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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fundamentality sound baseball
put this season’s Cranford Cou-
gars on the highway to success
once again. After losing their
quest for another Union County
title with a loss to Westfield in the
semifinals, the Cougars intensi-
fied their focus and won their
third straight North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 championship
with a 14-4 drudging of the West
Essex Knights.

The Cougars’ direct route for
another Group 3 title was, how-

ever, interfered with when they
dropped a bizarre 1-0 loss in 11
innings to Mt. Olive in the Group
semifinals. The Cougars finished
with a 17-7 record.

“They were a group that worked
very hard. They put in the time
from last summer until last week.
This is a group that knows what
it means to play baseball for
Cranford,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Senior centerfielder Tommy
Trotter was the person that op-
posing pitchers definitely did not
want to get on base. Trotter, who

led the Cougars with a .462 bat-
ting average (BA — 36-for-78)
and runs scored with 26, stole 16
bases in 18 attempts. Trotter
had 13 RBI, five doubles and two
triples. He also walked 10 times
and was hit by a pitch four times,
while striking out only once. De-
fensively, he could chase down
almost any ball hit in centerfield.

Trotter had three straight years
with batting averages above .400
(.412 in 2012 and .440 in 2013)
He also stole 16 bases last year.

“Tommy is special, a three-
sport athlete. He did everything
right on and off the field. He is a
perfect picture of what you want
a student and an athlete to be.
He is a wonderful person and a
wonderful leader,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
Junior Patrick Knight was sec-

ond on the team with a .438 BA
(28-for-64, 5 doubles, triple).
He scored 16 runs and had eight
RBI. On the mound in 56.2 in-
nings, Knight recorded 59
strikeouts, 22 walks and allowed
39 hits to finish with a 3-2 record
with two saves. His 1.73 ERA was
lowest on the team.

“Offensively, defensively and
on the mound, he was very good.
Down the stretch, he took on
quite a bit of pitching and did a
wonderful job,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Senior Jack McCaffrey rarely
saw a pitch he did not like. In his
86 at-bats, he had 32 hits, in-
cluding eight doubles and a triple
for a .372 BA, 11 RBI and 14 runs
scored. He also stole six bases in
nine attempts.

“He was a two-year player for
us. He played awesome defense.
He helped in many areas on the
field. An outstanding job,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior Matt Ravetier turned in
a .348 BA (24-for-69, 2 doubles,
triple) with 14 runs scored and a
team-leading 18 RBI. In 48.1
innings on the mound, he re-
corded a 7-1 record with 27
strikeouts, eight walks, 52 hits
and a 2.61 ERA.

“Matt was very involved in sev-
eral championships. He was very
talented and able to do a lot of
things on the baseball field,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

Senior third baseman John
Oblachinski finished with a .303
BA (20-for-66, 2 doubles), 10
RBI and 13 runs scored. He also
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