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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject

This Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time. Re-
member to spring ahead one hour at 2 a.m. Countries
around the world have different policies and time
changes. It can be confusing and its energy savings
are controversial. One of the better justifications for
current energy policies and one of our favorite lines
– “Three or Four Hours After Midnight, With Our
Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin Franklin.

A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving
Time has eluded civilization, and controversy exists
whether it actually saves energy, as Benjamin
Franklin humorously suggested in a letter to The
Journal of Paris in 1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs,
You often entertain us with accounts of new discov-
eries. Permit me to communicate to the public,
through your paper, one that has lately been made
by myself, and which I conceive may be of great
utility…

I was the other evening in a grand company, where
the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was
introduced, and much admired for its splendour; but
a general inquiry was made, whether the oil it
consumed was not in proportion to the light it
afforded, in which case there would be no saving in
the use of it…

I went home, and to bed, three or four hours after
midnight, with my head full of the subject. An acci-
dental sudden noise waked me about six in the
morning, when I was surprised to find my room filled
with light; and I imagined at first, that a number of
those lamps had been brought into it; but, rubbing
my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the win-
dows. I got up and looked out to see what might be
the occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising
above the horizon, from whence he poured his rays
plentifully into my chamber, my domestic having
negligently omitted, the preceding evening, to close
the shutters…

Your readers, who with me have never seen any
signs of sunshine before noon, and seldom regard
the astronomical part of the almanac, will be as
much astonished as I was, when they hear of his
rising so early; and especially when I assure them,
that he gives light as soon as he rises. I am convinced
of this. I am certain of my fact. One cannot be more

certain of any fact. I saw it with my own eyes. And,
having repeated this observation the three following
mornings, I found always precisely the same re-
sult….

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discov-
ery to others, I can easily perceive by their counte-
nances, though they forbear expressing it in words,
that they do not quite believe me. One, indeed, who
is a learned natural philosopher, has assured me
that I must certainly be mistaken as to the circum-
stance of the light coming into my room; for it being
well known, as he says, that there could be no light
abroad at that hour, it follows that none could enter
from without; and that of consequence, my windows
being accidentally left open, instead of letting in the
light, had only served to let out the darkness; and he
used many ingenious arguments to show me how I
might, by that means, have been deceived. I owned
that he puzzled me a little, but he did not satisfy me;
and the subsequent observations I made, as above
mentioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…

This event has given rise in my mind to several
serious and important reflections. I considered that,
if I had not been awakened so early in the morning,
I should have slept six hours longer by the light of the
sun, and in exchange have lived six hours the follow-
ing night by candle-light; and, the latter being a
much more expensive light than the former, my love
of economy induced me to muster up what little
arithmetic I was master of, and to make some calcu-
lations, which I shall give you, after observing that
utility is, in my opinion the test of value in matters of
invention, and that a discovery which can be applied
to no use, or is not good for something, is good for
nothing…

I say it is impossible that so sensible a people,
under such circumstances, should have lived so long
by the smoky, unwholesome, and enormously expen-
sive light of candles, if they had really known, that
they might have had as much pure light of the sun for
nothing. A Subscriber.”

For your enjoyment, we suggest that you read this
complete work of Benjamin Franklin on line at
webexhibits.org/daylightsaving/franklin3.html.

Support Referendum
For School Repairs

The need to renovate the Deerfield
School is undeniable. The roof leaks,
asbestos is on the floors, the bath-
rooms are deplorable, the list goes on
and on. Over time things wear out: a
malady of a successful facility is a
worn facility.

So a renovation is coming, the only
question is when. And how much are
we going to pay? Mountainside has
qualified to have the state pick up 40
percent of the costs if voters approve
the March 11, 2014 bond issue. State
assistance is not assured in the future
for a district like ours, which may not
be fair, but it is a fact.

So are we going to make the neces-
sary repairs now with substantial as-
sistance, or wait and pay a lot more
just a year or two from now? The
right choice is obvious — vote Yes on
March 11.

John Koehn
Mountainside

BOE Provides Overview of March 11
$19 MM Mountainside Referendum

The Mountainside School referen-
dum will cost for the average assessed
home ~$24/month. While this total
referendum cost is $19.4mm, the State
is paying 40 percent.

The referendum is focused on basic
needs. Major costs include roofing,
heating, windows and security. When
an eighth grade student addressed the
BOE at the last public meeting she
explained how she took indirect routes
between classes to stay warm and that
her favorite class was Spanish be-
cause it was adequately heated. She
also asked if we would solve a leaking
roof in our own home by collecting
water in buckets.

Unfortunately, these repairs and
upgrades aren’t optional. They are
required. The State is offering us a 40
percent discount if we do it now. Do
we want pay the discounted price to-
day or full price tomorrow?

