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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sweeney Budget Proposal
Restores Pension Contributions
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-

3rd, Gloucester) has offered a plan that
he said would restore balance to the
state’s Fiscal Year 2015 budget by rein-
stating the millionaires’ tax and adding
a surcharge to the tax on corporations.

He said the additional revenue of
$1.6 billion would rescue the
governor’s spending plan by provid-
ing the resources needed for a fis-
cally responsible budget that main-
tains the state’s commitment to all
residents. His plan also restores full
pension contributions that were cut
in the Governor’s budget.

“I don’t like raising taxes, but the
wealthy have benefited the most in
recent years. It is time to have them
pay their fair share. This isn’t about
punishing success, it is about basic
fairness,” Sen. Sweeney said.

Senate GOP Members Seek to
Avoid $1.7-Bil. Tax Hike

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean (R-21, Westfield) and Senate
Republican Budget Officer Anthony
Bucco (R-25, Booton) have presented
options to eliminate approximately
$1.7 billion in tax and fee increases
proposed for the FY15 state budget.

“Senate Republicans believe that
budget negotiations should steer sharply
away from dozens of tax and fee in-
creases,” Sen. Kean said. “We are not
surprised and we will absolutely not
support the Senate Democrats’ propos-
als to raise $1.6 billion in taxes on those
who pay the most to fund critical public
services, which would drastically de-
crease state revenues and put middle-
class public pensioners out of work,”
Sen. Kean said.

Two weeks ago, Sen. Kean alerted
the Gov. Christie administration and
Senate Democratic leaders to Senate
Republican FY15 budget alternatives
to eliminate and cover the cost of
cutting $137 million in tax and fee
hikes in the proposed budget by:
eliminating all 23 proposed fee in-
creases, the proposed UEZ tax in-
crease, the proposed tax on electronic
cigarettes, reducing by $25 million
the proposed increase to University
Hospital in Newark, reducing by $2
million the proposed increase for new
Essex County crime prevention ini-
tiative; reducing by $2 million the
proposed increase for Essex County
jail substance abuse program, and
cutting $82 million from the $125-
million proposed increase to the De-
partment of Human Services by de-
laying for one year the transition from
fee-for-service reimbursement to
managed care delivery for Medicaid
institutional long-term services;

Consolidation implementation
funds would also be cut under the
GOP budget plan by $8.5 million.

Prieto Budget  Plan Restores
Money for Women’s Health

State Assembly Speaker Vincent

Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) announced
the Assembly Democrats’ budget plan
for next fiscal year would restore
money for women’s health care and
shore up funding for nursing homes
and domestic violence programs,
while also providing tax relief for
working families and fully funding
the state’s pension obligation.

The plan, among other things,
“would also eliminate the tax break
enjoyed by millionaires under Gov.
Chris Christie,” according to a press
from the Assembly Majority Office.

“This is a budget for New Jersey’s
hard-working middle-class families
and their values,” Speaker Prieto said.
“...It gives tax relief to those who
need it most, while responsibly ful-
filling our promise to teachers, police
and firefighters. It’s the right and
responsible thing to do.”

He said the plan would include $7.5
million to restore money Gov. Christie
has cut from women’s health care.
Bramnick: Democrats Have Taken
‘Florio’ Approach to State’s Future

Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) has
commented on the Senate Democrat
leaders proposed $1.6- billion income
and business tax increase to balance
the FY15 budget:

“The Democrats are taking the
‘Florio’ approach and raising taxes is
not the answer. Instead, Democratic
leadership should work with Republi-
cans and Governor (Chris) Christie
who want to reduce the tax burden on
all our residents. We cannot follow a
path that drives residents out of our
state because of ever increasing taxes.”

On the Democrats’ budget recom-
mendations, he remarked: “Taxes,
taxes, taxes – that’s how we got in this
jam. The Democrats’ solution will
make our state less competitive and
less attractive to business. We need to
cut spending further and eventually
lower the tax burden.”

