m.

Goods & Services You Need
BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

OLIVER A

PAVING

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

908-322-1956

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Maple Sugar Sunday on Tap
At Miller-Cory March 9
WESTFIELD — Visitors are invited to the Miller-Cory House Museum this Sunday, March 9, for
“Maple Sugar Sunday” from 2 to 4
p.m. The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
One of the seasonal tasks of farm
life in colonial days was sugar-making in the maple woods. The production of syrup and sugar from the sap
of the maple tree is the oldest known
industry in America.
The Reverend John Mills of
Fanwood will talk about the technique of maple sugaring, explaining
how the maple sap rises and flows,
how it is collected using wooden
buckets and handmade spiles, and
how sugar and syrup are made from
the sap. However, no tree will actually be tapped. This program is described as appropriate for children.
Sunday’s program also will include tours of the restored, 1740
farmhouse, and 18th-century openhearth cooking demonstrations will
resume in the museum’s Frazee
Building. Members of the cooking
committee will prepare food using
early American recipes, colonial-era
cooking tools and seasonal foods,

including maple syrup. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, will be open.
Admission will be $3 for adults
and children age 13 and older, $2 for
children ages 3 to 12 and free for
those under age 3.
Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Jews in 18th-Century America” on March 23; “Celebrate the Season with Spring Cookie
Decorating” on April 6, and the
museum’s annual “Sheep to Shawl
Festival” on April 27, from 1 to 4 p.m.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
is available for school, Scout or other
group tours on weekdays during the
morning or after school. Other programs include a showcase of 18thcentury skills during which volunteers demonstrate colonial-era crafts
and discuss 18th-century life in New
Jersey for interested groups, including on-site at local schools.
For more information, call (908)
232-1776
or
e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. Details on all programs also are posted
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Pioneering Photographers
To Be Genealogy Topic
WESTFIELD — Gary D. Saretzky,
archivist and photographer, will be
the guest speaker at the regular meeting of the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields on Thursday, March
13. Mr. Saretzky will present a slide
show of vintage photographs taken
by some of the more than 3,000 photographers active in New Jersey prior
to 1900. These pioneers will be profiled and discussed within the larger
context of 19th-century photography.
Mr. Saretzky has worked as an
archivist for more than 40 years,
having spent time at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin and the
Monmouth County Archives, where
he has been county archivist for more
than three decades. He has taught
the history of photography at Mercer County Community College and
also has served as coordinator of the
Public History Internship Program

for the Rutgers University History
Department since 1994.
Under the auspices of the Horizons
Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, he lectures around the state on topics related to the history of photography.
His writings include “Nineteenth
Century New Jersey Photography”
in the journal New Jersey History in
the Fall/Winter 2004 issue.
Open to the public at no charge,
the program will begin at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East Broad Street. A
brief business meeting will precede
Mr. Saretzky’s presentation. Light
refreshments and a question-andanswer period with Mr. Saretzky will
be included. For more information,
call Nancy Humphrey, president, at
(908) 612-6029 or e-mail her at
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com.

Congregation Beth Israel
To Hold Purim Celebration
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel will hold a family Purim
celebration on Sunday, March 16, from
9:30 a.m. to noon. This event will be
free and open to the community. Participants are encouraged to wear costumes, as is customary during the Jewish holiday of Purim.
The Megillah, the Book of Esther
traditionally read on Purim, will be
read in an abbreviated form to appeal
to children. The Megillah will be
read in its entirety at Purim services
on Saturday evening, March 15, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
A Purim carnival will follow the
child-friendly Megillah reading. The
carnival will feature a bouncy house,
games, food and prizes. There also

Our Lady of Lourdes
Plans St. Pat’s Party
MOUNTAINSIDE – The parish
community of Our Lady of Lourdes
will celebrate the Feast of St. Patrick
with a dinner-dance on Saturday,
March 15, beginning at 7 p.m. in the
parish’s Pollard Auditorium.
This “Wearing o’ the Green” party
will feature music by DJ Platinum,
bagpipers and a performance by an
Irish Dance troupe. Beer and wine
will be included along with traditional Irish fare of corned beef and
cabbage, potatoes, salad, soda bread
and dessert. Tickets for the event are
$40 per person.
A highlight of the evening will be
the drawing of the Super 50/50 Raffle,
where three winners will be announced. Raffle tickets are $20 each.
Raffle tickets can be obtained at the
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Rectory,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside, by calling (908) 2321162 or before and after each weekend Mass.

will be a costume parade.
“Purim is a fun holiday for the entire family. We look forward to welcoming the community to Congregation Beth Israel for this wonderful
day,” said Elly Bauman, education
director of Congregation Beth Israel.
Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue,
serving the religious, cultural, educational and social needs of
congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surrounding
communities.
For more information, call the synagogue office at (908) 889-1830. Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way, at the corner of Martine
Avenue, in Scotch Plains.
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Presbyterian Church Reveals
Schedule For Lenten Events

MR. AND MRS. KIHUNG KEITH LAM
(She is the former Miss Shannon Elizabeth Kunath)

Miss Shannon E. Kunath
Marries Kihung Keith Lam
Miss Shannon Elizabeth Kunath,
daughter of Kathleen E. Shannon and
George M. Kunath of Westfield, married Kihung Keith Lam on Saturday,
April 20, 2013. He is the son of
Jennifer Lam and K.C. Lam, both of
Memphis, Tenn.
The couple exchanged vows at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
in Newark, N.J., in a ceremony presided by Deacon Michael J. Keary.
Given in marriage by her parents,
the bride wore a strapless, lace tiered
Rivini gown and a matching scalloped lace mantilla veil, and carried a
bouquet of multi-color roses and succulents by Christoffers Flowers of
Mountainside.
Miss Pryce T. Gaynor, the bride’s
lifelong friend and next door neighbor
in Westfield, was maid of honor. The
bridesmaids included Miss Angela
Lam, sister of the groom; Miss
Alexandra Fetissoff, Miss Sarah
Round and Miss Miriam Zichlin, all
longtime friends of the bride from
Westfield; and Miss Marsha Simmons,
Dr. Olivia Fu and Dr. Myra Hu, all
close friends of the bride from Duke
University, where the couple met.
Christopher Lam, brother of the
groom, was best man. Serving as
groomsmen were George J. Kunath,
brother of the bride; Jamie Riney and
Andy Juang, longtime friends of the
groom from Memphis; and Charlie
Suwankosai, John Erickson, Jeff Sheely
and George Hwang, all close friends of
the groom from Duke. The flower girl
was Miss Nzali Juliet Mwanza-Shannon, a cousin of the bride. Miss Nesha
London, longtime caregiver to the bride
and her brother, and George Hwang
did scripture readings.
A reception at Echo Lake Country
Club inWestfield followed the ceremony.
The bride graduated from Westfield
High School in 2002 and earned her
Bachelor of Science in Economics
and English Magna Cum Laude from
Duke University in 2006. She received her Juris Doctor degree from
New York University School of Law

in 2010. She is admitted to the bar in
Connecticut and New York.
The groom graduated from Memphis University School in 2002 and
received his Bachelor of Science in
Computer Science from Duke University in 2006. He is a senior web developer at ESPN.com in Bristol, Conn.
The parents of the groom hosted a
rehearsal dinner the night before the
wedding at Cathay 22 in Springfield,
N.J. and a Chinese Wedding Banquet
at the New Asia Restaurant in
Germantown, Tenn. on April 28, 2013.
Following a honeymoon trip to
Puerto Vallarta, the couple resides in
Farmington, Conn.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
(908) 232-8787
· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has announced its
schedule of Lenten services and events
that are open to the community.
Lenten Soup and Bread Lunches
will be offered on Sundays after the 10
a.m. church service on March 9, 16,
23, 30 and April 6 in Assembly Hall,
the parking lot level of the church.
Tuesday evening prayer services
will be held at 7 p.m. in the Chapel on
March 11, 18, 25 and April 1 and 8,
where communion will be distributed.
Palm Sunday weekend services will
take place on Saturday, April 12, at 5
p.m. in the Chapel and Sunday, April
13, at 8 a.m. in the Chapel, 9:45 a.m.
in Westminster Hall for the
Wired4Worship service and 10 a.m.
in the main building’s Sanctuary.
Weather permitting; the Children’s
Easter Egg Hunt will be held on the
front lawn of the church at 11 a.m.
On Maundy Thursday, April 17, a
service will be held at 8 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.
On Good Friday, April 18, the Service of Nails will be held at noon in the

Garden Club Sets
Monday Meeting
WESTFIELD — All are invited
to join the Garden Club of Westfield
for its Tuesday, March 11 meeting
at noon in the Msgr. Meany Parish
Center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church. The church is located at
1600 Rahway Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
Janet Kinney will present the program. Among her many credentials,
Mrs. Kinney is a National Garden
Club Flower Show judge. Everyone
may bring a small bouquet to be
judged. Bouquets should be no larger
than eight-by-eight-by-eight inches.
Attendees also may just watch and
listen. Refreshments will be served.

Chapel. Tenebrae at 7:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary will feature the Chancel
Choir singing the Faure Requiem.
Tenebrae is Latin for “shadow” or
“darkness” and is a service where there
is gradual extinguishing of candles and
light throughout the evening.
There will be no Saturday service
on April 19.
Easter Sunday morning services will
be at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary with special music and at 9:45
a.m. for Wired4Worship in
Westminster Hall.
A special Easter Breakfast will be
served from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in Assembly Hall. No reservations are necessary for this free breakfast or any of
the services. For more information
about the church or the services, call
(908) 233-0301 during business hours.
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
is located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Celebrate St. Pat
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold a St.
Patrick’s Day celebration on Monday, March 10, at 1:30 p.m. at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Parish
Center. The parish center is located
adjacent to the church on Westfield
Avenue in Westfield.
The Irish Dancers from the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School will
entertain at the event. Friends are
invited and new members are always welcome. Father Matt Looney
will discuss the club’s Thursday,
April 17 trip to the Paper Mill Playhouse. There are still seats available. Club members also are reminded to bring donations for the
Westfield Food Pantry.

www.goleader.com

“Looking for a church that is democratically governed; where
faith, reason and science are in serious dialogue rather than
opposition; where you will be welcomed for who you are and
where you are on your faith journey, but also encouraged and
inspired to reach higher and grow deeper in your relationship
with God? First Congregational Church of Westﬁeld may be
just what you are looking for. But don’t take my word for it.
Come see for yourself.” – Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea

Everyone’s Welcome–Especially You!
First Congregational Church welcomes people of
every race, age, gender, marital circumstance,
sexual orientation, physical or psychological
ability and theological tradition.

Weekly Worship and Church School,
Sunday at 10 a.m.
125 Elmer Street, Westﬁeld
GDDPGXFTUmFMEPSHt
A member of the United Church of Christ

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

richardjkaplow.com

Please join us for a Visitors Worship and Open House
on Sunday, March 16 at 10 a.m.

Friends of the Scotch Plains Public Library
1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908) 322-5007

CHILDREN’S & ADULT
GIANT BOOK SALE
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE

Saturday March 8
Monday March 10

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
1 p.m. – 5 p.m.

(and continues during the Giant Sale – dates below)

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com
Master Plumber License No. 6548

ADULT GIANT BOOK SALE
Wednesday March 12 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Members Presale!*
Thursday March 13 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. Sale opens to all!
Friday
March 14 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. All books half price!
Saturday March 15 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. $7 bag sale all day!
*Friends of SPPL & Fanwood Friends & new members may join at the door

Thousands of Used Books
~ Hard Cover from $2.00 / ~ Paperback from 50¢
Plus CDs, DVDs, Audio Books, Rare, Old and Collectable Books

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

UNCLUTTER FOR SPRING!
Wednesday, March 12th
7:00 PM

Drawers filled to the brim?
Scared to open your closets?
Author and expert organizer

HE CHELSEA
Jamie Novak TA
T FANWOOD
shows us how to tackle our
spring cleaning checklists!
Get a plan! Get motivated!

295 SOUTH AVENUE
FANWOOD, NJ 07023
www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Please RSVP: 908-654-5200 by Mar. 10th
Refreshments served
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Robert J. Bell, Sr., 82, Navy Veteran;
Retired Westfield Deputy Police Chief
Robert J. Bell, Sr., 82, of Manning, boating, water aerobics, delivering
S.C. died on Tuesday, February 25, Meals on Wheels and watching his
beloved New York Giants and Yanfollowing a short illness.
Born October 1931 in New York kees.
Bob is survived by his wife, Karen,
City, he was a veteran of the Korean
of Manning, S.C., and her
War, where he proudly
children from a previous
served as a member of
marriage; his son and
the United States Navy
daughter-in-law, Robert Jr.
on the USS Leyte (CVand Jennifer (Sameth); his
32). Shortly after his disgrandchildren, Madeleine,
charge, he joined the
Audrey and Brandon, of
Westfield Police DepartMatthews, N.C.; his
ment in Westfield, N.J.,
where he remained from
daughter, Bonnie; granddaughters, Emeline and
1955 until his retirement
Lydia, of Fort Washingin 1988 as deputy chief
of police. Officer Bell
ton, Pa.; sister, Anne
(Richards) of Menifee,
was the recipient of sevCalif.; sister and brothereral honors during his
Robert J. Bell, Sr.
tenure: two Medals of
in-law, Mary and James
Valor, three Command Citations and Nordell of Spring City, Tenn.; sisterin-law, Louise (Galante) of New York
one Certificate of Merit.
A true believer in the value of a City, and several cousins, nieces and
good education, he interrupted his own nephews. He is preceded in death by
to serve his country, but returned to his first wife, Judy, and his brother,
obtain his degree from Union County Alexander, of New York City.
A strong supporter of Westfield
College. A resident of the town of
Westfield for over 40 years, he mar- Athletics, in lieu of flowers, the famried Judith Anne Lubben in 1956; ily requests that you consider a donaJudy preceded him in death in 2002.
tion to be made in his name to the
He was a resident of Primehook Westfield PAL, P.O. Box 873,
Beach, Del. for a short period of time Westfield, N.J. 07090. A memorial
before relocating to Manning, S.C., service was held in Manning, S.C. on
where he married Karen Wickstrom March 4. A private burial will take
Pleasanton in 2008. In retirement he place in New York.
March 6, 2014
enjoyed being a grandpa, golf, cards,

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will present an educational
program on Alzheimer’s Disease on
Wednesday, March 12, at 11:15 a.m.
Michelle Papka will speak on “Interventions for Alzheimer’s Disease:
The Old, the New and the Hope for the
Future.” The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Her talk will address such topics as
whether memory loss is simply due to
aging or if it could be indicative of a
more serious problem; whether it is
worth getting an evaluation and diagnosis, and whether anything can be
done anyway. Ms. Papka will talk about
the first diagnosed case of Alzheimer’s

SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13005258
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004810-13
Plaintiff: CENLAR FSB
VS.
Defendant: DEBRA A. ABEIGON ALA DEBRA
A. DOUVILLE
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eight Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Eight and
46/100*** $308,538.46.
CONCISE STATEMENT OF DESCRIPTION
OF REAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD
MUNICIPALITY: Fanwood Borough
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 15 Stewart Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 26, LOT: 31
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 40.00 feet x 152.44
feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 165.00 feet
Northeasterly from the intersection of the Northwesterly sideline of Stewart Place with the Northeasterly sideline of Terrill Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): Barry Williams holds a mortgage in the amount of
$200,000.00 as of 05/11/2006
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Eight and 03/
100*** $326,688.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14
Fee: $171.36

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000039
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-46340-09
Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-PA3
VS.
Defendant: DAVID FALK; LAURIE FALK;
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/22/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four
and 89/100*** $561,134.89.
The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 623 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 3301
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 134x190
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road and
Evergreen Avenue.
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water
information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Ninety-Five
Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-One and 72/
100*** $595,321.72 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in connection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-127958
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14
Fee: $212.16

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

Thomas Montagna, 80, Was Husband,
Father, Grandfather and Avid Golfer

When My Sister Robin Died, I Knew
I Had Lost My Hero and Champion

Disease, current data, diagnostic criteria and treatments.
Ms. Papka is the founder and director of The Cognitive and Research
Center of New Jersey (CRCNJ), located in Springfield. She and the
CRCNJ in collaboration with its affiliate, the Atlantic Neuroscience Institute at Overlook Hospital, offer
multi-disciplinary assessments of patients with age-related dementias.
This program will be free and open
to the community. For those wishing
to stay for lunch, the cost is $3.50.
Reservations are needed by Monday,
March 10. Interested persons are asked
to respond to Simone Klein at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 214, or
sklein@jccnj.org.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004759
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-9726-12
Plaintiff: MIDWITT LLC, AS ASSIGNEE OF
VELOCITY COMMERCIAL CAPITAL, AS ASSIGNEE OF NORTHFIELD BANK
VS.
Defendant: 415 WESTFIELD AVENUE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY AND RICHARD L.
Y ORKOWITZ
Sale Date: 03/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/08/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Thirty-Nine and 12/
100*** $428,039.12.
CONCISE PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union.
Premises commonly known as: 415 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot #: 52 in Block #: 3003
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately):
The irregular-shaped site encompasses a total of 2,340+ square feet, or 0.054+ acre in area,
bases on municipal tax map. The subject site
contains 32.7+ feet of frontage along Westfield
Avenue and has an average depth of 75+ feet.
Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Five Hundred Six and 79/100***
$451,506.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
PORZIO, BROMBETRG & NEWMAN P.C.
100 SOUTHGATE PARKWAY
PO BOX 1997
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 07962-1997
(973) 538-4006
4 T - 02/20, 02/27, 03/06
& 03/13/13
Fee: $175.44

– Obituaries –

Recently, my older sister, Robin
MacKenzie Wight, died. My father,
Thomas Herbert Wight, Jr., had
moved to Westfield from Staten Island in 1919 and lived on Rahway
Avenue. Robin and I grew up at 728
Embree Crescent and attended
Franklin School. When I was eleven,
Robin discovered a beautiful old prerevolutionary, colonial house at 1011
Wychwood Road that was owned by
the Ruhls. Passionately excited by
her amazing discovery, she quickly
convinced my Mom, Margaret
MacKenzie Isaacs Wight, and Dad
that this was the perfect house for our
family. Boy, was Robin prescient!
This incredible, wonderful old
house was a great fit for my younger
sister, Margie, and brother, David, as
well as Robin and me because we all
loved to be outside running, skipping
rope and playing croquet, softball and
hide-and-seek. Cloaked in a gorgeous,
billowing white blossomed cherry tree
in front and a huge, tri-masted horse
chestnut on the south side that shaded
half our home, these were our two
favorite trees to climb. This spacious,
forever green-growing property also
held an adventurous woods in back
with a hidden, cave-like root cellar,
seven different kinds of fruit, two apple
trees and an acre of open land for
playing and weekly mowing.
Tall, outgoing and bright-eyed, Robin
was a natural leader who carried a
sunny air of confidence and spirit. No
matter what adventure we sought or
where we were, she always made us
feel welcomed, safe and protected, even
when we were mischievous and rebellious kids — which was often.
A good athlete and a gifted modern
dancer, Robbie was always up for the
next adventure — and off we would
go — usually on the spur of the
moment! When school was in session, she’d ride her bike to Franklin
School and I’d hitch along on her
handlebars. One day the principal,
Mr. Hindman, caught us riding illegally and hauled us into his office for
a nasty scolding. Since it was my job
to keep a lookout for this notorious
principal, Robin was severely angered
at me. I responded by telling her:
“How was I supposed to know the

JCC to Present Program
On Alzheimer’s Disease

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

principal had a new car”? Then she
cracked up laughing, and all was well
in our world again. Thanks for the
great sense of humor, sis!
During the summer months we
rode our bicycles all the way across
town to South Chestnut Street to
take tennis lessons at the Westfield
Tennis Club. Those rides were exciting. During the winter months
we got all bundled up with our skating gear in tow and walked a quarter mile up the street to Gregory’s
Pond, our very favorite place to ice
skate. Thirty years later she took a
beautiful picture of this pond in the
fall and gave it to me for Christmas.
Wow, what a gift! When the weather
grew warm again we’d jump on our
bicycles, pick a direction, and ride
for several miles just for an adventure — both of us hoping to see
something strange or new.
Oftentimes I would grow scared
because I was lost, but my big sister
Robin never got ruffled. I trusted
her because she was tall and confident. Decades later she confided to
me that she always knew actually
where we were and knew how to get
back home safely. Now that’s a person who’s easy to trust!
After dinner, Robin would get us
all organized to do the dishes, set the
timer for exactly 10 minutes, and use
her gifted leadership to cheer us on to
victory, thus turning an onerous chore
into an exciting, action-packed game.
And we always just made it by a
whisker, seconds before the bell
started ringing.
God, she sure was a lot of fun to be
with and I am blessed with many
fond memories of our endless childhood adventures together. Goodbye,
my wonderful sister, you will be remembered always. Truly, you are my
hero and champion!
Robin MacKenzie Wight, 74,
passed away on January 18, 2014, in
Old Bridge, N.J. Born in Westfield,
N.J., Robin settled in Highland Park
and recently lived in Old Bridge.
Robin was a graduate of Westfield
High School Class of 1958, the University of North Carolina and Georgian Court University. She was a longtime English and music teacher with
Chelsea School in Long Branch and
Collier Services in Wickatunk, N.J.
Selected runner-up Miss New Jersey
in 1959, Robin choreographed many
shows, including Godspell, Fiddler
on the Roof and Camelot, for Plays In
The Park. She founded the Contemporary Dance Group of NJ in 1971
and as director performed at various
festivals and the State Theater in New
Brunswick.
Previously married to Edward
Malcolm Quigley and Joseph
Karczewski, Robin was the beloved
significant other of Thomas Williams,
mother of Amie Quigley, the late Ted
Quigley and Jamie Karczewski, as
well as the sister of Douglas E. Wight,
Margaret Holmes and David Wight.
She also leaves her best friend, Sandra
Ruth. She was the oldest daughter of
Thomas Herbert Wight, Jr. and Margaret Isaacs Wight.
Douglas E. Wight
Westfield High School
Class of 1961
March 6, 2014

Senior Citizens Post
Holiday Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host a Valentine’s/St. Patrick’s Day
Luncheon at 12:15 p.m. on Friday,
March 14, at The Spanish Tavern
restaurant, located at 1239 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside.
The lunch menu will consist of a
choice of chicken, fish, beef or paella,
soup of the day, coffee, tea, soda,
wine and sangria. A choice of three
desserts also will be included. “Elvis
Is in the House” is the theme for the
entertainment.
The cost is $28 for members and
$30 for non-members. Checks should
be made payable to the Senior Citizen Club of Mountainside. For more
information, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568.