School Referendum finance:
If all government was required to

follow School Referendum restric-
tions, many of us (me included) would
be less skeptical of public funding
questions. Unlike other forms of gov-
ernment, school finance does not per-
mit the use of referendum money for
anything other than the approved ref-
erendum. If the project is lower than
the approved amount, the money is
returned to the taxpayers. When the
project is fully paid, the yearly refer-
endum costs are removed from the
budget and removed from our taxes.
The money cannot be used for new
projects. New projects require a new
referendum. The project also cannot
cost more than the approved amount
without voter approval on a new refer-
endum. To control this, operational
cost and debt service (referendum)
are maintained as separate account-
ing entities that are audited yearly by
independent auditors.

Why a referendum? This referen-
dum addresses our community’s re-
sponse to last year’s Strategic Plan.
Schools are a very important asset.
Without proper maintenance, it will
be difficult to compete educationally
and home value could be negatively
impacted. Before moving towards a

referendum, we did look for alterna-
tives. We’ve meet with Senator Kean,
Assemblyman Bramnick and the
DOE. Unfortunately, towns like
Mountainside are virtually ignored
when the State funds schools and we
do not qualify for corporate dona-
tions.

In 2012 Mountainside sent
$15.1mm to Trenton and received a
paltry $0.3mm back. By comparison
a neighboring town sent $15.6mm to
Trenton and received $117.6m back
for K-12 plus another $19.8mm for
pre- K. In the most lopsided example
in Union County a town received
$356 mm for K-12 plus $48mm for
pre-K.

These ballot questions confuse
most of us. Therefore, I urge you to
get the facts before voting on the
referendum. The information, includ-
ing project and financial detail, is
available at our board office, on our
district website, and even on poster
boards in the hallways. Hopefully
you’ve attended or watched one of
the myriad public meetings. At these
open televised meetings we’ve re-
viewed specific line items, answered
every question and taken suggestions
on process, project cost and needs.
We even had our architect and bond
counsel answered public questions at
several meetings. On 5 separate oc-
casions between August and January
The Westfield Leader covered this
process.

In addition to our efforts, The
Mountainside Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee (MCAC) was independently
formed. This diverse committee in-
cludes empty nesters, grandparents,
and parents. This group has met with
community groups and disseminates
detail at every possible chance. The
MCAC has information available on
its Facebook page The Mountainside
Citizen Advisory Committee
(MCAC) and
www.fixmountainsideschools.org.
Financial data is based on the NJDOE
and Fair School Funding websites.

Dante Gioia, Mountainside BOE
Chair: Finance/Bld. & Grounds

Everyone Will Turn The Other Cheek;
Culture Of Corruption Will Continue

Protect the Value of
Your Home

I am 88 years old and grew up in
Mountainside. As a former elected
member of both the Union County
Regional School Board and the
Mountainside Borough Council, I am
well aware of the concern for school
expenditures.

Since a positive correlation exists
between high real estate values and
support for necessary school expenses
(whether for the physical plant or
teachers’ salaries), we all should sup-
port the March 11 bond question.
The state will reimburse us for 40
percent of principal and interest.

A “yes” vote on March 11 is a vote
for protecting the value of one of your
major investments — your home.

Marilyn Hart, Ed.D.
Mountainside

This story was first reported by
Tina Renna (recent recipient of Ex-
cellence in Journalism Award) on the
Union County Watchdog website
where, in a public meeting, she ques-
tioned the Union County Utilities
Authority commissioners regarding
checks made out to UCUA Executive
Director Dan Sullivan, among oth-
ers. [Letter to the editor, The Westfield
Leader, Thursday, February 20, 2014]

She was met by total silence. At a
subsequent meeting, Linden resident
John Bury again asked about the
mysterious payments and was like-
wise met by silence. Are we becom-
ing immune to corruption?

Weren’t others disgusted by the
reported abuse at the Port Authority
by Chairman David Samson, among
others? It is any wonder that taxpay-
ers have lost all confidence in public
entities?

Given the many previous issues in
Union County (MusicFest,
Generatorgate, etc.) I would not have
expected corruption to rear its ugly
head so soon, but, alas, here we go
again. At this time, no one seems to
know how a UCUA employee was
able to receive these checks. Who
authorized them? Who signed them?

Chairman Freeholder Hudak is the
liason to the UCUA, and received a
copy of all materials, including a list
of authorized checks but he does not
know a thing. Apparently these checks
are a complete mystery, so we have
hired a law firm to figure out what
apparently no one else could. Given
that the Oscars are being awarded
tonight, let me predict the soon to be
published storyline from the UC Utili-
ties Authority: something like ... the
UCUA “forgot” to pass a resolution
last year assigning employees com-

pensation, which they “intended to
do all along”.

Although an unfortunate “over-
sight”, the script will likely refer to
the “need to compensate people for
their work”, possibly mentioning sav-
ings from the period where Ms.
DeFillipo ran the UCIA, but forget-
ting that it was her “unique” salary
and benefit package that finally made
her position untenable. We have all
seen this movie before.