Bill to Help Towns Deal With
Rising Flood Insur. Rates Passes

Legislation to help municipalities
deal with rising flood insurance rates
has cleared both stare legislative
houses. The bill, S-762, would pro-
vide that in the first year after changes
to federal flood insurance maps any
increases in flood insurance premi-
ums in excess of 2 percent would be
exempt from the state’s 2 percent
property tax cap, according to a Sen-
ate Majority Office press release.

If a local government did not previ-
ously carry flood insurance, the entire
cost of first year flood insurance re-
sulting from changes to federal flood
maps would be exempt from the prop-
erty tax levy cap. Additionally, the bill
would provide additional relief from
the caps in subsequent years.

The bill passed the senate by a 37-0
vote before being sent to the Assem-
bly, where it passed by a 64-11-2 vote.
It now heads to the governor’s desk.

Valley Road Dental Excellence
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by Scott B. Schaffer, DMD

Dentistry Today

PRESERVING KNOCKED-OUT TEETH

Visit our website at  www.thesmileclub.com 
for more details about Dr. Schaffer.

        About one out of every four school-
age children either breaks or damages a 
tooth at some point. Unless a child has 
other injuries that require immediate med-
������������	�
���������	��������	�������
aid for a tooth injury and proceed imme-
diately to the dentist. If the injury involves 
a chip off an adult tooth, the broken piece 
should be saved in anticipation of the 
dentist being able to reattach it. A tooth 
that has been displaced but remains in 
its socket can often be moved back to its 
original position by the dentist. Otherwise, 
if an adult tooth is completely knocked 
out (root and crown), parents should 
pick it up by the crown, rinse it (without 
scrubbing), and replant it immediately.
   Was today’s column helpful? When you 
visit with us your smile is our top priority.  

Our entire team is dedicated to providing 
you with the personalized, gentle care that 
you deserve. We believe every patient 
should always be fully in charge of his or 
her own dental health, and we are here to 
help. Our commitment includes providing 
information that helps you to make more 
informed decisions about your oral health 
needs. Your dental health is our number 
one priority. Please call us to schedule an 
appointment for gentle dental care. We 
are currently accepting new patients. We 
are the proud recipient of the 2013 Best 
of Clark Award in Dentistry.
P.S. If a child’s knocked-out adult 
tooth cannot be replaced back in the 
socket, it should be put in a small cup 
containing milk or saline solution and 
brought with the patient to the dentist.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

  Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

Learn More About
Reverse Mortgages

Attend a Reverse Mortgage Seminar

for a Better Quality of Life

Saturday, June 28th, 2014 at 9:30 am
Jersey Mortgage Company

20 Commerce Drive, Suite 340

Cranford, NJ 07016

Given by Reverse Specialists,

Alice Campbell, NMLS # 403806 • Lisa Vollenbroek, NMLS #476266

Advanced Registration Required.  Limited Seating.

908-500-5958

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Jazz Festival to Begin July 1;
350th PopUp Coming to WF

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Directors of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), discussed upcoming
events to be held in the downtown
area during the month of July. July is
usually the busiest month for the
DWC, with most of its events occur-
ring during the month.

The first event discussed by the
board was the 18th annual Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin explained the event and the
work that goes into choosing the art-
ists who participate.

“This popular series brings thou-
sands of visitors every Tuesday
evening from 7 to 9 p.m. The restau-
rants particularly love this event as
the sidewalks are full and the town is
really alive,” Ms. Cronin said. “Ev-
ery year a committee of volunteers
gets together to review the 80 plus
jazz groups and listen to cds, etcet-
era, by February so that we have
plenty of time to book the final 36
bands and create the calendar. This
event is over 25 percent of our annual
promotion budget, but it’s worth it
for the economic benefit it drives to
downtown.”

