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Pioneers Jolt Mountainside in Ripken District 12
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Westfield 12s Edge Cougars in Ripken District, 5-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Mountainside boys were lim-
ited to four hits. Jarrett Abrams singled
and scored both runs. John Silva
rapped an RBI single and stole a base.
Max Bakaletz looped an RBI single,
and Robert DeNora singled and
walked. Jay Post laid down a sacrifice
bunt and Joe Fabio was hit-by-a-pitch.

Defensively for Mountainside,
Nick Balmann played third base,
Carson Stapleton manned first and

Tom Disko played shortstop then took
over some pitching duties. Chris
Provel was behind the plate and Alex
Dezagon patrolled centerfield.

“New Providence was hitting the
ball today. This is a good bunch of
kids. They played hard. They are
learning the fundamentals and they
played till the end,” Mountainside
Head Coach Mike Balmann said.

“We like coming here to Westfield

and play. They run a good tournament,
and the boys are playing well. We are
2-2 in the tournament, we are in each
game and we have a new group this
year. We are learning what they can
do, and they are fun to watch,” Pioneer
Head Coach Mike Sherman said.

The Pioneers wasted no time and
scored four runs in the top of the first
inning, which included Kovacs’ two-
run triple and John Kubas’ double.

But the next inning told the tale
when 10 Pioneers settled on home
plate to seize a 14-0 lead. Coleman
doubled and rapped an RBI single in
the inning. Connor drilled his two-
run single, Sherman sizzled an RBI
groundout to second, and Davidson
and Kovacs added RBI singles.

“That was the message today. Get
up there and put the pressure on them,
score some runs and they did,” Coach
Sherman said.

Mountainside scored its first run in
the bottom of the second. Abram
singled past third and Post moved
him to second with a sacrifice bunt.
Fabio was hit-by-a-pitch and Bakaletz
dropped an RBI single into leftfield.

The Pioneers added four runs in
the fourth, highlighted by Chris
Kubas’ ground rule, two-run double
over the centerfield fence and
Connors’ RBI walk, but near disaster
struck when Disko, on the mound,
was struck in the shin with a hard line
drive and had to exit the game.

“It was a little scary. He’s a tough
kid. He did not want to go out,” Coach
Balmann said.

Mountainside scored its final run
in the bottom of the fourth when
Abram, who advanced to second on a
wild pitch and third on a passed ball,
scored on Silva’s single up the middle.

“I don’t recall any errors out there
today, so I think we did a real nice job.
Hats off to the Mountainside team.
Great coaches and great kids! And
they made some real nice plays by
that kid [Jay Post] in leftfield,” Coach
Sherman said.
New Providence 4 (10) 04 18
Mountainside 0    1 01 2

three runs on eight hits, while walking
none and striking out one. Mike Murphy
pitched the final two innings and al-
lowed two unearned runs, two hits and
two walks, while striking out three.

Andrew Eschausse started for
Westfield and allowed three runs, four
hits and three walks, while fanning
two, in three innings. Tim Alliegro
pitched the final three innings and
gave up one run on no hits and three
walks, while striking out two.

Alliegro also added some big time
emphasis at the plate when he ham-
mered a solo home run over the
centerfield fence in the first inning
then launched a solo blast over the
right field fence in the fourth. He also
walked and scored what turned out to
be the winning run in the fifth.

“You know you are hot when you
hit a bomb, and the next time you
come up and you hit another to the
opposite field. You know you are in
the zone, because an opposite field
home run is just getting the bat on the
ball. Not only that but he came in and
saved the game for us in the end,”
Coach McKeon said.

Batting in the spot before Alliegro,
Eschausse singled, stole a base and
scored in the fifth. Batting just after
Alliegro, Will Kessler knocked a pair
of singles, stole three bases and scored
once. Batting higher in the lineup,
Griffin Rooney and Hank Meiselman
each rapped a pair of singles and
Danny Kohler slashed a single.

“Vic [Coustan] our leadoff man has
great speed. Eschausse is one of our
better athletes that I have seen as a 12-
year-old. He can play anywhere. Then
Kessler just mashes the ball. It’s a good
core four at the top. Then you can’t
forget the guys at the bottom. They get
the RBIs when the top four get on base.
It’s a team effort,” Coach McKeon said.

After Alliegro’s first homer, the Cou-
gars took a 2-1 lead in the bottom of the
second. Jeremy Ruka drew the first of
his three walks and stole second. Jake
DiClerico drilled a single to center,
Jarosz walked and Max Wischusen
whacked a two-run single to right.