Thomas Montagna passed away on on and offering encouragement. Tom’s
Saturday, March 1, 2014, in his home true passion was golf and he was estabsurrounded by his loving family.
lished as a lifetime member of SuburTom was born on March 2, 1933 in ban Golf Club. He was always a playMadison, N.J. Shortly thereing partner in high demand,
after his family relocated to
not only for his golfing skills,
Scotch Plains, where he rebut more importantly besided for the next 80 years
cause the game was always
of his life. He graduated
secondary to the camaradefrom Scotch Plainsrie and kinship that he develFanwood High School in
oped with his fellow golfers.
1951, where he served as
Tom will always be reclass president. He served
membered as a charming,
in the Korean War from
cordial and very hospitable
1952 to 1953 as part of the
person who was well reelite 101st Airborne Divispected and beloved by all
sion. In 1954, he married Thomas Montagna who knew him.
his high school sweetheart,
He is survived by his wife,
Bernice DeWolfe, and they remained Bernice; his four children, Thomas
happily married for the next 60 years. and his wife, Cheryl, David, Lynn
Tom worked for 35 years for both Canfield and Robert and his wife,
Tuscan and Consolidated Dairies, Kathy; his sister, Shirley Biegler, as
where he rose from a door-to-door well as his 10 loving grandchildren.
delivery milkman to vice-president
Arrangements were by the Rossi
of operations. After he retired he con- Funeral Home of Scotch Plains.
tinued to work part-time at the Scotch
In lieu of flowers, donations can be
Hills Country Club. He also was a made to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
member of the Fraternal Order of Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box
Free Masons.
123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023 for a scholHe enjoyed spending time with his arship being established in the name
family and friends as well as attending of Thomas Montagna. To leave letall of his grandchildren’s numerous ters of condolence, please visit
sporting activities. He could always be therossifuneralhome.com.
March 6, 2014
found on the sidelines cheering them

Rose Conte, 88, Small But Mighty;
Beloved Mother and Grandmother
Rose is survived by her daughter,
Rose Frances Conte, 88, a native of
Brooklyn, N.Y., passed away on Sat- Donna (husband James) McCabe; her
son, Richard Conte; and
urday, March 1, 2014, surher
grandchildren,
rounded by her family.
Victoria, Christina, James
Rose,
a
proud
and Patrick McCabe and
Brooklynite, came from a
Dylan and Juliana Conte.
big, close-knit family of
A Funeral Mass for
five brothers and five sisRose was held at St.
ters. She was always happy
Helen’s Roman Cathoto attend or host family
lic Church in Westfield
gatherings, and she was alyesterday, Wednesday,
ways eager to share her
March 5; interment was
humorous and poignant
at St. John’s Cemetery in
stories and wisdom with
Queens.
the younger generation.
Rose Conte
In lieu of flowers, doA quintessential Avon
lady and more, Rose raised her two nations in Rose’s name can be made
children as a single mother and had a to Single Mom Enterprises Inc. ChariFoundation
at
second career as the assistant director table
of the Accounts Payable Department www.singlemomcharity.org or to
of SUNY Downstate Medical Center. Helping Hands and Hearts at St.
Helen’s Church at www.sthelen.org.
SHERIFF’S SALE
Condolences can be sent to the famSHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004829
ily at www.higginsandbonner.com.

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001587-11
Plaintiff: RUSHMORE CAPITAL PARTNERS,
LLC
VS.
Defendant: CLEAR CRYSTAL, LLC; BRANDON E. SAMUELS
Sale Date: 03/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/12/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand Four Hundred Fifteen
and 23/100*** $183,415.23.
The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 446 Flanders Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Tax Lot No.: 27 in Block: 1103
Dimensions of Lot: Approximately 40 x 146
Nearest Cross Street: East Second Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien infor:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water
information was not available. You must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.
The total amount due for tax lien # 11-23 is
$23,614.20. The lien redemption date is 9/11/13.
The total amount due for SEWER is $91.88 as
of 9/11/13.
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any):
Troika Affiliates, Inc. /w Assignment to Security National Bank & Trust Co., recorded 10/6/
1988, Book 0507, Page 0910, in the orginal
amount of $12,500.00.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand One Hundred Thirteen and 35/100***
$221,113.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in connection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-148462
4 T - 02/20, 02/27, 03/06
& 03/13/13
Fee: $222.36

N
Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000017
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006190-13
Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN P. SUBBIE; CRANER,
SATKIN, SCHEER, SCHWARTZ & ARNOLD,
P.C.; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.; MARIA
SUBBIE N/K/A MARIA SIMONE
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/19/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four
and 62/100*** $365,674.62.
The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2201 Mountain Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 2904
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately)
46x59x81x50x128
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water
information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six
Thousand Eight Hundred Thirteen and 43/100***
$376,813.43 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in connection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-150622
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14
Fee: $208.08

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350
www.mastermemorials.com

Designer • Builders of fine

B

eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ

908-232-0781

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350
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Honor Roll
Park Middle School , Scotch Plains – Second Marking Period
Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Katina Ackerman, Nicholas Alber,
Gabrielle Aloe, Taylor Anthony,
Michael Besante, Julianna Blanco,
Jaedan Blechinger-Slocum, Morgan
Brown, Nicole Brozak, Francis
Gabriel Buison, Charles Bunin,
Catherine Carter, Lea Cerini, Alexa
Chan, Katherine Chouinard, Ryan
Ciarrocca, Julie Ciccarino, Garret
Clausen, Jordan Clement, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Julianna Domiciano,
Gabriel Donatelli, Christopher
Downey, Colin Dwyer, Jessica
Eggert, Sean Fanning, Isabella
Fiore, Michaela Genty, Abigail
Germinder, Thomas Glastal, Jada
Gomillion, Emily Granville, Christina Gubernat, Akhil Gundra, Jake
Hahn, Himanee Hendre, Sarah
Horn, Patrick Howard, Christos
Ioannidis, Ethan Jeon, Nicole
Kenny, Lauren Kieltyka, Miriam
Kother, Nicholas LaFerrera, Ryan
Lamberta, Hannah Lancaster, Erin
Lay, Elizabeth Ley, Joseph Li,
Neena Lomuscio, Joy Lytch,
Aleezah Madraswalla, Raion
Magallanes, James Maloney, Caden
Mari, Kyle Marquardt, Robert
Mebes, Sandeep Mukherjee, Owen
Murphy, Shane Murphy, Emma
O’Brien, John O’Connor, Alyssa
Pankiewitz, Philleshia PershaySpearman, Erin Polak, Grace
Ponterio, Gabriella Ramos, Sarah
Rata, Aryan Ravishankar, Isabella
Richardson, Patrick Ritter, William
Robertson, Cassie Robinson, Melissa Rosahl, Alexia Ross, Carolina
Samuelian, Frederick Saunders,
Linda
Schoenauer,
Aaron
Seidenberg, Ishita Sharma, Megan
Sheehy, Oliver Sherry, Matthew
Skolar, Carly Spellman, Skylar
Stagaard, Giana Stepan, Maya

Sutterlin, Elora Tamburri, Ethan
Tsvayberg, Kaylah Webb, Grace
White, Kaelah Wiggins, Chloe
Yang, Samantha Yip, Julia Yu, Maia
Zaborowski, Zachary Zaller, Olivia
Zambrio
Honor Roll
Sandra Abdelmalak, Kaitlyn
Amato, Eden Austin, Lauren
Azzarello, Alexandra Boylan, William Brady, Mark Briel, Kristen
Buro, Summer Carver, Sofia
Casimiro, Max Craven, Sabrina
Cruz, Devon Danielovich, Robert
Dencker, Madison Diamond,
Michael DiFrancesco, Mahlya
Dockery, Kayleigh Downey, Matthew Dreyfus, Joseph Elkin, Alex
Forman, Nicholas Giamella, Kayla
Giuffi, Emily Grill, Aidan Guma,
Ryan Gumpel, Samantha Hall,
Emma Hastrup, Aidan Hickey,
Olivia Hobbs, Kyle Isolda, Brigit
Jacob, Nicholas Januszanis,
Emelyne Johns, Malcolm Kahora,
Aleesha Kearney, Ashleigh
Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster,
Charles Levine, Antonio Lomonte,
Ryan Lusk, Valeria Macchini,
Alexandra Machinski, Aidan
Maloney, Christopher McArdle,
Tejas Nimkar, Kayla Nitti, Kelly
Nitti, Cassidy Novello, Amanda
Palhares, Tatiana Perea, Katelyn
Perez, Christina Pham, Esteban
Quinones, Christian Ramalho,
Camden Ricci, Dana Ricketts, Kyle
Rigney, Felipe Rodrigues, Olivia
Rodriguez, Sean Rogers, Dominick
Romano, Lucas Route, Hall
Samantha, Noah Samms, Samantha
Samuelian, David Schulman, Jordan Shuler, Gabrielle Stratton, Mia
Striegel, Emma Thumann, Madison Toll, Michael Urbano, Sean
Vlkovic, Devin Warbeck, Ryan
Ward, Jayson Williams-Johnson,

Keri Yang
Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Persis Baah, Lauren Barth, Paolo
Antonio Bayotas, Jason Bisgay,
Laura Brady, Jeffrey Brenner, Thomas Brown, Freya Natasha Buison,
Kara Bush, Kevin Calabria, Matthew Carrascoso, Alan Chen, Sarah
Citarella, Joshua Cohen, Saniya
Dalvi, Ashley Diamond, Gabrielle
Dickstein, Annabelle Dionisio,
Nicholas Dionisio, Jessica
Edelman, Bryan Fang, Casey
Ferguson, Nicole Ferguson,
Alexandra Fischmann, Alexa
Garrett, Theodore Giandana, Elizabeth Goldstein, Vadim Gorbaty,
Sarah Gorman, Vanessa Handy,
Olivia Hausle, Payton Howell,
Aayush Jha, Eshita Kar, Katherine
Koch, Alexandra Lahetta, Julia
Lomonte, Ricardo Lopez, Shannon
McCreesh, Ryan Metzger, Rae
Mikula, Courtney Norteman,
Patrick O’Brien, Victoria O’Connor,
Shannon Persaud, Conor Peterson,
Carter Pomponio, Cassandra
Pomponio, Jack Quinones, Kayla
Reisberg, William Ricci, Eleanor
Richard, Colleen Robinson, Sadie
Salgado, Kara Schramm, Erin
Schwerdtfeger, Alan Shao, Gustavs
Teteris, Veronica Vergara, Steven
Verrastro, Justin Walsh, Nicholas
Watterson, Charles Widder, Elena
Wollman, Lucy Zhang
Honor Roll
Ryan Ackerman, Gina Avila,
Josiah Baik, Amanda Ball, Haley
Birch, Christian Blanco, Aaliyah
Bouza, William Burns, Kyle Burton, Michelle Cagnassola, Gianna
Calligy, Benjamin Camacho,
Gianna Cassara, James Cerini,
Nicole Cevallos, Mia Cimino,
Madison Coleman, Michelle

Roosevelt Intermediate School, Westfield — Second Marking Period
Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Justin Almendral, Caitlin Amman,
Ireland Applegarth, Matthew Bartok,
Caitlyn Basile, Joseph Beatty, Samantha
Bebel, Leah Bremer, George Burke,
Matthew Cafiero, Jacqueline Callahan,
Kyle Campanello, Aiden Cascio, Jeremy Cha, William Collins, Avery
Conrad, Theo Dardia, Rebecca
Dunaief, Jack Gambello, Francis
Gialanella, Maya Grantz, Jared
Greenspan, Lauren Greenspan, Grace
Gruters, Emma Hamilton, Brianna
Hatch, Nathan Hefner, Caroline
Hendrix, Emma Herber, Corinne
Herz, Brian Hinkel, Catherine
Jennings, Georgiana Katsingris,
Christian Kreusser, Sarah Landriau,
Erica Lawrence, Jasper Lemberg,
Matthew Leone, Kevin Li, Fareda
Marzouk, Lillian Maz, Ian McCabe,
Timothy McGann, Mary McHugh,
Timothy Miller, Luke Mizus, Natalie
Nolan, Colleen O’Connor, Matthew
Paden, Alexander Park, Julia Plawker,
Jackson Price, Vaughan Price, Amanda
Pyle, Mara Rao, Emily Reddy, Bridget
Reinhard, Julia Romano, Sean Root,
Julia Sackett, David Sherwood, Savannah Stewart, Matthew Su, Carlee
Swanson, Keeley Thompson, Sofia
Toglia, Andrew Zanfagna
Honor Roll
Samantha Addis, Dylan Alfano,
Austin Arabatzis, Griffin Aslanian,
Felix Baur, Ethan Berman, Megan
Bertsch, Sean Boley, Olivia Booth,
Jonathan Brennan, Nora Brindle,
Nathan Bryant, Pietro Buontempo,
Meredith Case, Maura Caton, Nicholas Chermak, Samantha Colucci, Thomas Colucci, Duncan Cook, Madeline
Covington, Celine Crenshaw, Matthew
Crowley, Ellie Curry, Jaden Damesek,
Liam Dougherty, Emma Downer,
Christopher Duffy, Jeremy Enslin,
CarleyFarella, Anne Friel, Charlotte
Geary,Aidan Gilman, Drew Glassman,
Garrett Gold, Thalia Grandinetti,
Rachel
Hamelburg,
Elias
Hamlin,Caitlan Haviland, Adam
Holtzman, Genevieve Howell, Patrick
Johnston, Taylah Jordan, Lauren
Kamienski, Michael Kaveney, Meghan
Kobrin, Marie Koglin, Dylan Kurstedt,
Frederick Kurtz, Jacqueline Kurtz,
Amanda Kurtz, Madison Kurtz,
Amanda Latowsky, Connor LaVelle,
Samantha Leftheris, Sofia Lemberg,
Aidan Lezynski, Brendan Loder, Matthew Loftus, Mark Lovito, Ava Luzzi,
Joseph Maldonado, Nicholas
Manganello, Tyler Mastronardi, Ava
Maurillo, James McCutcheon, Erin
McDonald, Matthew McIntyre, Justin
Messerman, Olivia Miedrzynski,
Caroline Mikovits, Wyatt Miller, Kate
Murphy, Ryan Murphy, Nicholas
Murray, Megan Neiswenter, Jolie
O’Brien, Jennifer O’Connell, Ajay
Olson, Sophia Pappalardo, Karl Peter,
Dayne Peterson, Zachary Peterson,
Olivia Pierce, Mikayla Pinto, Nicole
Player, Bridget Quinn, Paige Radice,
Michaela Ramos, Charles Riley,Abigail
Riordan, Kendall Robertson, Anna
Ronk, Chloe Root, Julia Rubel, Lea
Rudow, Jacob Saltzer, Julia Salvato,
Nicole Scheuermann, Jillian Schimer,
Theodore Schoenfeld, Jack Sharkey,
Jai Sharma, William Shepherd,
Madeleine Sherry, Olivia Shields, Mary
Joy Sidhom, Tucker Siegel, Alexandra
Spiezio, Caroline Steiner, Alexandra
Sumas, Mia Sutton, Juan Thompson,
Lauren Triarsi, Leonidas Tsirigotis,
Grace Urbano, Taylor Venturino,
Daniella Vollaro, Lauren Wang,

Rebecca Wolfe, Stephanie Xiao, Chloe
Zimmerman
Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Yara Assadi, Yallen Bai, Thomas
Beck, Natalie Bond, Nicholas Bond,
Emma Bopp, Chloe Brown, Matthew
Canabarro, Michael Canabarro, Grace
Cash, Matthew Cetlin, Eve Crandall,
Madeline Davis,Andrew Dazzo, Nicole
Dispenza, Charlotte Fountain-Jardim,
Chelsea Frisch, Ava Graham, Deanna
Hanchuk, Owen Heim, Julia
Hinderliter, Yenteen Hu, Sara Isser,
Brendan Kane, Julia Kuhn, Ava
Lehavi, Ethan Manning, Allison
Mattessich, Timothy McAuliffe,
Kenneth Meyer, Laura Meyer,
Catherine Moore, Olivia Morrison,
Sydney Nigro, John O’Hern, Thomas Omberg, Sydney Paoletti,
Nikita Paranjape, Madison Pena,
William Rackear, Kayla Rinn, Abby
Rothenberg, Casey Ryan, Jordan
Sacher, Harry Schlenger, Vraj Shah,
Daniel Shenker, Gianna Slusher,
Mackenzie Smith, Luke Spellman,
Caroline Stockwell, Timothy
Storms, Stefan Sujanthakumar,
Mira Yang, Elliott Zornitsky
Honor Roll
Connor Abrams, Leah Andrews,
Harrison Bailey, Ethan Bandelli,
Grace Blake, Emily Boll, Alexandra
Borg, Miles Brancatella, Eric Brunt,
Julian Bryen, Julia Buoscio, Ryan
Burns, Liam Campanile, Jessica
Chicola, Cara Condodina, Thomas
Cugno, Christopher Culhane,
Jonathan DeDomenico, Steven
DiMaria, Matthew Doyle, Frank
Duggan, McKenna Edmondson,
Katharine Encinas, James Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Samantha Fritz, Greta
Frontero, Carson Gama, Kurt
Gerckens, Jason Glickstein, Kathryn
Gonzalez, Molly Greenberg,
Josephine Greenwood, Lucy
Gretsky, Evan Gruters, Hunter
Hagan, Kaeley Hazard, Tyler
Hoffmann, Luke Hunziker, Jack
Johnson, Will Kieselstein, Ryan
Kirby, Michael Knapp, Eric Knauss,
Linus Koglin, Tate Kronick, Abigail
Lafemina, Samuel Lamchek, Emma
Levitt, Jordan Lipkind, , Kaitlin
Mackin, William Magnanini,
KeiraMangam, Christopher Marner,
Nadia Matin, Melina McDevitt,
Olivia McElheny, Patrick McIlroy,
Devon McLane, Joshua Mendelson,
Matthew Meusel, Evelyn Miller,

Matthew Mineo, Benjamin Mizrach,
Catherine Moriarty, John Morris,
Olivia Mueller, Brooke Murphy,
Ophelia Murray, Haley Mykytka,
Mark Natiello, Christopher
O’Connor, Benjamin Outten, Leigh
Papadopoulos, Gianna Parsekian,
Jessica Perkins, Nina Pitre, Stuart
Pollock, Catherine Posyton, Hailey
Priscoe, Samuel Pugliese, Jessica
Ripperger, Lucille Ritter, Julia Roth,
Daniel Russo, Molly Ryan, Caroline
Salemy, Mark Schiavo, Noah
Schwartz, Lindsey Sharlow, Whitney
Shyposh, Lauren Singer, Connor
Smith, Andrew Stahl, Joshua Stryker,
Graham Studwell, Rollins Terry,
Lucas Toglia, Juliana Tully, Tessa
Verga, Alan Wagner, William
Walsweer, Leo Warsh, Nicholas
Weiner, Alex Wendel, Devin Wendel,
Jacob Wornow, Tyler Wright, Kimberly Zimmermann.

Virginia Tech
Dean’s List
BLACKSBURG, Va. – The following students enrolled at Virginia Tech
were named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2013 semester. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students must attempt at
least 12 credit hours graded on the A-F
option and earn a 3.4 grade point average (on a 4.0 scale) during the semester.
Galen M. Vosseller of Cranford, is a
junior majoring in animal and poultry
sciences in the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences.
Thomas J. Magelinski of Fanwood,
is a freshman majoring in general engineering in the College of Engineering.
Brendan D. Farrell of Scotch Plains,
is a junior majoring in construction
engineering and management in the
College of Engineering.
John S. McNally of Scotch Plains, is
a junior majoring in political science in
the College of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences.
Aidan T. Hughes Westfield, is a freshman majoring in international studies
in the College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences.
Daniel J. Luzzi of Westfield, is a
freshman majoring in business in the
Pamplin College of Business.

