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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Watson-Coleman Calls on
Gov. Christie to Resign

Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15, Trenton), a member of
the committee investigating the George
Washington Bridgegate scandal, has
called on Governor Chris Christie to re-
sign over his staff’s role in the contro-
versy. She made her comments during an
appearance on during an appearance on
MSNBC, according to nj.com.

“Because he is responsible for every-
body that is in the middle of all of this
mess, not just this — this is irrespective
of just Bridgegate,” she said. “This is all
the stuff that we’re hearing about all the
transactions that are taking place. This is
abusiveness. This is bullying. This is
disrespectfulness. That’s the way he has
been governing. And the one connecting
theme here is that he has hired or caused
the hiring of each and every one of them.
I’m not saying he has done anything
illegal. I’m saying it’s unethical and it is
not worthy of New Jersey’s citizens.”

Bramnick  Says Watson-Coleman
Should Retract Statement

Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has said As-
semblywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15, Trenton) should retract her com-
ments she made during an appearance on
MSNBC calling for Governor Chris
Christie to resign over the Bridgegate “and
take all his friends with him.”

“Assemblywoman Watson Coleman
caught the MSNBC fever,” Asw. Bramnick
said in a statement. “Her call for the gov-
ernor to resign may be what MSNBC
wants to hear, but not the people in the
State of New Jersey.”

“The most surprising part of Assem-

blywoman Watson Coleman’s statement
is that her record has been the most pro-
gressive when it comes to giving people
who make mistakes a second chance,”
Asm. Bramnick said. “Balance and fair-
ness should be the goal of the committee.
Assemblywoman Watson Coleman
should withdraw her statement on resig-
nation and wait for all the facts.”

Asw. Watsson-Coleman resigned from
the committee on Saturday.

Holder Released From Hospital
After Shortness of Breath

United States Attorney General Eric
Holder was evaluated and released from
an Washington, D.C. area hospital last
Thursday after suffering faintness and
shortness of breath during a morning
meeting, according to media reports.

“As a precaution, the attorney general
was taken to MedStar Washington Hos-
pital Center to undergo further evalua-
tion,” spokesman Brian Fallon said in a
prepared statement.

Mr. Holder, 63, was born in the Bronx
and grew up in East Elmhurst, Queens,
and went to Columbia University and Co-
lumbia Law School, both in Manhattan.

’78 Candidate Jeff Bell to
Seek GOP Nomination

Jeffrey Bell, 70, who first ran for U.S.
Senate in 1978 and who has lived in
northern Virginia for the last 31 years,
has rented a home in Leonia and plans to
seek the New Jersey’s Republican nomi-
nation to challenge U.S. Sen. Cory Booker
(D-N.J.) in November, The Star-Ledger
has reported.

Mr. Bell won an upset in the GOP
primary in 19878, defeating the last Re-
publican New Jersey voters elected to the
U.S. Senate, Clifford Case. He then lost
the General Election to Bill Bradley.

He joins a GOP field that includes
businessman Brian Goldberg; Rich
Pezzullo, a businessman and retired Army
officer; college professor Murray Sabrin
and retired FBI agent and bank security
executive Robert “Turk Turkavage.

Florio Endorses Watson-Coleman
In 12th Congressional District

Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15, Trenton) has picked up
the endorsement of former New Jersey
Governor James Florio in her bid for
12th Congressional District seat.
Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp has also
endorsed Asw. Watson Coleman.

So far, Asw. Watson Coleman will
face Linda Greenstein (D-14, Middlesex)
and Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula
(D-17, Somerset) in the Democratic Pri-
mary in June to replace Rep. Rush Holt
(D) who is retiring.

Per redistricting that took affect in Janu-
ary 2013, the 12th district includes Fanwood,
Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains.

GOP Gives County Line to
Pezzullo for U.S. Senate

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Union County Republican
Committee delegates on Saturday selected
Monmouth County businessman Rich
Pezzullo to secure the party line for United
States Senate on the Tuesday, June 3 Pri-
mary Election ballot during the party’s
annual convention held at Kean University’s
Center for Science, Technology and Math-
ematics (STEM). Mr. Pezzullo received 75
votes of the 148 votes cast. Murray Sabrin,
a Ramapo College finance professor, fin-
ished second with 33 tallies.

Also seeking the Union County GOP
organization line were West Orange small
businessman Brian Goldberg, with 9 tal-
lies, and retired FBI agent Robert
Turkavage of Cranford, with 31. Jeff
Bell, who ran for the Senate two times in
the late 1970s but has lived in Virginia
the last 30 years, also is running but was
not in attendance and was not allowed to
compete for the nomination as he had not
arranged per convention rules to have
anyone represent him at the convention.

Delegates also affirmed three-term
Rep. Leonard Lance as the party’s candi-
date in the 7th District and Alieta Eck as
the candidate in the 12th District, which
includes all of Fanwood and Plainfield
and most of Scotch Plains, and Yolanda
Dentley as the candidate in the 10th Con-
gressional District.

