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Lisa Hagen for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUCCESS STORY…Valedictorian Judah Alexrod delivers a speech to his fellow
classmates at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduation ceremony at
Perry Tyson Field on June 19. Judah is a National Merit Scholar finalist and
received a perfect SAT score.

Lisa Hagen for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLYING HIGH...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, Class of 2014, toss their caps in the air at the conclusion of the
graduation ceremony held June 19 at Perry Tyson Field.

Lisa Hagen for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BRIGHT FUTURES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education President
Trip Whitehouse passes out diplomas at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduation ceremony on June 19 at Perry Tyson Field.
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County’s Retail Skills Ctr.
To Include In-Demand Jobs

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — In an effort to improve
job skills of dislocated workers in Union
County, the county will take over the
retail skills center at the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth, as the current vendor
is running out of funding to operate the
center, while also expanding job train-
ing into high-demand fields.

Antonio Rivera, director of the
county’s Workforce Investment Board,
which will be the lead agency in run-
ning the Workforce Innovation Busi-
ness Center, told the Union County
Freeholders at their agenda setting
meeting last Thursday that the center
will provide occupational training for
in-demand fields such as retail, trans-
portation logistics and distribution, fi-
nancial services, supply chain man-
agement, construction, tourism and
health care.

“There is a myriad of training pro-
grams that fit the training needs of
employers at the moment,” Mr. Rivera
said.

As part of the expanded jobs skills
center, the county is set to enter into a
one-year, $1-million contract, begin-
ning Tuesday, July 1, with Union
County College to provide occupa-
tional training, on-the-job training, and
entrepreneurial services for county resi-
dents. Mr. Rivera said the county also
will put together a consortium of agen-
cies to provide that training. Mr. Rivera
said not all the money will go to the
college, noting it is a “performance-
based contract” and that “there will be
strict oversight by the Workforce In-
vestment Board.”

“The idea here is to bring together a
consortium of economic and develop-
ment folks and organizations like, for
example, the Union County Economic

Development Corporation and the
Elizabeth Development Company, and
design the model around the training
on the ground, working closely with
the New Jersey Economic Develop-
ment Authority, to ensure the entrepre-
neurship training...is meeting the needs”
of businesses and organizations, he said.

Mr. Rivera said an emphasis for the
job skills center will be training the
county’s youth, an area he said is the
main concern of the county’s Interfaith
Council.

He said under the Union County
Choices program, some 200 county
residents previously received occupa-
tional skills training.

On another matter, Assistant Human
Services Director Karen Dinsmore re-
quested a three-month, $1.3-million
extension of the county’s contract
through Tuesday, September 30, with
Horizon Health for healthcare services
for the inmates and residents of the
Union County Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter while the county prepares to seek
proposals for a competitive contract.

She said a new state program tied to
the federal government’s Affordable
Care Act/Obamacare would allow the
county to charge some of these
healthcare costs to Medicaid which,
Ms. Dinsmore said, could result in
“dramatic savings” for the county.

The freeholders also are set to vote to
extend the county’s contract with
KemperSports, which manages the
county’s two golf courses, Galloping
Hill in Kenilworth and Ashbrook in
Scotch Plains, by two months through
Wednesday, October 1, at an additional
cost of $40,000 for a total management
fee to Kemper in 2014 of $134,000.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations, said the county is in the

Lisa Hagen for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VIETNAM MEMORIAL…Peter Braun, the keynote speaker, spoke about six of
the 11 men he knew while growing up who lost their lives in the Vietnam War at
the dedication of the Vietnam Memorial in Westfield on Sunday. Five of the men
who died graduated with Mr. Braun from Westfield High School in 1961.
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Scotch Plains GOP Questions
Dems’ Ex-Council Candidate

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Republicans are questioning how the
Democrats chose a township council
nominee whose candidacy, since
dropped, violated federal edicts
against certain political activities by
federal employees.

William Thomas was one of three
candidates chosen by the township
Democratic Party in April to run for
the three council seats that are up for
grabs in the November election. Mr.
Thomas, along with John Del Sordi,
Jr. and Luisa Bianco, ran unopposed
in the June 3 Democratic Primary
Election. Soon after, he left the race
due to what party Chairwoman Linda

Stender said was Mr. Thomas’ pro-
motion at his job with the U.S. Postal
Service. The party committee then
selected Rose Checchio to replace
Mr. Thomas. The three Democrats
will face Republican incumbents
William Vastine, Michael Marcus and
Llewellyn Jones in the Tuesday, No-
vember 4 General Election.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times, township Republi-
can Party Chairman Alexander Smith
said Mr. Thomas’ candidacy — hort-
lived as it may have been — violated
the federal Hatch Act, a 1939 law that
prohibits executive branch employ-
ees, including postal workers, from
engaging in certain partisan political
activities. While Postal Service em-

WF Dedicates Monument To
11 Veterans Killed in Vietnam

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — More than 100
people congregated at the intersection
of East Broad Street and North Avenue
on Sunday afternoon for the dedication
of a memorial honoring the 11 men
from Westfield who died while serving
in the Vietnam War.