The problem with the UCUA pass-
ing a retroactive resolution to “fix the
mistake”, is that it is simply not cred-
ible. Mr. Sullivan has worked in the
public sector for many years in posi-
tions of authority, including a long
period on the Union County Free-
holder Board. He is keenly aware that
payments cannot randomly be made
to employees (besides the obvious
payroll issues, including mandated
withholding, etc.).

Counsel Kraig Dowd is also a
highly experienced attorney and well
aware of what is required by an inde-
pendent Authority in the State of New
Jersey. Where were the UCUA com-
missioners in this? What should hap-
pen? At a minimum, the Chairman of
the UCUA James Huff, Executive
Director Dan Sullivan and Counsel
Kraig Dowd should all resign and an
independent monitor should have an
oversight role.

What likely will happen? Every-
one will turn the other cheek and the
culture of corruption will continue as
before in Union County, the State of
New Jersey and the Port Authority.
Nothing to see here. Will I be proven
wrong?

Mark Boehme
Summit

A ‘Yes’ Vote on Referendum
Is Fiscally Responsible Choice

My family has resided in
Mountainside for the last six years,
with two of our four boys attending
Deerfield School. I am the chairper-
son of the Mountainside Citizens
Advisory Committee in favor of the
referendum. At this point, it is no
longer breaking news that our schools
have deteriorated past the point of
acceptability. The facilities need to
be repaired and renovated. New
safety/security systems must be in-
stalled to comport with our present
environment.

On March 11, the residents of our
town have a rare, fantastic opportu-
nity. We can accept the state’s offer to
cover 40 percent of the costs!
Throughout this process, I have
learned that when some people hear
“Referendum” or “Vote,” their auto-
matic answer is “No. I have to spend
money. I do not care to even listen to
your next sentence.” However, this
referendum is different.

This is a vote to accept the state’s
40-percent offer. The school facili-
ties work is going to be completed,
regardless of the passing/failure of
the referendum. It would be

pennywise and dollar foolish to re-
spond to the state, “No, we would
prefer to pay 100 percent of the costs
ourselves. You keep our tax money.”

This type of offer is not generally
available to Mountainside and it hap-
pens to coincide with a time period
wherein the district’s renovations/
safety/security represent dire issues.
A Yes vote will cost the average tax
assessed homeowner a monthly in-
crease of $24.08 over the life of the
bond, similar to a mortgage – that is
two pizzas a month. A No vote will
force the Board of Education to uti-
lize waivers that will forever increase
taxes. It will increase our yearly tax
base and we are no longer eligible for
the 40-percent contribution from the
state.

The fiscally responsible, conser-
vative choice is to vote Yes on March
11. Let the state return some of our
tax money to our community. This
will enable our district to keep taxes
reasonable and affordable for every
resident in town.

Wendy Fech-Caccamo,
Chair, MCAC Mountainside

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Holcad – An ancient Greek mer-

chant ship
2. Torgoch – The red-bellied lake trout
3. Rurigenous – Born in the country
4. Internecine – Deadly to both sides;

great slaughter

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DEHISCENCE
1. Humiliation; shame; falling from grace
2. In botany, a bursting or splitting open
of a seed capsule
3. Discontent
4. Inflammation of a mucous membrane;
especially of the auditory canals

DEGRAVATION
1. The act of making heavy
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. A starving or dying of hunger
4. Desperate; wanting

TRIPUDIATION
1. Violating faith or allegiance
2. The act of dancing
3. Being trampled under foot, as in a
stampede
4. A governing by three men or coalition
of three parties. A triumvirate

THIONIC
1. Containing or derived from sulfer
2. Shaped like the seed of a gourd
3. Artistically suited for show or display
4. Expressing great thanks; formerly used
to express thankfulness with surprise

Letters to
the Editor

See more letters on page 5

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME... “IT’S NOT TO
LET THE SUNLIGHT
IN, IT’S TO LET THE
DARKNESS OUT” B.F.

SPRING AHEAD

The Mountainside Bond Referendum
Regarding Mountainside reader questions raised last

week, see the letter received Tuesday on page 5, the front
page story this week and notes below (reference
www.goleader.com/money).

Given: $19,000,000 for 20 years at 3.75 percent
Basis: 2,400 household equivalents
Debt/household = $7,917 Present Value
Repayment per year = $1,367,279
Gross repayment = $570/household per year
State payment = $546,911 per year (40 percent)
Net repayment = $342/household per year ($29/month)

Total repayments = $39,674,887
General questions raised: As this referendum is re-

ferred to as maintenance, has no maintenance been done
in the past? What about the present and the future? Will
there be another maintenance bond in the future? Is it
permissible to bond maintenance? Is $19 million the right
number, too high or too low? What happens if the state
doesn’t pay its share?

On March 11, Mountainside residents will decide these
issues.

We urge voters to turn out on this important matter.