Colman, Sarah Cooney, Patrick
Cuccurullo, Anna Decker, Riley
DeProspero, Anthony DeShields,
Stefanie DeVizio, Angelo DiNizo,
Hope Edwards, Angelea Elenis,
Zachary Evangelista, Jaylen Evans,
Alex Ferrara, Michael Ferrara, Benjamin Fleischer, David Forero, Jessica Friebely, Madison Gal, William Gale, Brandon Garcia, Samuel
Goetz, Brandon Green, Christopher
Hedden, Jake Hogan, Erin Hopkins,
Shoshana Isaacs, Ryan Johnson,
Dimitrios Kastanos, John Kayser,
David Kloepfer, Jonathon Koseoglu,
Timothy Lamberta, Kaitlyn
Lamendola, Maggie Leahy, Ava
Leichtling, Margaux Lievre, Justin Lo,
Hannah Lyman, Cassandra Martoccia,
Anton Mayorenko, Graham
McAlindin, Daniel McDonald,
Massimo Modica, Kaylee Moniz,
Spencer Moran, Jake Murphy, Chloe
Nelson, Colin O’Brien, James OaksGarcia, Stephen Oduro, Julia
Pankiewitz, Breanna Patino, Griffin
Pawelec, Matthew Provini, Maryam
Ramjohn, Daniel Resnicoff, Gerardo
Salgado-Rengifo, Nicole Scarano,
Jacob Schulman, Maya Schwartzman,
Katelyn Scobee, Kevin Sheil, Audrey
Smith, Noah Sokolsky, Olivia
Speranza, Saniya Sripada, Jacqueline
Stovall, Garrett Swaak, Paul Szanto,
Kyle Tannenbaum, Sahni Taylor, Douglas Tibbals, Rock Valian, Joshua
Venick, Dakota Verrico, Maria Villeda,
Scott Webster, Mekayla White, Jovi
Williams, Morgan Wilson, Abigail
Yarbenet
Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Olivia Abdy, Isaac Ayora-Posso,
Olivia Barcia, Devan BlechingerSlocum, Kristyn Cerini, Ethan Cohen,
Riya Desai, Gauri Deshpande, Sabrina
DiLollo, Anthony DiNizo, Victoria
Domiciano, Patrick Gannon, Lily
Hsiao, Isabella Hurtado, Rhiannon
Leonardo, Paige McMorrow, Mariya
Mishura, Stanley Mo, Sierra
Moorman, Kaitlyn Mrozek, McKenzie
Pagano, Andrew Parvin, Anna
Piekutowski, Kiley Porter, Vaishnavi
Ramanan, Patrick Seeney, Samantha
Sprechman, Gianna Strzalkowski,
Lauren Trentacoste, Sydney
Vonoehsen
Honor Roll
Nicole Anclien, Serena Annucci,
Pauline Wanda Bayotas, Ashley
Becker, Kylie Beirne, John Brady,
Isabel Brett, Amber Bretz, Bailey
Brown, Thomas Bruckman, Zoe
Cardenas, Declan Cassidy, Josephine
Catuogno, Daniella Cohen, Stephanie
Colinders, Catherine Crane, Christian
Culp, Shefali Dahiya, Nirmit Damania,
Lauren Daniele, Nina Daniele, Maria
DelSordi, Jordann DeVore, Angela
DiGiacomo, Antonio DiPaolo, Olivia
Dobies, Zheng Dong, Thomas
Drubulis, Julia Dunlap, Sydney Evans,
Jake Friedman, Alanna Gaona, Amelia
Graham, Rachel Graham, Elissa
Grybowski, Anna Gumpel, Morgan
Harms, Trinity Hart, Jack Hausle,
Cooper Heisey, Caitlin Hesson,Allison
Hochman, Arianna Horgan, Aubrey
Johnson, Alexander Joshua, Namrata
Kanumuri, Quinn Kekelis, Hayley
Kumpf, Jennifer Lambert, Brianna
Linder, Alex Lipshitz, Amanda Logie,
Andrew Lomuscio, Roberto Lugo,
Jack Lynch, Jacob Malik, Alexander
Manfra, Olivia Mawby, Carolyn
McArdle, Sarah McEvoy, Amanda
McGrath, Kerri McNeely, William
Mebes, Anthony Miguelino, Alyssa
Mongiovi, Danielle Mrozek, Brianna
O’Brien, Trent Paulovits, Jacob
Perone, Taryn Phillips, Brogan
Quigley, Michael Ramos, Steven
Rhein, Jake Rigney, Erin Rogers,
Sophia Rosahl, David Rosen, Aaryn
Ross, Gabriella Scannell, Aaron
Schack, Kathryn Schauer, Samuel
Schetelich, Alyssa Scheu, Stephanie
Schramm, Ardita Sinanovic, Brianne
Sorge, Ryan Red Sta Rosa, Victoria
Stepien, Mikaela Tajo, Sydney
Tannenbaum, Erica Tellado,
Alexandra Testa, Maxwell Toll, Julia
Verardi, Dylan Weinstock, Emilia
Widhiatmodjo, Ethan Wollman,
Tristan Yang, Elyte Zikas,
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GOLD MEDAL EVENT…Over 300 students, parents, and teachers filled the
Franklin Elementary School gymnasium in Westfield to participate in the fifth
annual Family Math Night on February 6. This year’s theme was Winter
Olympics Kick-Off Celebration and featured such math events as using probability for bob-sledding, using map scale to determine the distance between Olympic
countries, and using reflection to move a skier through a downhill maze. Enjoying
math games with Franklin third grade teacher Sofia Schwartz pictured, left to
right, are: first graders Sawyer Moss, Catherine Ritter, Abigail Silverman, Sofia
Schwartz, and second grader Lina Wright.

Mount Saint Mary Academy
Announces Summer Program
WATCHUNG – Registration is now
open for Mount Saint MaryAcademy’s
summer program. “Summer at the
Academy 2014” is a program for girls
in grades five through eight designed to
promote creativity, sharpen skills, and
provide unlimited opportunities for fun.
The program will take place on the
Academy campus in Watchung Monday through Friday during the weeks
of June 23 and July 7. Half-day and
full-day options are available. The program provides classes and athletic
camps for students with a wide variety
of interests and ambitions. This year’s
offerings include: STEM (integrated
science, technology, engineering, and
math), culinary arts, digital media (with
courses like movie animation and video
game creation), fashion and accessory
design, photography, journalism,
drama, yoga, and a comprehensive high
school entrance test prep course. The
program also includes athletic camps
like volleyball and basketball.
To
register,
visit
www.mountsaintmary.org/summer
www.mountsaintmary.org/summer .
Mount Saint Mary Academy is a
Catholic, independent school which

provides an exemplary college preparatory education for young women in
grades 9 through 12. Founded in 1908
as a sponsored work of the Sisters of
Mercy, the Mount remains committed
to challenging each student to develop
her fullest potential in a Christian atmosphere of love and caring.
The Academy is located at 1645
Route 22 at Terrill Road, Watchung,
New Jersey.

Duke Announces
Dean’s List
DURHAM, N.C. – Justin W.
Erickson of Westfield was named to
the Dean’s List with distinction at
Duke University for the fall 2013
semester. He is majoring in mechanical engineering with a minor in finance .
Students must rank in the top tenth
within their academic class, and as a
3rd year engineering student, earn a
grade point average of 4.0 to make
the dean’s list with distinction at Pratt.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT…Westfield High School students taking Business
Principles and Management recently completed a four-week marketing project.
Pictured, Jason Ruggiero, standing, offers his expertise to students including,
pictured, left to right, Sean Bohrod, Jackson Boyle, Holden Ehrhart, Morgan
Maloney and William Nisley.

Salisbury University
Dean’s List
SALISBURY, Md. – Four Union
County area students were named to
the Dean’s List at Salisbury University for the fall 2013 semester.
Scotch Plains area residents include
Haley Goeller and Caroline Leahy.
YOUNG THESPIANS… Steven Bessette of Scotch Plains, Thomas Borner du
Cane of Plainfield and Alexandra Johnson of Plainfield, eighth-grade students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, perform a scene from Julius Caesar
on February 19.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses
Scotch Plains Campus
Westfield Campus
March 13
March 25
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
1390 Terrill Road
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-322-4652
908-233-7447
Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com

CHINESE NEW YEAR…The Wardlaw-Hartridge community recently celebrated Chinese New Year with a series of
events. Fifty-five students celebrated Chinese New Year with a buffet lunch and a trip to an Asian market in East Brunswick.
Middle School students also got into the spirit of Chinese New Year, the Year of the Horse, by donning horse heads.

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade
Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com
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Time to “Spring” Forward
Daylight Saving Time – March 9
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WF’S FULLER GETS 2ND AT 113; WF’S BARBER (145), COUGARS DiGIOVANNI (113), CAPPELLO (160) PLACE 3RD

Westfield’s Velez, Cougar Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Milestones, a pair of upset victories and a flurry of activity in the
waning seconds of a title bout highlighted the Region 3 Wrestling Tournament in Union on February 28 and
March 1. Three Westfield High
School wrestlers and three Cranford
Cougars qualified for the NJSIAA
Tournament to be held at Boardwalk
Hall in Atlantic City (AC) beginning
tomorrow, March 6 through Sunday,
March 8.

Two wrestlers, Cougar junior Gavin
Murray (138-lbs) and Roselle Park
senior Phil Woods (182-lbs) achieved
their 100th career victories, and
Watchung Hills (WH) senior Mike
Megaldo (132-lbs) reached his 150th
victory in his semifinal bout.
Blue Devil Nick Velez, seeded third
at 152-lbs, after earning a grueling 76 victory in his quarterfinal bout,
knocked off second-seeded
Delbarton’s (D) Joe Tavoso, 4-3. Velez
scored the first takedown, but was
trailing, 3-2, until he escaped in the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AT THE EDGE OF THE CIRCLE...Blue Devil Matt Barber tries to get a
takedown on Ray Jazikoff (South Plainfield) in his 145-lb semifinal bout.

Baldwin, Blue Devil 200MR
Set Records at Swim MOC
See Devils Den — “Swimming Update” on page 12

final seconds of the second period
then added an escape in the third to
win.
“I stayed focused, took one shot at
a time. I took it step-by-step. Eventually I got three shots and I finished
one of them. It was big at the end of
the period. Second period, I held him
out like 15 seconds. He got the
takedown, but I got out. That escape
gave me a point. Without that escape,
it would have gone into overtime, but
I am very confident on my feet,” said
Velez, who added, “I got one more
match and I am going to give it my
all.”
In his title bout against South
Plainfield’s (SoP) Inan Sikel, Velez
saved the best to last, getting an escape with 19 seconds remaining and
shooting quickly for the takedown to
earn a 3-2 decision and the title.
“I wasn’t even keeping time in my
mind. I was going to keep wrestling
and I got the takedown at the end. The
best time to score is when you already scored. That’s how I figured
that,” Velez said.
Murray achieved his 100th win
when he defeated North Plainfield’s
Dom Mulhearn, 9-2, but not without
a battle.
“He was real strong and physical.
He wanted to wrestle. He was a competitor. I was under the weather and
he came out to game it. He showed it
out there. He wrestled a really good
match,” said Murray, who added, “It’s
a landmark number. It means nothing
really. It was in my first three years,
but I would like to get the school
record of 129, but there is still so
much greatness to accomplish,”
Murray said.
Looking ahead to his semifinal bout
with Hanover Park’s (HP) Joe Zecca,
Murray said, “I will be a lot more

hydrated, healthy. I got to go and
wrestle my match again,”
Murray did wrestle his match and
pinned Zecca in 5:40 then he recorded an escape and a takedown to
beat Alex Murray (WH), 3-0, for the
138-lb title.
“I knew I was going to be faster and
more technical. It was going to be a
scrap. It’s the region finals. Everyone
is good at this point. I worked all year
for this. Now it’s on to the next step,”

Murray said.
The pair of stunning upsets were
delivered by the same wrestler, Blue
Devil junior John Fuller, seeded sixth
at 113-lbs. But before his real magic,
Fuller used a double arm bar stack to
silence Governor Livingston’s Chris
Sergio in 3:19 on February 26. He
then wrestled “smart” to defeat thirdseeded Zach Kovacs (Parsippany —
Par), 2-0. Smart wrestling and persistence that overcame resistance cata-

pulted Fuller into the 113-lb title bout
and sealed his dreams to qualify for
AC when he bounced second-seeded
Anthony Fajardo (Boonton), 1-0.
“I was a little hesitant going in. I
know I was the lower seed, but I went
after him. I kept takedowns to a minimum. Once I got on top, I wasn’t
letting go. With two minutes left, I
was only up by one. I wanted it really
bad. It was the first time in a long time
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING FROM THE TOP...Blue Devil Nick Velez, top, controls Inan Sikel (South Plainfield) in his 152-lb title
bout. Velez got an escape in the final 19 seconds and quickly added a takedown to win the title with a 3-2 decision.

Make the Smart Move with David RealtyGroup.com
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Mountainside

David Barbosa

$489,900

This home won’t last. Great home on a
lovely tree lined street. Hardwood floors
throughout, newly updated half bath,
central air, wood burning fireplace, built ins,
clean and bright with an amazing backyard.
This is a must see. Be in before the holidays.

Westfield

$425,000

I am truly a move-in ready, 3
bedroom, 2 bath Colonial! My
owners completely renovated me in
Rosemarie Hughes ‘07. Open-plan first floor includes
a family room off my gourmet Kitchen to my
finished basement with wetbar. My brag sheet
includes: 2 zone heating and Central Air, ceiling
fans in bedroomss, hardwoods, Crown molding
thru-out, lots of closet space, Kitchen pantry,
separate laundry and utility rooms in basement,
built-in speakers first floor, basemt and backyard.

$799,000

Excellent chance to own a professional/apartment
building in Westfield. Rare property with 11
parking spots in your own private lot. Upstairs
is perfect for an upscale apartment to offset your
costs. Amazing location within walking distance
to downtown Westfield and the train.
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Westfield

Sa
le

Westfield

Sa
le

$699,000

Welcome to this charming custom
home in an unbeatable location!
Walk to town and train! Endless
Lorena Barbosa
possibilities encompass this home
with an expansive previous doctor’s office
attached with separate entrances. Office
consists of 5 plus rooms and a half bath.
Great opportunity to utilize the living
space of the previous dr. office as part of the
home and add additional bedrooms/office/
family room, etc!

Contact(908)264-8843 or info@davidrealtygroup.com

DavidRealtyGroup.com • Residential Brokerage • (908) 264-8843
©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to
View All
Listings
and Open
Houses

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Devil’s Den

The Thrill of Victory,
The Agony of No Pool
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JOINING THE 1,000-POINT CLUB...Three former members of the Blue Devils’ 1,000-point club witnessed Jackie Knapp
hitting a 3-pointer against Union to also join the 1,000-point club. Pictured, left to right, are: Erin Miller, Head Coach Joe
Marino, Lil Scott, Knapp, Assistant Coach Liz McKeon and Director of Athletics Sandy Mamary.

KNAPP HITS 1,000TH, NETS 13 PTs; SCOTT SINKS 15 PTs

Blue Devils Bow to Farmers
In UCT B’Ball Semis, 52-41
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Jackie Knapp got a pass
from junior Lil Scott and swished in
a 3-pointer with 4:27 remaining in
the fourth quarter to achieve her
1,000th career point, but the emotional moment would end up being a
bittersweet memory when the thirdseeded Union Farmers went on to
defeat the second-seeded Westfield
High School girls basketball team,
52-41, in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament in
Rahway on February 25.
“It was very exciting, but I wish we
could have won the game, because I

wanted to be playing in the finals at
Kean on Friday. It is bittersweet. It
was a great accomplishment, but I
wish it would have come with a win
instead of a loss,” Knapp said.
“Jackie Knapp hit her 1,000th today, which is really great, and we just
have to take on from here. That’s all!
Pick up the pieces and regroup and
get going again,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said.
Knapp finished with 13 points and
added four rebounds, while Scott led
the 21-3 Blue Devils with 15 points,
four steals and three assists. Sophomore Hannah Liddy sank eight points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, and

added three rebounds and two assists. Sophomore Olivia Luzzi scored
four points and Amelia Montes contributed, two rebounds, one point and
one blocked shot. Senior co-captain
Morgan Maloney pulled four rebounds.
But it was rebounds that made the
difference, and the 21-4 Lady Farmers were averaging three-to-four offensive rebounds each time they attacked the basket. Most of the rebounds were grabbed by Adora
Moneme, followed by Wendy Berry,
who both finished with 12 points.
Salena King bucketed 13 points, Ja
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

WESTFIELD
$1,225,000
9RM, 4BR, 3.5BA newer Col, beautiful millwork
thru-out, gourmet Kit, FR/fpl, MBR ste, fin bsmt,
MLS 3119714
cls to sch, twn, trans & park.

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Kimberley Haley
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD
$1,175,000
Ideal Location! 2007 Colonial 5BR, 4.1BA
w/great floorplan & stylish finishes. EIK open to
MLS 3117477
FR, finished basement w/bth.

Lisette Guzman
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD
$989,000
5BR, 3 1/2BA Col on 1/2 acre cls to downtown
& NYC transp, lg Kit w/granite, FR w/sldrs to
patio, cozy addt'n for multi-use. MLS 3119717

There was much noise and flashing
lights going on Feb. 23, as the Westfield
police car sirens were whirrrrring and
the fire trucks were honking their horns
as they led a yellow school bus down
Central Avenue from the Clark railroad bridge into town. It was enough
to make the unknowing truly frightened. The WHS boys swim team had
captured the 25th state championship
in school history and was getting its
seemingly annual – since 2000 – escort through town and to the high
school.
Those 25 titles are by far the most of
any team in the 94 years the NJSIAA
has been crowning swim champions.
Interestingly, or maybe ironically,
today is 56 years almost to the day –
March 8, 1958 – that WHS captured
its first state swimming title. Led by
Hall of Famer Terry Bentley, coach
Joe Kursar’s Blue Devils put up 66
points to outdistance two-time defending champion Columbia (46),
Plainfield (38) and 19-time champion
Trenton (35) at Princeton’s ancient
Dillon Pool.
Bentley won the 100 butterfly, Jay
Pierson won the 100 backstroke, and
the team of Bob Coords, Hank
Marshall, Dave Frantz and Buddy
Krebs captured the 200 medley relay.
Jon Hinebauch, John Weinmann, Steve
Minkel, Pete Wilday and Jack Smart
provided crucial points.
WHS has won well over 100 state
championships in all sports, but what
the swimmers did in 1958 was very
rare at the time – a state title won “on
the field.” The other two to turn the
trick were the 1940 track team and the
1957 tennis team. Previously, state/
sectional titles in sports like football
and tennis had been awarded by the
NJSIAA based on teams with the best
records.
How did the town celebrate that
victory? Fifty-one days after the historic win the town had the chance to
thank them in a way that would’ve
kept thanking them to this day. But
instead the majority voted “no” on a
proposal to include a swimming pool
as part of the high school’s new addition. (Columbia, Plainfield and Trenton all had and still have swimming
pools in their school, as does Elizabeth.) All four wards said no to their
newest state champions. Plans had
been approved a year earlier and the
pool’s foundation had been laid in the
sub-basement. But all that came to a
screeching halt on April 29. Instead,
what was known then as the “boys
gym” was built on Trinity Place. Half
of it is currently used by the gymnastics and wrestling teams, the other half
is a state-of-the-art weight room.
As might be expected, this was a
bitterly tense topic in its day, with
months of articles of support and letters to the editor, from both sides. The
April 24 issue of The Leader included
a note to its readers that stories had to
be held out of that issue due to the
number of stories and letters to the
editor concerning the vote.
Many of the town’s “power” families – Ackerman, Bentley, Booth,
Britten, Brownell, Danker, Davidson,
Demarest, Eddy, Frankenbach, Frantz,
Hitchings, Holmes, Holschuh,
Ketcham, Lincoln, Maxwell, Morash,
Nichols, Obenchain, Overbay, Pfeiffer,
Sargent, Warter, Wiendl, and others –
had signed their support in a full page
ad in the April 24 Leader titled “Why
a Swimming Pool For Westfield …

and What It Will Cost you.”
The following Tuesday, by a vote of
3,070 (58 percent) to 2,226 (42 percent), the voters said “no thanks.”
The cost of the pool was not to
exceed $125,000, meaning the total
cost per tax-paying family would have
been $15, to be paid one time only.
The May 8, 1958 Leader included a
full-page “Eulogy to the Westfield
High School Swimming Pool” with
that headline in a thick black border. It
was co-written by Jerry and Janet
Bentley, whose son Terry was a swim
captain at WHS and later at Dartmouth.
For years, rumors have persisted
about the possible reason(s) for the
negative vote, and the rumors are not
pretty. It would be difficult to prove
anything now because voters then
would be at least 76 years old, but if
they’re true you would have to say it
wasn’t the Old Towne’s finest moment. Not unlike the current global
warming debate, it is a scientific fact
that blacks, whites, Hispanics and
Asians can all splash around in the
same swimming pool at the same time
and nobody will catch a deadly disease – and nothing will rub off.
“My dad (Doug) was the president
of the Board of Education back then,
and he was a big supporter of the pool
addition,” Steve Merrill (’71) said. “He
always felt that vote was racially motivated. A lot of (white) people didn’t
want their kids swimming in pools
with black kids. It’s sad to think, but
that’s the way it was. You wouldn’t
believe the phone calls and letters he
got from people who were against
building the pool. They were vicious.
My dad even got Bob Clotworthy (’49),
who had just won an Olympic gold
medal in diving, to come speak in
support of the pool.”
Six months later voters turned down
a second attempt to get the pool built,
by a 2,892-1,892 margin. The referendum was to appropriate $75,000.
Ten years later the town ponied up
approximately $1,000,000 to pay for
the state-of-the-art outdoor Memorial
Pool on Scotch Plains Avenue and
West Broad Street (at considerably
more than $15 per family). That pool
was also mired in controversy about
whether it was a wise purchase. And in

Probitas Verus Honos

November 1971 even more sparks flew
when pool director Joe Della Badia
was fired, and his assistant Walt
Clarkson not only turned down the job
but resigned in the lead news story of
the Nov. 18, 1971 Leader.
SWIMMING UPDATE
Caroline Baldwin ended any debate about the most successful swimmer in WHS girls team history Sunday at the Meet of Champions. The
North Carolina-bound senior joined
teammates Gwyn Devin, Erika
Daniel and Sarah Cronin to win the
medley relay in 1:45.59, breaking
the state meet record, obliterating
the school record by almost four
seconds, and beating arch-rivals
Hillsborough and Hunterdon Central! Then she successfully repeated
as state champ in the 50 free (meet
record 23.00) and 100 back (54.49,
just off her school record 54.44 in
trials). And the 200 free relay of
Baldwin, Devin, Courtney Day and
Cronin was second to Hillsborough
in a school record 1:36.38.
John Lindros finished fourth in the
200 freestyle in 1:41.54, passing Chris
McFadden (1:42.54) for No. 2 alltime, and just .86 of a second behind
Chris DeLaFuente’s school record.
BASKETBALL UPDATE
Junior Jackie Knapp reached 1,000
career points on Feb. 25, although the
magic moment unfortunately came in
a Union County Tournament semifinal loss to Union. More on that in a
future Den.
WRESTLING UPDATE
Nick Velez, John Fuller and Matt
Barber punched their tickets to Atlantic City for the state finals by placing
first, second and third at Region 3 last
weekend in Union. Velez became the
40th region champ in school history
when he won the 152-pound title with
an escape and takedown in the final 10
seconds for a 3-2 victory over South
Plainfield’s Inan Sikel. Fuller fell to
Hanover Park’s Lou Ramo, 7-3, in the
113-pound final. Barber avenged a
District 11 final loss and edged SP-F’s
Brian Lapham, 3-2, in the third-place
consolations.
HOCKEY UPDATE
Dane Huber had two goals and two
assists, and Dan DoCampo stopped all
30 shots on goal, as third-seeded WHS
opened in the state Public A tournament with a 5-0 win over Hunterdon
Central.