The names on the monument are:
U.S. Marines Captain James T. Egan,
Jr., missing in action on January 21,
1966; U.S. Army Captain William R.
Hardin, killed in action, January 29,
1966; U.S. Army First Lieutenant
Arthur C. Retzlaff, killed in action, July
19, 1967; U.S. Marine Lance Corporal
Ronald J. Selig, killed in action, Febru-
ary 2, 1968; U.S. Army Warrant Of-
ficer Richard G. Lewis, killed in action,
May 5, 1968; U.S. Army Sergeant
Robert T. Miller, killed in action, Janu-
ary 19, 1969; U.S. Army First Lieuten-
ant Richard C. Brunn, killed in action,
February 25, 1969; U.S. Army Spe-
cialist 5 John W. Price, killed in action,
March 15, 1969; U.S. Army First Lieu-
tenant Daniel C. Nichols, killed in ac-
tion, May 13, 1969; U.S. Army First

Lieutenant Roger J. Bachman, killed in
action, November 19, 1969, and U.S.
Navy Lieutenant John A. Griner, killed
in action, February 9, 1970.

Completed three years after the
groundbreaking, Keith Gibbons, presi-
dent of the Westfield Veterans Fund,
said it serves as a memorial of “ongo-
ing concern and continued support.”
He organized the memorial and cer-
emony as a dedication to his childhood
friend who he lost from war complica-
tions.

“It is a monument to him and his
fellow veterans,” Mr. Gibbons said.
“There has been an unbelievable posi-
tive response, and people were talking
about how emotional it was.”

On behalf of his group, Mr. Gibbons
said the Westfield Veterans Fund will
continue to aid veterans of all wars and
to provide maintenance projects for
any of the memorials in town.

Pete Hogaboom, the founder of
Chapter 688 of Vietnam Veterans of
America (VVA), began the ceremony
that he said was “long overdue.” He
saluted the Color Guard from Ameri-
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SPFHS Graduates 374 During
Commencement Ceremony

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On a clear
Thursday evening, Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School (SPFHS) celebrated
the many academic and extracurricular
achievements of the 374 graduating
seniors with family and friends at the
school’s football field.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey,
joined by members of the board of
education, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
councils and high-school faculty, started
the ceremony by welcoming graduates
and guests. In his speech, he referenced
an editorial titled “How to Get a Job at
Google,” emphasizing the importance
of students’ knowledge and how they

use it over the actual degree.
“My point this evening is to illustrate

the changing landscape of what can
lead to success — leadership, humility,
collaboration, adaptability, loving to
learn and relearn,” Mr. Heisey said.
“These skills will be relevant wherever
you end up.”

Valedictorian Judah Axelrod, a Na-
tional Merit Scholar finalist who re-
ceived a perfect SAT score, reflected
on the student body, clubs and sports
that made the high school “a vibrant
community.”

“It is impossible to find the right
words to describe our class because we
are such a diverse group in our inter-
ests, our beliefs, and the paths we have

taken to all arrive here at the same point
today,” Judah said. “This is what makes
our class so special.”

Trip Whitehouse, SPFHS board of
education president, addressed the class
with a speech that touched on the
school’s awards, honors and champi-
onships over the past year involving
academics, athletics and the perform-
ing arts.

Like Judah Axelrod, Lauren
Kilcullen was a National Merit Scholar
finalist and seven seniors were Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Commended
Students. Thirteen seniors had perfect
SAT scores, two students were recipi-
ents of the National Hispanic Recogni-
tion Program Award, and 42 graduat-
ing seniors were members of the Na-
tional Honor Society.

In addition to the conference, county
and state championships in athletics,
the boys’ soccer team won the school’s
first division championship. Two se-
niors, including Salutatorian Jessica
Banasiak, helped set a new record for
the girls’ 4 x 800 relay at the high
school.

Seniors also won several achieve-
ments in music and theater including
All-State band honors and choral rec-
ognition. Christopher Centinaro won a
Rising Star Award from Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn for his acting in
the school’s performance of Frank
Loesser’s musical How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying.

“These are just a few of the many
achievements in areas of recognition
that your class has attained this year,”
Mr. Whitehouse said.

The high school band performed the
music for the students’ procession onto
the field and senior chorus members
sang an a cappella version of “Stand by
Me” by Ben E. King during the cer-
emony.

Shayna Rogoff, the senior class presi-
dent, received her diploma first and
helped read the names of her class-
mates as they walked across the stage.
Before graduates moved their tassels

Garwood Council Okays
Emergency Appropriations

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted to approve $70,000 in emer-
gency appropriations to fix a leaking
roof and related damage at borough
hall, one of three votes that drew
sharp objections from Councilman
Jim Mathieu at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing.

The money is to repair about one-
quarter of the roof and for damage to
carpet and other interior fixtures, a
matter that was first brought to the
attention of the council a month ago.

The measure was approved 5 to 1
with the lone no vote being Mr.
Mathieu, who felt that not enough
research had been done on the matter
and that the expenditure was being
“railroaded” through council.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli told
the council that only one bid had
been received to repair the roof for
$60,000. The other money was for

interior damage. Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma indicated she had
been unable to obtain a second esti-
mate and that she was concerned
about a roof collapse.

“Leaky roofs happen, a lot,” Mr.
Mathieu said. “I feel we get rail-
roaded with these fait accomplis. You
don’t vote yes, and you’re the worst
person in the world. Guess what? I
reject that. You want my vote, you’ve
got to bring me up to speed. I ain’t
voting for this. This is a bunch of
crap. It’s a bunch of garbage.”

Mr. Petruzzelli indicated that in-
surance may cover the repairs, but
the borough would still have a $1,000
deductible.

Mr. Mathieu also was critical of
another financial decision by the
council, to approve an agreement with
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Sandy
Bruns, who informed the borough
last week she will leave her full-time
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