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WF Comm. Band Presents
‘Happy Birthday America!’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Thomas Connors, contin-
ues its 102nd season with its annual
Independence Day Concert on Thurs-
day, July 3, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park.

The band will be joined by mem-
bers of the Westfield Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) and Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution
(DAR), who will
present a special pro-
gram in tribute to In-
dependence Day. Also
featured will be spe-
cial appearances by
Westfield’s own
“Towne Crier,” who
will present the “news
of the day,” vocalist
Kerry Stubbs and ac-
tor Ernest Wiggins.

Highlighting the
band’s music program
will be performances
by Kerry Stubbs, sing-
ing “What a Wonder-
ful World,” made
popular by Louis
Armstrong, and “God Bless
America,” originally made famous
by Kate Smith.

Mr. Stubbs previously performed
with the band as narrator on “Casey
at the Bat” and was featured vocalist
at the band’s Memorial Eve Concert
recently held at the Fanwood Train
Station.

Ernest Wiggins, an assistant profes-
sor at Kean University and featured
actor in many television and theater
productions, will read the poem,
“Carentan O Carentan” by Louis
Simpson, a simple, yet powerful poem
written by a former member of 101st
Airborne contrasting his battle expe-
riences in the days following D-Day
with the idyllic surroundings of the
Normandy countryside. This reading

will be followed by a performance of
the John Williams composition,
“Hymn to the Fallen,” from the film
“Saving Private Ryan.”

The remainder of the themed pro-
gram will include Independence Day
favorites, “American Pageant,” “Battle
Hymn to the Republic,” “Washington
Post March,” “Victory at Sea” and
Sousa’s most famous march “The Stars
and Stripes Forever.”

The band continues
its Summer Concert
Series with concerts
on Thursdays, July 10
and 17. The band re-
hearses each Wednes-
day evening from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. in the
Community Room in
the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, 425 East
Broad Street.

The band’s mem-
bership includes mu-
sicians from age 16 to
age 86, including
many active and re-
tired music educators.
Under the music di-
rection of Dr.

Connors, assistant professor of music
education at Kean University, the
band performs a wide variety of con-
cert band literature, including many
contemporary compositions.

Experienced area musicians who
are interested in a position with the
band should contact Band President
Barry Rosenberg at (908) 337-9073
or email
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Se-
ries is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufman, Director. Chairs and blan-
kets are recommended. In the event
of rain, the concert will take place in
the Westfield Community Room, lo-
cated in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

‘Unplugged in the Park’
Continues with Free Music

Dr. Thomas Connors

RAHWAY –Unplugged in the Park,
a new series of acoustic music con-
certs in Rahway Arts District Park,
continues on Friday, June 27, with a
live performance by Brien McVernon.

Singer-songwriter Brien
McVernon, plays a variety of original
songs on acoustic guitar with vocals.
Brien is a well-established musician
from Australia, now making a name
in the metro area music scene.

The free Unplugged in the Park
outdoor concerts take place on select
Fridays this summer, June through
September. Rahway Arts District Park
is on the corner of Irving Street and
Central Avenue. All concerts begin at
6 and end at 8 p.m.

In case of bad weather, concerts
will be relocated indoors to 1591
Irving Street, a few steps from the
park.

Also on Friday, June 27, 2014,
1591 Gallery will host the opening
reception of “Home and Away,” an
exhibition of pictures by a family of
four photographers: Thomas Dunn,
Susan Dunn, Ellen Dunn and Michael
Dunn.

The wine and cheese reception at
1591 Irving Street, is free and open to
the public.

“I’ve always sought to be an ama-
teur in the best sense of the word,”
says Thomas Dunn, of Montclair.
“Photography has been a life-long
passion and good fortune in other
endeavors has enabled me to pursue
it on my own terms.” Dunn exhibits a
selection of photographs from his
portfolios alongside those of his wife,

Susan, and their daughter and son.
While Susan Dunn refers to herself

as “the relatively untrained black
sheep in a family of photographers,”
her pictures taken on a recent trip to
Cuba show a keen sense of design,
color, humor, and narrative.

Ellen Dunn shows a series of por-
traits with a focus on storytelling.
Her photographs examine the stories
of strangers. As she thinks about
strangers meeting for the first time,
the moment when anonymity is left
behind, she asks: “How much of our
own story can we tell? How much of
another’s story can we understand?”