On March 8, 1958, the WHS boys swim team won the first of the school’s staterecord 25 state championships. Front row (from left): Hank Marshall, Jon
Hinebauch, Jack Smart, Terry Bentley, Jay Pierson, Dave Frantz, Buddy Krebs;
second row: John Weinmann, Skip Rollins, Pete Wilday, Steve Minkel, Bob
Coords, Tom Lightbown, Ken Weyman; back row: coach Joe Kursar, Tom Hill,
Bob McDowell, Wayne Kochenderfer, Robin Harris, Harry Lewis, Barry
Beardsley, Bob. Meglaughlin, assistant coach Marty Lavor.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

WESTFIELD
$869,000
Wychwood French Colonial in storybook setting. 3 BR, 2 1/2 baths. Custom Kitchen, Family
MLS 3119040
Room. Numerous updates. .

MOUNTAINSIDE
$859,900
Custom rebuilt 4BR, 2.5BA on prime Mountainside cul-de-sac, 2 fpls, fin bsmt, 2c gar, patio,
2 porches, high end, low taxes. MLS 3119233

WESTFIELD
$839,000
Classic 4BR, 2 1/2BA Wychwood Colonial
w/updated EIK, 1st floor Family Room, MBR
w/bath, charm galore and more! MLS 3120963

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Cell: (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 9th 1-4PM • 719 Harding Street

WESTFIELD
$739,000
Renovated top to bottom! Colonial, 4BR,
2.1BA, LR w/frpl, EIK open to FR, Rec Rm, lg
MLS 3121250
yard w/patio,CAC & more!

SCOTCH PLAINS
$599,000
3BR, 2.1BA Ranch on 1.4 acres, bright Kit
w/bay window, new wood flrs & stnls appl, 2
spa-like bths, 2c gar & full bsmt. MLS 3119639

WESTFIELD
$595,000
Ideally located! Charming Colonial 4BR, 2BA,
LR/frpl, DR, Den & EIK. HW flrs & abundant
updates. Close to Franklin Schl. MLS 3120931

SCOTCH PLAINS
$499,000
Beautifully renovated 4 bedroom, 3 bath home
with open floor plan, wood floors, Family
MLS 3118324
Room, 98x141 lot.

WESTFIELD
$474,900
Beautifully decorated 4BR, 1.1BA home w/
extra lrg EIK, HWF, gernerous back yard, many
MLS 3117054
expansion possibilities.

SCOTCH PLAINS
$425,000
Charming Colonial on quiet street offers NEW
Kitchen & baths, hdwd flrs, new windows, LR
MLS 3120918
w/fpl, patio & more.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT, LLC.

Westfield...Uncompromised attention to detail has been lavished on this 2007, 5 bedroom/4.1 bath Colonial from the open floor
plan to its stylish finishes. Inspiration begins in the foyer, boasting outfitted closets, gleaming hardwood flooring and high ceilings
crowned with deep moldings. The formal area of the home features a gracious living room accented by a prominent archway into
the banquet sized dining room highlighted by milled craftsmanship. A chef’s kitchen, equipped with a Viking six burner stove,
granite center island with breakfast bar and sliders to the paver patio, seamlessly adjoins the sunlit family room, warmed by a gas
fireplace. The second level encompasses a luxurious master retreat, with spa-like bath and walk-in outfitted closet, plus three
generously sized bedrooms, hall bath and laundry. The third level includes a versatile guest en suite. Incredibly finished lower level
comprised of a recreation room, exercise area, full bath, private office and abundant storage. Located just a short distance to
Washington School, library, shopping and transportation, this residence has it all! Offered at $1,175,000.
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Page 13

VOYSEST SCORES 13, RAMOS 12, POILLON PUTS IN 11

Dickinson Rams ‘Out-Swipe’
Raider Boy B’ballers, 73-54
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fast-paced style of basketball initiated by the Dickinson Rams turned
out to flow in their favor in a 73-54
victory over the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Raider boys in
Scotch Plains on February 27.
That rapid style of play led to a
multitude of steals and turnovers on
the part of both teams, but the 12-13
Rams held the upper hand.
“We turned the ball over a lot, which
we haven’t been doing lately like we

ate lay-ups. That technique led to
several Ram scoring steaks throughout the game.
“They kind of forced the issue on
us. They forced the fast pace. You are
either going to turn it over or you are
going to score lay-ups. That’s what
we were doing. We were getting layups or turning the ball over,” Coach
Doherty said.
The first Ram streak began just
after the Raiders took a 13-10 lead
midway through the first quarter. The
Rams responded with a 7-0 run, led

to 45-40 with 5:05 on the clock. Andrew Voysest began that run with a
lay-up and added three more points,
while Jack Poillon nailed a 3-pointer
and Ramos hit a free throw. Voysest
(2 assists, steal, rebound) finished the
game with 13 points and Poillon (5
rebounds, block, 3 tips that led to
steals, assist) finished with 11 points.
“They are doing some good things.
I hope that leads to some good things
in the states Tuesday [March 4]
against Millburn. They are a good
team. They are seniors. They have
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING THROUGH FARMERS...Blue Devil Lil Scott, No. 20, plows through a field of Farmers in the UCT semis.

Blue Devils Bow to Farmers in UCT Semi, 52-41
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A RAM...Raider senior Andrew Voysest, No. 3, guards against a Dickinson Ram in Scotch Plains on February
27. The Rams won, 73-54, but Voysest led the Raiders with 13 points.

had been doing earlier in the year. We
kind of went backwards. We have
been trying different things trying to
get ready for the states, so I hope we
don’t turn the ball over like that in the
states,” Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty said.
The Rams also employed a full
court press just after scoring and capitalized with thefts right after the Raiders’ throw-ins, which led to immedi-

Cougar Byrnes Places
Twice at Swim MOC
Cranford High School Cougar
Julie Byrne placed fourth in the 200individual medley with a time of
2:06.35 and sixth in the 100-butterfly at 58.11 at the swimming Meet
of Champions held at Gloucester
Tech in Sewell on March 2.

by Emmand Okoye, who scored five
of those points. The Rams won the
quarter, 19-15. All seven of Okoye’s
points came in the quarter. Raider
Leo Ramos (3 rebounds, 2 steals,
assist) scored seven of his 12 points
in the quarter.
A 6-0 Ram spurt initiated by Carmine Marchitto and Anthony Florence
early in the second quarter squirted
their lead to 28-19 with 5:06 on the
clock. The Rams won the quarter, 2516, to take a 44-31 lead at the half.
Raiders Quaryee Bull (5 rebounds, 2
steals, 2 assists), Ramos and Devin
Glover (steal, rebound, assist) each
scored four points in the quarter.
Marchitto finished the game with 17
points and Florence finished with 12.
The Raiders showed their best spurt
of brilliance with a 9-0 run to kick off
the third quarter and to close the gap

been playing together for a while,”
Coach Doherty said.
Unfortunately for the Raiders, the
Rams answered with an 8-0 run instigated by Isiah Epps, but the Raiders
won the quarter, 15-12, to trail by 10
entering the final quarter, which began with the longest streak of the
game, an 11-0 gush by the Rams led
by Marchitto and Ron Washington
that virtually put the game out of
reach. Raider Josh Acosta hit all five
of his points in the quarter and Mike
Dwumfour (5 points) drained a 3pointer.
Raiders Emendo Thomas (2 assists) and Chris Gibbons (assist) each
finished with two rebounds and a
blocked shot. Dan Lopez had two
assists, a steal and a tipped ball.
Dickinson
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

19 25 12 17
15 16 15 8

73
54

Simine Bonaparte and Kya Reddick
each netted five points, and Tessa
Dolce added three points.
One major disadvantage the Blue
Devils with reference to strength under the boards had was the absence of
senior Carly Friedman, who was out
with a sprain.
“They beat us on the boards. We
did not have any answer for them to
get the rebounds on the board. We
knew we had to come in and try to be
more aggressive inside. We didn’t
have Carly Friedman today also. She
will be back. It’s only a sprain. That
would have helped us, but overall we
gave it our all,” Coach Marino said.
“We didn’t really box out well. We
gave them a lot of opportunities, which
really hurt us. They got four shots
every time, and we should have limited it to one,” Knapp said.
The Farmers scored the first six
points of the game until Scott and
Liddy hit back-to-back 2-pointers.
Adora Moneme sank a 2-pointer and
Reddick banged a 3-pointer then Scott
sank a pair of free throws to end the
quarter, 11-5, Farmers.
The Farmers extended their lead to
22-8 midway through the second
quarter, but Knapp sank eight of her
points, four by free throws, and Liddy
ended the half with a 3-pointer on an
assist from Scott.

Trailing 25-19 entering the second
half, the Blue Devils whittled away at
the Farmers’ lead to make the score,
32-28, at the end of the third, but the
Farmers got off to a 9-2 run before
Knapp hit her 3-pointer to put her in
the 1,000-point category. Scott and
Luzzi combined for the remainder of
the Blue Devils’ points in the quarter.
“We still got states. Our first state

game is March 4th [Dickinson]. They
are coming to our gym, so we are
going to defend our court. We will be
ready for that game. We hope to take
it as far as we can,” Knapp said.
“We hustled. They put it all on the
floor and that’s all you can ask for,”
Coach Marino said.
Union
Westfield

11 14
6 13

7 20
9 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devil junior Jackie Knapp, No. 2, drives to
the basket in the Union County Tournament semifinal game against Union.
Knapp sank a 3-pointer in the fourth quarter to break 1,000 career points.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite
#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 9th • 1-4PM
95 North Avenue, Fanwood

Email: hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Homes Sold by Fran and Sam

4 bedroom 2 bath Victorian
This is the home you dream of! Gracious, turn of the century Victorian complete with a wrap around porch sitting on
over one half acre yet walkable to the NYC train and the charming town of Fanwood. This home has room for
everyone and everything with four bedrooms, two full baths, banquet sized formal dining room, first floor family
room and office. There is room to grow with the walkout basement and walkup attic. The original character has been
preserved with hardwood floors, beautiful moldings, knotty pine kitchen cabinets and period details; yet updated
for today's needs with central air conditioning, new gas heat, updated electric, stainless appliances and ceiling fans.
Move right in and enjoy the splendor of yesterday with the conveniences of today! Offered for $579,000.

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

321 Hyslip Avenue • Westfield

14 Roselle Avenue • Cranford

2031 Prospect Avenue • Scotch Plains

1110 Columbus Avenue • Westfield

827 Dorian Drive • Westfield

389 Park View Drive • Scotch Plains

912 Rahway Avenue • Westfield

19 Bell Drive • Westfield

Call us and put our
teamwork to work for you!

Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2013
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryalice@maryaliceryan.com

908-233-5555

52
41

Frances Bradley
Ebtsam “Sam” Sayed

Sales Representatives
Westfield Office 908.654.7777
Fran Cell: 908.337.1753
Sam Cell: 908.419.3335
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Area stores that carry The
Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)
Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)
King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite
563 North Ave. (Leader)
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Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)
Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)
Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)
Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)
Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)
Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO SET UP THE “CLAW”...Blue Devil junior John Fuller, top, tries to work the “Claw” on Hanover Park’s Lou
Ramo in their 113-lb title bout. Ramo won, 7-3, and both qualified for the state tournament in Atlantic City.

ON HIS WAY TO THE TITLE...Cougar junior Gavin Murray, facing, defeated Alex Murray (Watchung Hills), 3-0, to
claim the 138-lb title and to advance to the state championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City.

Westfield’s Velez, Cougar Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns; Blue Devil Fuller Places Second
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

I wrestled a kid a lot bigger and
stronger than me. I held on for dear
life. All that hard work all season to
get down to 113, it is awesome to get
to the finals. I am going to go out
there and try to wrestle smart again. It
was my dream the whole time. I am

so excited to get to AC,” Fuller said.
In the title bout against top-seeded
Lou Ramo (HP), Fuller wrestled well
but dropped a 7-3 decision.
Cougar freshman Tom DiGiovanni
topped Summit’s (Su) Phil Angelo,
5-0, to reach the 113-lb semi where

You are invited to a Complimentary

NEW JERSEY PROPERTY
TAX APPEAL SEMINAR
Understand your options and time frame.

Monday, March 10th at 7PM
Downtown Westfield Corporation
105 Elm Street - Lower Level
Refreshments will be served

he lost to Ramo. He then wrestled
back and faced Angelo again for third
place. This time, he won, 1-0, to earn
his trip to AC. Cougar sophomore
Niko Cappello also earned his trip to
AC when he recorded a 4-3 decision
over Plainfield’s (Pl) Derrick Washington to place third at 160-lbs.
Blue Devil Matt Barber showcased
a repertoire of takedowns to defeat
Gene Angelo (HP), 11-4, to reach the
145-lb semis.
“The first one was a go-behind.
Second was a single to a double and
the last one was a sweep single. I had
a couple of different ones but I forget,” Barber said.
One he temporarily forgot to mention was a sweet duck-under.
“I was trying to go for a high crotch.
I felt him turn, so I went for a duck.You
can’t really have a big game plan. You
just have to wrestle the way you
wrestle. If you have too big of a game
plan and you don’t get your shot, he is
going to have a reaction. All good
wrestlers have a reaction,” said Barber, who proved that he recovered

well from his District 11 title bout loss
to SPF Raider Brian Lapham.
“I didn’t really dwell on that match
too much. You got to move on, so I
was looking forward to this to get
back in the groove,” he said.
After he lost, 3-1, to Ray Jazikoff
(SoP) in the semis, Barber won his
first wrestleback to face Lapham for
third place. Trailing 1-0 in the second, Barber recorded a takedown then
later added an escape to earn a 3-2
victory and a trip to AC. Lapham had
previously defeated Dylan Mulcahey
(Chatham) and John Coler (Johnson).
Cougar Anthony Capece pinned
Tom Dinger of Middlesex (Msx) in
1:08 with a step over arm bar in his
106-lb preliminary bout and won his
first wrestleback bout but was stopped
short with a 3-1 loss to Brearley’s
(Br) Ray Wetzel. Cougar Chris
Scorese dropped a 7-4 decision to
Ryan Walsh (SoP) in the 120-lb
wrestleback semi. Cougar Brian
McGovern lost his 132-lb wrestleback
semi to Seton Hall Prep’s (SHP) Anthony Canfora.

overtime heartbreaker to Neo-Joe
Lughas (Pl). At 220-lbs, Barringer’s
Victor Rivera pinned Cougar Mike
Pastor in 5:14.
“Freshman, sophomore, junior! I was
proud of how all 11 kids who came into

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO A.C....Cougar freshman Tom DiGiovanni, top, defeated Summit’s
Phil Angelo, 1-0, in the 113-lb third place bout to qualify for Atlantic City.

Guest Speaker
James M. Foerst, Esq.
RSVP to:
Rick DeVogel, Weichert Financial Services
at 973-534-7191 or your
local Weichert Sales Associate.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
908-654-7777
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO AVOID BEING TAKEN DOWN...Raider JT Beirne, left, tries to
avoid being take down by Linden’s Nick Tekula in the 126-lb wrestlebacks.

Eileen Passananti

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Sales Associate

hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

epassananti@gmail.com

Cell: (908) 938-9248
www.hye-youngchoi.net

Raider Matt Ridge advanced to the
182-lb semis when he defeated Collin
Lynch (SoP), 7-5. Ridge slicked
Lynch with an ankle pick takedown
in the first period.
“It’s a family tradition, like my

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Cell: (908) 868-9471
www.EileenPassananti.net

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 9th 1-4PM • 561 Edgar Road

Westfield. Spectacular custom 2006 colonial built by M. Mahoney offering 9 room, 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths with easy access to schools, town, transportation and park.
Exquisite embellished millwork, gleaming hardwood floors, high ceilings, well-appointed rooms, finished basement with full bath, gourmet kitchen with granite,
stainless steel appliances, separate dining area with sliders to patio and adjacent family room with gas fireplace. The gracious 2 story foyer opens to living room with
coffered ceiling, formal dining room with tray ceiling and library with French doors. The second floors offers a master bedroom suite with sitting area, his and her walkin closets and luxury bath with jetted tub, separate stall shower and double sink vanity, three additional bedrooms and 2nd floor laundry. Walk-up attic, multi-zoned
heat and central air, beautifully landscaped property with sprinkler system, 2 car garage and electric dog fence.
$1,225,000.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

brother Mike and [Anthony] Tufaro,”
said Ridge, who also caught Lynch in
a five-point lateral drop.
“He was pressuring me a lot. I hit it.
I try not to hit that move, but it came
pretty easy, because he was a strong
kid and he was pressuring me,” he
explained.
After losing to top-seeded Joe
Balboni (Br), Ridge lost to Rohan
Phillip (Pl) in the wrestleback semis.
Strength came into play when Blue
Devil Kevin Frega successfully resisted several cradle attempts and
muscled Whippany Park’s (WP)
Stevan Webb to his back in 5:20 with
a half nelson/head smother in the
195-lb preliminary. Raider Dan Van
brunt out-slicked Dyuenet Beaublanc
(Iv), 4-1, in his 195-lb preliminary
then had to face Frega, whom he
pinned in the districts after trailing, 85. Van brunt recorded two takedowns
and a reversal to claim a 6-4 decision.
“I didn’t want to make the same
mistake I did in the districts. He goes
right in on his shots. Tonight he had
his head down and I got the takedown.
He didn’t seem as good as he was in
the districts, but I really wanted to
win this one,” Van brunt said.
His next bout would be against topseeded Nick D’Uva (Parsippany Hills)
in the semis, but his luck ran out when
he was on the short side of a 17-9
decision. He then lost his wrestleback
to Allan Nunez (Roselle Park).
Cougar Corey Birch was ready for
action in his 152-lb preliminary and
pinned Tanner Thomas (Su) in 3:12
with a single grapevine and Jacob’s
hook. Raider Dom Natale used his
crafty legwork to subdue Irvington’s
(Iv) Jepthe Jean-Paul, 12-5, in his
152-lb preliminary. Both Birch and
Natale were defeated in the
quarterfinal wrestlebacks.
In the 126-lb preliminary, Raider
JT Beirne pulled off a slick standing
Gramby roll to roll past Alex Pollera
(WH), 7-2. After losing to the top
seed, Beirne dropped an 11-2 decision to Linden’s Nick Tekula. Blue
Devil Jarek Gozdieski realized the
importance of controlling from the
top position to defeat Aarin Feliz (Par)
in a 6-5 overtime tiebreaker. Cougar
heavyweight Jon ElKhoury eked out
a 6-5 decision over Yianni Kostidakis
(HP) in the preliminaries. Gozdieski
and ElKhoury lost their respective
quarterfinal wrestlebacks.
Raider Tom Cunningham lost his
132-lb preliminary, 11-5, to Bob
Dinger (Msx), and Zecca (HP) pinned
Raider Jeff Lieblich in 2:44 at 138lbs. At 145-lbs, Cougar Andrew
Tompkins came so close to recording
a takedown just before the buzzer in
regulation but ended up losing a 3-1

this tournament wrestled, especially for
the younger guys. It’s going to be great
for them next year. As far as I know,
DiGiovanni is only the second freshman ever in Cranford wrestling history
to qualify for states. DiGiovanni, Niko!
Those two guys wrestled back. A lot of
times, they can fall into a tank, but they
kept their heads up and earned their
spot. And Gavin keeps going up. He
lives for the big stuff. The next thing is
the biggest,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.
“This has been a good tournament
for our entire team. From yesterday
on, this was about mental toughness.
Everybody is beat up. We needed to
suck it up and they battled. Even the
losses, I thought Jarek [Gozdieski]
and Frega wrestled all out on the mat.
If one person believed in John Fuller
in this gym, it was the right person. It
was John Fuller. As the tournament
went on, you could see his confidence
growing. Velez and Barber both fought
through some adversity. Velez didn’t
look like himself in the quarterfinals.
We were worried if we would see Nick
Velez at his best, and we got the answer. He beat two awesome kids. That’s
been a year in the works. Barber had a
tough semifinal. If you watch the consolations, they lose that next round if
they are not able to gain that mental
composure to wrestle back. Matt
wrestled out of it and earned his trip to
Atlantic City,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
145: — Dan Reed (D) d Jazikoff (SoP) 9-7
152: — Velez (W) d Sikel (SoP) 3-2
160: — Anthony Bassolino (HP) d Brian
Matthews (RP) 3-2
170: — Josef Johnson (D) p Vince
Mattia (WP) 5:58
182: — Balboni (Br) md Woods (RP) 18-4
195: — Jeff Velez (Br) md D’Uva (Par
Hills) 16-6
220: — Steve Hill (Par Hills) d Donovan
Martone (Mad) 9-5
Hwt: — Nick LaShell (HP) d Anthony
Carbajal (WH) 7-3
106: — Ty Agaisse (D) won injury default over Nick Ferro (SHP)
113: — Ramo (HP) d Fuller (W), 7-3
120: — Nick Ferro (D) d Anthony Cefalo
(HP), 5-4 UTB
126: — Christian Innarella (D) md Tyler
Gazaway (New Prov), 12-1
132: — Megaldo (WH) p Christian
Bassolino (HP), 5:33
138: — Murray (C) d Murray (WH) 3-0

