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Great care, fast.
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BRIGHT FUTURES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students receive
their diplomas from Board of Education President Trip Whitehouse on June 19
at Perry Tyson Field.
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IT’S OFFICIAL...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students show excitement
after receiving their diplomas at Perry Tyson Field on June 19.

Lisa Hagen for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRATULATIONS GRADS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ates leave Perry Tyson Field with diplomas to meet family and friends on June 19.

process of going out to seek proposals
for management of its golf courses as
Kemper’s five-year contract is expir-
ing.

The board is also expected to vote
tonight on approving a one-year con-
tract for the Union County Assistant
Prosecutors Association for 2011 and
2012. Norman Albert, director of ad-
ministrative services, said the county is
in negotiations, saying there has been
“some significant progress” with the
union for either 2013 and 2014 or 2013
through 2015.
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Freeholders
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STAND BY ME...Senior chorus members sing “Stand by Me” by Ben E. King
during the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduation ceremony on June 19.

ployees may campaign for or against
candidates in partisan elections, they
may not “be candidates for public
office in partisan elections,” accord-
ing to a Postal Bulletin detailing the
do’s and don’ts of the Hatch Act.

Mr. Thomas has worked for the
Postal Service for 31 years and cur-
rently holds a management position,
leading Mr. Smith to say that it was
“hard to believe that a manager hadn’t
been told he can’t run for office.” As
soon as he filed his paperwork for his
candidacy, Mr. Thomas “broke the
law,” Mr. Smith said, leading to the
further question of how the Demo-
crats vet their candidates.

Mrs. Stender issued a statement to
The Times, saying that when the party
selected Mr. Thomas, “neither he nor
the committee were aware he was
prohibited from running because of
his job. Once he found out, he imme-
diately notified his employers and
withdrew as a candidate.”

Mr. Smith refused to say what the
GOP’s next move, if any, would be.
“I’m still trying to get the facts. How
did he not realize he could not run for
partisan office? Did he raise money,
this illegal candidate? Should [the
Democrats] be fined?” Mrs. Stender
reiterated that once Mr. Thomas be-
came aware of the political prohibi-
tions, he withdrew his candidacy,
adding that he “did not attend or
participate in fundraising.”

She added, “Clearly, Republicans
would rather attack a resident who
wanted to serve his town than focus
on important issues like their record
of overspending of taxpayer dollars
and poor management of services for
Scotch Plains residents.”
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can Legion Post 209 during the Posting
of the Colors.

Commander Allan Betau from Post
3 of the American Legion compared
serving in the military and the connec-
tions between soldiers to being a part of
a family.

“It doesn’t matter if you were in the
same basic training unit, technical train-
ing unit, or the same squadron, or even
the same war,” Mr. Betau said. “There
is an unspoken, but heartfelt camarade-
rie, between veterans of all races,
ethnicities and ages.”

Peter Braun, a captain in the U.S.
Army and the keynote speaker, knew
six of the 11 men while growing up in
Westfield. He graduated with five of
them from Westfield High School in
1961.

Mr. Braun shared stories about how
they met, grew up in the town, and
served in the war, “so they’re not just
names etched in the ground.”

“To these brave 11 men who are
being honored on the memorial, and to
all the men and women who served in
the Vietnam War, thank you for your
service,” he said.

Mary Jo Rice-Mahoney, a Vietnam
War veteran and retired army nurse,
spent a year in Vietnam caring for
injured soldiers. She also addressed the
crowd about her experiences during
the war.
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Vietnam

and threw their caps in the air, she
delivered the last address, which had
the crowd laughing during the entire
speech.

“Thank you to all the parents, teach-
ers, guidance counselors and mentors,
who took part in getting all of 2014 in
their caps and gowns today,” Shayna
said.
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Garwood Council

CF Discusses UCC Field,
Flooding at Riverfront

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Members of the
Union County Neighbors United
(UCNU) addressed the township com-
mittee on Monday regarding their con-
cerns over a proposed sports complex
on the campus of Union County Col-
lege (UCC).