Michael Dunn explores the physi-
cal boundaries within connecting
communities. His series “10 Blocks”
examines the different people who
live in the neighborhoods of Hyde
Park and Woodlawn, Chicago, and
the experiences of those who live in
Hyde Park, contrasted with those who
live outside of it.

Home and Away will be on exhibit
from Friday, June 27, through Thurs-
day, September 4. Regular gallery
hours are Thursdays, 1-6 p.m. and by
appointment. The gallery will be open
for extended hours on Thursdays,
August 7, 14, 21, and August 28,
until 7 p.m. Admission is free.

A convenient public parking lot is
located just one block from the park
and gallery, on Hamilton Street. Street
parking is also available.

For more information on the exhi-
bition or concert, call (732) 540-1075
or view the Special Events calendar
on ArtsRahway.com.

EXIT 13 Magazine Continues
Its Poetic Odyssey

Premiere Stages to Present NJ
Premiere of Soldier’s Heart

Photo courtesy of Patricia Plante
LOCAL POET…Fanwood poet, Tom Plante, editor and publisher of Exit 13
Magazine, poses with his daughter, Kerry, outside The Poets’ Corner restaurant
in Kilcolgan, County Galway during a trip to Ireland in April.

FANWOOD – The newest edi-
tion of EXIT 13 Magazine is now
available. The magazine is a travel-
ogue in poetry, a reflection of the
world, and a chronicle of the people
met along the way.

“No passport is needed for the
adventures you’ll encounter in the
new edition of EXIT 13 Magazine,”
said Tom Plante, editor of the an-
nual poetry journal that is published
in Fanwood. “All you need is a
willingness to let your mind wan-
der through the poems of place that
are the hallmark of this magazine.”

From its earliest days in 1988 as
a homespun magazine patched to-
gether on Mr. Plante’s kitchen table,
EXIT 13 Magazine has focused on
contemporary poetry that celebrates
exploration and discovery.

Poets in the new issue re-live their
experiences in all sorts of places,
from the Jersey Shore after Sandy
to the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro in
Africa; from the steamy streets of
the Marshall Islands in the Pacific
to the cool sidewalks of North Beach
in San Francisco. The emphasis is
on geography and the fertile ground
of the imagination.

EXIT 13 Magazine, issue 20, in-
cludes 48 poets, half of whom are
New Jerseyans. Among the local
poets are: Adele Kenny, Poet Lau-
reate of Fanwood; Carol Nolde of
Westfield; Lisa Ann Bruckman of
Scotch Plains; Nancy Lubarsky of
Cranford; Linda Radice of North
Plainfield; Linda Levine of Edison;
and Tom Plante of Fanwood.

Other Garden State poets in the
new issue include: Wanda Praisner
of Bedminster; Bob Rosenbloom
of Bound Brook; Dorothy
McLaughlin of Somerset; D.M.
Dutcher of Highland Park; Paul
Sohar of Warren; Kathe Palka of
Flemington; Nancy Scott of
Lawrenceville; Charles and Laine
Johnson of Hillsborough; Gail

Fishman Gerwin of Morristown;
Sander Zulauf of Andover; Aileen
Bassis of Jersey City; Joseph
Rathgeber of Clifton; J.F. Battaglia
of Hampton; Linda A. Cronin of
Cedar Grove; Jane Ebihara of
Hackettstown; and Dianne Feula of
Dover.

Poets from beyond New Jersey
include: the late Ed Galing, A.D.
Winans, Lyn Lifshin, David Plumb,
Ruth Moon Kempher, David
Alpaugh, Lena Khalaf Tuffaha,
Nathan Whiting, Paula Yup, Randy
Fingland, Robert Joe Stout, and
Michael D. Riley.

The journeys of all the contribu-
tors produce poems with a geographic
point of view. EXIT 13 Magazine
features poets of all ages, writing
styles and degrees of experience.

Editor Tom Plante named the
magazine after the Elizabeth exit
off the New Jersey Turnpike. He
has assembled EXIT 13 Magazine
in Fanwood since 1988, the year
that he and his wife moved out of
Elizabeth. The journal features
snapshots of Exit 13 road signs con-
tributed by correspondents. Nr.
Plante sends a copy of the maga-
zine to each poet or photographer
whose work is published.

