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Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
CLASS OF 2014...Westfield High School graduates celebrate at the conclusion of the graduation ceremony held June 19
at Kehler Stadium.

Lisa Hagen for The Westfield Leader
FALLEN HEROES...Peter Hogaboom, the founder of Chapter 688 of the
Vietnam Veterans of America, salutes the Color Guard from American Legion
Post 209 during the Posting of the Colors at the dedication of the Westfield
Vietnam Memorial.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
TAKING IT IN...Cranford High School students listen to speeches during the gradu-
ation ceremony held June 19 at Memorial Field, at which time 273 seniors graduated.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER HAPPENINGS…The Downtown Westfield Corporation discusses
upcoming July events at its meeting on Monday night. See story on page 2.

WHS Graduates 475
Students in Class of 2014

By KAITLYN FREY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The sun shined
brightly over Kehler Stadium the
evening of June 19 when the 475
graduating seniors of Westfield High
School (WHS) walked across the
stage and received their diplomas.

The WHS graduation ceremony
was held on the football field at Kehler
Stadium for the first time in a number
of years. In recent years, the cer-
emony has been held on the grass
field next to the high school or in the
National Guard Armory during rainy
weather.

The graduates sat in the center of
the field facing toward Lincoln

School. Spectators were welcome to
sit in the bleachers behind the stu-
dents.

However, the lack of seating for
spectators in the bleachers behind the
students proved to be somewhat of a
problem. The bleachers were filled
an hour before the ceremony began,
and many spectators were forced to
either stand or sit in the bleachers on
the opposite side of the field. People
sitting on the opposite side had an
obstructed view of the stage due to
tall plants that were placed towards
the back of the stage.

In honor of graduating senior Kelly
Mazzucco, who passed away in May
after a lifelong battle with cancer, her

fellow classmates wore yellow rib-
bon pins on their gowns. In addition,
to remember and commemorate
Kelly, the seniors wrote letters to her
that were folded into origami birds
and hung across the stage. Following
the presentation of Kelly’s diploma
was a moment of silence.

“For me, I was reminded how pre-
cious the present truly is when a
giggly girl with hair just as bouncy as
her personality was taken from us too
soon. Today, as we walk across the
stage wearing our yellow pins across
our heart, we not only walk to com-
memorate our past four years at this
school, but also to honor the life of
Kelly — the girl who reminded 500
individuals how to come together as
one grade. The girl who reminded me
how important it is to enjoy each
moment you have,” Senior Class
President Natalie Brennan said in a
speech.

During the ceremony, Student
Council President Elizabeth Ponce
also addressed her fellow classmates.

“After today, nothing about our
lives will ever be the same. The lives
of everyone in this stadium will for-
ever be changed. After today, things
are going to change, but maybe they
will change for the better,” Elizabeth
said.

WHS Principal Peter Renwick re-
minded the Class of 2014 that their
success in high school is not only
attributed to their hard work, but also
to the efforts and dedication of the
faculty, board of education and their
parents.

“Westfield High School has a tra-
dition of excellence that we are very
proud of as a school community,” Mr.
Renwick said.

This year’s commencement ad-
dress was given by Derrick Nelson,
assistant principal at WHS and war-
rant officer, who just returned from a
year-long tour in Kuwait.

Mr. Nelson centered his speech
around what he wished someone had
told him when he was graduating
high school. He left the seniors with
“four jewels” of advice to apply to
their lives.

“Hold onto your close friendships.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Dedicates Monument To
11 Veterans Killed in Vietnam

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — More than 100
people congregated at the intersec-
tion of East Broad Street and North
Avenue on Sunday afternoon for
the dedication of a memorial hon-
oring the 11 men from Westfield
who died while serving in the Viet-
nam War.

The names on the monument are:
U.S. Marines Captain James T.
Egan, Jr., Missing in Action on Janu-
ary 21, 1966; U.S. Army Captain
William R. Hardin, killed in action,
January 29, 1966; U.S. Army First
Lieutenant Arthur C. Retzlaff, killed
in action, July 19, 1967; U.S. Ma-
rine Lance Corporal Ronald J. Selig,
killed in action, February 2, 1968;
U.S. Army Warrant Officer Richard
G. Lewis, killed in action, May 5,
1968; U.S. Army Sergeant Robert
T. Miller, killed in action, January
19, 1969; U.S. Army First Lieuten-
ant Richard C. Brunn, killed in ac-
tion, February 25, 1969; U.S. Army
Specialist 5 John W. Price, killed in
action, March 15, 1969; U.S. Army

First Lieutenant Daniel C. Nichols,
killed in action, May 13, 1969; U.S.
Army First Lieutenant Roger J.
Bachman, killed in action, Novem-
ber 19, 1969, and U.S. Navy Lieu-
tenant John A. Griner, killed in ac-
tion, February 9, 1970.

Completed three years after the
groundbreaking, Keith Gibbons,
president of the Westfield Veterans
Fund, said it serves as a memorial
of “ongoing concern and continued
support.” He organized the memo-
rial and ceremony as a dedication
to his childhood friend who he lost
from war complications.