“They (UCC) act as if they do not
have to go to anyone,” said Mindy
Kipness, a resident and member of
UCNU. UCC has said it does not need
a permit by the township to build on its
property.

“They get all of their funding from
the county…where are they?” Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato asked.

“These deadlines were not real. There
is no reason why they have to make a
decision tomorrow (Tuesday),” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said regarding Tuesday
night’s UCC Board of Trustees meet-
ing.

The township and residents have
concerns about flooding caused by the
removal of 700 mature trees and runoff
from the field, which would drain ulti-
mately to Nomahegan Park, where
flooding currently happens during
storms. There also are concerns involv-
ing noise and light pollution and traffic
and parking.

The mayor said UCC’s engineering
statistics are based on a five-, 10- or 25-
year storm, which is the minimum the
state requires for flood mitigation. Cran-
ford has seen multiple 50- and 100-
year storms, the mayor said.

UCC has not performed an Environ-
mental Impact Study (EIS), Cranford
resident David MacDonnell said.

“They truly do not have anything
meritorious they can represent. The
only reason they did not do an EIS is
because it would be damning to their
particular project,” Mr. MacDonnell
said.

“The absence of due diligence speaks
volumes,” Mr. MacDonnell added.

High Street by the newly built
Riverfront at Cranford Station devel-
opment has seen its share of flooding.
The engineering department sent a let-
ter June 6 to the property owner of
Riverfront about repairing the roof
leader and sump pump discharges.

“Riverfront was supposed to allevi-
ate flooding in that area, and it is worse
than ever. We have another group prom-
ising the same,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

“High Street would flood during
extremely bad storms; now in heavy
rain the streets are flooded,” she said.

The Riverfront Development’s sump
pump has a constant flow, the engineer-
ing department officials said.

“It is worse. I grew up in that area. I
have never seen it like this,” Commis-
sioner O’Connor said.

The township committee has debated
the fate of the 200-year-old Pepperidge
tree, nicknamed “Old Peppy,” located
in Lincoln Park, for four years. Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola recom-
mended that “Old Peppy” be cut down.
He suggested having the tree carved
and displayed at the park.

“Peppy is going to outlast all of us,”
Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said.

“I don’t want to be on this committee
when it falls over. I am proposing we
take it down and do something with it.
I would rather have live kids than a
dead tree,” Commissioner D’Ambola
said.

Resident Barbara Krause said she
had offered to donate money to care for
the tree a few years ago.

Mayor Kalnins asked to get cost
proposals to remove the tree and to talk
to the township’s tree advisory board.

Mr. D’Ambola said a tree ordinance
is being drafted. He said right now the
ordinance as drafted would equate to
more work hours by a forester. It would
also mean planting a couple hundred
trees in the township after many were
lost in recent storms.

The new pay stations will be up and
running by the end of June, Police
Lieutenant Edward Davenport told the
township committee. The township

passed a resolution recently to remove
the pay stations for newer ones.

Lt. Davenport also asked the town-
ship to forego painting parking spot
numbers on the curb in favor of a
product that would adhere to the curb
that has a 12-year warranty. He said the
police department repaints the num-
bers yearly but the paint wears off
before the year is up. The adhesive
numbers would cost about $1,200, he
said.

“I think this is a waste of money,”
Commissioner Hannen said.

“I think this is a good idea,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato responded.

The PSE&G substation on South
Avenue may be elevated by PSE&G,
said Mayor Kalnins, who recently met
with a PSE&G representative. The sub-
station had been flooded during Hurri-
cane Irene in 2011. A follow-up meet-
ing is scheduled with the utility on
Monday.

Pilgrim Pipeline is proposing a new
pipeline to run through Cranford by the
freight line to carry crude oil to Linden,
Mayor Kalnins said. The line would be
below ground on the railroad right-of-
way.