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Extraordinary

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Page 15

Professionals

Westfield - West Office • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090

Simply The Best

GOLD
CATHY SPLINTER

GOLD
BETH E. SULLIVAN

GOLD
JOYCE D. TAYLOR

SILVER

SILVER

SILVER

SILVER

CYNTHIA ALEXANDER

JOCELYNE HOLDEN

JULIE MANUEL MURPHY

JILL SKIBINSKY

BRONZE
FRANCESCA AZZARA

SILVER

SILVER

SILVER

SHARON STEELE

CAROL W. TENER

ANNE WEBER

BRONZE
DIANE KONTRA

BRONZE
BARBARA LANG

BRONZE
SHARON LIES

BRONZE
JODI LUMINIELLO

BRONZE
SHERRIE NATKO

 2013 NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 
®

®

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage proudly congratulates our Sales Associates who achieved membership in the
2013 NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® at the Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze levels for their
outstanding achievements in 2013. Their commitment to truly remarkable service delivered truly remarkable
results for our buyers and sellers. We look forward to serving all your real estate needs in 2014!
Gold: $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units

Silver: $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units

Bronze: $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units

ColdwellBankerMoves.com/Westfield West • (908) 233-0065

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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* High School Sport Shorts: *
Lady Blue Devils Rap
East Brunswick, 61-47

Raider Boys Muzzle
Bulldog Cagers, 68-51

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team recovered well from
its recent loss to Union in the Union
County Tournament to defeat East
Brunswick, 61-47, in Westfield on
February 27. Junior Lil Scott pumped
in 26 points, including a pair of 3pointers, and Amelia Montes scored
11 for the Blue Devils. Jackie Knapp
scored nine points.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team recorded
its 10th win with a 68-51 victory over
the Dayton Bulldogs in Springfield
on February 25. Leo Ramos and Jack
Poillon led the raid with 12 and 10
points, respectively. Mike Dwumfour
netted nine points, Emendo Thomas
and Quaryee Bull each put in eight
points, and Andrew Voysest and Chris
Gibbons each scored six points.

E. Brunswick
Westfield

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Dayton

14 9 14 10
15 13 14 19

47
61

PLAYER OF THE YEAR...Pictured, left to right, are: Ryan Miller, Assistant
Principal/Athletics High School; James Murphy and Tom Breznitsky, Head
Varsity Soccer Coach.

Hunt. Cent. Girls Top
Cougar Cagers, 50-33

SPF’s Murphy Named Gatorade
NJ Boys Soccer Player of Year

The Hunterdon Central High
School girls basketball team rumbled
to a 29-14 halftime lead en route to a
50-33 win over the Cranford Cougars
in Cranford on February 27. Seniors
Mairead McKeary and Kerry
Wischusen scored 10 points and eight
points, respectively, and sophomores
Cerys MacLelland and Lindsey Pace
added seven and five, respectively,
for the Lady Cougars.

On February 27, the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education recognized high school sophomore and
varsity soccer player, James Murphy,
for being selected as the 2013-2014
Gatorade New Jersey Boys Soccer
Player of the Year.
This award recognized his outstanding athletic excellence, his high
standards of academic achievement
and his exemplary character as demonstrated both on and off the field.
This award also distinguished Murphy
as New Jersey’s best high school boy’s
soccer player.
This past season Murphy has scored
22 goals and passed for 17 assists,

leading the Raiders (18-3-1) to the
North 2, Group 4 semifinals. An AllAmerican selection by the National
Soccer Coaches Association of
America, he was named the Courier
News Player of the Year and The StarLedger First Team All-State honoree.
Murphy has career totals of 27 goals
and 29 assists.
Now a finalist for the prestigious
Gatorade National Boys Soccer
Player of the Year award to be announced in May, Murphy joins an
elite alumni association of past notable high school athletes among them
were Peyton Manning, Lebron James
and Derek Jeter.

St. Helen’s 7th Boys Head
To CYO Championship
The seventh grade St. Helen’s Varsity Blue boys basketball team beat
St. James of Springfield on March 2,
23-19, and will face Old Lady of
Peace for the CYO Blue division
championship on Sunday, March 9,
at Roselle Catholic at 6:15 p.m..
The team was hampered by the
loss of point guard Jack Gambello,
who suffered a fractured thumb at the
end of the regular season, but strong
performances by Aidan Maher,
Michael Carlone, Jack Gerris, Zach
Doyle, Juan Thompson, Matt Pindilli,
Aidan Lezynski and Jonas Dengler
led the team to victory. Carlone and
Maher lead the team in scoring.
“We have a balanced team with
excellent guards, strong inside presence, and outstanding outside shooting”, commented Coach Mike
Lezynski. “The boys are focused,

Hunterdon Cent
Cranford

17 12 14 7
8 6 5 14

50
33

Raider Cagers Grind
Lady Millers, 62-37

14 18 20 16
16 12 7 16

68
51

Raider Cagers Beat
Mo. Knoll Girls, 42-40
Senior Katie Harper pumped in 18
points and junior Tabitha Dwumfour
pulled down 14 rebounds to lead the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls basketball team past Morris Knolls, 42-40,
in Scotch Plains on February 28.
Madison Maisel contributed nine
points for the 10-16 Raiders
Morris Knolls
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

13
8

7 12 8
9 14 11

40
42

St. Mary’s Boys Stop
Cougar Cagers, 70-48

Senior Katie Harper scored 17
points, including a 3-pointer, to lead
the 9-16 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team past the
7-14 Millburn Millers in Scotch Plains
on February 25. Micaiah Battle bucketed 15 points and Tabitha Dwumfour
added six points.

St. Mary’s (Elizabeth) got a 20-9
first-quarter jump on the Cranford
High School boys basketball team
and rolled to a 70-48 victory on February 27. Mike Guarriello and Luke
Christiano each netted nine points for
the Cougars and Jack McCaffrey sank
eight, while John Oblachinski,
Tommy Trotter and Albert Gargiulo
each scored six points.

Millburn
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

St. Mary’s
Cranford

7 7 12 11
16 18 14 14

37
62

20 10 18 22
9 12 15 12

70
48

play aggressive D, and have fun. They
lost three games during the regular
season and have avenged two of those
losses. We hope to avenge the third
one on Sunday.”
Lezynski and Assistant Coach Carmine Pindilli are proud to represent
St. Helen’s on the court and represent
the organization theme of keeping
Christ in basketball.

THE UNDEFEATED...The Westfield High School girls freshmen basketball
team completed their 2013-2014 season with an undefeated record of 14-0.
Pictured, left to right, are: first row; Tylah Jordan, Maddie Jacobs, Jenna Iorio,
Casey Popowski and Emily Greaney; back row, Grace Brindle, Nicolina Albano,
Sonya Peregrim and Coach Todd Custer.

12U Devilfish Finish 1st Half
YMCA State Championships

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
A special meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education has been scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 13, 2014,
at the Beechwood School Susan O. Collier
Media Center located at 1497 Woodacres
Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
This meeting is for public input on the
budget.
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $10.71

ADVANCING IN HOOPS...Saint Helen’s 3rd grade CYO team led by Coach
Brian Tilyou advanced in the first round of the Union County CYO Youth
Basketball league playoffs on February 22 after defeating Saint Joseph’s of
Maplewood.

Probitas Verus Honos

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Agent

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2012
Direct Line: 908-279-4441

532 Colonial Avenue, Westfield

UCT JV BASKETBALL CHAMPS...The Westfield High School girls junior
varsity basketball team completed its undefeated season with a come-frombehind victory over Governor Livingston to claim the Union County Tournament
championship held at Kean University on February 28. Pictured are, first row:
Jenna Iorio, Liz Bruscia, Abby Demers, Danielle Rinaldi, Emily Greaney and
Casey Popowski; second row: Coach David Hartzler, Hope Rothenberg, Samantha
Della Fera, Kelsey Moum, Nicolina Albano and Erica Simmons.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Just Reduced $999,000

Charm radiates throughout this sunny five bedroom, three bathroom Colonial in the heart of the highly desirable
Gardens section of Westfield. This home boasts a large welcoming foyer which flows into a spacious, formal
dining room perfect for entertaining. An eat in kitchen, a cozy living room with a wood burning fireplace and a
lovely three season porch complete the first level of living space. The spacious second level has four bedrooms
and two full baths. Finally, the newly renovated third-floor offers a fifth bedroom with exposed brick, an inviting
bonus guest room and a stunning Jack & Jill bathroom. Situated on one of Westfield's premier streets, this home
is just minutes from Westfield's excellent schools, award-winning Downtown, beautiful parks and NYC transportation. Don't miss the opportunity to make this your dream home!

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 x113
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before March 19,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “BULKY WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL” in accordance with
the Specifications and Information to Bidders prepared by the Township. At that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received other than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.
Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$50 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written questions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 March 13, 2014.
A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract. Based on historical information, and not as a projection of the number
of permits that may be included in the 2014
Spring Cleanup program, in 2013 the Township issued 932 permits for bulky waste
pickup and disposal. There is no guarantee that the number of pickups for the 2014
Spring Cleanup will be greater or lesser
than 2013. However, for the purposes of
determining the amount of the contract for
bonding purposes, Bidder should multiply
its Total Bid Price times the number of
permits issued in 2013.
The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Performance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other applicable statutes, laws or regulations.
Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue.
Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bidder, upon which shall be designated:
“2014 BID- BULKY WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL”
The Township reserves the right to reject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager
Carlos Luaces
Director of Public Works
1 T - 3/6/14, The Times
Fee: $70.89

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
12U team competed in the first half
of theYMCA State Swimming Championships hosted by Ocean County
“Y” in Toms River on February 28March 2. Swimmers aged 10U swam
timed finals and the 11-12 swimmers
competed in prelims and finals. All
27 Devilfish qualifiers represented
their team well with many outstanding breakout swims and personalbest times.
Two individuals and eight relay
teams scored points by placing 16th
or higher. Natalie Lee placed third
(10U 50-back) and ninth (10U 50fly). For the 11-12 girls, Keeley Thompson was a clear standout with
significant time drops in every event
she swam. Thompson reached finals
in three events and placed seventh
(100-back), eighth (200-back) and
ninth (50-back).
TOP 16 RELAYS:
10U: 9th place (Boys 200-free rePUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-028991-12
FILE NO. 15821-12
NOTICE TO REDEEM
US BANK CUSTODIAN FOR
LLF1NJ; PLAINTIFF VS.
KELLY L. GREENWOOD;
MICHAEL GREENWOOD, JR;
CHRISTOPHER L. GREENWOOD; MIESHA GREENWOOD, WIFE OF CHRISTOPHER L. GREENWOOD;
CANDACE GREENWOOD;
FIRST DEPOSIT NATIONAL
BANK N/K/A JPMORGAN
CHASE BANK, NA; STACEY
A. YORK; PATRICE S.
RANDELL; UNION CO BD
SOCIAL SERVS; OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL; WORLDWIDE
ASSET PURCHASING LLC,
ON BEHALF OF DIRECT MERCHANTS BANK NA; CAPITAL
ONE BANK; CACV OF NJ;
PATRICIA A. GREENWOOD;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)
TO: STACEY A. YORK; PATRICE S.
RANDELL; PATRICIA A. GREENWOOD;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on February 26, 2014, the Superior
Court Fixed April 14, 2014 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
UNION, located at 1976 MORRIS AVENUE, UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083 as
the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:
LOT 18 BLOCK 5809 on the tax duplicate of UNION. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 09-00096 is
$15,408.85, together with interest from
September 30, 2013 and costs of
$1,482.23.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $60.59

lay — John Veres, Aidan Trenery,
Henry Brown, Roan Baker); 11th
(Girls 200-medley relay — Isabelle
Gauthier, Olivia Alpizar, Lee, Bridget
Thomas); 12th (Boys 200-medley
relay — Trenery, Baker, Brown, J.
Veres); 14th (Girls 200-free relay —
Lee, Alpizar, Gauthier, Thomas).
11-12: 11th (Girls 200-free relay
— Tori Sandull, Jenna Daniel, Julia
McGann, Thompson); 12th (Girls
200-medley relay — Thompson,
Daniel, Grace Brown, Sandull); 12th
(Boys 200-medley relay — Timothy
McGann, Thomas Brennan, Zach
Youssef, Jeffrey Yang); 16th (Boys
200-free relay — McGann, T.
Brennan, Yang, Youssef).
At the conclusion of the competition, the 12U team finished 16th overall. This total will be combined with
the results of the 13+ competition to
be held March 6-9 at Franklin and
Marshall College.
For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish Swim
Team contact Brian Guidera, Director of Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, 908.233.2700. X263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

Gridder Green to Play
For Erie Explosion
Timothy Green of Fanwood and
former Lincoln University (Oxford,
Pa.) football defensive lineman recently signed to the Erie Explosion,
Pro Indoor Football team’s training
camp for the 2014 season.
At The Lincoln University, Green
developed a reputation as one of the
top defensive ends in the nation. An
All-American and Super Region selection, Green finished the 2012 season with 78 tackles and 23.5 tackles
for a loss with 8.5 sacks. In 2011, he
led the NCAA DII in sacks with 17
and was named Lincoln’s first ever
NCAA DII All-American.
Green was selected as an AFCA
All-American, nominated for Little
All-American Team by Associated
Press, selected for ECAC Co-Defensive Player of the Year, nominated for
D2Football.com All-American Honorable Mention, nominated for AllCIAA Honorees and named as The
Lincoln University Male Athlete of
the Year.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on February 24, 2014 adopted the following resolution for the application acted upon at the
January 6, 2014 meeting.
PB13-05 Lighthouse Investments,
LLC, 924 South Avenue. Applicant sought
preliminary and final major site plan approval with variances to allow a change of
use from an auto repair shop to a dental
office. Applicant sought variance relief from
sections 11.28E6 and 17.05B of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow an all improvement coverage of 82.59% where a maximum of 70% is allowed and to allow a
driveway width of 8.75 feet where a minimum of 10 feet is required. Application
approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $25.50

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Furniture Assist Announces
Fundraiser For April 26
By PEGGY ROTHBAUM (Westfield
Volunteer) and C. DAWSON
YEOMANS (President)

Join Furniture Assist, Inc. in thanking Jay’s Cycle Center (Westfield) on
Saturday, April 26, 2014, from 7 to
10 p.m. as we team up for a
FUNdraiser! We will have live music, games and a silent auction. Join
us and see friends, meet new people,
network, and have a lot of fun. More
details to follow.
Furniture Assist is seeking sponsors and supporters of all types and at
all levels. For more information,
please send an e-mail to
faatjayscyclecenterfundraiser@gmail.com.

Furniture Assist, Inc. was formed
officially as a New Jersey non-profit
corporation, 501(c)3 on January 4,
2006. Our concept is simple: We
accept donations from those who
have items to give to those in need.
A need may include, but not be limited to, a previously homeless family or individual, trying to set up a
new living arrangement; a financially
challenged family or person, needing additional items for their home;
a battered spouse establishing a new
home; a medical emergency which
creates a need, or a need arising
from a flood, fire, hurricane, tornado, earthquake or other disaster.

Penny Colman to Give Talk
On ‘Celebrating Women’
SCOTCH PLAINS — In honor Legislature for her books and pubof Women’s History Month, the lic appearances that have “contribScotch Plains Public Library in- uted to the advancement of women.”
vites the community to an evening
The New Jersey State Federation
with Penny Colman on Thursday, of Women’s Clubs presented her
March 20, at 7 p.m. Ms.
with the New Jersey
Colman will present
Women of Achievement
“Celebrating Women,”
Award.
a program featuring
A graduate of the Uniunique photographs
versity of Michigan and
and lively commentary
Johns Hopkins Univerbased on her many road
sity, Ms. Colman has
trips in search of histaught non-fiction literatoric women’s landture and creative writmarks.
ing at various colleges
Ms. Colman is the
and universities, includauthor of award-wining Teachers College,
ning biographies and
Columbia University
Penny Colman
social histories. Her
and Queens College,
topics range from “Rosie the Riv- The City University of New York,
eter: Women Working on the Home where she was a Distinguished LecFront in World War II” to “Thanks- turer from 2003 to 2010.
giving: The True Story.”
This program will be free and
A popular speaker, she has ap- open to all. Interested persons are
peared on television, radio, includ- encouraged to register in advance
ing National Public Radio, and on through the library’s website,
Book TV, C-Span2. She has been scotlib.org; by calling (908) 322honored by the New Jersey State 5007, extension no. 204, or by emailing library@scotlib.org.
Screenings Are Set
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
For Blood Pressure
one block from Park Avenue, in the
SCOTCH PLAINS — The health center of the township.
department of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold blood pressure
screenings between 10 a.m. and noon
at the Scotch Plains Public Library
on the second Tuesday of the month,
except as noted.
The schedule is as follows: March
11, April 8, May 13, June 10, September 9, October 14, November 12
(Wednesday) and December 9. No
screenings will take place in July
and August.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
additional information, or any questions, call the health department at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 306.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034102-13
FILE NO. 17679-13
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
WSFS CREDIT CORPORATION A/K/A STAR STATES
LEASING CORPORATION;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which MBS REALTY is the plaintiff and DAVID L. JACKSON, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-03410213 within thirty-five (35) days after March
6, 2014 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered against you for relief demanded in
the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 1000044, sold
on 6/3/2011, dated 6/9/2011, and was
recorded on 7/29/2011 in Book 13151 at
Page 327, made by STACEY L. CARRON,
Collector of Taxes of LINDEN, and State of
New Jersey to MBS REALTY and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, MBS REALTY.
This covers real estate located in LINDEN,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 11 ADTL LOTS: 264,
823, 824a BLOCK 64 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of LINDEN and concerns premises commonly known as 1211 DILL AVENUE, LINDEN, New Jersey.
YOU, WSFS CREDIT CORPORATION
A/K/A STAR STATES LEASING CORPORATION, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on November 1, 1995, a judgment was entered
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Atlantic County, by WSFS Credit Corporation
against David Jackson and Joyce Jackson
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$20,062.92, plus costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-280863-1995.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien. WSFS Credit Corporation is
a/k/a Star States Leasing Corporation.
DATED: February 28, 2014
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $69.36
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CLASSIFIEDS
EMPLOYMENT WANTED

LOOKING FOR LOVING NANNY

Certified Home Health Aide
seeking job caring for the sick
and mature. References
available. Own transportation.
(973) 445-6896

We are looking for a full-time,
live-out, driving nanny for our
3 sweet girls (ages 5 years,
3 years and 15 months old) in
Westfield. Candidate must be
loving, nurturing and energetic.
We are hoping for a longterm
commitment. Applicants must
have years of experience working
with children and good references.
Please email Roz at
roslynstahl@yahoo.com
or call (917) 771-9508

PAINTING / PAPERHANGING

Matthew Burke
Fine Interior Painting &
Professional Paperhanging
20 years experience
excellent references
(908) 753-2516 & (908) 405-7514
HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings April 2nd,
evenings March 26th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings March 10th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends April 27th.
High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803
FREELANCERS WANTED
Detail-oriented writers with
professional
demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
to develop news stories.
Please email resume to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 14-02-37
CONTRACTOR: Greenbaum, Rowe,
Smith & Davis, LLP; P.O. Box 5600,
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095
NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Counsel Services for the Cherensky v. Borough
of Fanwood, GRC Complaint No. 2013-87
DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2014
FEE: Not to exceed $3,000
A copy of this Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk
1 T - 3/6/14, The Times
Fee: $18.36

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
Under the terms of the "Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, please be
advised that the Fiscal Affairs Committee
of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will be hosting Special Meetings to conduct Budget Meetings on the
following dates:
Tuesday, March 11, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. at
the UC Vocational -Technical School,
Board Room, 1176 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076; and Tuesday,
March 18, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.at the UC
Trailside, Auditorium, 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092;
and Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 5:30
p.m. at the UC Administration Building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, 6th Floor, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07207; and Tuesday, March
25, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.at the Park Madison
Building, 4th Floor Conference Room, 200
West Second Street, Plainfield, New Jersey 07063.
These Budget Meetings of the Fiscal
Affairs Committee are not Regular Meetings of the Board of Chosen Freeholders.
No action will be taken. All times and dates
are subject to change without notice.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC
Clerk of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $27.54
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Westfield Library Friends
Holding Membership Drive
WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library currently is holding its 42nd Membership Drive. An application form is
available at the Friends’ area of the
library, located at 550 East Broad
Street.
The Friends is a group of volunteers
whose mission is to foster interest in
the library, make the public aware of
its services and to provide special programs for individuals and groups.
Since 1972 the Friends have helped
fund projects for the library. During
the past 41 years, more than $800,000
has been raised to sponsor major library projects. These funds have been
earned by the Friends through the
group’s yearly membership drive,
book sales and other fundraisers.
Presently the Museum Pass is one
of its most popular funded programs.
Currently 22 museums in New JerPUBLIC NOTICE

sey and New York are available to be
visited by Westfield Library
cardholders at no charge.
On Saturday mornings during the
2014 winter months the Friends will
host 10 children’s programs for 3- to
5-year-olds.
The Anne Hale Speaker Series will
feature four adult programs with
speakers who have ties to Westfield.
In 2014 the Friends will again
award scholarships to future
Westfield librarians.
Other continuing programs include
book discussion groups; Books on
Wheels to homebound library patrons;
cultural bus trips; Sharing the Warmth
knitting and crocheting group and the
Metropolitan Opera Series.