The jazz festival runs every Tues-
day evening from July 1 until August
26. There will be four bands playing
simultaneously at four locations
downtown: Central Avenue at the in-

tersection of Quimby Street, the cor-
ner of East Broad Street and North
Avenue, Elm Street in front of the
First Baptist Church and the North
Avenue train station parking lot. In
the event of inclement weather the
event will be moved to Wednesday
night. A full schedule for the event
may be viewed at
WestfieldToday.com.

The board next promoted the New
Jersey 350 PopUp Shop, which will
be open from Tuesday, July 8 to the
Saturday, July 12. New Jersey will be
commemorating its 350th anniversary
by sending a traveling store around 14
towns across New Jersey with
Westfield one of its stops.

“We have surveyed our businesses
for unique items to Westfield and New
Jersey and we are in the process of
putting it together,” Ms. Cronin stated.
“I think the hours will be 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. on July 8th to the 12th, except for
the opening day, which will be until 9
p.m. when the Jazzfest ends.”

Ms. Cronin stated the PopUp Store
will be located at 200 Central Avenue
at the intersection of Central and
North Avenues. The board also pro-
moted downtown’s annual sidewalk
sales to be held this year from Thurs-
day, July 10 to Sunday, July 13.

“The Sidewalk Sale Days are al-
ways popular for the merchants as it
is an opportunity to clear seasonal
merchandise. People love the bar-
gains and look forward to them every
year,” she said.

Many of the local retailers partici-
pate in the event and provide dis-
counts for their wares. The Sidewalk
Sale Days event will take place rain
or shine.

The final event promoted by the
board was the annual Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Ex-
travaganza. This year, the run is
scheduled for Wednesday, July 23,
at 7 p.m.

In its 13th year, the Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza brings in a large number of
spectators to the downtown area and
its many businesses.Ms. Cronin an-
ticipates over 2,800 runners will par-
ticipate this year.

Information on registration for the
run and all the other events can be
found on DWC’s website.

The board approved a grant for
The Bar Method, a body sculpting
and physical therapy center lo-
cated at 105 Elm Street. The DWC
regularly provides grants to busi-
nesses in an effort to improve the
look of the town. The grants par-
tially subsidize businesses’ signs
and façade.

The DWC’s next Board of Direc-
tors meeting open to the public is
scheduled for Monday, September
22, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is
located at 105 Elm Street.

Rick Dolan Drops Bid For
Garwood Council Seat

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Rick Dolan has
withdrawn his candidacy for a bor-
ough council seat, leaving newly
crowned Garwood Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Jim Mathieu with
the task of finding a replacement in
time for November’s General Elec-
tion.

Mr. Dolan said the decision to pull
out shortly after winning an uncon-
tested Primary Election on June 3
was “just private and personal,” and
that the feud between Mr. Mathieu
and Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and her
husband, John, the former head of
the Garwood GOP, played little or no
role.

“Really none of it,” he said. “It was
more personal and private. That’s all
I can say.”

Mr. Mathieu, one of two Republi-
cans on the six-member borough
council, supported Sal Piarulli in his
successful mayoral primary bid over
Mrs. Quattrocchi earlier this month.
Mr. Piarulli ran under Mr. Mathieu’s
“Conservative Republican” ticket that
also won six of eight seats to take
control of the Garwood GOP.

Carol Kearney, who likewise ran
unopposed with Mr. Dolan under the
Quattrocchis’ “Regular Republican”
banner, said she is continuing with
her bid against Democrat incumbents
Sara Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli for
the two contested seats.

Mr. Mathieu took control of the
Garwood Republicans on June 9 in a
unanimous 8-to-0 vote of the com-
mittee. Although elected with Mrs.
Quattrocchi in 2010, Mr. Mathieu
had verbally sparred with Mrs.
Quattrocchi, accusing her of “taxing
and spending like a Democrat.”

He and the committee have until

Thursday, September 11, to select
someone to run in Mr. Dolan’s place,
but Mr. Mathieu is not sure he will.