EXIT 13 Magazine, 20, is avail-
able for $10 (postage paid) from
EXIT 13 Magazine, Box 423, Fan-
wood, NJ 07023. For more infor-
mation, e-mail
Exit13magazine@yahoo.com, or
visit  www.facebook.com/
Exit13Magazine.

Poetry submissions by e-mail
should be typed into the body of the
email. EXIT 13 Magazine is in-
cluded in several library collections
in Union County, as well as at
Rutgers University, the Somerset
County Library, Brown University,
the University at Buffalo, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, and the
New York Public Library.

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University, celebrating its 10th anni-
versary, will present the New Jersey
Premiere of Tammy Ryan’s Soldier’s
Heart from Thursday, July 10, through
Sunday, July 27, in the Zella Fry The-
atre.

Featuring Emmy award-winning
actress and Premiere Stages fan favor-
ite, Kim Zimmer, this affecting new
work tells the story of Casey, an Ameri-
can soldier who leaves her son behind
to defend the country she loves. When
the person she trusts most becomes her
assailant, Casey returns home to face
her greatest test, bringing back more
than she bargained for.

Soldier’s Heart is the third play by
Ms. Ryan that Premiere Stages has
produced. Ryan’s Dark Part of the For-
est (2006) and the Primus Prize-win-
ning Lost Boy Found in Whole Foods
(2010) both premiered at Premiere
Stages and were subsequently pub-
lished.

“Soldier’s Heart is a powerful and
moving exploration of a female
Marine’s difficult re-entry into civilian
society,“ stated John Wooten, Produc-
ing Artistic Director of Premiere Stages,
who is directing the production. “The
task of seeking assistance from a disin-
terested V.A. and an insulated chain of
command makes her journey particu-
larly challenging.”

Ms. Zimmer, a four-time Emmy
Award winner for her memorable turn
as Reva Shayne on “Guiding Light,”
leads Premiere Stages’ accomplished
professional cast for Soldier’s Heart,
which features Mairin Lee as the
troubled Casey.  The cast also includes
Benton Greene, who has appeared on
television’s “Gossip Girl,” “Blue
Bloods,” and “Law and Order.” Landon
Woodson, whose distinguished regional
credits include the Chautauqua The-
ater Company; Erica Camarano, re-
cently seen on television in “Hostages”
and “Unforgettable”; Michael Colby
Jones, who just finished a run in the
Off-Broadway hit It’s Just Sex! at the
Actors Temple Theater; Azlan Landry,
currently seen in Disney XD’s “Laugh
Your Butt Off” commercial campaign;
and Zane King Beers, who appeared in
Lincoln Center’s recent production of
Macbeth.

In conjunction with Soldier’s Heart,
Premiere Stages will also offer a free
screening of The Invisible War, an Acad-
emy Award-nominated documentary
about sexual assault in the U.S. mili-
tary, on Sunday, June 29, at 3 p.m. in the
Kean University Center Little Theatre.

Reservations are strongly recom-
mended, and may be made by calling
(908) 737-4092 or emailing
premiere@kean.edu. While admission

is free, there is a suggested donation of
$5, with all proceeds to benefit Pre-
miere Stages’ community partner for
the production, Safe Horizon.

Safe Horizon touches the lives of
over 250,000 children, adults, and fami-
lies affected by crime and abuse
throughout New York City each year,
offering assistance to victims through
57 program locations, including shel-
ter, in-person counseling, legal services,
and more. Safe Horizon provides sup-
port to people victimized by rape and
sexual assault each year, offering ser-
vices to rape and sexual assault survi-
vors through a Rape and Sexual As-
sault hotline, as well as through Com-
munity Program offices. Rape and
sexual assault survivors can receive in-
person help, as well as referrals for
resources ranging from medical assis-
tance to counseling, from Safe Horizon
staff. For more information, please visit
www.safehorizon.org/

Kate Krug, Safe Horizon’s Director
of Special Events, will join Resident
Dramaturg Clare Drobot for a free post-
show discussion following the matinee
of Soldier’s Heart on Sunday, July 20;
additional post-show discussions will
feature playwright Tammy Ryan (Sat-
urday, July 12, at 3 p.m.) and April
Tully, LCSW (Sunday, July 27). Ms.
Tully is the Military Sexual Trauma
Coordinator for the V.A. New Jersey
Health Care System, which is a nation-
ally mandated position. This role com-
bines both clinical and administrative
responsibilities related to the diagnosis
and treatment of veterans who have
endured sexual trauma in the military.