“This project is a few years away
from going. They are at the state permit
level,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PUBLIC OPINION MATTERS...A packed Union County College (UCC) audi-
torium of Cranford and Westfield residents, township officials and county
officials audibly clapped to Tuesday’s  Union County College Boards of Trustees
and Governors’ vote to accept the county’s offer to build a mixed-use field at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark instead of on UCC’s Cranford campus.

position in early July.
The agreement will pay Ms. Bruns

$30,000 for an indefinite period to
perform her CFO functions with re-
duced hours until a replacement can
be found. The council approved the
deal 5 to 0, with Mr. Mathieu abstain-
ing and calling it a “Band-aid.” He
accused his fellow council members
who voted for it of doing so without
understanding the full implications.

Both issues reached a critical mass
for Mr. Mathieu when the council
voted to cancel the Tuesday, July 8
meeting because two council mem-
bers announced that they will be ab-
sent: Council President Ann Palmer
for her wedding, and Mr. Petruzzelli,
who will be on vacation.

Mr. Mathieu felt more information
regarding both the roof and Ms.
Bruns’ replacement could be avail-
able by July 8 and, since the council
would still have a quorum to decide
matters, that the meeting should be
held as scheduled.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt argued
that the council routinely cancels at
least one summer meeting, some-

times two, so if two members would
not be present and that all members
pledged to attend the other three meet-
ings, that canceling the July 8 gather-
ing was acceptable.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco voted
with Mr. Mathieu, but the resolution
to cancel passed anyway with a 4-to-
2 vote.

In other matters, the council ap-
proved a second emergency appro-
priation, for $40,000, to replace a
pole and traffic lights on the north-
east corner of South Avenue and Cen-
ter Street that were damaged by a
tractor trailer on June 20. The uni-
dentified driver, who was traveling
west on South Avenue, made a right
turn onto Center Street, cutting the
corner short and destroying the traf-
fic signals adjacent to The Station
Bar &Grill.

Temporary traffic signals have
been affixed to a utility pole on the
corner, but Mr. Petruzzelli said the
situation creates a danger because
the signals are less apparent.

The appropriation was not dis-
puted since Mr. Petruzzelli assured
his council colleagues that the
borough’s insurance company was
pursuing the matter with the truck
driver’s insurer.

Via the consent agenda, the coun-
cil approved the hiring of Dylan
Cosgrove at $43,608 as the police
department’s 16th officer, and also
agreed to hire Matthew Giacobbe
of Cleary, Giacobbe, Alfieri, Jacobs
of Oakland, N.J. to conduct nego-
tiations with the local police offic-
ers’ union for a new contract.

The council additionally voted to
allow tax payments and court fees
to be paid with credit cards, al-
though there was concern expressed
by Ms. Ariemma and council mem-
bers that the transaction fees may
significantly reduce the net taxes
collected.

The council renewed the liquor
licenses for several businesses: The
Station Bar & Grill on Center Street;
The Garwood Rest, Rudy’s
Ristorante and The Westwood on
South Avenue; and Dittrick’s Wines
& Liquors, the Garwood Lanes,
Rosie’s Wine Bar and The Cross-
roads on North Avenue.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi appointed
a five-member residential parking
committee consisting of Ms. Palmer
from the laws and licenses commit-
tee; Kathleen Villaggio, a member
of the planning board and former
councilwoman; Mr. Petruzzelli
from the buildings and grounds
committee; Sergeant Mario Morelli,
the Garwood Police Department’s
traffic officer, and Union County
Transit Advisory Board liaison Bob
Ehrenbeck.

Mr. Nierstedt also reminded resi-
dents that wood chips for landscap-
ing – produced from projects around
town — were available free from the
borough’s department of public works
(DPW) on the east end of Willow
Avenue near the DPW headquarters.

UCC Votes to Put Sports
Complex At Oak Ridge Park

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The board of
trustees and governors for Union
County College (UCC) unani-
mously voted Tuesday to accept the
Union County Freeholders’ offer to
build a sports complex, to include
track, soccer and lacrosse, at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, with the ca-
veat being they discuss other county
venues as well.