“I may. I’m going to try. But I’d
much rather run no one, than just run
someone for the sake of running
them,” he said. “I want to turn the
page on the Garwood Republican
Party. I want to find people of charac-
ter, who will vote like a Republican.
If there is not a sufficient amount of
time, I’d rather run no one.”

Mr. Dolan said it was “coincidental”
that his withdrawal from the race came
just after Mrs. Quattrocchi, who he ran
with, was defeated and Mr. Quattrocchi
was ousted as party chairman.

“I’m going to support Sal (Piarulli)
in his bid,” Mr. Dolan said. “I’m also
supporting Carol in her bid for coun-
cil, as well as if there is another
candidate.”

 Ms. Kearney, the owner of Unique
Cruise and Travel on Center Street,
acknowledged that mending the
fences within Garwood Republicans
will be challenging.

“We need to work as a team,” she
said. “The Republican Party is split
in Garwood, no two ways about it.
How it got that way, you know. Will
it be a tough election? I’m hoping
not. There are things I’d like to say,
but at this time, I don’t think it’s right
to say. I hope it will work out.

“There’s a lot of frustration be-
cause the incumbent (Mrs.
Quattrocchi) lost. Nobody thought
she’d lose. It was a shock. What we
have to do now is what’s best for the
people in Garwood.”

Besides Ms. Kearney facing Ms.
Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli, Mr.
Piarulli will face Democrat Charles
Lombardo, a former long-time coun-
cilman, in the Tuesday, November 4
General Election.

Cranford Dems Question
UCC Field Timeline

CRANFORD — The Union
County College Board of Trustees
was to decide Tuesday whether to
remove 700 trees and build an ath-
letic facility on its Cranford Campus
or use land offered by the county at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Union County College officials told
residents at special meeting on June
18 that county officials had only given
them until June 20, but then extended
the timeline to June 24 to make a
decision about using Oak Ridge Park
for a lacrosse field.

“Union County did not give the
college a deadline,” said Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford resi-
dent. “We have offered a field in Oak
Ridge Park. It is my hope that the
college will take the time it needs and
accept this offer.”

At a hastily-called meeting of the
college board of trustees, officials
said that the college will choose be-
tween a facility at Oak Ridge or a
field on campus. Officials told resi-

dents that their proposal would improve
stormwater runoff and flooding in the
area. A view not shared by residents.

Ultimately, Margaret McMenamin,
president of the college, said it came
down to control: who controlled the
field, UCC or the county. She agreed
that Oak Ridge was a “fantastic facility,
but its on the other side of the county.”

If it chooses to build in Cranford,
the school would remove at least 700
trees and construct a mixed-track and
lacrosse field with lighting and
bleachers only yards away from resi-
dents homes, according to the
Cranford Democrats news release.

Freeholder Kowalski, Township
Commissioner Tom Hannen Jr. and
the Cranford Democratic Committee
all oppose this facility and have of-
fered to assist the neighbors in the
fight against the project.

Neighbors have banded together
to oppose the project. Their organi-
zation is Union County Neighbors
United at ucnu.org.

EMTs to Administer
Narcan for OD Patients

STATE — Governor Chris Christie
has announced the statewide expan-
sion of a pilot program  launched in
Ocean and Monmouth counties ear-
lier this year to help reduce the num-
ber of heroin-related deaths by train-
ing and equipping police officers and
first responders to administer the an-
tidote Narcan to overdose victims.

The Christie Administration has
issued a waiver to more than 28,000
certified EMTs to allow them to ad-
minister Narcan, a medication used
to treat drug overdose patients in
emergency situations statewide. Po-
lice officers and first responders in
Ocean and Monmouth counties have
reversed more than 40 opiate over-
doses. Police officers and first re-
sponders in all 21 counties will now
be trained in how to administer the
nasally-injected Narcan antidote to
overdose victims.

The New Jersey State Police is also
moving forward with the Narcan ini-
tiative – ordering 900 Narcan kits to
ensure that every State Police patrol
vehicle is equipped and training New
Jersey Troopers, an effort that began
last month.