Soldier’s Heart runs Thursdays and
Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 and 8
p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m. The Sun-
day, July 13, performance will take
place at 6 p.m. to accommodate a car
show taking place on campus.

Tickets are $30 standard, $20 for
senior citizens and Kean alumni, and
$15 for students and patrons with dis-
abilities. Significant discounts for
groups of 10 or more apply. To make
reservations or to order a season bro-
chure, call the Kean Stage Box Office
at (908) 737-SHOW (7469) or visit
Premiere Stages online at
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Tickets are also available for Pre-
miere Stages’ exclusive Soldier’s Heart
Opening Night Party on Friday, July
11. This event features a pre-show party
with wine and hors d’ oeuvres at the
four-star farm-to-table restaurant
Ursino, admission to the performance,
and a post-show champagne toast and
dessert reception with the cast. Tickets
for this exclusive event are $55, and
may be purchased by calling (908)
737-4092.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“22 Jump Street”
A Leap of Whimsy

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Directors Phil Lord and Christo-
pher Miller’s “22 Jump Street” is an
often funny, loose- limbed collection
of self-parody, adolescent naughti-
ness, feigned unconcern for custom
and a lazily attempted lampoon of
popular culture. If it had a screenplay
as enthusiastic as its bawdy
rambunctiousness, perhaps, to ven-
ture a variation on Terry Malloy’s
soliloquy in “On the Waterfront”
(1954), it could have been some-
thing.

 As it stands, it is one big inside
joke without a punchline…a series of
snarky riffs and references with no
point other than to suggest that there
is no point in having a point.
Methinks the commercially success-
ful, entry level nihilism is but an
entertainment way station…a Sat-
urday night-at-the-multiplex diver-
sion that will be remembered with
nostalgic fondness when its current
devotees develop a more sophisti-
cated cinema palate.

 As such, the sequel about a couple
of kooky cops, reprised by Jonah
Hill and Channing Tatum, who go
undercover to roust a drug ring that’s
already caused one fatality at a col-
lege, is at times an interesting mirror
of its target audience. That’s all well
and good.

 It’s only a tad disconcerting when
— if you are of a certain age — the
mass of teenagers who somehow
gained entrance into this R-rated
falderal chuckle at something you
don’t get. As Bob Dylan opined in
his “Ballad of a Thin Man,” “…some-
thing is happening here, but you
don’t know what it is…do you Mr.
Jones?”

 Happily, whatever allusions aren’t
caught shouldn’t be of consequence,
unless you’re a sociologist special-
izing in said population. Still, while
much of Messrs. Lord and Miller’s
comic free-for-all borrows from
cinema’s greater body of slapstick
and satire, you do have to give them
credit for locating their viewership’s
funny bone.

 Mr. Hill as Morton Schmidt and
Mr. Channing as Greg Jenko fit into
their buddy film caricatures with
notable aplomb — tailor-made to
propagate the thread of nonchalant
silliness that stitches together the ran-
dom nuttiness. Important to the
scenario’s signature ambiguity, they
skillfully skirt the line between re-
motely credible and impossibly ab-
surd, a process funny in and of itself.

 The fantasy is — just as Abbott and
Costello or Laurel and Hardy proved
before them — that by doing it your
own way you can achieve your goal
despite yourself, even if you aren’t
even quite sure what it is you’re trying
to accomplish. Heck…you can even
go off on a tangent. After all, if it’s true
that G-d protects drunkards, fools and
children, these two are more or less
covered on all counts.

 But what really heightens the pre-
posterous delusion and thus rational-
izes the duo’s iconoclastic methodol-
ogy is that when push comes to shove,
they are not only competent cops, but
in their own way hip upholders of
truth, justice and the American way.
Never mind that although on the
hunt for the drug pusher, when
Schmidt and Jenko are slipped a
hallucinogenic, a scene full of Dali-
like imagery is pumped for all its
comic worth.