Dr. Eck and her husband operate a
charity healthcare facility in Piscataway
that cares for 300 to 400 patients per
month. Dr. Eck said she ran in the U.S.
Senate Primary last year — losing to Steve
Lonegan — and is running for Congress
this year because of what is going on with
the country’s healthcare system.

“They are about to destroy our healthcare
system,” Dr. Eck said. She described Med-
icaid as a “horribly broken system.”

“It’s going to double its ranks under
Obamacare. That needs to change,” she
said. She said 800,000 New Jerseyans
stand to lose their health insurance under
Obamacare. “And the rest of us are pay-
ing more for less coverage. Something

has gotta change,” she said. “The cost to
provide healthcare (at clinics like hers)
is only $13...so we could do a lot with
less if we use real charity,” Dr. Eck said.

Ms. Dentley said the 10th Congres-
sional District has not been represented
by a Republican since 1949. “We are
going to show the district that a Congres-
sional District seat is not a birthright,”
she said, a reference to the fact that Rep.
Donald Payne, Jr. (D) succeeded his fa-
ther, Donald Payne, Sr., following the
veteran Congressman’s death last year.
Ms. Dentley is a middle-school vice-
principal with the Irvington Board of
Education. The district includes Hillside,
Linden, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park
and part of Union. The GOP committee
did not pick freeholder or county surro-
gate candidates or a candidate in the 8th
Congressional District, which includes
Elizabeth. GOP Committee Chairman
Phil Morin said he and executive com-
mittee members will interview candi-
dates for those offices.

In Senate speeches, Mr. Pezzullo, of
Freehold, said he served 20 years in the
United States Army Reserves, finishing
at the rank of major. He and his wife run
a computer consulting business. He said
Republicans must ‘’rip out Obamacare,
branch and root,” “reduce the overwhelm-
ing encroachment that the federal gov-
ernment is doing to us,” and make sure
every state is represented on “equal foot-
ing in the Senate.”

“... I’m sick and tired of New Jersey being
the feeding trough for every feel-good poli-
tician who wants to solve the problems of the
world with money that you’re working for,”
Mr. Pezzullo said. He said Republicans
this year need to “unite the party around
a common message that New Jersey’s
opinion matters” and that “conservative
Republican principles is the answer to the
problems that are affecting us at the local
level, at the county level, at the state level
and at the federal level.”

Mr. Sabrin, a finance professor for 29
years, said he wants to eliminate the
federal corporate business tax, which he
said would help create jobs “like no other
time in American history.” He also wants
to eliminate the tax on dividends, interest
and capital gains. Mr. Sabrin said he is
running because of the nation’s $220-
trillion unfunded liabilities, saying “the
system is bankrupt,” noting Medicare
and Social Security debt.

Mr. Turkavage said he was motivated
to seek the Senate seat because of the
nation’s debt, which stands $2.7 trillion
short of $20 trillion. He proposes a bal-
anced budget amendment, a plan to ad-
dress entitlement programs, to make 50
cuts in federal spending, elimination of
specific subsidies in the federal tax code,
and the employment of U.S. Government
Accounting Office (GAO) auditors in
federal government departments to look
for programs to cut. He also proposed a
debt elimination assessment for people
making over $50,000, money which
would be kept in a separate trust fund to
be used solely to pay down the debt.

Mr. Goldberg said he is running on a
“message of hope.” He says he believes
the GOP message should be that, “We
believe people will succeed in life...We
promote programs and policies that give
people the opportunities for success.” He
said Democrats believe “you’re destined
for failure and they just want to make
failure a little more comfortable.” He is
running on a message of “empowerment
not entitlement.”

Unlike Senator Cory Booker (D-N.J.),
who the Republicans are seeking to de-
feat, Mr. Goldberg said he does not want
to extend unemployment benefits, but
instead wants to create jobs, noting the
Affordable Care Act/Obamacare is the
“number one thing that stands in the way
of job creation right now.”
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WF Planning Bd. OK’s
Office Building on South
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
Westfield Planning Board meeting the board
approved two applications with conditions.

An application by John A. Pinto Family,
LP to demolish a two-family home and
construct a 6,000-square-foot office build-
ing with three apartments above it at 802
South Avenue, West was approved by the
board. The board put forth the condition
that if the existing trees that are intended to
be preserved cannot be, the applicant will
return to the tree preservation commission.

The new building will house 2,500
square feet of office space on the first
floor, two-two bedroom apartments on
the second floor and a one- to two-bed-
room apartment on the mezzanine level.
The board approved a side yard variance
of nine feet where 11.67 feet is required,
along with a variance front yard setback
of 20 feet where 34.4 feet is required.

Representing the Pinto Family was
attorney Darin Pinto and engineer Steve
Parker of Parker Engineering.

While Town Planner Bill Drew had
suggested the applicant consider a shared
driveway with neighbor On The Side,
Mr. Parker said shared driveways, “don’t
seem to work very well.” He said given
the higher volume of the spa traffic he felt
it would create more conflicts.

Pam Foerst, the manager of On The Side,
also told the board they did not support a
shared driveway proposal, but are excited
about the Pinto’s new building.