The trustees’ buildings and
grounds committee had recom-
mended plans be drawn to build the
field at Oak Ridge Park. A packed
UCC auditorium of residents, town-
ship officials and county officials
audibly clapped in response to the
board’s decision to consider a space
outside of Cranford.

“This is the best possible
outcome...I am very happy the
buildings and grounds committee
made the recommendation. I am
ecstatic that the full board agreed
with that and passed it,” Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“We will help you with this field.
We will not cover all the cost of it.
We are offering land at Oak Ridge
Park and we will work with you
further on how we will move for-
ward with this project,” Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski said to the board.

The county had set aside coffers
to fund the field before the free-
holders pulled it after deciding
Cranford was not a suitable site.

“Mr. Nacco (Stephen Nacco, ex-
ecutive assistant to the president
and vice-president of administra-
tive services at UCC) has said in
Cranford Talk Radio that they have
saved their pennies to the tune of
$1.4 million, so given that the col-
lege already has that allocated to
the field I would imagine they would
move that to the Oak Ridge site,”
Felicia Van Ostenbridge, a resident
of Colby Lane, told The Times.

Members of Union County
Neighbors United (UCNU) had be-
gun petitioning UCC’s original pro-
posal to build a field on its Cranford
campus.

In the plan, UCC was to remove
700 mature trees. The removal of
over four acres of trees combined
with the storm water runoff from
the turf field, which would drain
ultimately to Nomahegan Lake,
where flooding is currently hap-
pening during storms, was a major
concern.

UCC had incorporated a 500,000-
gallon retention basin in its plan.
Residents have said that it would
not hold enough rainwater.

Mayor Kalnins said Monday at
the Cranford Township Committee
meeting that UCC’s engineering sta-

tistics are based on a five-, 10- or
25-year storm, which is the mini-
mum the state requires for flood
mitigation. Cranford has seen mul-
tiple 50- and 100-year storms, the
mayor said.

There also were concerns about
noise and light pollution and traffic
and parking.

“I know there have been other
sites offered,” Freeholder Kowalski
told The Times, in response to the
board’s interest in exploring other
county space. Oak Ridge Park, a
former golf course, has over 40
acres of open space, with an ar-
chery range.

“I think we can manage four acres
for the track and soccer field,” Free-
holder Kowalski told The Times.

Many residents and officials
spoke at Tuesday’s meeting encour-
aging the UCC board to vote against
building a field in Cranford prior to
the board’s decision.

A letter by Westfield Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky was read urging
UCC to consider Oak Ridge Park
for the sports field’s location.

Wayne Baker, a Cranford resi-
dent and who said he is involved
with the Westfield Area ‘Y’ youth
track program, was the sole person
in favor of having a field at the
Cranford campus.

“We face a problem in terms of
availability of tracks in the area…
We find ourselves fighting for space.
It is a far less convenient site for
many of our parents…to bring them
to track,” Mr. Baker said.

“It is my belief you are likely to
find far greater non-team usage by
the UCC community if the facility
is here at Cranford [rather] than
Oak Ridge,” Mr. Baker said.

After Hurricane Irene ravaged
thousands of homes in Cranford,
flooding mitigation has been at the
forefront of people’s minds.

“In front of me it was an ocean.
Boats were passing by…I don’t
want to go through that again… No
disrespect to the YMCA, but that is
a place they go to for activities. I
just want to take care of my home
because they have a home,” Spring-
field Avenue resident Carlos
Olivella said in retelling his story
of Irene’s aftermath.

UCC has not performed an Envi-
ronmental Impact Study (EIS) for
its Cranford campus field, Cran-
ford resident David MacDonnell
said at Monday’s Cranford Town-
ship Committee meeting.

“They truly do not have anything
meritorious they can represent. The
only reason they did not do an EIS
is because it would be damning to their
particular project,” Mr. MacDonnell
said.

“The absence of due diligence speaks
volumes,” Mr. MacDonnell said.