In the third, the Cougars stretched
their lead to 3-1 when Connor Katz
singled and stole second and Murphy
followed with an RBI double to left-
center. Alliegro led off the fourth
with his solo blast to right. Kessler
sent a high chopper into right then
stole second. Christian Pansini’s liner
escaped the grasp of the shortstop as
Kessler scrambled to third. Next came
a decoy play where Pansini was caught
in a rundown and Kessler alertly
scored to knot the score.

The Cougars regained the lead in
the fourth when Jarosz walked, stole
second and advanced to third on a
passed ball then Evan Kanterman
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to center.

The Westfield fifth told the tale,
however. Eschausse singled and suc-
cessfully stole second after a throw-
ing error. He dashed to third on a wild
pitch. Alliegro walked then as he at-
tempted to steal second another throw-
ing error allowed Eschusse to score.
After a passed ball, Alliegro headed
to third. The throw to third from the
catcher sailed into leftfield and
Alliegro scored the fifth run.

The Cougars offered a final threat
in the sixth when Murphy and Ruka
walked then pulled off a double steal
with two outs, but Alliegro fanned the

final batter.
“One inning was our downfall, but

it’s a long season. We look forward to
the rest of the season,” Coach
Wischusen said.

“We have a good group down here.
Excellent kids! They really enjoy
playing with each other. That’s what
shows in the games. We won the big
ones then we won the tight one, which
was nice,” Coach McKeon said.

The Cougars entered the game with
wins over Springfield and Millburn
“B”.

“It was Springfield and then
Millburn 11s. Millburn has a very
good 12 team that’s also in this tour-
nament and undefeated in the other
bracket. Millburn is a class act, and
we are hoping we have a chance to
continue and meet those guys in the
playoffs,” Coach Wischusen said.

“Our first game was Scotch Plains.
It was 11-1. The second game we
played Springfield. 15-3! We were on
fire in both games, but this game is
what you like to see as a coach. Close
games and both undefeated teams in
the bracket, these are the ones you
really want to win. This is why you
play baseball,” Coach McKeon said.
Westfield 100 220 5
Cranford 021 100 4
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600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065 x6417 

Welcome home to this lovely, Center Hall Colonial situated on beautiful piece of prop-
erty. As you walk through the front door, you are greeted in the entry foyer by gleaming 
hardwood floors. The formal living room, with wood burning fireplace, opens to a cozy 
den/office with access to the patio. A formal dining room offers built-in storage. The 
heart of this home can be found in the spacious, open kitchen & family room addition. 
Abundant cabinetry, large pantry, center island & separate eating space. Family room 
features vaulted ceilings, bar area & fireplace. Upstairs you will be pleased with a mas-
ter suite featuring a private bath with stall shower, over-sized tub, double sinks & an in-
credible dressing room! Two additional bedrooms share the main hall bath. The fourth 
bedroom is a second master featuring 2 large closets & an attached full bath. Painted in 
2013 & professionally landscaped, this picture perfect home has fantastic curb appeal! 

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is 

a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportu-

nity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

3 Mountainview Drive, Mountainside 

Open House Sunday, June 29th, 1-4 PM 

Open House: Sunday, June 29th, 1-4PM
657 Shadowlawn Drive, Westfield

An exquisite tudor home that has been stylishly updated and expanded with

the finest craftsmanship.  A lovely covered portico entry, a living room with

an inglenook fireplace, a formal dining room with detailed original crown

molding, a gourmet kitchen with a large island and a large family room addition

with a gas fireplace. There are french doors leading from both the family and

living rooms to the beautifully landscaped yard and patio plus a covered porch

perfect for entertaining and listening to the lovely waterfall. A new two car

detached garage with matching masonry. A full finished basement with a

steam shower and a full walk up attic with a cedar closet. Superb location

with easy access to all schools and transportation. Offered at $1,450,000.

Take the tour, http://www.floorplanonline.com/140102

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-519-7407

Sales Associate
Maureen Illanovsky

Call Direct:

Office: 908-519-7407
Cell: 908-391-9295
www.NJCastle.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A HEALTHY CUT...Mountainside 12s batter Alex Dezagon takes a mighty swing as New Providence catcher
John Kubas prepares to catch the ball in the first inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE BALL...Westfield first baseman Will Kessler, No. 7, waits to catch the ball that is ahead of Cougar
batter Will Robinson in the first inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOME RUN NO. 2...Tim Alliegro is congratulated by Westfield Head Coach Jim
McKeon after blasting his second home run against the Cougars.