The board also approved an applica-
tion by a Athleta, a division of Gap, for
renovation of 234 East Broad Street, lo-
cated at the corner of East Broad Street
and Central Avenue.

According to attorney Andrew Kohut
of Wells, Jaworski and Liebman, in addi-
tion to interior renovations, the store en-
trance would be returned to its original
location on the corner.

Drew Johnson, an architect from

Metzger, Metzger and Associates, said
the redesign “better fits in with the his-
toric nature of this building.”

Elizabeth Lester from Gap said once
construction starts it would take eight to
10 weeks to complete renovation work.

The board granted several variances
for the project regarding signage. Three
wall signs will be allowed measuring just
over eight feet, with one sign over the
door and one sign on each side of the
building; town code only allows for two.
The applicant said Urban Outfitters has a
similar building shape and has three signs.

Additionally, a variance was granted
to allow for nine window signs measur-
ing 0.74 square feet in each of the store
windows. According to planner Sean
Moronski, the window signs are “subtle,
they’re low to the ground.”

In its approval of the application, the
board asked that all of the windows be
clear, rather than the current proposal
that the last window be clouded glass.
Ms. Lester said the window in question
looks in on a manager’s office, and that if
the building code would allow them to
make it a display window leaving enough
room for stair access Gap would be will-
ing to comply with the board’s request.

At the start of the meeting new board
member Ethan Kramer was sworn in by
Board Attorney Ken Soreiro.

Jessica Lunsford Act
 Released by Panel

TRENTON — The Assembly Judi-
ciary Committee has released bipartisan
legislation known as the “Jessica Lunsford
Act” which increases the criminal penal-
ties on those who commit sex crimes
against minors.

The bill, A-892, is sponsored by As-
semblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz, and es-
tablishes a sentence of between 25 years
and life imprisonment for aggravated
sexual assault of a victim less than 13
years old. The bill also establishes a pe-
riod of parole ineligibility of at least 25
years for a person convicted of aggra-
vated sexual assault of a victim less than
13 years old. In addition, if a victim is
unable to testify at trial, a prosecutor
would be permitted to negotiate a plea
agreement for a prison term of at least 15
years without parole.

The legislation was initially sponsored
by Assemblyman Eric Muñoz in 2005 and
has received committee approvals in prior
legislative sessions.  After Assemblyman
Muñoz passed away in March 2009, he
was succeeded by his wife.

This bill is named after Jessica
Lunsford, who was a 9-year-old Florida
resident and was kidnapped, raped, and
murdered by a registered sex offender,
John Couey. Couey received the death
penalty in August 2007, but died in fed-
eral prison in September 2009.

LaCosta Recognized
For Efforts for SP

REGION — The New Jersey Building
Officials Association (NJBOA), on Feb-
ruary 26, at a meeting hosted by the
Union County Chapter of Building Offi-
cials, Robert LaCosta, chief code Offi-
cial for the Township of Scotch Plains
and president of NJBOA, was presented
with a joint legislative resolution by both
the Senate and General Assembly by
Assemblywomen Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains). The joint resolution was
endorsed by Senator Nick Scutari (D-22,
Linden), Assemblyman Gerry Green and
Assemblywoman Stender.

The resolution recognized Mr. LaCosta
for all of his time and efforts given to
Scotch Plains with is various positions
with the township in his 36 plus years of
employment. In addition, the resolution
recognizes Mr. LaCosta for all of his time
and effort and his dedication to the vari-
ous and prestigious positions he holds
throughout the state. Mr. LaCosta is the
newly-elected president of the NJBOA.

Hespe Named N.J.
Edu. Commissioner

TRENTON – Last week, Governor
Chris Christie announced the selection of
David Hespe as his nominee for New
Jersey Education Commissioner.

According to a media release, Mr.
Hespe has nearly two decades of educa-
tion and public sector experience in New
Jersey including time as education com-
missioner in Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s Administration, chief of staff
at the Department of Education in the
first term of the Christie Administration,
and most recently, president of Burlington
County College.

Mr. Hespe began his career as a law
clerk at the Mercer County Superior Court
and then joined a private law firm before
entering public service in 1989 as an
associate counsel at the Office of Legis-
lative Services.

Kean to Put Voting
Agendas  on Facebook
TRENTON — Senate Minority Leader

Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) an-
nounced that he will share Senate voting
session agendas via Facebook so more
people will have advanced notice of what
their state government is doing, and that
he will share his Senate session votes
with “friends”/“followers” to promote
government transparency, accountabil-
ity and public participation at a time
when it’s most needed.

Sen. Kean’s official Facebook page
can be found at https://
www.facebook.com/tomkeanjr. The
Senator pointed to a telling recent statis-
tic: two-thirds of the country’s Internet
users (about 166 million Americans)
maintain Facebook profiles.

Bill Would Require
BOEs to Have Policy
For Communications
TRENTON — Legislation to require

school districts to adopt policies con-
cerning electronic communications be-
tween school employees and students
enrolled in the district has been approved
by both houses of the Legislature. It now
heads to the desk of the governor.