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 3/11/14, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-1C, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North Region – 2014 at Various Locations including
and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 14411
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure
of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 2/20/14, 2/27/14 and 3/06/14, The Leader
Fee: $201.96
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Roosevelt Hosts Robinson at
Black History Assembly

CHINA DAY…Second grade classes at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
recently participated in “China Day,” an event to celebrate their study of Chinese
culture and traditions. Students created “passports” to “travel” to this distant
land and even learned to write Chinese alphabet characters and symbols.
Pictured is Charlie Sherman working with pen and ink.

Theater Project Holds Young
Film Makers Competition
NEW JERSEY - Having encouraged young writers for a dozen years
through its annual contest for high
school playwrights, The Theater
Project is reaching out to young
movie enthusiasts as well in a Young
Filmmakers Competition.
“Film and theater are both concerned with telling stories and exchanging ideas,” said competition
coordinator Will Budnikov of
Woodbridge. “Both mediums give
kids the chance to develop critical
thinking skills as they pick and choose
the words and images that will tell
their story.”
The Theater Project is an awardwinning professional company in residence at The Burgdorff Cultural Center in Maplewood. Past winners of the
Playwrights Competition have gone
on to pursue degrees in theater and
playwriting, and they often return to
The Theater Project to present prizes
and share their journeys with the newest honorees. The Theater Project
hopes the same will hold true for the
participants in the new filmmaking
competition.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen. Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-196
AWARDED TO: Parsons Brinkerhoff,
Newark, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
Engineering Design Services and Construction Administration and Inspection
Services
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$269,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-194
AWARDED TO: Architectural Services
Netta Architects $75,000.00
USA Architects $50,000.00
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
“on call” Architectural Services
PERIOD: Jenuary1, 2014-December 31,
2014
COSTS: in an sum not to exceed
$125,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-205
amending (Resolution No. 2013-161)
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law,
Woodland Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: in the matter entitled Laquan
Kearney v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000. For a sum not to exceed
$16,956.48.
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-203
amending (Resolution No. 2013-702)
AWARDED TO: LaCorte, Bundy,
Varady & Kinsella, Union, New Jersey
SERVICES: in the matter entitled Arthur
Sabatino v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000. For a sum not to exceed $8,575.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

“The goal of all our programs –
mainstage productions, playwrights
workshops, classes and competitions
for kids, artist panels and discussions – is to build a creative community that can support the artist in
each one of us,” according to the
company’s director, Mark Spina.
The competition began accepting
submissions on March 1. New
Jersey’s high school filmmakers may
submit their DVDs via U.S. mail no
later than Monday, April 21. Films
entered in the contest must be between five and 12 minutes long.
There is a $20 entry fee. Finalists
will be notified by May 15, and
invited to the June screening of their
work where the winners will be
judged and prizes awarded. The
screening will be open to the public.
DVD entries can be mailed to The
Theater Project, Box 101, Union,
N.J. 07083. Entrants should include
a cover letter with a short biography
of the entrant, including contact information and school attended, and
a statement saying the film is being
submitted by its owner or licensee,
giving The Theater Project the right
to publicly screen the film as part of
the festival. DVD entries will not be
returned.
Complete competition guidelines
are
available
at
TheTheaterProject.org.

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-190
AWARDED TO: Dietz and Hammer
Risk Solutions
SERVICES: to approve the Third Party
Claim Administration Contract for general
liability, Professional liability and employment practices
PERIOD: March 1, 2014- February 28,
2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$97,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-195
AWARDED TO: Engineering Services
Parsons Brinkerhoff of Newark, New
Jersey $25,000.00
Pennoni Associates of Cranford, New
Jersey $60,000.00
Neglia Associates of Lyndhurst, New
Jersey $38,800.00
T & M Associates of Middletown, New
Jersey $100,000.00
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
“on call” Engineering Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2014- December
31, 2014
COSTS: in the sum not to exceed
$223,800.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-188
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance
Company, Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICES: to renew the Runnells Specialized Hospital-General and Professional
Liability Umbrella and Excess Umbrella
Liability
PERIOD: March1, 2014-February 28,
2015
COSTS: for a contract amount not to
exceed $426,243.98. (Renewal reflects
a cost savings of $56,320.32)
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $24.48

WESTIELD - Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield ended the
month of February by celebrating
Black History Month with its seventh
annual visit by the Newark Boys
Chorus. Roosevelt’s Sharps and Flats
singers joined the Chorus in musical
selections.
The keynote speaker of the
morning’s celebration was Sharon
Robinson, daughter of baseball legend Jackie Robinson, who broke the
race barrier in 1947 by becoming the
first African American major league
baseball player.
Ms. Robinson presented a slide
presentation depicting the many challenges and honors that her father experienced during his lifetime, including meeting Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and raising funds for civil rights
groups following Robinson’s retirement from baseball.

A key leader in the organization
Breaking Barriers for Sports and Life,
Ms. Robinson, who holds several academic degrees and has had a multifaceted career, works to raise awareness of her father’s nine values to live
by: courage, determination, teamwork, persistence, integrity, citizenship, justice, commitment, and equality.
A slide show depicting the many
contributions of African Americans
concluded the morning’s assembly.
Roosevelt Principal Stew Carey
thanked Ms. Robinson and the Newark Boys Chorus and its director,
Donald Morris, for sharing their talents and inspirations with the
Roosevelt school community. He also
extended his appreciation to Pamela
Friedman, technology teacher at
Roosevelt, who was instrumental in
organizing the program.

PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR CANDIDATES…Fraser Weist and Nicole Devitt,
seniors at Westfield High School, are among 3,000 seniors from throughout the
country selected by the federal government as candidates for the U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program. Fraser Weist also is a candidate as a U.S. Presidential Scholar
in the Arts. No other high school senior in the country has the distinction of being
nominated in two categories in this prestigious program. Both Fraser and Nicole,
being congratulated by Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick, above,
earned perfect scores in every subject area of the ACT – a standardized test used
for college admission criteria. In addition, Fraser, who is a prolific music
composer, was chosen and had attended the national YoungArts Week in Florida
earlier this year.

Premiere Stages Launches
10th Anniversary Season

BLACK HISTORY MONTH...Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield ended
the month of February by celebrating Black History Month with its seventh
annual visit by the Newark Boys Chorus. Roosevelt’s Sharps and Flats singers
joined the Chorus in musical selections.

Nierstedt to Sign Books
At Plainfield Library
PLAINFIELD - Garwood resident
and author Eric Nierstedt will be part
of a seven author book signing on
Saturday, March 22, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the Plainfield Public Library, 800
Park Avenue (corner of West Eighth
Street), Plainfield.
Eric’s book, “The Lightrider Journals” is his first of a trilogy of fantasy
novels telling the story of Joseph
Hashimoto, a man resurrected by
godly forces to lead an Elemental
Knighthood dedicated to balancing
the forces of good and evil.
He is currently editing the second
novel of the series, Equites, for publication later this year.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-204
amending (Resolution No. 2013-929)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: in the matter entitled Kevin
Kolbeck v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000. For a sum not to exceed
$27,350.47
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-176
AWARDED TO: The Urban League of
Union County
SERVICES: for rental and security assistance under the 2014 Union County ReEntry Demonstration Program
PERIOD: March1, 2014-September 30,
2014
COSTS: in the amount of $50,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-179
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Jewish Family Service $44,000.00
Sage, Eldercare $36,000.00
Visiting Nurse & Health $20,000.00
Service/Holy Redeemer Home Care
SERVICES: to provide Home Care and
Nursing services to Union County residents
PERIOD: January 1, 2014-December
31, 2014
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $100,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $25.50

Boston University
Announces Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. – The following
residents have recently been named to
the Dean’s List at Boston University
for the Fall semester.
Students recognized for this honor
include: Sarah D. Brumfield, Raushan
V. Palejwala of Scotch Plains; Adam F.
DiBattista of Fanwood.
Each school and college at Boston
University has their own criterion for
the Dean’s List, but students generally
must attain a 3.5 grade point average
(on a 4.0 scale), or be in the top 30
percent of their class, as well as a full
course load as a full time student.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-197
AWARDED TO: Matrix New World,
Florham Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Stormwater Compliance Services for the County of Union
PERIOD: March 1, 2014- February 28,
2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-178
AWARDED TO: Development Directions LLC, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: to deliver Sandy Home
Relief and related advocacy services to
Union County Residents
PERIOD: February 1, 2014-September
30, 2015
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $456,232.
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-189
AWARDED TO: PMA Insurance Company
SERVICES: renew the Third Party Claim
Administration Contract for Worker’s Compensation, Auto and Property Claims
PERIOD: March 1, 2014- February 28,
2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$242,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will hold its 10th Annual
Spring Readings Series Thursday,
March 14, through Saturday, March
15, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, March 16, at
3 p.m. in the Murphy Dunn Theatre,
located inVaughn Eames Hall on Kean’s
central campus (1000 Morris Avenue,
Union, N.J.).
This year’s readings will feature the
2014 Premiere Stages Play Festival
finalists Janice Underwater by Tom
Matthew Wolfe (a two-time semi-finalist for the National Playwrights
Conference at the Eugene O’Neill Center), Sunrise Highway by Nick
Gandiello (winner of the American
Globe Theatre’s Best Play and Audience Favorite Awards for Travis Winters), The Ansel Intimacy by Vincent
Delaney (the Guthrie, Humana Festival, Seattle Rep), and Ugly Lies the
Bone by Lindsey Ferrentino (a 2014
Kendeda Playwright and recipient of
the Edward Albee Playwriting Fellowship and Residency).
One new play will be read by professional actors each evening, and
the public is encouraged to actively
participate in the new play development process through post-reading
dialogues with the writers. Patrons are
also afforded the opportunity to provide written evaluations.
The Premiere Stages Play Festival is
an annual competition for unproduced
scripts that offers developmental opportunities to playwrights born or
currently residing in the greater metropolitan area (New Jersey, NewYork,
Pennsylvania, and Connecticut). Four
finalist plays are selected from more
than 400 submissions, given professional readings and considered for

expanded development as part of the
Premiere Stages 2014 Season.
One of the four plays will be selected for an Actors’ Equity Association (AEA) staged reading in June,
and the most promising play will be
awarded a fully produced AEA production in September. All of the finalists also receive cash awards ranging from $500 to $2000.
The schedule for the March events
is as follows: Thursday, March 13, at
7 p.m. – Janice Underwater by Tom
Matthew Wolfe; Friday, March 14, at
7 p.m. – Sunrise Highway by Nick
Gandiello; Saturday, March 15, at 7
p.m. – The Ansel Intimacy by Vincent
Delaney; Sunday, March 16, at 3
p.m. – Ugly Lies the Bone by Lindsey
Ferrentino.
Admission and parking for the
Spring Reading Series is free. Reservations are recommended; call (908)
737-4092
or
email
premiere@kean.edu to reserve. For
more
information,
visit
www.kean.edu/premierestages.
In rehearsal for Premiere Stages’
reading of Tammy Ryan’s Soldier’s
Heart earlier this month.

Boston University
Announces Grad
BOSTON, Mass. – Boston University awarded academic degrees to
1,663 students in January 2014.
Among the graduates was Andrew J.
Cunningham of Westfield, who received a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and Economics.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-207
amending (Resolution No. 2013-801)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: in a potential litigation matter
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000. For a sum not to exceed
$59,917.30.
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-206
AWARDED TO: Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt & Fader, LLC, Rochelle Park,
New Jersey
SERVICES: to replace Bhalla & Cho,
LLC, Jersey City, New Jersey, as Special
Counsel to represent Correction Officer
William Burkert in the matter entitled
Laquan Kearney v. UC, et als,
COSTS: in an amount of $10,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-202
amending (Resolution No. 2013-344)
AWARDED TO: Kologi Simitz, Linden, New Jersey
SERVICES: in the matter entitled Robert L. Morgan v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000. For a sum not to exceed
$25,971.47
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-198
AWARDED TO: Pennoni Associates,
Edison, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide UST Environmental Compliance Services for the County
of Union
PERIOD: March 1, 2014- February 28,
2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$27,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-181
AWARDED TO: Partners Healthcare,
LLC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of Pharmacy Services for the patients/residents of
Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: March 1, 2014-February 28,
2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$900,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 02/27/14
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2014-200
AWARDED TO: Princeton Hydro LLC,
Ringoes, New Jersey
SERVICES: to update the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$220,350.
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/6/14, The Leader
Fee: $19.89
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Molten Mediocrity
2 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Film Critic

Director Paul W.S. Anderson’s
“Pompeii,” incorporating a fictitious
love story within the hypothesized
depiction of the volcanic decimation
now synonymous with the ancient
title city, is neither as bad as I feared,
nor as good as I had hoped. File it
under typical violence and special
effects fodder for the Saturday night
crowd.
Then again, how many disaster
flicks open with a quote from Pliny
the Younger, acknowledged eyewitness to the horror, who wrote, “In the
darkness some prayed for help, others for death?” Of course, that token
of legitimacy aside, historical accuracy is doubtlessly limited by box
office considerations. And even if the
academic resolve were there, a dearth
of facts still confounds historians and
archeologists, especially a 3-month
discrepancy (either August 24, or
November 23, 79 A.D.) as to the date
of the tragedy.
But such uncertainties aren’t
brought to bear in this violent
chronicle which, aside from a decided bent toward sensationalism and
star-crossed love, manages to insert
an astutely cynical note or two about
government, empire and the almighty
coin of realm. While we’re a bit subtler now, and can sure spin a deceptive euphemism, we are reminded
that the treacheries attending said
unholy alliance haven’t changed
much in two millenniums.
Tossed into the nightmare of his
epoch’s ugly inequities, little Milo is
the sole survivor of the slaughter visited on his Celtic horse tribe by the
Roman Senator Corvus (Kiefer
Sutherland), hereafter to be referred
to as the bad guy. He’s the kind you
sure hope gets his share of lava when
what goes around comes plopping
down.
Portrayed by Kit Harington, Milo
grows to adulthood courtesy of his
prodigious fighting abilities.
Though falling into Roman slavery,
he quickly generates legendary
gladiator buzz in his native Britannia. It earns him a trade to Graecus
(Joe Pingue), a wealthy Pompeiian
looking to profit from the hinterland sensation. If you haven’t
guessed, Milo’s the good guy…a bit
smallish as heroes go, but he’ll do.
At least regally attractive Cassia
thinks so. Played by Emily Browning, she’s the daughter of a rich
merchant, kind of jaded and bored,
especially by the dudes she met on a
recent stay in Rome. But her heart’s
in the right place, evidenced by her
kindness on the road from Rome
when she allows our super slave to
minister mercy on a suffering horse.
You can guess the upshot.
But just to make matters a bit
dicier, the verboten amour de coeur
between aristocrat and disenfran-

chised horseman is turned into a
deadly triangle. You see, Corvus,
who personally killed Milo’s mom
as the toddler watched, was chief
among the boors who earned Cassia’s
displeasure back in the Big Fig. Now,
hoping to mix business with pleasure and ply some blackmail on dad,
the scum has followed her back to
Pompeii.
One must pity the poor soul who
ventures into the theater truly expecting a better melodrama than the
hackneyed window dressing that
winds itself around the ominously
inevitable. It’s just a pretext to view
the horror that is implicitly
promised…a modicum of pretense
to assure that they were barbarians,
whereas we are not.
However, for those who don’t care
about appearances, and are actually
seeking an adult version of building
an elaborate structure of blocks and
then jumping on it from the couch,
be assured that ultimately everything
falls down and goes boom ad nauseam. Rendered in 3-D via the latest
CGI techniques, all manner of devastation corroborates young Pliny’s
report with unremitting vengeance.
Watch that a column doesn’t hit you.
Still, while it’s probably the next
best thing to being there, others who
need further excuse to immerse in
the visceral morass and doom of
Armageddon may appreciate the
scenic depiction. Although the art
department had limited archeological material to draw upon, the architecture, furnishings and appurtenances so colorfully extrapolated
might supply some ideas to those
thinking of decorating the manse in
a Pompeiian theme.
That said, I don’t like how this
film ends. Oh, I don’t mean the big,
inevitable comeuppance, though I
do prefer to avoid natural disasters
both real and portrayed whenever
possible. Rather, it’s the romance at
the heart of the viciousness to which
I refer. These are fictitious folk with
no claims on the director for accuracy. I won’t give it away, yet I must
wonder what the filmmaker thinks
of his projected audience to conclude matters the way he does.
But let’s face it: The majority of
those who will attend this clichéd
exercise in special effects and neo
nihilism don’t give a hoot what some
critic has to say. Bearing that in
mind, the purpose here is to save any
would-be fence sitters from the calamitous mistake of paying to see
“Pompeii,” while still perhaps fomenting an appetite for an independent study of the disaster.
…
“Pompeii,” rated PG-13, is a
TriStar Pictures release directed by
Paul W.S. Anderson and stars Kit
Harington, Emily Browning and
Kiefer Sutherland. Running time:
105 minutes

Public Invited To WF School
Spring Musicals and Concerts
WESTFIELD — The Fine Arts
Department of the Westfield Public
Schools invites the public to attend
any of the 40 musical events scheduled for this spring. Approximately
2,500 students in grades kindergarten through high school will be performing district-wide. All concerts
are free and begin at 7 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. School addresses
are available on the district website
at www.westfieldnjk12.org. The
dates and locations for the spring
concerts are listed below. In addition, Westfield High School (WHS),
Edison Intermediate School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School will
be performing in musicals – also
listed below.
Date School And Concert:
3/7/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Spring Musical – “13”– 7:30
p.m.
3/8/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Spring Musical – 13 – 7:30
p.m.
3/9/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Spring Musical – 13 – 2
p.m.
3/13/14 - Westfield High School
Spring Musical – Anyone Can
Whistle – 7:30 p.m.
3/14/14 - Westfield High School
Spring Musical – Anyone Can
Whistle – 7:30 p.m.
3/15/14 - Westfield High School
Spring Musical – Anyone Can Whistle
– 7:30 p.m.
3/20/14 - Lincoln School Sing-aLong 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 1:15, and
2:15 p.m.
3/27/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Spring Musical – The Little
Mermaid – 4 p.m.
3/28/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Spring Musical – The Little
Mermaid – 7:30 p.m.
3/29/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Spring Musical – The Little
Mermaid – 7:30 p.m.
3/25/14 - Westfield High School
Madrigal Dessert – 7:30 p.m.
4/10/14 Westfield High School
Jazz / Percussion – 7:30 p.m.
5/2/14 Westfield High School/
Edison/Roosevelt Jazz Night at
WHS.