“It is a monument to him and his
fellow veterans,” Mr. Gibbons said.
“There has been an unbelievable
positive response, and people were
talking about how emotional it was.”

On behalf of his group, Mr. Gib-
bons said the Westfield Veterans
Fund will continue to aid veterans
of all wars and to provide mainte-
nance projects for any of the me-
morials in town.

Pete Hogaboom, the founder of

County’s Retail Skills Ctr.
To Include In-Demand Jobs

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — In an effort to im-
prove job skills of dislocated workers
in Union County, the county will take
over the retail skills center at the
Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth, as
the current vendor is running out of
funding to operate the center, while
also expanding job training into high-
demand fields.

Antonio Rivera, director of the
county’s Workforce Investment
Board, which will be the lead agency
in running the Workforce Innovation
Business Center, told the Union
County Freeholders at their agenda
setting meeting last Thursday that the
center will provide occupational train-
ing for in-demand fields such as re-
tail, transportation logistics and dis-
tribution, financial services, supply
chain management, construction,
tourism and health care.

“There is a myriad of training pro-
grams that fit the training needs of
employers at the moment,” Mr. Rivera
said.

As part of the expanded jobs skills
center, the county is set to enter into
a one-year, $1-million contract, be-
ginning Tuesday, July 1, with Union
County College to provide occupa-
tional training, on-the-job training,
and entrepreneurial services for
county residents. Mr. Rivera said the
county also will put together a con-
sortium of agencies to provide that
training. Mr. Rivera said not all the
money will go to the college, noting
it is a “performance-based contract”

and that “there will be strict oversight
by the Workforce Investment Board.”

“The idea here is to bring together
a consortium of economic and devel-
opment folks and organizations like,
for example, the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation and
the Elizabeth Development Company,
and design the model around the train-
ing on the ground, working closely
with the New Jersey Economic De-
velopment Authority, to ensure the
entrepreneurship training...is meet-
ing the needs” of businesses and or-
ganizations, he said.

Mr. Rivera said an emphasis for the
job skills center will be training the
county’s youth, an area he said is the
main concern of the county’s Inter-
faith Council.

He said under the Union County
Choices program, some 200 county
residents previously received occu-
pational skills training.

On another matter, Assistant Hu-
man Services Director Karen
Dinsmore requested a three-month,
$1.3-million extension of the county’s
contract through Tuesday, Septem-
ber 30, with Horizon Health for
healthcare services for the inmates
and residents of the Union County
Juvenile Detention Center while the
county prepares to seek proposals for
a competitive contract.

She said a new state program tied
to the federal government’s Afford-
able Care Act/Obamacare would al-
low the county to charge some of
these healthcare costs to Medicaid

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Council Okays
Emergency Appropriations

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted to approve $70,000 in emer-
gency appropriations to fix a leaking
roof and related damage at borough
hall, one of three votes that drew
sharp objections from Councilman
Jim Mathieu at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing.

The money is to repair about one-
quarter of the roof and for damage to
carpet and other interior fixtures, a
matter that was first brought to the
attention of the council a month ago.

The measure was approved 5 to 1
with the lone no vote being Mr.
Mathieu, who felt that not enough
research had been done on the matter
and that the expenditure was being
“railroaded” through council.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli told
the council that only one bid had
been received to repair the roof for
$60,000. The other money was for
interior damage. Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma indicated she had
been unable to obtain a second esti-
mate and that she was concerned
about a roof collapse.

“Leaky roofs happen, a lot,” Mr.
Mathieu said. “I feel we get rail-
roaded with these fait accomplis. You
don’t vote yes, and you’re the worst
person in the world. Guess what? I
reject that. You want my vote, you’ve
got to bring me up to speed. I ain’t
voting for this. This is a bunch of
crap. It’s a bunch of garbage.”

Mr. Petruzzelli indicated that in-
surance may cover the repairs, but

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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UCC Votes to Put Sports Complex
At Oak Ridge Park In Clark

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of trust-
ees and governors for Union County
College (UCC) unanimously voted
Tuesday to accept the Union County
Freeholders’ offer to build a sports com-
plex, to include track, soccer and la-
crosse, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark,
with the caveat being they discuss other
county venues as well.

The trustees’ buildings and grounds
committee had recommended plans be
drawn to build the field at Oak Ridge
Park. A packed UCC auditorium of
residents, township officials and county
officials audibly clapped in response to
the board’s decision to consider a space
outside of Cranford.

“This is the best possible outcome...I
am very happy the buildings and
grounds committee made the recom-
mendation. I am ecstatic that the full
board agreed with that and passed it,”

Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins told
The Westfield Leader.

“We will help you with this field. We
will not cover all the cost of it. We are
offering land at Oak Ridge Park and we
will work with you further on how we
will move forward with this project,”
Union County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski said to the board.

The county had set aside coffers to

fund the field before the freeholders
pulled it after deciding Cranford was
not a suitable site.

“Mr. Nacco (Stephen Nacco, execu-
tive assistant to the president and vice-
president of administrative services at
UCC) has said in Cranford Talk Radio
that they have saved their pennies to the
tune of $1.4 million, so given that the