 Such hypocrisy, always eventu-
ally righted by some serendipitously
positive resolution, is part and par-
cel of the lunacy. Added to that and
woven through the doings in the
form of a running gag, the guys
whimsically fabricate their own sort
of machismo. It’s composed of equal
parts faux homophobia and pur-
posely overworked meditations on
the bromance that is at the center of
their ethos.

 When Greg infiltrates the foot-
ball team as a soon heralded wide
receiver and is resultantly courted to
join BMOC Zook’s (Wyatt Russell)
fraternity, Schmidt’s resultant mop-
ing and pining furthers the gender
play. The ploy is humorously analo-
gous to the edgy but good-natured
burlesque on sexuality the great
Milton Berle performed for an ear-
lier crowd when he donned a dress.
Both confidently poke fun at con-
vention.

 Naturally, none of this heartache
deters Hill’s likably unlikely hero in
doofus’ clothing from mixing busi-
ness with pleasure. Thus he pursues
the charms of pretty co-ed Maya
(Amber Stevens), who lived across
the hall from the overdose victim.
Here, the film pays unabashedly
hackneyed homage to old school
plot construction. Maya, as it turns
out, happens to be Schmidt’s boss’
daughter. Yep, the same guy, angrily
emoted by Ice Cube, who gave
Schmidt a high five when he in-
formed he had scored big on cam-
pus.

 Pardon the hifalutin and over-
blown anatomy of this screwball
comedy. One can’t help but be
curious…idealistically hoping to dis-
cern some positive
indicator…perhaps decipher the
truth that Shakespeare assured us
resides in all jest. But then as Willy
could tell you right from “22 Jump
Street,” this excuse for imbibing
overpriced popcorn, nonpareils and
soda is really just the current wrinkle
in theater’s time honored tradition
of depicting human folly.

...
 “22 Jump Street,” rated R, is a

Columbia Pictures release directed
by Phil Lord and Christopher Miller
and stars Jonah Hill, Channing Tatum
and Amber Stevens. Running time:
112 minutes

SUMMER CONCERTS…Members of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
International American Alphorn Ensemble will perform each Wednesday evening
beginning July 9 on the lawn of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located at
the corner of East Broad Street and Mountain Avenue. Pictured are: Bill Carter,
Walter Metzger, Ted Schlosberg and Martina Struck of the Alphorn Ensemble.

satisfy everyone’s palate, from fine
dining at Antoine’s and Arnaud’s to
a more casual atmosphere at Red
Fish Grill and Crescent City
Brewhouse, the city’s only
microbrewery.

We’ll wrap up this tour of the Big
Easy with a stop on Bourbon Street
because there is nowhere else to go
once you’ve stopped here. The heart

of this surprisingly narrow street,
which is mostly free of cars, ex-
tends for about a half-mile off Ca-
nal Street and resembles nothing
less than a round-the-clock frater-
nity party, on a much larger scale,
for all ages. It’s loud, it’s crowded,
it’s boisterous, it’s bawdy. There
are neon lights. There are restau-
rants, shops, pizza joints, bars ga-
lore featuring live music and
karaoke blasting out the open win-
dows, other bars catering more to
the adults, spectators standing on
second-floor balconies tossing beads
to the crowds below and lots of
people, many carrying their cock-
tails in oversized containers and
wandering around in various states
of sobriety. This scene can be ob-
served at noon, at 9 p.m. and at 4
a.m. One thing I did notice: amidst
all of the alcohol consumption and
the crowds—normally the perfect
combination for trouble—I saw not
one physical altercation or even so
much as a shouting match. The po-
lice are present but not in overwhelm-
ing numbers; people just seem to
take things like being accidentally
bumped into in complete stride.

And that seemed to sum up New
Orleans in general. People don’t
rush, they aren’t easily upset and
they appear to

be enjoying where they are. Like
Las Vegas, it’s one of those unique
cities that should be experienced at
least one time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Travel: New Orleans

OKLAHOMA!…Zachary Love from Cranford will portray Will Parker and
Mason Kugelman from Rumson will play the part of Curly in New Jersey Youth
Theatre’s production of Oklahoma! For more information visit
www.njyouththeatre.org.