5/9/14 - Westfield High School
May-Hem (non-audition entertainment, may include: songs, skits,
monologues, stand-up comedy routines and dance numbers)
5/10/14 - Westfield High School
May-Hem (same as above)
5/12/14- Washington Chorus
5/15/14 - All Elementary Beginners Strings at Edison Intermediate
School
5/19/14 - Franklin Advanced Band
5/19/14 - Jefferson Band and Chorus
5/19/14 - Wilson Chorus
5/20/14 - Westfield High School
Choral – 7:30 p.m.
5/21/14 - McKinley Band and
Chorus
5/21/14 - Washington Band
5/22/14 - Tamaques Band and
Chorus
5/22/14 - Wilson Band
5/22/14 - Franklin Chorus
5/27/14 - Franklin Intermediate
Band
5/28/14 - All Elementary Intermediate Strings at EIS
5/29/14 - Westfield High School
Orchestra – 7:30 p.m.
6/2/14 - Westfield High School
Band – 7:30 p.m.
6/3/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Concert Series 1
6/3/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Concert Series 1
6/4/14 - All City Festival – 7:30
p.m. at WHS Auditorium
6/5/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Concert Series 2
6/5/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Concert Series 2
6/5/14 - Sights and Sounds Art/
Writing and Arranging (art students
create a drawing; W&A students
write the music to go along with that
mood/feeling represented in the
drawing.
6/9/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Concert Series 3
6/9/14 - Roosevelt Intermediate
School Concert Series 3
6/10/14 - Edison Intermediate
School Concert Series 4
6/12/14 - Lincoln School Celebration 9:30; 10:30 a.m.; 1:15; and 2:15
p.m.
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Kim and Reggie Harris
Return to Westfield

POPCORN
“Pompeii”

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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ROCK ON…The Rock Performance Workshop band members, known as
“Wrong Direction,” recently finished a successful appearance at the Crossroads
in Garwood. Pictured, left to right, are: William Rehwinkel (keys), Matt Latowsky
(guitar), Ben Tipton (drums), Jasmine McMorran (vocals), Ebony Payne (bass),
Philip Rehwinkel (guitar) and Aidan Pine (guitar ).

Rock Performance Workshop
Begins New Session
WESTFIELD — The Rock Performance Workshop, directed by guitarist Glen Brown and percussionist
John Bryan, will continue with a new
session, beginning Saturday, March 8,
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) in Westfield.
The group is accepting enrollment
for teens with one year of playing
experience on guitar, bass, drums, piano, sax and trumpet, with a particular
call for bassists and drummers. Vocalists are also encouraged to enroll. The
band members will meet on Saturday
evenings at the NJWA studios, located
at 150-152 East Broad Street,

Westfield.
Session 1, which runs from 6 to 7:30
p.m., is for returning members. Session
2, which meets from 7:30 to 9 p.m., is
for new members. The program consists of 12 weeks of coached rehearsals, culminating in a live performance.
The Rock Performance Workshop is
one of the many programs of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a 501 ©
3 non-profit organization.
To find out more about this workshop or any program of the NJWA, call
(908) 789-9696, visit the NJWA studios
or
log
on
to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Poetry Reading to Feature
Priscilla Orr and Chuck Tripi
FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, March
18, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center
on Watson Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine
Avenue.) The evening’s reading will
feature two distinguished New Jersey poets, Priscilla Orr and Chuck
Tripi.
Priscilla Orr teaches literature and
writing at Sussex County Community College and she is a poet for the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Program.
She is the founding editor of the
Stillwater Review and the founding
director of the Betty June Silconas
Poetry Center. Priscilla is the recipient of a fellowship from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts. Her
published work includes “Jugglers
and Tides” and “Losing the Horizon,” both from Hannacroix Creek
Books.
Chuck Tripi turned to a life of
study and poetry when a medical
condition ended his career as an air-

line pilot. He is a founding partner of
the Paulinskill Poetry Project, a literary press and resource for poets of
the Upper Delaware River Region.
His poems have appeared in Journal
of New Jersey Poets, Poetry East, Taj
Mahal Review, Natural Bridge and
other journals. He lives in Sussex
County. His most recent poetry collection is “Carlo and Sophia”
(Cyberwit.net).
The Carriage House Series was
established on December 10, 1998,
by Adele Kenny, Fanwood’s Poet
Laureate. The series is home-based
in the Patricia M. Kuran Arts Center,
an historic Gothic Revival structure
that was once a 19th century carriage
house. The March 18th reading is
free of charge and open to the public.
The featured readings will be followed by an open reading so local
poets may each read a poem.
For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
v
i
s
i
t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Rotary Scholarship
Applications Due March 10
WESTFIELD – The deadline for
graduating seniors to submit their
applications to the Westfield Rotary
Club Foundation Scholarship Committee is Monday, March 10. To be
eligible applicants must be residents
of Westfield, attending Westfield High
School (WHS) or other public or
private high schools.
The Westfield Rotary Club Foundation Scholarship Program is the
oldest and largest in the town having
awarded nearly $2.5 million in scholarships to more than 1,600 students
since its inception in 1923 according
to Elizabeth Ensslin, who chairs this
year’s scholarship selection committee. Other committee members are

Rotarians Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Phil
Richardson, Jayson Astel, Nancy
Jackson, and Marcus Millet.
WHS seniors may only apply for a
Rotary scholarship by contacting their
guidance counselor to obtain the appropriate instructions and forms. Seniors who live in town and will be
graduating from other high schools
may download from the Rotary
website at wetfieldrotary.com and
complete the supplemental application with its specified components
and mail to Westfield Rotary Scholarship Committee, C/o Westfield Area
YMCA, 220 Clark Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. Email applications will
not be accepted.

Making Math Fun is Focus
Of College Club Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Overcoming a fear launch a nationwide after-school math
of math, especially at a young age, is club. She credits her own education in
the subject of the College Woman’s the Westfield school system with inClub of Westfield’s benefit luncheon spiring her love of the subject.
to be held on Wednesday, March 12,
In addition to her work with Bedat 11:30 a.m. at Echo Lake Country time Math, Ms. Overdeck is involved
Club in Westfield. The luncheon is with several non-profits focused on
$60 per person and all proceeds ben- STEM and has served on the boards of
efit the club’s scholarthe Liberty Science Center, Drew University,
ship program.
Guest speaker Laura
Governor’s School of
Bilodeau Overdeck,
N.J., and the Johns
Hopkins’ Center for Talfounder of Bedtime
Math, will explore the
ented Youth. She was
raised in Westfield and
ways in which math can
lives in Short Hills with
become either a stumher husband and three
bling block or a launchchildren.
ing pad towards careers
Founded in 1917 to
in science, technology,
engineering or math
further higher education
Photo courtesy of Kathryn Huang for women, the College
(STEM).
Using
games, Laura Bilodeau Overdeck Woman’s Club awards
puzzles and examples from her scholarships to young women from
books, Ms. Overdeck will challenge Westfield on the basis of academics,
attendees to experience math in a leadership and financial need. The
new and playful way.
annual spring luncheon is the club’s
A graduate of Princeton and largest fundraiser, with all proceeds
Wharton, Ms. Overdeck founded Bed- from ticket sales and raffle items bentime Math to encourage young chil- efiting scholarships.
dren to enjoy math at an early age
To reserve a seat at the luncheon
using fun nightly problems. Her first and request a copy of “Bedtime Math”
book garnered widespread attention and “Bedtime Math 2” for signing,
and led to a second, “Bedtime Math 2: email cwc.westfield@gmail.com. For
This Time It’s Personal,” as well as a additional information, visit the club’s
nonprofit foundation that will soon website at www.cwclubwestfield.com.

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its 14th season by presenting Kim and
Reggie Harris in concert. The concert
will take place on Saturday, March 15,
at the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (corner
of North Avenue) in Westfield. Doors
will open at 7:30 p.m. and the concert
begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $19 on
line and $24 at the door.
This concert will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Fund. Tickets can
be purchased online in advance – at the
discounted price – by going to: https:/
/kimandreggie.eventbrite.com.
Kim and Reggie Harris are dynamic
and superbly talented traditional folk
performers, whose captivating stage
presence and unique harmonies has
earned the respect and love of audiences throughout the United States,
Canada and Europe for over 30 years.
They are unique in their ability to entertain audiences of any age and background as they blend their talents as
singers, songwriters, educators, interpreters of history and cultural advocates.
Consummate musicians and storytellers, Kim and Reggie combine a
strong folk and gospel legacy with a
solid background in classical, rock,
jazz and pop music. Creative curiosity,
years of road and stage experience and

interactions with performers such as
Pete Seeger, Jay Leno, Tom Paxton,
Bernice Johnson Reagon, Harry
Belafonte and others, has led them to
produce music that entertains and inspires. Born and raised in Philadelphia,
a city rich in cultural and musical heritage, Kim and Reggie’s early exposure
to the diversity of musical styles and
genres was nurtured in the schools and
churches of their youth.
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series is a seven-show series running from October through May at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. The series continues with
Carsie Blanton on Saturday, April 26,
and concludes with David Wilcox on
Sunday, May 31.
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series supports the following charities: Homefirst (Plainfield), Habitat for
Humanity (Plainfield), the Community Food Bank of NJ (Hilside) and the
Keith Knost Special Needs Fund
(Mountainside). Each beneficiary has
at least one concert dedicated to it
during the season. The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series is sponsored by Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery at
104 Elm Street in Westfield and is
further supported by a generous grant
from the Westfield Service League,
and a few other private donations –
which are encouraged.

SPF Arts Association
Announces Meetings
SCOTCH PLAINS — The next
scheduled meeting of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) will be held on Sunday,
March 9. Primavera Luncheon is
the program, and is for members
only. All are asked to bring a piece
of their own artwork to show and
share: acrylic, oil, pastel, watercolor, graphic, photograph or sculpture, which will be displayed.
In April, the monthly meeting
will be a demonstration by Andrea
Gianchiglia, who will create a portrait of a dog using pastel. This
meeting will be held on Sunday,
April 6.
The SPFAA meets monthly on
the second Sunday of the month.
April is an exception and will meet
on April 6 at 1 p.m.
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is a group of fine artists, crafters, photographers and
sculptors forming a social group to
express and enjoy their talents. All
are welcome who want to use their
creative skills to share, appreciate
and grow with others. A main goal
of the Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is the integration of the
arts into daily life. We strive to achieve
this through informative demonstra-

SPFHS Hosts
Senior Citizens Day
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Student
Government Association of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) will host Senior Citizens
Day on Wednesday, March 12, from
10 a.m.- 1 p.m. at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School. Senior Citizens Day is an annual event in which
all senior citizens from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are invited to
attend.
Those in attendance will be
treated to breakfast and lunch, as
well as live entertainment including a performance by Irish step
dancers and the SPFHS Repertory
Theatre, as well as trivia games,
bingo, and much, much more.
For more in contact Elyse
Freudenfels by email at
elyse.nd.gmail.com or by phone at
(973)-650-4315.

Red Breasted Nuthatch
By Sandra Cerchio

tions, discussions and group trips.
Visit the SPFAA website at
SPFAA.net or call President Sandra
Cerchio, at (908) 868-8909 for more
information.
In January, the Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts Association moved to a
new location and time. They meet the
second Sunday of each month from 1
– 3 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch
Plains.

Charlie Centinaro
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

really special to me since my mother
emigrated here [from the Dominican
Republic] when she was 15.”
One of the most difficult moments
for him to portray in the show, he said,
was when his character struggles with
emotion thinking about his parents who
are dead. “I’m lucky that both of my
parents are alive, but my director said to
just let out emotion in that scene, go
with it, and it seems to work.”
Because of the grueling rehearsal
schedule, Charlie had to take a leave of
absence from his job so that he could
attend rehearsals six days a week. “It
takes a lot of commitment to be in a
show, but I wouldn’t trade it for anything,” said the performer who learned
“never say never.”

PCPA
13

PINEDA CONSERVATORY

2014
20

SUMMER

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:
CRANFORD DRAMATIC CLUB THEATRE

STARLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 2-5
June 30-Aug. 1
Mon - Fri 8:30 -12:30pm
Dance, voice and acting
Show: ALADDIN KIDS

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
Grades 6-9
June 30-August 1
Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 plus

Afternoon Stage Craft Program Avail

Dance, voice and acting
Show:SHREK THE MUSICAL
Last season
shows:

101 Dalmations
Little Mermaid
Guys & Dolls

CENTER STAGE
Grades 9-12 by audition
June 30 to August 3
Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30
Dance, Voice, & Acting
Auditions March 1-9th
Two fully staged shows:
RENT & A ROAD TRIP

www.pinedaconservatory.com

Page 20

Thursday, March 6, 2014

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Signature Duets

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Dances of Daring and Devotion

Friday, March 21, 2pm
Saturday, March 22, 2pm and 7pm
6OJPO$PVOUZ1"$ )BNJMUPO4UBHFt3BIXBZ /+
Tickets: 732.499.8226 | Info: www.arballet.org

WCP Presents
‘Eyes of the Wild’

Scotch Plains Actor, Charlie Centinaro,
Learns to ‘Never Say Never’
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Charlie Centinaro, II graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 2012, he thought that his
days of musical theatre were over. “I
really thought that now that I was in
college, I’d only be studying and working,” he said in an interview with The
Westfield Leader and the Scotch PlainsFanwood Times last week.
But the directors at the Kean University Department of Theatre who were
casting the musical, In the Heights, had
other plans for him.
Last year, as Charlie sat in Wilkins
Theatre at Kean watching a friend of
his in a musical, a woman asked him if

he was also in theatre. He replied that
part of his life was over – “never again,”
he said. She warned him, “Never say
never” and he just laughed.
The woman’s prediction came true
when he found himself this last month
on that same stage in Heights’ lead role
of Usanavi, the owner of a run-down
bodega owner in Washington Heights,
NYC who sells coffee and dreams in
the form of lottery tickets.
The salsa and hip hop fueled musical
gives the behind-the-scenes of a barrio
not filled with gangs like in West Side
Story, but one filled with “Hundreds of
Stories” of immigrants striving for the
American dream.
At the daytime matinee on February

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times

IN THE SPOTLIGHT…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduate Charlie
Centinaro, II as Usanavi, takes center stage at the Kean University Department
of Theatre’s latest production, In the Heights. The sophomore communications
major at Kean said he was “beyond excited to be playing Usanavi.” In SPFHS,
he was a cast member in Guys and Dolls, Curtains, Hairspray and Kiss Me, Kate.
The Kean show closed last weekend to great audience enthusiasm.

28, the audience was packed with junior high and high school students who
are studying theatre or dance. One
school, Rahway High School, will be
performing bits of the musical in Disney
World this spring, so they were especially attentive. The enthusiastic audience stomped, whistled and applauded
each number.
Since Teaneck High School is producing the same show in April, those
students were allowed to have a Q & A
after the show with the college performers.
At that private talk back, one teen
asked Charlie how he was able to train
for the half dozen songs he raps solo or
sings with others in the company. He
explained that he had listened to the CD
of the musical for years before he even
thought about auditioning, so he was
familiar with the music.
“I really got ready by running and
singing at the same time,” he explained.
He suggested that the high school performers should do the same thing since
there is so much physicality in the
show. “I had to learn where to breathe
in order to make the phrases come out
right.”
Charlie, like many of the others on
that stage, is not a theatre major, but is
a communications major in his sophomore year. When asked if he tried to
imitate or sound like a particular rapper, he told the teens that he tried to
portray the style of various people
whom he emulates – famous and just
friends waiting to become famous.
The most touching moment in the
production for him was holding the
Dominican flag. “I realized when the
cast was listed on the call board that I’d
be playing the role of the guy who runs
around on stage with the flag; it was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

WESTFIELD — Come experience
and take part in a special Westfield
Community Players fundraiser on Saturday, March 15, at 2 p.m. at the
Westfield Community Players Theater
located at 1000 North Avenue,
Westfield.
This fundraiser will benefit Westfield
Community Players and will feature
small live animals; some people are
familiar with and others not so familiar.
Attendees will learn about these animals habitats, how they communicate,
have the opportunity to get up close
and personal with them.
Tickets are $10 in advance and will
also be available at the door. Reservations are suggested. To purchase tickets
or for more information, call the theater at (908) 232-1221.

W-H Presents
High School Musical
EDISON — The WardlawHartridge School in Edison will
present its annual spring musical,
High School Musical, with three performances: Friday and Saturday, April
11-12, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 13,
at 3 p.m. The show will be held in the
school’s All-Purpose Room.
Leading players include Alex Barbet as Troy Bolton, Neelam Patel as
Gabriella Montez, Julia Linger as
Sharpay Evans, Michael Olano as Ryan
Evans, Aditya Dalal as Coach Evans,
Antonia Santangelo as Ms. Darbus and
Harry “T” Osborne of as Chad.
Other cast members include Mairead
Forrest, Claude Djan, Caroline
McNamara, Brian Machoka, Max
Needle, Carlin Schildge, Charlotte
Sweeney, Tal Sherman, Nikki
Mugambi,AliYamakaitis, Gabe Horan,
Sonali Shah, Vickie Medley, Cecily
D’Amore, Emily Wexler, Akash Dalal,
Zubin Mulji, Samantha Anastasiou,
Nidhi Sharma, Gabe Horan, Jonathan
Trilleras, Karolyn Gonzalez and Lara
Albrechcinski.
Tickets are $10 for adults and students and $5 for senior citizens. For
more information, call (908) 754-1882.

Musical Club of WF Program
Features Violin, Piano, Clarinet
WESTFIELD — The Musical Club
of Westfield will hold its next program of the 2013-2014 season on
Wednesday, March 12, at 7:30 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.
Included on the program will be a
solo pianist, a violin and piano duo,
and a clarinet and piano duo. Concert-goers are encouraged to note the
start time of 7:30 p.m., which is a half
hour earlier than was previously customary.
PianistYuly Verbitsky will perform
three pieces by Franz Liszt, who was
not only a composer but a virtuoso
pianist. Mr. Verbitsky’s selections will
include Valse Oubliée in F-sharp
Major; the Nocturne in A-flat Major,
subtitled Liebestraume (Dreams of
Love); and the Mephisto Waltz in A
Major, No. 1. This last selection, originally written for orchestra, was arranged by the composer for piano,
and is based on an episode from the
legend of Faust.
Violinist Debra Biderman, accompanied by pianist Howard Dreizler,
will perform Sonata No. 5 in F Major,
Op. 24, by Ludwig van Beethoven.
Nicknamed the “Spring” Sonata by
someone other than the composer, it
gets its name from its cheery melodies and the “pastoral” feel of the
music, and is one of Beethoven’s
most popular violin sonatas.
Clarinetist Chris Dellarso, accompanied by pianist Theodore
Hendricks, will perform music by
two French composers. The Solo de
Concours, Op. 10, was composed by
Henri Rabaud, who was briefly the
conductor of the Boston Symphony.
And the Sonatine for clarinet and
piano was composed by Arthur
Honegger, who was a member of Les
Six, a group of French composers
which also included Francis Poulenc
and Darius Milhaud.
The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program, to give those

in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers. The Musical Club of
Westfield, now in its 98th season,
offers scholarships to promising
young musicians who are pursuing a
musical education. Membership in
the club is open to anyone who in
interested in music. Those wishing
information about membership in the
Musical Club of Westfield as a performer or an associate member may
call the membership chairman at
(908) 272-5549, or visit the club’s
web
site
at
www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Eric Nierstedt
WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store is hosting a Meet and Greet for
Eric Nierstedt, author of the novel
“The Lightrider Journals,” on Saturday, March 8, from 2 – 4 p.m.
Chosen at the moment of his death,
Joseph Hashimoto is reborn as
Lightrider, leader of the Elemental
Knights. Charged with keeping the
balance of good and evil, Joe struggles
with his new found life and morality,
as he longs for home. But an emerging evil may be the tipping point in
this epic urban fantasy.
Eric Nierstedt is a lifelong resident
of Garwood, who has worked for The
Westfield Leader for many years. He
is a graduate of Kean University, and
his work has been featured by the
Unlimited Potential Theatre’s New
Jersey Wordsmith Competition in
New Brunswick. Eric currently discusses various aspects of writing on
his weekly blog, “The Lightrider Journals,” at Wordpress.
Meet Eric Nierstedt at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve an autographed
copy of “The Lightrider Journals.”

ALL

Together
BETTER

RWJ Rahway
now accepts
Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield
of New Jersey.
Paid for by Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway

To learn more about RWJ Rahway’s
comprehensive services, call 732.381.4200
or visit RWJRahwayInfo.com.

GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.
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Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs
Alex Murray Wat Hills

Nick Velez WF 152-lbs
Inan Sikel So Pl

BLUE DEVIL FULLER PLACES 2ND; WF’s BARBER, COUGARS DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO 3RD

WF’s Velez, Cougar Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Milestones, a pair of upset victories and a flurry of activity in
the waning seconds of a title
bout highlighted the Region 3
Wrestling Tournament in Union
on February 28 and March 1.
Three Westfield High School
wrestlers and three Cranford
Cougars qualified for the NJSIAA
Tournament to be held at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City (AC)
beginning tomorrow, March 6
through Sunday, March 8.
Two wrestlers, Cougar junior

Ballyhoo

Gavin Murray (138-lbs) and
Roselle Park senior Phil Woods
(182-lbs) achieved their 100th
career victories, and Watchung
Hills (WH) senior Mike Megaldo
(132-lbs) reached his 150th victory in his semifinal bout.
Blue Devil Nick Velez, seeded
third at 152-lbs, after earning a
grueling 7-6 victory in his
quarterfinal bout, knocked off
second-seeded Delbarton’s (D)
Joe Tavoso, 4-3. Velez scored
the first takedown, but was trailing, 3-2, until he escaped in the
final seconds of the second peSee & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

riod then added an escape in the
third to win.
“I stayed focused, took one
shot at a time. I took it step-bystep. Eventually I got three shots
and I finished one of them. It was
big at the end of the period.
Second period, I held him out
like 15 seconds. He got the
takedown, but I got out. That
escape gave me a point. Without
that escape, it would have gone
into overtime, but I am very
confident on my feet,” said Velez,
who added, “I got one more
match and I am going to give it
my all.”
In his title bout against South
Plainfield’s (SoP) Inan Sikel, Velez
saved the best to last, getting an
escape with 19 seconds remain-

l'ennemi du journaliste

ing and shooting quickly for the
takedown to earn a 3-2 decision
and the title.
“I wasn’t even keeping time in
my mind. I was going to keep
wrestling and I got the takedown
at the end. The best time to score
is when you already scored. That’s
how I figured that,” Velez said.
Murray achieved his 100th win
when he defeated North
Plainfield’s Dom Mulhearn, 9-2,
but not without a battle.
“He was real strong and physical. He wanted to wrestle. He
was a competitor. I was under
the weather and he came out to
game it. He showed it out there.
He wrestled a really good match,”
said Murray, who added, “It’s a
landmark number. It means nothing really. It was in my first three
years, but I would like to get the

school record of 129, but there is
still so much greatness to accomplish,” Murray said.
Looking ahead to his semifinal
bout with Hanover Park’s (HP)
Joe Zecca, Murray said, “I will be
a lot more hydrated, healthy. I
got to go and wrestle my match
again,”
Murray did wrestle his match
and pinned Zecca in 5:40 then he
recorded an escape and a
takedown to beat Alex Murray
(WH), 3-0, for the 138-lb title.
“I knew I was going to be faster
and more technical. It was going
to be a scrap. It’s the region
finals. Everyone is good at this
point. I worked all year for this.
Now it’s on to the next step,”
Murray said.
The pair of stunning upsets were
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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John Fuller WF 113-lbs
Lou Ramo Hanover Pk
Matt Barber WF 145-lbs
Ray Jazikoff So Pl

delivered by the same wrestler,
Blue Devil junior John Fuller,
seeded sixth at 113-lbs. But before his real magic, Fuller used a
double arm bar stack to silence
Governor Livingston’s Chris
Sergio in 3:19 on February 26.
He then wrestled “smart” to defeat third-seeded Zach Kovacs

(Parsippany — Par), 2-0. Smart
wrestling and persistence that
overcame resistance catapulted
Fuller into the 113-lb title bout
and sealed his dreams to qualify
for AC when he bounced secondseeded
Anthony
Fajardo
(Boonton), 1-0.
“I was a little hesitant going in.

Gavin Murray 138-lbs
Dom Mulhearn No Pl
Victory No. 100

I know I was the lower seed, but
I went after him. I kept takedowns
to a minimum. Once I got on top,
I wasn’t letting go. With two minutes left, I was only up by one. I
wanted it really bad. It was the
first time in a long time I wrestled
a kid a lot bigger and stronger
than me. I held on for dear life.
All that hard work all season to
get down to 113, it is awesome to
get to the finals. I am going to go
out there and try to wrestle smart
again. It was my dream the whole
time. I am so excited to get to
AC,” Fuller said.
In the title bout against topseeded Lou Ramo (HP), Fuller
wrestled well but dropped a 7-3
decision.
Cougar
freshman
Tom
DiGiovanni topped Summit’s (Su)
Phil Angelo, 5-0, to reach the
113-lb semi where he lost to
Ramo. He then wrestled back
and faced Angelo again for third
place. This time, he won, 1-0, to
earn his trip to AC. Cougar sophomore Niko Cappello also earned
his trip to AC when he recorded a
4-3 decision over Plainfield’s (Pl)

Derrick Washington to place third
at 160-lbs.
Blue Devil Matt Barber showcased a repertoire of takedowns
to defeat Gene Angelo (HP), 114, to reach the 145-lb semis.
“The first one was a go-behind.
Second was a single to a double
and the last one was a sweep

single. I had a couple of different
ones but I forget,” Barber said.
One he temporarily forgot to
mention was a sweet duck-under.
“I was trying to go for a high
crotch. I felt him turn, so I went
for a duck. You can’t really have
a big game plan. You just have to
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Alex Mirabella SPF 170-lbs
Brandon Bollin Midsx
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wrestle the way you wrestle. If
you have too big of a game plan
and you don’t get your shot, he is
going to have a reaction. All good
wrestlers have a reaction,” said
Barber, who proved that he recovered well from his District 11
title bout loss to SPF Raider Brian
Lapham.

Nick Velez WF 152-lbs
Dan Kourakos N. Prov
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Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs

Tom DiGiovanni Cranford

Anthony Bassolino Hanover Pk

Phil Angelo Summit 113-lbs

“I didn’t really dwell on that
match too much. You got to move
on, so I was looking forward to
this to get back in the groove,”
he said.
After he lost, 3-1, to Ray Jazikoff
(SoP) in the semis, Barber won
his first wrestleback to face
Lapham for third place. Trailing

1-0 in the second, Barber recorded a takedown then later
added an escape to earn a 3-2
victory and a trip to AC. Lapham
had previously defeated Dylan
Mulcahey (Chatham) and John
Coler (Johnson).
Cougar Anthony Capece pinned
Tom Dinger of Middlesex (Msx)
in 1:08 with a step over arm bar
in his 106-lb preliminary bout
and won his first wrestleback
bout but was stopped short with
a 3-1 loss to Brearley’s (Br) Ray
Wetzel. Cougar Chris Scorese
dropped a 7-4 decision to Ryan
Walsh (SoP) in the 120-lb
wrestleback semi. Cougar Brian
McGovern lost his 132-lb
wrestleback semi to Seton Hall
Prep’s (SHP) Anthony Canfora.
Raider Matt Ridge advanced to
the 182-lb semis when he defeated Collin Lynch (SoP), 7-5.
Ridge slicked Lynch with an ankle
pick takedown in the first period.
“It’s a family tradition, like my
brother Mike and [Anthony]
Tufaro,” said Ridge, who also caught
Lynch in a five-point lateral drop.
“He was pressuring me a lot. I

hit it. I try not to hit that move,
but it came pretty easy, because
he was a strong kid and he was
pressuring me,” he explained.
After losing to top-seeded Joe
Balboni (Br), Ridge lost to Rohan
Phillip (Pl) in the wrestleback
semis.
Strength came into play when

Blue Devil Kevin Frega successfully resisted several cradle attempts and muscled Whippany
Park’s (WP) Stevan Webb to his
back in 5:20 with a half nelson/
head smother in the 195-lb preliminary. Raider Dan Van brunt
out-slicked Dyuenet Beaublanc
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cougar Andrew Tomkins 145-lbs
Neo-Joe Lughas Plfd
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Dom Natale SPF 152-lbs
Jepthe Jean-Paul Irvington

JT Beirne SPF 126-lbs
Nick Tekula Linden

Velez, Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns; Fuller 2nd; Barber, DiGiovanni, Cappello 3rd
(Iv), 4-1, in his 195-lb preliminary then had to face Frega,
whom he pinned in the districts
after trailing, 8-5. Van brunt recorded two takedowns and a re-

versal to claim a 6-4 decision.
“I didn’t want to make the same
mistake I did in the districts. He
goes right in on his shots. Tonight he had his head down and

Matt Barber WF
Brian Lapham SPF

I got the takedown. He didn’t
seem as good as he was in the
districts, but I really wanted to
win this one,” Van brunt said.
His next bout would be against
top-seeded
Nick
D’Uva
(Parsippany Hills) in the semis,
but his luck ran out when he was
on the short side of a 17-9 decision. He then lost his wrestleback
to Allan Nunez (Roselle Park).
Cougar Corey Birch was ready
for action in his 152-lb preliminary and pinned Tanner Thomas
(Su) in 3:12 with a single grapevine and Jacob’s hook. Raider
Dom Natale used his crafty legwork to subdue Irvington’s (Iv)
Jepthe Jean-Paul, 12-5, in his
152-lb preliminary. Both Birch
and Natale were defeated in the
quarterfinal wrestlebacks.
In the 126-lb preliminary,
Raider JT Beirne pulled off a slick
standing Gramby roll to roll past
Alex Pollera (WH), 7-2. After losing to the top seed, Beirne

dropped an 11-2 decision to
Linden’s Nick Tekula. Blue Devil
Jarek Gozdieski realized the importance of controlling from the
top position to defeat Aarin Feliz

(Par) in a 6-5 overtime
tiebreaker. Cougar heavyweight
Jon ElKhoury eked out a 6-5
decision over Yianni Kostidakis
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Kevin Frega WF 195-lbs
Stevan Webb Whippany Pk
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Cougar Brian McGovern
Turner Haddad GL 132-lbs

Jarek Gozdieski WF 160-lbs
Aaron Feliz Parsippany

More photos next page

Velez, Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns; Fuller 2nd; Barber, DiGiovanni, Cappello 3rd
(HP) in the preliminaries.
Gozdieski and ElKhoury lost their
respective
quarterfinal
wrestlebacks.
Raider Tom Cunningham lost
his 132-lb preliminary, 11-5, to
Bob Dinger (Msx), and Zecca
(HP) pinned Raider Jeff Lieblich
in 2:44 at 138-lbs. At 145-lbs,
Cougar Andrew Tompkins came
so close to recording a takedown
just before the buzzer in regulation but ended up losing a 3-1
overtime heartbreaker to NeoJoe Lughas (Pl). At 220-lbs,
Barringer’s Victor Rivera pinned
Cougar Mike Pastor in 5:14.
“Freshman, sophomore, junior!
I was proud of how all 11 kids
who came into this tournament
wrestled, especially for the
younger guys. It’s going to be
great for them next year. As far

Probitas Verus Honos

as I know, DiGiovanni is only the
second freshman ever in Cranford
wrestling history to qualify for
states. DiGiovanni, Niko! Those
two guys wrestled back. A lot of
times, they can fall into a tank,
but they kept their heads up and
earned their spot. And Gavin
keeps going up. He lives for the
big stuff. The next thing is the
biggest,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.
“This has been a good tournament for our entire team. From
yesterday on, this was about
mental toughness. Everybody is
beat up. We needed to suck it up
and they battled. Even the losses,
I thought Jarek [Gozdieski] and
Frega wrestled all out on the
mat. If one person believed in
John Fuller in this gym, it was the
right person. It was John Fuller.
As the tournament went on, you
could see his confidence growing. Velez and Barber both fought
through some adversity. Velez

didn’t look like himself in the
quarterfinals. We were worried if
we would see Nick Velez at his
best, and we got the answer. He
beat two awesome kids. That’s

Mike Ridge SPF 182-lbs
Collin Lynch So Pl

been a year in the works. Barber
had a tough semifinal. If you
watch the consolations, they lose
that next round if they are not
able to gain that mental compo-

sure to wrestle back. Matt
wrestled out of it and earned his
trip to Atlantic City,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
145: — Dan Reed (D) d Jazikoff (SoP)
9-7
152: — Velez (W) d Sikel (SoP) 3-2
160: — Anthony Bassolino (HP) d Brian
Matthews (RP) 3-2
170: — Josef Johnson (D) p Vince
Mattia (WP) 5:58
182: — Balboni (Br) md Woods (RP)
18-4
195: — Jeff Velez (Br) md D’Uva (Par
Hills) 16-6
220: — Steve Hill (Par Hills) d Donovan
Martone (Mad) 9-5
Hwt: — Nick LaShell (HP) Anthony
Carbajal (WH) 7-3
106: — Ty Agaisse (D) won injury default over Nick Ferro (SHP)
113: — Ramo (HP) d Fuller (W), 7-3
120: — Nick Ferro (D) d Anthony Cefalo
(HP), 5-4 UTB
126: — Christian Innarella (D) md Tyler
Gazaway (New Prov), 12-1
132: — Megaldo (WH) p Christian
Bassolino (HP), 5:33
138: — Murray (C) d Murray (WH) 3-0
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Nick Velez WF 152-lbs
Dan Kourakos N. Prov

Cougar Anthony Capece
Tom Dinger Midsx 106-lbs

Velez, Murray Win Region 3 Mat Crowns; Fuller 2nd; Barber, DiGiovanni, Cappello 3rd

Tom Cunningham SPF
Bob Dinger Midsx 132-lbs

John Fuller WF 113-lbs
Anthony Fajardo Boon
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Prop. Owner to Reduce Rebuilding Plan; Emilia’s Seeks to Add 2 Floors
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The owner of a
South Avenue property across
from Crunch Fitness in the
Garwood Mall will return for a
third time on Wednesday, March
26 to get the Garwood Planning
Board’s approval to rebuild the
site, which would retain the retail
space and include up to 13 apartments.
Nick Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ
Inc. faced nearly three hours of
questioning from board members and residents at the panel’s
February 26 meeting to hear his
latest proposal, a four-story
structure. His presentation included detailed floor plans and
two poster-size artist’s renditions
of the new building.
But repeated questions about
adequate parking, the apartments being too large and the
number of units resulted in Mr.
Tsapatsaris’ lawyer John Schmidt
announcing after a break in the
proceeding that his client would
return in March with another redesign that would eliminate the
second floor.
“I was listening to the commentary, the concerns about the
apartments being too large, and
wanted to be responsive,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.
The February 26 discussion focused on his suggestion to demolish a single-family home,
which he owns at 325 South Avenue, and a greenhouse, and
request a variance that would
permit off-site parking. It is part
of a project that also includes the
adjacent property at 331 South
Avenue. That building houses the
Panda House restaurant, the
Wireless Point mobile phone
store, the Ken Nails salon as well
a vacant space and three apartments on the second floor.

Probitas Verus Honos

The plan by Mr. Tsapatsaris, an
architect, includes razing the
single-family home and greenhouse, creating a 150- by 100foot property with 4,900 square
feet of retail on the ground floor.
It would be somewhat similar to

Cranford Crossing at North and
South Union Avenues, the
Riverfront at Cranford Station on
South Avenue across from the
Cranford Train Station and The
Lofts across from ShopRite on
North Avenue.

The plans initially included 14
apartments, which he presented
in December, but several board
members felt the apartments
were too small.
Mr. Tsapatsaris redesigned the
project into the four-story proposal, using the attic space under
a pitched roof to add dormers for
extra rooms that left the average
apartment with 1,195 square feet.
He abandoned a T-shaped structure for a rectangular one.
It included 11 two-bedroom

apartments and two one-bedroom units. One of the two-bedroom units on the third floor
included an additional loft/dormer room that would be intended
as a home office.
His new plan, he said, will include seven two-bedroom units
and six one-bedroom apartments.
It otherwise would not be substantially different than the one
put forth on February 26, he said.
“This plan that may be proCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Committee Begins
Review of Municipal Budget
By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS…Nick Tsapatsaris, seated at right, testifies for nearly three hours before the February 26 meeting of the Garwood
Planning Board to gain approval to rebuild his South Avenue properties
(photo at top) into a four-story apartment and retail building, shown in
background.

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Monday began
its review of the 2014 municipal
budget, which will be formally
introduced at the end of the
month. Spending requests of
four departments – public
works, fire, municipal court and
municipal clerk — were examined, with the majority of the
two-hour meeting dedicated to
public works expenditures.
Township
Administrator
Terence Wall told the committee that “consistent with your
philosophy” he instructed all
municipal department heads to
keep their expenditure requests
flat. Mr. Wall noted the current
economic environment and the
increased contractual salary obligations as the primary constraints he had to work with. He
said each department is aware
that its “mission” is to “make do
with less” while still being able
to “provide the services people
expect.”
Mr. Wall said the “budget process is iterative and ongoing,”
and that further meetings will
be held to evaluate other department spending requests and

discuss other specific items,
including an update on the current salary negotiations with
the unions. The upcoming budget proposal will be Mr. Wall’s
first since taking over as administrator in November, replacing Joseph Hartnett who
resigned last summer.
During the public works discussion, Director Steve Wardell
said he kept his spending request “as flat as possible,” mindful of the ongoing contractual
salary negotiations. Mr. Wardell
noted total overtime paid for
snow removal was less than the
amount budgeted for last year.
As a result, a surplus of about
$50,000 can be moved to a
reserve account and carried over
into this year.
Regarding the staffing levels
in his department, Mr. Wardell
noted that he has 20 employees
reporting to him currently, five
fewer than previous years due
to retirements and other departures. Committeeman Thomas Hannen, Jr., public affairs
commissioner, asked Mr.
Wardell, “What is not getting
done, being done, down five
people? What could be done
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CR. to Review Municipal Budget
with an additional person?” Mr.
Wardell replied that there is an
extensive backlog of sidewalk
repairs that needs to be done
and with an additional worker
his department, rather than contracting the work out, could get
the work done internally and
save money.
Regarding road repairs, Mr.
Wardell noted his department
has already spent $14,000 for
pothole repairs through the end
of February, when “pothole season” typically occurs from midMarch through April. In a lighthearted tone Mr. Wardell said
“it’s going to get worse before it
gets better.”
Fire Chief Leonard Dolan said
due to significant turnover in his
department he will need to focus
on professional development and
training for junior firefighters as
well as for a “host of new officers,” to which Mayor Andis Kalnins
said, “I’m very supportive of it.”
Chief Dolan said he kept overtime costs under control in the
Emergency Management Services (EMS) division during the
winter because the storms were
moderate in nature. He said he

also will pursue a refund of
$50,000 to $100,000 from New
Jersey American Water (NJAW)
for fire hydrant maintenance expenses. The township has about
480 hydrants, which are flushed
and checked for proper water
pressure twice each year. Chief
Dolan said he would report back
to the committee regarding his
discussions with NJAW.
During the municipal court discussion, Lorraine Powell, court
administrator, said a new technology initiative by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)
will begin later this year. The
AOC will supply new computers,
fully funded, and implement a
new operating software system
in August. The transition will require Ms. Powell’s staff to attend
training sessions to learn the
new system.
The next scheduled budget
workshop meeting will be held
Monday, March 10, at 7 p.m. at
the Cranford Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue. At press
time, four departments are
scheduled to present - Construction, Engineering, Zoning, and
Pool.
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Property Owner Seeks to Reduce Rebuilding Plan
posed has been drawn in parallel
to, preliminarily but not to the
degree (as the one presented
February 26),” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said. “Now we’re in the process
of revising the drawings to see if
this is a viable option by removing one floor and proposing (half
two-bedroom and half one-bedroom units).”
Mr. Tsapatsaris still will need a
variance to permit off-site parking, since his plan only includes
18 spaces. Under current ordinances, he calculated he would
require 18 more off-site, a number disputed by Zoning Code Officer Victor Vinegra, who said he
believes the project would need
an extra 21 for the February
proposal of the retail space plus
11 two-bedroom units and two
one-bedroom units.
The March redesign may alter
those calculations.
Mr. Tsapatsaris said he already

has signed a 10-year lease with
the Garwood Rest saloon 350
feet to the east on South Avenue
at the corner of East Street for
use of five parking spaces.
Mr. Schmidt also said he had
reached a preliminary agreement
with the owners of the abandoned Casale Industries sheet
metal works to use 15 spaces
800 feet to the west in the parking lot across from the plant adjacent to the Garwood fire house.
Mr. Tsapatsarissaid he would
stipulate in the leases of the
retail outlets that their employees would be required to use the
off-site lots.
“The right fit and the right tenant is a young professional family looking to move into town or
an older couple that wants to
remain in the area,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.
In other action, the planning
board granted approval of a pre-

Bluegrass Band PetroGrass
Due at Garwood Library
GARWOOD — Union County
bluegrass band PetroGrass will
perform a concert at the
Garwood Public Library on
Wednesday, March 12, at 7 p.m.
The Garwood Library is located
at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, behind the
Lincoln School complex.
PetroGrass
features
Garwood’s Ed Majeski on vocals, banjo and harmonica, with
Joe Petrozziello on mandolin.
Cranford musicians Russ Kelner
is on fiddle, Nancy Kelner is on
flute and Greg Purachev is on

guitar. Their repertoire includes
country and folk music, sea
shanties, Irish tunes and
waltzes, among other offerings.
This group appears at a variety of venues throughout the
year. Registration is required
for this event and may be done
in person at the library, by calling (908) 789-1670 or by signing up on the library website’s
interactive calendar found at
youseemore.com/garwood. Interested persons are asked to
register early as space is limited.

Photo courtesy of Gino Jannotti

JUICE HOUSE…The Juice House owner Ariel Cassidy cuts the ribbon with
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and Heather Robinson, executive director,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) along with other
board members of GWACC, the Garwood Council and staff and friends at the
store located on North Avenue in Garwood.

liminary site plan and parking
variance sought by Ermina Savino
Livieri to add two floors above
her Emilia’s Coiffures hair salon
at 105 Center Street for the construction of four apartments. The
variance allows Ms. Livieri to acquire eight off-site parking spaces
within 500 feet of her property to
accommodate the prospective
apartment tenants.
Additionally, the board voted
to permit Westfield Police Officer
William Kleeman to operate as a
business as a licensed firearms
reseller from his home at 502
Spruce Avenue. Under New Jersey law, a licensed third party is
required for the transfer of firearms. Mr. Kleeman testified that
he would not store any inventory
on the property other than those
firearms that already had been
purchased from a manufacturer
or retailer and shipped to him for
delivery.
Board member Bill Niertstedt,
also a member of the Garwood
Borough Council, voiced concern
about allowing any “retail” operation in a residentially-zoned
area. He put forth a motion to
deem that Mr. Kleeman’s request
was not permitted under
borough’s ordinances. He was
joined by Planning Board Chairman Stephen Greet, but the
motion was defeated 7-2.
Other board members, led by
Ileen Cuccaro, suggested Mr.
Kleeman’s proposed business
was nothing more than an office
and similar to Avon door-to-door
cosmetics. A motion to accept
Mr. Kleeman’s business as permitted under the code passed 72 with only Mr. Nierstedt and Mr.
Greet dissenting.
In a final action, the board cancelled its March 12 meeting and
confirmed the next gathering
would be Wednesday, March 26.

Probitas Verus Honos

